
Old Testament – Before Jesus

Genesis: God creates the world good; we fail; the nation of Israel is called to be set apart.

Exodus; Numbers; Joshua; Judges; Ruth, 1 and 2; Samuel 1 and 2; Kings, 1 and 2;
Chronicles; Ezra; Nehemiah; Esther; Jonah: These are the story of Israel becoming a 
nation and ultimately failing.

Leviticus, Deuteronomy: Outlines hundreds of laws Israel is instructed to follow.

Job, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes: Wisdom Literature–how to live wisely.

Psalms, Song of Songs, Lamentations: Poetry–capturing the human experience.

Isaiah; Jeremiah; Ezekiel; Daniel; Hosea; Joel; Amos; Obadiah; Jonah; Micah;
Nahum; Habakkuk; Zephaniah; Haggai; Zechariah; Malachi: These are prophetic 
books warning Israel about turning away from God and pointing back to Him.

New Testament - Jesus Enters The Scene

Matthew, Mark, Luke, John: The Gospels. (The story of Jesus)

Acts: History of the early Church.

Romans through Jude: Epistles (also known as Letters, written to early churches, 
mainly by Paul.)

Revelation: An apocalyptic book.

BIBLE TIMELINE: THE STORY OF GOD, THE WORLD, AND GOD’S PEOPLE.

WHEN YOU READ A PASSAGE FROM THE BIBLE
1. Start by inviting God into your Bible study with prayer: God, guide me in reading 

your Word. Help me to understand you better and deepen my relationship with You!

2. Which book of the Bible are you reading from. What type of book is it (see Bible 
Timeline above)?

3. Where are we in the Jesus story? (Old Testament - before Jesus, New Testament - 
Jesus was born, doing ministry on earth, died on the cross, and rose again)

4. What do you think God is trying to say to the first people who heard this?

5. Read the passage again:

a. Underline words that are repeated.
b. Circle verses or words that stick out to you.
c. Highlight parts you have questions about. Bring them to your 
 small group to discuss. 

What does the reading mean to you personally? Journal your thoughts. 



Colossians 2 (Wednesday, November 2-Tuesday, November 8)
• Read Colossians 2:6-7. What does it look like when our “roots grow down” into Christ Jesus?
• Read Colossians 2:9-15. How many times do you see the phrase “with Christ” or “in Christ” 

repeated? Why do you think Paul says this so much?
• Choose one verse from this week’s reading that stuck out to you and memorize it!        

Recite it to your small group (and explain why you chose it).
• Write down your thoughts and/or questions about Colossians 2 to bring                               

to small group discussion.

Colossians 1 (Wednesday, October 26-Tuesday, November 1)
• In Colossians 1:3-14, Paul prays specific things for the community of Colossae. What is one 

thing he mentions that you could use more of in your life?
• The word fruit is mentioned two times in Colossians 1. Can you find both? What do you 

think bearing fruit looks like?
• Colossians 1:15-20 is a poem about Christ. What sorts of things stick out to you about who 

Christ is?
• Choose one verse from this week’s reading that stuck out to you and memorize it! Recite it 

to your small group (and explain why you chose it).
• Write down your thoughts and/or questions about Colossians 1 to bring to small group 

discussion.
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Colossians 3 (Wednesday, November 9-Tuesday, November 15)
• How many times is the word life repeated in Colossians 3?
• Which town would you rather live in - a town where people are participating in the things 

described in Colossians 3:5-9 OR Colossians 3:12-17?
• Choose one verse from this week’s reading that stuck out to you and memorize it!      

Recite it to your small group (and explain why you chose it).
• Write down your thoughts and/or questions about Colossians 3 to bring                                

to small group discussion.

Colossians 4 (Wednesday, November 16-Tuesday, November 22)
• Choose one verse from this week’s reading that stuck out to you and memorize it! 

weekly reading plan

AFTER THE SERIES…

1. Read the letter of Colossians from front to back in one sitting. What sorts of things 
stuck  out to you reading it as a full letter? 

2. Which book of the Bible do you plan to dive into next? Might we suggest any of the 
Gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke, or John)?


