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PEACE Park renovation begins with demolition
Sheryl Banks 

On Nov. 13, Regency Construction 
began the first phase of Heights 
Libraries’ Coventry PEACE Park 
renovation with the demolition of the 
original, 30-year-old playground. The 
demo took roughly two weeks, and in-
cluded the removal of all playground 
equipment and associated plants.
 “It was bittersweet,” said Heights 
Libraries Director Nancy Levin. “The 
playground was at the end of its life, 
and it held such wonderful memories 
for the community. But we are look-
ing forward to the new playground, 
and the new life it will breathe into 
not only the library’s programming 
and activities, but the neighborhood 
as a whole.”
 The playground area is now 
smooth and free of debris. The sled- 
riding hill is intact, so sledding can 
continue this winter.
 A groundbreaking for the con-

The PEACE Park playground area is now free of debris.

struction of the new park and play-
ground will take place in late February 
or early March. Most of the work will 
be complete by late May, except for 
the installation of the large cardinal-
shaped play structure, which will be 
installed in October 2024.
 The Fund for the Future of 
Heights Libraries—the Heights 
Libraries foundation—continues 
to fundraise for the park, through 

direct donations and through the sale 
of wooden keepsakes made of pieces 
of the old play structures. Contact 
the foundation by sending an e-mail 
to ksweeney@heightslibrary.org.
 For updates on the project, visit 
heightslibrary.org.

Sheryl Banks is the communications man-
ager for the Cleveland Heights-University 
Heights Public Library System.

continued on page 7

Stars shine bright at UH Civic Awards
With an assist from Cooper, JCU grad and 19 News reporter Rachel Vadaj hosted the 2023 Uni-
versity Heights Civic Awards.

Mike Cook 

Music, applause, hugs, and laughter—as 
well as many University Heights resi-
dents—filled John Carroll University’s 
(JCU) Jardine Room on Nov. 15 for the 
2023 UH Civic Awards.
 In his opening remarks, Mayor Mi-
chael Dylan Brennan said, “We brought 
back the Civic Awards in 2018 because 
it is important to take time to celebrate 
our community, and give recognition 
where it is deserved, to amplify and tell 
the story of the people who make a dif-
ference in the community. 
 “So much of life is ephemeral and 

impermanent. We pause to remember to-
night, in hopes that we may never forget.”
 The event was hosted by JCU gradu-
ate and 19 News reporter Rachel Vadaj.
 “University Heights is not just 
my home away from home because 
John Carroll is my alma mater—it’s the 
warmth I feel in my heart from the 
welcoming kindness of its leaders and 
residents,” Vadaj said. “I hope the well-
deserving award winners and talented 
performers will cherish the evening as 
much as I will!”
 The University Heights Service 
Department was named City Employ-

Noble Neighbors 
marks 10 years
Brenda H. May 

Noble Neighbors will celebrate its 
10th anniversary on Jan. 10, 2024.
 It began as a gathering of neigh-
bors responding to a violent crime, but 
quickly grew into a group of citizens 
who considered what they could do to 
help make their neighborhood more 
friendly, safe and attractive. The list 
of achievements toward that goal is 
extensive.
 What once was a neglected quar-
ter of the city is now a talking point for 
every candidate who seeks local public 
office. Noble Neighbors election fo-
rums for city council and contested 
school board elections have enjoined 
citizens from all areas of Cleveland 
Heights to consider how support for 
the neighborhoods along Noble Road 
impacts the city as a whole.
 Noble Neighbors has advocated 
for area redevelopment through 
multiple projects. The 2015 Noble 
Neighborhood Assessment Project 
was a partnership between Noble 
Neighbors and Case Western Reserve 
University’s Mandel School of Applied 
Social Sciences. Almost all of the 
residential buildings in the area were 
assessed for quality of maintenance. 
Over 90% of our properties were 
found to be in the good-to-excellent 
range, bringing a needed correction 
to a false, negative narrative about the 
northeast quadrant of the city. This 
area is now a top choice for first-time 
buyers.
 The 2017 Envision a New Triangle 
District Workshops brought about 60 
participants from across the city to 
consider improvements for the Noble-
Warrensville-Mayfield area business 

