
MERCY
SPIRITUAL GIFTS:

DESCRIPTION
Cheerful acts of compassion characterize those with the gift of mercy. Persons with this gift aid the body by 
empathizing with hurting members. They keep the body healthy and unified by keeping others aware of the 
needs within the church (Romans 12:8).

ABOUT MERCY
All Christians are called to be merciful because God has been merciful to us (Matthew 18:33; Ephesians 2:4-6). 
The Greek word for the spiritual gift of mercy is “eleeo”. It means to be patient and compassionate toward those 
who are suffering or afflicted. The concern for the physical as well as spiritual need of those who are hurting is 
covered by the gift of mercy. Those with this gift have great empathy for others in their trials and sufferings. 
They are able to come alongside people over extended periods of time and see them through their healing 
process. They are truly and literally the hands and feet of God to the afflicted.
 
The Holy Spirit gives the spiritual gift of mercy to some in the church to love and assist those who are suffering, 
and walk with them until The Lord allows their burden to be lifted. The gift of mercy is founded in God’s mercy 
towards us as sinners and is consistently expressed with measurable compassion. Those with this gift are able to 
“weep with those who weep” (Romans 12:15) and “bear one another’s burdens” (Galatians 6:2). They are sensitive 
to the feelings and circumstances of others and can quickly discern when someone is not doing well. They are 
typically good listeners and feel the need to simply “be there” for others. 

SHADOW SIDE OF MERCY
Mercy-Showers should probably take a counseling course. Since they are sympathetic, they tend not to bring the 
necessary changes into a person’s life to correct the problems that require the counseling. The other alternative 
is to develop a list of people to whom they can refer people who need counseling or help. That way, they can offer 
sympathy and understanding and allow someone else to bring about the necessary changes.

SCRIPTURE
• Matthew 5:7
• Luke 10:30-37
• Romans 12:8, 15
• Ephesians 2:4-6
• Galatians 6:2
• James 3:17
• Jude 22-23

ENGAGEMENT OPPORTUNITIES
• Prayer Team 
• Care Team 
• Impact Trips 
• HEART

TO GET CONNECTED TO A SERVING OPPORTUNITY  CLICK HERE

https://hosannalc.ccbchurch.com/goto/forms/409/responses/new

