
TEACHING
SPIRITUAL GIFTS:

DESCRIPTION
Teaching is instructing members in the truths and doctrines of God’s Word for the purposes of building up, 
unifying, and maturing the body (1 Corinthians 12:28; Romans 12:7; Ephesians 4:11).

ABOUT TEACHING
Teachers explore, explain, and communicate truth to other people. 

The first time the concept of teaching comes up in the Bible is found in Exodus 4:12, where God says to Moses, 
“Now therefore go, and I will be with your mouth and teach you what you shall speak.” The Hebrew word 
translated “teach” in this passage refers to pointing the finger at something. That’s what teachers do! Teachers 
have the ability to absorb, understand, and point a clear “finger” of clarity at concepts that may be difficult for 
people to understand. 

In its New Testament context, the gift of teaching is talked about in several important ways: 

1. It is something that may exist in people as an ability or a developed skill, but the Holy Spirit can hone it into 
something completely different, giving a boldness and depth that can impact people in huge ways   
(Acts 4:1-22).

2. The Holy Spirit’s presence and power in our lives disregards our outward appearance or level of education 
and instead helps our teaching to get at the deepest truths and most incisive concepts for the lives 
of those who hear us (1 Corinthians 2:1-5). The Apostle Paul was both highly educated and physically 
unimpressive, but the Spirit allowed him to teach at all levels to all people, emphasizing the main points of 
Christian truth to everybody he met. 

3. Teaching is often associated with passing on a collection of truths (known as “doctrine”) to upcoming 
generations (Titus 1:9), and guarding the integrity and accuracy of that truth, so that it doesn’t get twisted 
(1 Timothy 6:20-21).

4. The primary content of Paul’s missionary journeys was a “preaching” of the Kingdom of God and a 
“teaching”about Jesus (Acts 28:30-31). As we exercise our gift of teaching in the Church, we should focus 
on the same things the leaders in the Early Church did. There are lots of subjects to teach on, but Jesus is 
the one subject that should never get tired or boring for us!

Teachers are a valuable and necessary part of the Body of Christ, and the gift of teaching is one that can be 
unbelievably helpful for cultivating an “Up, In, and Out” kind of life. The Church desperately needs faithful, clear, 
and Spirit-empowered teachers of truth.



SCRIPTURE
• Ephesians 4:11
• 1 Corinthians 12:28
• Romans 12:7
• James 3:1
• 1 Timothy 3:15

ENGAGEMENT OPPORTUNITIES
• Children’s Ministry 
• Youth Ministry 
• Core Courses 
• Leadership Development

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES
• “The Teaching Gift – Turbo Charging Transformation”  CLICK HERE 

TO GET CONNECTED TO A SERVING OPPORTUNITY  CLICK HERE

SHADOW SIDE OF TEACHING
Because teaching involves learning and understanding, the intellectual side of the teacher can get 
overdeveloped and leave the heart atrophied. One of the reasons why James warns that “not many of you should 
teach” is because “we who teach will be judged more strictly” by God (James 3:1). The personal integrity of one 
who teaches in the Body of Christ must match up with their intellectual development. There is too much at 
stake to not take seriously the holy and careful calling of teaching the truth to those who God has rescued out of 
darkness and transferred “into his marvelous light” (1 Peter 2:9). A person with the spiritual gift of teaching needs 
to make sure their personal walk with Jesus is every bit as rich as their intellectual capacities. Mature teachers 
balance a healthy tension between brainpower and heart-power.

https://hosannalc.ccbchurch.com/goto/forms/409/responses/new
https://5qcentral.com/teachinggift/