FH awards mini-grants to eight Heights groups
Sarah Wolf 

The FutureHeights Neighborhood 
Mini-Grant program offers funding 
of up to $1,000 for neighborhood 
groups to pursue community-building 
programs, projects and initiatives. 
The Fall 2023 round of funding re-
sulted in eight groups being awarded 
a total of $4,892.
 Lake Erie Ink received $1,000 for 
“Explore and Connect,” a three-day, 
spring-break program in which stu-
dents from Noble and Oxford schools 
will learn more about their neighbor-

The Coventry PEACE Lantern Festival, pictured 
here in 2022, is one of eight FH mini-grant 
recipients. 

hood by conducting interviews with 
Heights leaders. Students will then 
write about their experiences and 
have their work on display around 
the neighborhood. Grant dollars will 
support program facilitation and sup-
plies.
 Noble Elementary School PTA 
received $1,000 for “Noble Pride – 
A Thoughtful Makeover,” in which 
PTA members will collaborate with 
students, school staff, and neighbors 
to give the school’s exterior a make-
over. Participants believe that the 

continued on page 12
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About the Observer
The Heights Observer is not a 
conventional newspaper; it 
is a nonprofit publication for 
residents of Cleveland Heights 
and University Heights.
 The Heights Observer has 
no writing staff; it is written by 
you—the readers.
 Individuals throughout the 
community decide what stories 
they want to write, then submit 
them for publication. Anyone 
in University Heights or Cleve-
land Heights is welcome to con-
tribute regularly, occasionally or 
even just once.
 Is there something you 
think should be covered in 
the Heights Observer? If so, 
please write it on your own, 
or with friends, neighbors or 
colleagues. Our volunteer edi-
tors will make sure it’s ready to 
publish, and contact you with 
any questions.
 If you’re writing a news 
article, it should be clear and 
factual. If you want to express 
an opinion, submit it as a let-
ter to the editor or an opinion 
piece. Either way, make sure it’s 
about something specific to our 
two cities. And try to keep it 
under 500 words.
•  To make a submission of any 

kind, go to www.heightsobserv-
er.org and click on “Member 
Center” at the left.

•  For information about writing 
style, article length, etc., click 
on “Become an Observer” at 
the left. For questions that 
aren’t answered there, call 
the FutureHeights office at 
216-320-1423 or e-mail info@
futureheights.org.

 Articles to be considered 
for February publication must 
be submitted by Jan. 15. We 
publish some articles online 
only.

A message from our publisher
Dear Heights Ob-
server Supporter,
 One of my 
favorite roles is 
serving as the 
publisher of the 
Heights Observer. 
You may already know that the 
Heights Observer is an award-winning 
newspaper, but did you know we 
are in our 16th publishing year! 
The Heights Observer is a very good 
source of local news, views, events, 
and other information for residents 
of Cleveland Heights and University 
Heights. It is a well-run publication 
with editors and a sales team who 
are intentional in supporting writ-
ers and local businesses, along with 
a graphic design team that makes 
us look great. It takes a significant 
amount of time and dedication to 
produce a monthly print issue. I’m 
very proud of our staff and their 
commitment to creating a quality 
community paper. 
 Over the last 15+ years, the 
Heights Observer has been sustained 
by our generous advertisers and do-
nors. Funds raised from these sources 
help to pay for printing a monthly 
paper (a rarity in most communities), 
pay for the editors and staff, and dis-
tribution of over 6,000 copies each 
month! The Heights Observer is also 
sent out digitally every Tuesday with 
information you may not see in print.  
 I know that a lot of organiza-

