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Guatemala 
Impact Trip 
This trip will offer a Third World experience with 
a chance to grow as an individual. You’ll put on 
a VBS for local children, participate in a food 
give out in a rural poor village, serving and 
ministering to those in need.  As you travel to 
different villages and churches, with 
missionaries Wayne and Jeny Monson of 
Extreme Missions International, you’ll gain a 
wider perspective of God’s Kingdom and how 
it’s impacting the world. 

 
For Students Entering 10th Grade-Graduated Seniors 

Trip dates: June 21-28, 2020  
Cost: $1700 

Trip Leader: Kelly Thielen, Shakopee Student Ministries Pastor 
(kellyt@hosannalc.org, 952-898-9255)  

 
 

 
Space is limited to 21 students on this trip.  

Application opens online Sunday, January 26 at 5 p.m. 
$200 deposit due at time of application.  

**Spots are filled based on the order applications are received, priority given to students 
regularly attending and registered for HSM. You will be notified once accepted or if you’re 

placed on waiting list. 
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Country Overview 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Capital 
Guatemala City 
 
Population 
15, 806, 675 (2014 est.) 
 
Languages  
Spanish: 60% 
Amerindian language: 40% 
(23 officially recognized 
Amerindian languages) 
 
Climate 
Tropical, hot humid in lowlands, 
cooler in highlands 
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Country Overview Continued… 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Time Zone 
Central Standard Time  
No Daylight Savings 
 
Currency  
Quetzal {ke’tsal} 
$1.00 USD = 7.629 quetzales  
(Jan 2016) 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dress: 
Villages: Very traditional  

Men: Long pants, shirts with sleeves.  
Women: Knee length skirts or dresses, shirts with 
sleeves.  

Larger Cities: Less traditional more western.  
Men: Cut-offs not recommended.  
Women: Modest dress highly recommended. 

 
Weather  
Guatemala has two distinct climate zones. The 
tropical climate zone encompasses areas between 
sea level and roughly 3,300 ft of altitude and is hot 
and humid day and night, year round. Daytime 
temperatures can go as high as 100° F and nighttime 
temperatures rarely drop below 70° F. Much of our 
time in Guatemala will be in the tropical climate.  
The mountainous zone extends from approximately 
3,300 ft to 6,600 ft. Daytime temperatures rarely 
exceed 85° F and nights are pleasantly cool. Our time 
in Antigua is in this climate zone. The rains begin in 
June, and with them come the mosquitoes – bring 
rain gear, and repellent. July through September is 
muggy and buggy. 

 
Greetings 
Pleased to meet you (formal greeting):
Encantado de conocerle 
Nice to meet you (a bit more casual):  

Mucho gusto 
 

Key Phrases (Phonetically) 
Hello and how are you? Hola cómo estás? 
I’m fine. Estoy bien 
Thank you. Gracias 
Jesus Jesús 
God Dios 
Me Yo 
You usted 
Jesus loves you. Jesús le ama. 
See you later/Good bye hasta luego/ ¡adiós! 
 
 
Search here for more information on Guatemala… 
http://www.lonelyplanet.com/guatemala 
www.state.gov/countries  
http://weather.weatherbug.com/Guatemala/Antigua
%20Guatemala-weather.html?zcode=z6286 
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Our Missionary Partners & 
Ministry  
 
Sample Trip Itinerary  
 
Day 1:  
Travel to Guatemala, Meet Missionaries. 

Day 2:  
Afternoon VBS and evening Service. 

Day 3:  
Morning activity in local school. 
Afternoon VBS and evening service.  

Day 4:  
Afternoon VBS and evening service. 

Day 5:  
Food give out and visit to beach 

Day 6:  
Morning zip line, afternoon VBS and evening service 
 
Day 7:  
Relaxing day in Antigua and team dinner. 
 
Day 8:  
Return to MSP. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Wayne & Jeny Monson 
The Monson’s began their 
ministry to Guatemala in 1989 
by participating on short 
term mission trips. It was on 
those  
trips that God started to give 
them a heart for the people. 
In 1993, Wayne resigned his 
sales position, Jeny left her 
nursing agency, and they sold 
their home, answering the 
call to become full time 
missionaries. 

 
Ministry in Guatemala 
The Monson’s work with the people of Guatemala in 
many different ways and they use teams to help fulfill 
their mission. They take teams to villages to 
experience the mission field firsthand by working 
alongside national pastors in their churches and 
ministries. The teams help with evangelism, outreach 
events, crusades, children’s ministry, medical clinics, 
uplifting the poor and needy, and in the construction 
of churches, pastoral houses and Bible schools. The 
Monson’s have hosted over 100 teams with over 1000 
team members. Their work is mainly in the southwest 
and northern areas of Guatemala. 
 
