
Hosanna! Music Academy Frequently Asked Questions 
Parents frequently want to know how to help and encourage their child or how to 
evaluate an effective practice time. Below are some useful tips that may help to 
guide your child’s musical development. 
 
How much should my child practice? 

• A 30-minute practice session/5 days a week is a good start.  
• Sit down with your child and decide when is the best time for a ‘practice 

appointment’ in their schedule.   
• Planning WHEN and following through will fast-track them to success. 

Provide encouragement for their hard work and follow-through! 
What is the BEST thing I can do to help my child succeed? 

• Praise them for their hard work and perseverance rather than perceived 
talent. 

• Help them to be consistent in practice. It is an investment in their future! 
Where should I purchase and get maintenance/repair for their Instrument? 

• A student will do their best work when provided the best instrument 
possible, that is tuned and in good repair. 

• Good instruments can be purchased on Craig’s List, Music-Go-Round, but 
you may be best served to check out a local music store. Pricing can be 
competitive. Visit a music store and educate yourselves on the options so 
you’ll be informed to make a good purchase. 

What makes a good practice space? 
• A convenient, enjoyable practice space that is free of distraction. 

Children tend to practice more when their instrument is easily and 
naturally accessible, and when the practice space is comfortable and 
liked. 

What makes effective practice? 
Just “playing through a song” is not effective or smart practice. Your child 
needs to think through and be taught how/what to practice. They are 
essentially their own “coach” for daily practice so they should be clear on 
a goal for each practice session. 
Here is a suggestion of a good practice plan: 

• Play through each song or skill once. Notice wrong notes, stumbles, 
transitions, poor tone, etcetera. This will highlight what needs work. 

• Decide exactly what needs practice. Work that part several times. 
• Continue practicing, till it is noticeably improved.  
• Play the whole section or song in context. 
• Listen to the tone, (the quality of the sound). Is it what you want? If 

not, how can you fix it? 
	  