tions are vying for your attention 
and support. If you are looking to 
make a difference locally, support-
ing a paper that directly supports 
the community is a great choice! 
Whether you are a reader, advertiser, 
or writer, I hope that you will con-
sider giving your support through a 
tax-deductible donation to help us 
keep the Heights Observer in print and 
FREE to all our readers. It isn’t often 
that communities have such a great 
local resource to share what is going 
on right in their neighborhoods, 
schools, and business districts. There 
is always so much to share!  
 To make a tax-deductible 
donation to support the Heights 
Observer or to renew receiving the 
Heights Observer in your mailbox 
($60 donation) please visit the 
FutureHeights website, www.
futureheights.org, and click on the 
donate button. Remember, you 
may always choose to become a 
sustained supporter and make a 
monthly donation.
 Thank you so much for your 
consideration and support of the 
Heights Observer. If you want to learn 
more about how you can contribute 
as a writer, an advertiser, or become 
a distribution site, please contact us 
at info@futureheights.org.

Kristine Pagsuyoin is the FutureHeights 
executive director and Heights Observer 
publisher.

Kristine Pagsuyoin

Russo family plans to bring another 
grocery store to Cedar Fairmount
Jack Valancy 

Here’s an e-mail I sent to the Cleve-
land Heights mayor and city council 
members:
 I met the Russo family in Septem-
ber 1980, when I moved my consulting 
practice from my home to the Cedar 
Grandview Building, above Merit Drug 
(now gone) and Russo’s Stop n Shop. A 
handshake with Sal was my lease. 
 In 1993, Sal was on the honorary 
board of the Coventry PEACE Play-
ground, along with Tommy Fello. We 
held a fundraiser at the store, with 
Russo’s local specialty vendors donating 
the catering. The following spring, Sal 
and Tommy contributed to Coventry’s 
Cookin’. The remaining copies are now 
available at the Big Fun pop-up. Steve 
Presser will donate the proceeds to the 
Coventry PEACE Park renovation.
 For many years, Sal Russo, “Sal 
Sr.,” was among the leaders of the Ce-
dar Fairmount Special Improvement 
District (formerly Business Associa-
tion). I’ve never seen the neighbor-
hood more active and vibrant than 
it is today . . . but it needs a grocery 
that meets the needs of everyone 
from students to seniors, regardless 
of affluence.
 While many Cleveland Heights 
landlords have been cashing out on 
their properties, the Russo fam-
ily has been investing. Considering 
that the Cedar Grandview Building 
is 100-plus years old, it’s in pretty 
good shape. The second-floor offices 

are clean and well-maintained. (Sal 
V’s office is down the hall from my 
studio.) The first-floor grocery space 
was thoroughly emptied and cleaned 
after Dave’s vacated. The exterior 
and parking lot were also freshened 
up. Modifications to meet the needs 
of a new grocery operator can be a 
public/private capital investment in 
the neighborhood. (Though tear-
ing out the commercial kitchen is a 
heartbreaker. Times change.)
 For 40-plus years, trucks unload-
ed below my windows on Grandview. 
When Dave’s first left, 14 months ago, 
I enjoyed the quiet. But now, I miss 
the noise and the hustle of economic 
activity, not to mention the conve-
nience of working over a grocery store. 
 Thank you for your interest in the 
Russo family’s plans to bring a grocery 
store to the Cedar Fairmount district.

Jack Valancy has lived here since gradu-
ating from Cleveland Heights High 
School in 1966 and Miami University 
in 1970. He describes himself as a “casual 
photographer” whose work can be seen at 
jackvalancy.smugmug.com.