Our Part 
We will be taking with us a practiced and polished 
VBS (Vacation Bible School) program and various 
programmatic and creative elements to be 
incorporated into evening worship services. We will 
spend each day in a different village  immersing 
ourselves in the life of that community. Partnering 
with the local church and pastor, we will engage the 
kids with our VBS program. Evening services will 
follow, where we will preach the gospel and minister 
by the laying on of hands and prayer. The remainder 
of the day will be spent playing soccer, doing hair, 
and loving on the kids in that village. The opportunity 
to be fed by the locals, trying traditional village 
dishes, may also present itself.  
 
A special part of this trip is our food give out day. We 
will go to a remote village bringing relief to many 
hurting families. We will be bagging and providing 
staple food supplies like black beans, corn, rice, and 
cooking oil. Finishing off our trip is a relaxing day in 
Antigua, the most visited city by tourists in 
Guatemala. Antigua is a city 10 blocks x 10 blocks and 
has a variety of sidewalk shopping, two market 
places, historic architecture, and picturesque 
Cathedrals.  

- 4 - 



Payments and Important Dates 
 
Important Deadlines 
 
Finances 
● Deposit due ($200) at time of application  

NOTE: Deposit is NOT tax-deductible and 
non-refundable once you’ve been accepted 
to the team. 

 
April 9 
● Fundraising expectation: $500 Due 
● Copy of Passport due 
● Airline tickets will only be purchased for 

team members who have made ALL 
payments to date. 

 
May 7 
● $500 Due 

 
May 20 
● Final $500 Due 

 

 

Fundraising 
Raising support is a HUGE part of the mission 
trip experience. Even if you have the means to 
pay for a trip in full, it is our belief that raising 
support is a key part of a mission experience. It 
allows students to see the goodness of God 
additionally through the provision of the trip 
cost.  

Raising support is a partnership – us and God! 
The phrase “God will provide” can often lead 
us into a mindset of laziness or lead us to an 
apathetic approach to raising support. “All 
hard work brings a profit, but mere talk leads 
only to poverty.” Proverbs 14:23. Not only is this 
mindset unbiblical, it will also jeopardize the 
team’s effectiveness if ALL funds are not 
raised.  

We encourage the team members to take an 
individual approach to raising support. 

Support letters are a great place to start, and a 
sample support letter is included in this 
informational packet.  

The total cost of the trip is $1700. This will 
include; 

•  All transportation costs, including round 
trip airline tickets & in-country transport 

•  Accommodations 
•  All meals within the country (not airport 

meals) 
•  Ministry materials 
•  Ziplining 
•  Missionary offering 

Payment Remittance 
Your primary venue to collect donations will 
be through your own personal fundraising 
page on the Managed Missions website. (More 
details to follow) It is the responsibility of the 
participant to collect and track all 
contributions to cover the trip cost. 
Participants should give all cash/check 
donations to the team leaders at team 
meetings. Note: it is imperative that the 
students’ contributors make checks written 
out to Hosanna and not the individual person.   

Contributions are tax deductible with the 
exception of the $200 deposit and cash 
(unless the donor is noted). Hosanna has 
complete discretion and control over the use 
of all donated funds. All contributions are 
non-refundable and non-transferable.  

 
 

- 5 - 



Team Meetings and Training Schedule 
 
There will be 5 team meetings. It is imperative that ALL team members attend EVERY team 
meeting. Team meetings are used for training and practice. Failure to attend team meetings will 
greatly impact the participant’s experience and may result in the participant not being able to go on 
the impact trip. Note the TENTATIVE schedule below. Dates are subject to change. 
 
**Dates/meeting locations subject to change  
 
All TRIP Meetings (REQUIRED)  
Sunday February 9, 12:30-2pm | Lakeville Campus | CLC 
Sunday March 1, 12:30-2pm | Lakeville Campus | CLC 
 
Guat Team Meeting 1 
Thursday, April 9, 7-9 pm | Lakeville Campus | Activity Center  
* Copy of passport, notarized forms and Fundraising Expectation:  $500 Due 
 
Guat Team Meeting 2   
Thursday, May 7, 7-9 pm | Lakeville Campus | Activity Center  
*Fundraising Expectation:  $500 Due 
 
Guat Team Meeting 3  
Wednesday, May 20, 7-9 pm | Lakeville Campus | Activity Center  
*Fundraising Expectation:  Final $500 Due 
 
Guat Team Meeting 4 
Wednesday, June 10, 7-9 pm  | Lakeville Campus | Activity Center  
 
Guat Team & Parent Meeting 5 
Wednesday, June 17, 7-9 pm  | Lakeville Campus | Activity Center  
**Parents invited to meeting 8:30-9 pm 
Passports collected! 
 
