
KNOWLEDGE
SPIRITUAL GIFTS:

DESCRIPTION
The gift of knowledge manifests itself in a variety of experiences and settings, including, teaching, training, and 
evangelism. It is the God-given ability to learn, know, and explain the precious truths of God’s Word. A word of 
knowledge is a Spirit-revealed truth (1 Corinthians 12:28). 

ABOUT KNOWLEDGE
The Spiritual Gift of Knowledge is the ability to speak truth that the Holy Spirit reveals to you into the lives of 
other people or situations. 1 Corinthians 12:8 says that some are given “the message of knowledge”. This gift 
goes beyond merely attaining facts or learning information. There is a revelatory nature to this gift that can be 
profoundly life altering for the people we share it with. 

Jesus exercised the gift of Knowledge all the time as he moved about and interacted with people. To Nathanael, 
he revealed something he couldn’t possibly have known about his whereabouts, and Nathanael began to follow 
him. To the woman at the well, he revealed intimate details of her life. When he asked Peter to properly identify 
him, he praised Peter for the fact that his answer was divinely revealed. Apparently Peter was just beginning to 
operate in this gift! There are numerous examples throughout the Book of Acts of the Apostles and evangelists 
of the Church bringing words of knowledge to bear on people they didn’t know. Whenever they did this, it 
was in a way that led those people into a relationship with Jesus, or revealed something that needed to be 
revealed about their hearts. This gift is not for the purpose of puffing up or making a celebrity out of the person 
who practices it. Because this is a gift of the Holy Spirit, the Spirit could reasonably remove it at any time, so 
ultimately it has little to do with the person and far more to do with the calling God is working out through them. 
The History of the Church also records endless examples of this gift in use, often associated with the gifts of 
Apostleship, Evangelism, wisdom, and prophecy. 

Have you ever gotten unusually poignant thoughts or insights into a situation where people were in conflict or 
looking for a breakthrough? Have you ever been able to speak a word of encouragement that you couldn’t have 
fully understood but landed right in the middle of that person’s heart in a way that touched them deeply? This 
gift will need to be practiced and handled carefully, but it’s very likely the Holy Spirit is waiting for you to step 
forward and say “here am I” to the mission he has for you. 

SHADOW SIDE OF KNOWLEDGE
Because this gift often involves speaking into peoples’ lives, it can be very damaging if not exercised with 
proper grace, care, and discernment. Sometimes people who have this gift will try to manufacture words of 
knowledge without engaging with trusted leaders or friends who can appropriately help direct and shape their 
expression of the gift. This can lead to either hurt feelings at best, and broken relationships at worst. If this gift 
is moving in your life, it’s best to seek out wise counsel from teachers, leaders, and friends who can help you 
exercise it responsibly.  



SCRIPTURE
• Matthew 16:16-18
• John 1:45-51; 4:16-18
• Acts 9:11-16

ENGAGEMENT OPPORTUNITIES
• Coaching 
• Leadership Development 
• Community Group Leader 
• HEART
• Youth Ministry
• Children’s Ministry

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES
• “The Gift of Word of Knowledge” CLICK HERE 
• “The Spiritual Gift Of The Word Of Knowledge” CLICK HERE

TO GET CONNECTED TO A SERVING OPPORTUNITY  CLICK HERE

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xfncsT_KSnQ
https://viralbeliever.com/word-of-knowledge/
https://hosannalc.ccbchurch.com/goto/forms/409/responses/new