Bring back civics 
to Heights High
Alan Rapoport

Now that the election for the CH-UH 
school board is over, I offer a modest 
proposal: The board should restore 
civics to the high school curriculum 
as a required course.
 When I attended the Heights 
schools, there was such a required 
course. It was taught poorly. Most 
students tried hard to stay awake; few 
paid much attention. But perhaps that 
is because the board did not take its 
requirement seriously enough.
 Children now are growing up 
with no understanding of how local 
governments operate. They could 
not tell a Board of Zoning Appeals 
from a Planning Commission. Later, 
as adults, they fail to appreciate how 
to gain access to elected or appointed 
officials. They become frustrated 
because they believe nobody at city 
halls listens. They lack a real ability to 
understand and influence important 
public decisions that affect them.
 Civics education should not 
consist of indoctrination. It should 
convey basic information about public 
roles and functions. Those who per-
form such roles and functions could 
visit classrooms and talk about what 
it is that they do. This could include 
more than members of city councils. 
It could include police, fire, and ser-
vice department employees. It could 
include all types of city personnel.
 Such a course is not required 
by state law standards. But so what? 
There is no ban on a local school 
board taking an initiative to do what 
the state of Ohio has failed to do—
namely, better educate the citizenry.
 Starting up such a program would 
not be quick and easy. It would require 
the creation of a curriculum. There 
would have to be a transition period 
for its implementation. There would 
be a need to budget for it. Most 
importantly, talent to teach in such 
a program would have to be found. 
That all said, the benefits would be 
substantial. A truly well-designed civ-
ics program would help the children of 
our community feel more comfortably 
part of the community. It would train 
potential leaders of tomorrow for 
roles that will need to be performed.
 Oh, and when the board finishes 
bringing back civics, maybe it then 
could consider bringing back shop and 
home economics courses, too.

Alan Rapoport, a longtime resident of 
Cleveland Heights, served on CH City 
Council (1980–87) and as council presi-
dent/mayor (1982–87). A graduate of Fair-
fax Elementary and Roxboro Junior High, 
he was elected to the Cleveland Heights 
High School Hall of Fame.
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Roofing
Residential
Commercial 

Tear-offs • Re-roofs • All repairs
Shingles • Slate • Tile • Gutters • Siding • Chimney Work 

Metal Roofs Installed 
Insured • All work guaranteed • Free estimates  

216-319-0430

Ice & Snow Removal
Gutter De-Icing Cables Installed
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Drs. Orr and Wilson, and the friendly University
Dental Associates team, provide old-fashioned care
using the latest technology
Serving University Heights and vicinity for
more than 20 years
13484 Cedar Road (Just east of S. Taylor Road)
216-932-9400

Drs. Orr and Wilson, and the friendly University 
Dental Associates team, provide old-fashioned care 
using the latest technology
Serving University Heights and vicinity for 
more than 20 years
13494 Cedar Road (Just east of S. Taylor Road) 

216-932-9400

University Dental Associates

Always there when you need us Dr. Ron Orr and Dr. Pat Wilson
universitydentalassociates.net

One-stop dental care:
• General Dentistry
• Check-ups/Cleaning
• Orthodontics
• Teeth Whitening
• Dentures and Partials
• Root Canals
• Oral Surgery
• Implants

WThe 

original

Heating | Cooling | Plumbing | Specializing in Steam & Hot Water Boiler Systems                          

Schedule now to 
keep your home 
Warm & Toasty!

$ Off 
Heating 
Tune-Up40

932-9755 21
6

VEHbrothers.com 
|

Coupon must be presented at the time of service. Labor for repairs, materials, 
hydronic & commercial sized equipment additional. One discount per visit. 
Exp: 2/28/24                                         

Generations of 
Family Experience. 5

Chris
Hann

Bill 
Hann

Bonded Insured 
OH LIC #24462                             

your neighborhood
café + patisserie

9am til 4 pm
wednesday thru saturday

Cue up the coziness 
with our warming, 

winter menus.
sophielagourmande.com

HEigHTs OF 
DEmOCRACy

a reality starting in 2025. Ask candi-
dates for Cleveland Heights office 
to pledge to conduct non-partisan 
campaigns; not mention their party 
affiliation on literature; not accept 
money or endorsements from parti-
san organizations; and never smear 
or slander opponents based on their 
supposed party affiliations. All are 
welcome here.