 
 
 
 
   

- 6 - 



Passports and Travel 
 
If you do not have a valid 
passport, now is the time to 
get one! 
 
For more information on 
obtaining your passport, or 
making amendments to an 
existing passport, go to: 
www.travel.state.gov 
 
A copy of your passport must be 
turned in to your leader by April 
9. The meeting before departure, 
you will be asked to turn in the 
actual passport to your leader.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

2008 Guatemala Team members treat a 
crippled man in the markets on one of 
our ministry days 
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Application Details 
 

 
● Application opens online Sunday, January 26 at 5 p.m. 
● Space is limited to 21 students per trip.  
● Students entering 10th grade through graduated seniors are invited to apply.  
● $200 deposit due at time of application. Credit card payment required 

and will be charged upon acceptance to the trip. 
● Spots are filled based on the order applications are received, priority given to 

students regularly attending and registered for HSM.  
● You will be notified once accepted or if you’re placed on waiting list.  
● There is one application for all 6 Student Ministries Trips this summer 

(Guatemala, Haiti, Wyoming, Florida, India, Cuba). You will be given the 
opportunity to indicate your interest in other trips and prioritize your trip 
preferences on the application. 

 
 
The following essay questions will be on the online application.  
Prepare your answers ahead of time in order to submit your application in a timely 
manner!  
 

1. Overseas Experience 
Please describe where/when you've traveled outside of the U.S. 

 
2. References 

List three people who know you well and can act as a personal reference. If 
you have been on a previous Impact Trip, please include the trip leader. 
(Please include name, relationship and contact number). 

 
3. Application Essay: Please write out a 250 - 500 word essay that addresses 

the following questions: 
● How would you describe your faith?  
● How has your background (family, environment, experiences) impacted 

who you are and your faith?  
● What are your expectations for this trip?  
● Why is it important that you go on this trip?  
● How do you believe this impact trip will impact you personally?  
● How are you going to impact the team you will be a part of?  
● How do you hope to impact the people you will be interacting with on 

this trip? 
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Sample Fundraising Letter 
 
 
Dear __________: 
 
This (month) I have the amazing opportunity of serving with a team to (location) on a Hosanna 
Impact trip through Hosanna Student Ministries and Hosanna Lutheran Church. Hosanna Lutheran 
Church facilitates Impact trips from the United States all over the world. This summer I will be 
joining an Impact team from (dates). I am excited that the Lord has enabled me to be a part of this 
experience. 
 
As a part of the team, I will be involved in (briefly describe ministry you expect to do). I am really 
looking forward to sharing God’s love in the communities we are visiting. 
 
I know that this kind of work is in vain without prayer, so I am asking that you consider praying for 
me, for our team, and especially for the people I will serve in (location). I also ask that you prayerfully 
consider contributing financially. The total amount I need to raise toward the missions project is (trip 
cost). This amount includes all cost associated with travelling to and staying in (location), ministry 
materials, and missionary offering. My hope is to have the necessary funds together by (week prior 
to payment deadline). I have faith that God will make it possible. 
 
Please pray with me that this need will be met. I’m excited, hopeful and expecting to learn so much 
through this experience. I greatly appreciate you letting me share with you what I believe will be one 
of the most meaningful experiences of my life. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Contributions are tax deductible with the exception of cash (unless the contributor’s information accompanies 
the cash). Hosanna! has complete discretion and control over the use of all donated funds. All contributions are 
non-refundable and non-transferable.  A tax-receipt letter will be sent to all donors who donate to Hosanna! in a 
calendar year. Tax receipts will be sent out in January 2021. 
 
 
(optional tear off portion) 
 
I wish to support (your name) in their ministry to (trip location). 

 
 $50 Donation      $100 Donation       $________ Donation 
 
Support Via Online Contribution: 
You may contribute online via my personal fundraising page on the Managed Missions webpage:  
[INCLUDE LINK HERE] 
 
For those wishing to donate via check,  
Make checks payable to Hosanna  
(Please DO NOT include my name in the memo)  
Mail checks to: 
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