9.  Legislation is proposed and passed 
on an emergency basis only when 
truly necessary. If the mayor contin-
ues to routinely request emergency 
passage, council will determine when 
it is justified and amend the legisla-
tion when it is not. When everything 
is an emergency, nothing is.

10.  The city website starts listing the 
names and contact information of 
all members of citizen boards and 
commissions. These residents are 
appointed to represent our inter-
ests. We should know who they are 
and how to reach them directly, just 
as we can elected officials.

11.  After much attention to Doan 
Brook, we see some love for Dugway 
Brook, whose multiple branches 
form the watershed for 48 percent 
of our city’s 8.1 square miles, and 
carry our runoff to Lake Erie. Start 
by daylighting the stretch between 
Cain and Cumberland parks, which 
was buried in the 1980s.

12.  The city backs off a proposed 
change in zoning regarding the 
windows of retail establishments. 
According to the current code, they 
must be transparent and uncovered, 
allowing passers-by to see inside and 
adding life to the street. Let’s keep 
that requirement, with variances 
considered when necessary.

 So there’s our even dozen. What 
about yours? Do they overlap with 
ours? Did we leave out something you 
consider essential?
 Please e-mail heightsdemocracy@
gmail.com and tell us your top three of 
the 12 items above, in order of prefer-
ence. Also, tell us about any burning 
Cleveland Heights issues you think we 
missed. If we get at least 20 responses, 
we will include a selection of them in 
a future column.

Deborah Van Kleef and Carla Rautenberg 
are writers, editors and longtime residents 
of Cleveland Heights. Contact them at 
heightsdemocracy@gmail.com.

A 2024 wish list for Cleveland Heights

Deborah Van Kleef and Carla Rautenberg 

We admit we were pretty cranky 
throughout most of 2023. Time wasted, 
opportunities squandered, communica-
tion gaffes, bad behavior by elected of-
ficials—it all just got to us. But the flip 
side of every gripe is a hope for some-
thing better. To kick off the new year, 
we present a few of those better things.
 In 2024, we wish that:
1.  Mayor Kahlil Seren delivers on his 

campaign promise that every resi-
dent who calls or e-mails Cleveland 
Heights City Hall receives a timely 
and helpful response.

2.  The mayor and city council achieve 
a mutually respectful working rela-
tionship, and council members have 
access to department staff when 
necessary.

3.  Council members put aside personal 
agendas, control their behavior, and 
focus on the well-being of the city 
and its residents, and the new council 
president adheres firmly to Robert’s 
Rules of Order when conducting 
meetings, and requires other council 
members to do so as well.

4.  Noble Road gets a full-service gro-
cery store; only after that does the 
city direct any more time, energy, or 
funds to finding a replacement for 
Dave’s at Cedar-Fairmount.

5.  The city wrests site control of Sev-
erance from its current slumlord 
owner, Namdar, and begins an effi-
cient, practical and inclusive process 
to plan its future.

6.  All development and infrastructure 
projects meet high standards of en-
vironmental justice and stewardship; 
adaptation to climate change; and 
racial, gender and economic equity; 
and give equally serious consider-
ation to handicapped accessibility (a 
problem in the Cedar-Lee business 
district, for example).

7.  A group of residents comes together 
to undertake tenant organizing, and 
pressures inspectional services and 
Judge J.J. Costello to come down hard 
on negligent landlords.

8.  Citizens begin now to make our sup-
posedly “non-partisan” city elections 

Need affordable Medicare 
that’s in step with your life?

This is an advertisement. Not all agents are licensed to sell all products. Service and 
product availability varies by state. 

Choosing the right Medicare coverage can 
be confusing.
I can help you find a plan 
that’s right for YOU  
and YOUR BUDGET.

Call today for personalized service!
(216) 375-5902

Kathy Carvin
Licensed Insurance Agent 

Kathy Carvin 
Licensed Insurance Agent

This is an advertisement. 

Not all agents are licensed 

to sell all products. Service 

and product availability 

varies by state.  

46275-HM-0920
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First and Third  
Sundays • 9:00-10:00AM

21600 Shaker Blvd, Shaker Heights 
Also on - ZOOM: https://bit.ly/UUCCForumsWinterSpring2024

www.uucleveland.org • forums@uucleveland.org 

Free and Open 
to the Public

First &
 Third

Sundays 

Winter/Spring 
Forums That Matter

Thought-provoking presentations on important issues that affect 
our lives. Q&A sessions stimulate an exchange of views and 
create a stronger, more accountable, informed community.

Jan 7

Jan 21

Feb 4

Feb 18

Mar 3

Mar 17

The Real Story About Drag Story Hour

Fair Districting: 
How to Stop Gerrymandering 
Guns, Violence, Public Safety:
What’s Happening Locally?
Monopolies: 
Google, Amazon, Apple, Microsoft

Why is it So Expensive to be Poor?

What’s it Like to Help a Loved One Die?

Apr 7

Apr 21

May 5

Immigrants: Curse, Blessing, Duty?

Living with Dementia: A True Story

Learning to Hate Democracy:
The Rise of Right-Wing Organizations

Helping display and 
preserve your art and 
memories since 1973

Mon-Fri 10-6 Sat 10-5
By appointment only

13429 Cedar Road
Cleveland Hts.

216-397-7671 woodtraderframing.com
Get $25 off on framing over $100

Tree Service Year Round
Pruning•Removals•Cabling & Bracing 
•Fertilization & Spraying• Air Spading

Proper Pruning of Fruit and  
Ornamental Trees

We sell and properly plant 
trees and shrubs

Fully Insured•Certified Arborist on staff

ISA TCIA NAA•ISA Certified #OH-6736

ARDMORE TREE SERVICE
Serving Tree Care Needs in the Heights 

for over 40 years

Free Estimates & Consultations
ardmoretreeservice@gmail.com•216-486-5551

Meet new people.

Step out of my comfort zone.

Support local businesses.

Make a difference in my community.

Grow my network.

New Year’s Resolutions:2024

Volunteer with us and tick all the boxes!
Visit futureheights.org to learn more.

Susie Kaeser 

When I first noticed the yard sign 
by Boulevard Elementary School 
that reads “Every minute counts,” 
it resonated with me. I am in my 
eighth decade of life, and my hus-
band is in his ninth. I want to make 
the most of every minute I’ve got!
 A few weeks later, at a meeting 
that included Boulevard’s social 
worker, Caryl Yoo, I discovered 
that the sign is part of a districtwide 
campaign to increase student at-
tendance. Superintendent Elizabeth 
Kirby coined the phrase and used it 
while communicating district goals 
to staff at the start of the school year.
 At Boulevard, encouraging at-
tendance is a schoolwide project 
that starts with creating a school 
climate that is “. . . safe, caring and 
inviting—a place children want to 
be and a place where families are 
proud to send their children,” said 
Yoo.
 Yoo leads Boulevard’s effort 
to support students in coming to 
school every day, being on time 
and staying all day. The message is 
simple: “We want you here, and we 
miss you when you are gone.”
 Regular attendance is more 
than a slogan for Yoo and the 
Boulevard team. Every minute in 
school does matter! One has to be 
in school to benefit from the expert 
teaching and rich array of support 
that helps children thrive, develop 
a sense of belonging, and learn. 
Students fall behind academically 
and socially when they are not in 
school. Closing achievement gaps 
is hard to do. Preventing them is 
preferable. Establishing regular at-
tendance habits is real prevention.
 Following up with absent stu-
dents is a daily affair. The school 
district sends text reminders and 
e-mail nudges, and teachers fre-
quently make calls when their 
students are absent.
 Last year’s attendance rate at 
Boulevard was just above 91 per-
cent, close to the “chronic absence” 

Every minute counts

THE COmmON 
gOOD

level defined by the Ohio Depart-
ment of Education. This year’s goal 
is 93 percent.
 A bulletin board in the school 
entry hall has a series of bar graphs 
that show the attendance rate for 
each grade for the previous week, 
and whether it meets the attendance 
goal. Things are going well. At the 
end of November, four of the six 
grade levels exceeded the target. First 
grade led the pack with more than 95 
percent of kids in class—the level the 
state defines as successful. Kinder-
garteners and third- and fifth-graders 
all had rates above 94 percent.
 On Tuesdays, Yoo announces 
which grade level has earned the at-
tendance trophy for the week. The 
whole school cheers. She then delivers 
a trophy to each class in the winning 
grade. The kids love it. She does, too.
 Her work goes beyond cheer-
leading. Yoo tracks daily attendance 
for each of the 260 students. Her col-
or-coded spreadsheet makes it easy 
to spot individuals whose absence is 
falling into the danger zone—greater 
than 10 percent. The numbers trig-
ger greater school involvement. 
Yoo offers resources, guidance and 
problem-solving support to parents.
 “Things happen,” explained Yoo. 
Housing, transportation and fam-
ily illness can create barriers. Many 
parents have jobs that begin before 
school. The school does offer before- 
and after-school care, but it costs 
money. In many cases, older siblings 
or extended family take charge of 
getting Boulevard students to school.
 “Our parents are doing their 
best. We want to work with them 
to solve problems. We are in this 
together,” said Yoo. “This is all about 
trust and establishing our shared 
goals for their children.” Simple steps 
can lead to improvement, even when 
there are difficult underlying issues.
 “Every minute counts” com-
municates great messages: Time is 
precious. How you use it has conse-
quences. Attending school is essen-
tial, and every student is important!

Susie Kaeser moved to Cleveland Heights 
in 1979. She is the former director of 
Reaching Heights, and is active with 
the Heights Coalition for Public Educa-
tion and the League of Women Voters. A 
community booster, she is the author of 
a book about local activism, Resisting 
Segregation.
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Apple Construction
Residential Contractor
Serving Greater Cleveland since 1980 
Kitchens, bathrooms, additions
                                         and more216-321-6639

 email: appleconstructioncle@gmail.com

Your Neighborhood Realtor 

As the fourth generation in my family to buy 
in Cleveland Heights, I know this area and 
would love to help you buy or sell 
your home! 
 
Emily Vaisa 
Cell: 440.829.9612 
Email: emilyovaisa@gmail.com 
Website: www.emilyovaisa.com 

Charred squash and community bonds 
make for a memorable Giving Tuesday

Denise shepherd, Kristine Pagsuyoin and Amanda Hill.

Amanda Hill 

It’s almost a new year, but my mind 
wanders back to the warmth and 
camaraderie of Giving Tuesday. Amid 
the numerous requests from worthy 
causes, 2023’s Giving Tuesday took an 
unexpected turn for me and my busi-
ness partner, Denise Shepherd: an 
invitation from FutureHeights for an 
unforgettable dinner, a unique way of 
expressing gratitude for our support.
 As a realtor with a background 
in nonprofit fundraising, the impor-
tance of this day resonates with me 
more than most. Join me on a journey 
back to that memorable night with 
FutureHeights, Chef Rasul, and the 
vibrant community of Cleveland 
Heights.
 The evening was hosted by Matt 
Katz and Steven Sokany in their 
beautiful and historic home. It was 
so fun to see how they’ve decorated 
it with modern art and design that 
juxtaposes the original architectural 
elements in such an unexpected way.
 Dinner was beyond what I could 
have imagined. Chef Rasul first 
comes out to the table with a piece 
of slate that he sets on the table, 
directly in front of Denise and me. 
He then proceeds to fling and smash 
charred winter squash onto the slate! 
We were stunned and delighted, to 

say the least. Topping it off with 
crème fraîche and pepita dukka was 
the perfect start to the meal. The 
meal progressed in this fashion, with 
some elements of each course being 
finished tableside, while the chef 
shared his background, influences and 
cooking philosophy. It was invigorat-
ing to meet someone so passionate 
about what they do. (I hope people 
feel that when I talk about my career!)
 I always describe the Cleveland 
Heights community as eclectic, and 
the dinner guests were just that. 
Whether it was the wine pairings or 
the dazzling conversation, I was mes-
merized to hear what brought people 
to Cleveland Heights and why they’ve 
chosen to stay and invest in it.
 I left the evening so proud to 
be a resident and so grateful for the 
work that FutureHeights does to 
strengthen the community. Denise 
and I are proud to support Future-
Heights with our time, talent and 
treasure. We don’t do it for the dinner 
invitation, but it sure was a great way 
to spend Giving Tuesday this year!

Amanda Hill is a realtor at Keller Wil-
liams Greater Metropolitan Real Estate 
Brokerage and a volunteer with Future-
Heights’ FutureHomes and Revitaliza-
tion Committee. She lives in Cleveland 
Heights.

Reflections on nature’s way
Elizabeth Englehart 

Lately, I have been listening to a song 
written in 1970 by Randy California, 
lead guitarist from the group Spirit, 
a grossly underrated group from 
that era. The words “Nature’s Way” 
float through my brain each day . . 
. “it’s nature’s way of receiving you; 
it’s nature’s way of retrieving you; 
it’s nature’s way of telling you some-
thing’s wrong.”
 We humans are interconnected 
with the natural world. Each affects 
the other. Nature receives us with 
beauty and wonder. It shares with us 
its clouds and mountains. We survive 
on its water, its land, its bounty of 
nourishment. Nature doesn’t care 
what we look like or what we believe. 
It does care about what humans do 
to it, though.
 This is when nature retrieves us. 
It retrieves us from denial, from fear, 
from anger and from helplessness. It 
opens our eyes to what we are doing 

to our natural world. It shows us the 
truth, and allows us to take action. 
It lets us realize that one person 
can make small changes to help the 
natural world. Please know this, and 
allow yourself to be retrieved by 
nature.
 When the out-of-control fires 
in Canada last summer gave us dan-
gerous air-quality levels and smoke-
filled skies, nature was telling us 
something’s wrong. When harmful 
algae blooms appear in Lake Erie, na-
ture tells us that something’s wrong. 
When a young woman told me that 
she recently moved to University 
Heights from my hometown in Cali-
fornia “because of fire and water,” 
nature was telling her something’s 
wrong.
 Now is the time and we human 
beings are here to help with compas-
sion. It’s nature’s way.

Elizabeth Englehart is the University 
Heights Green Team organizer.
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nOV. 20, 2023

Council members present were Michele 
Weiss (vice mayor), Brian J. King, Threse 
Marshall, John P. Rach, Sheri Sax, and Win 
Weizer. Christopher Cooney was not pres-
ent. Also present were Mayor Michael dylan 
Brennan, Clerk of Council Kelly Thomas, Law 
director Luke McConville, and Finance direc-
tor dennis Kennedy. (Sax noted that Cooney 
has missed 38 percent of the council meet-
ings in the past year. The motion to excuse 
Cooney passed, with Sax voting against.)

Council actions
Council approved the Salary Range and Pay-
Rate Range for non-Bargaining Unit Employ-
ees. Council raised concerns regarding tasks 
assigned to the mayor’s special assistant and 
whether some of those tasks belong to a city 
administrator, which University Heights does 
not have. Sax noted that three positions (Fire, 
Police, and Service) have collective bargain-
ing requirements that are not defined in the 
same fashion and maintained that those 
should be consistent. McConville clarified 
that the ordinance pertained to pay rate, not 
job descriptions. 
 Council passed an ordinance en-
titled “Prohibited Campaign Contributions;” 
amended appropriations for 2023; ap-
proved a change order for the 2023 Road 
Program, not to exceed $16,968.75, for in-
stallation of sidewalk on Glendon Road; and 
authorized seeking bids for the 2023–24 
Fall Tree Pruning.
 Council removed from the agenda an 
ordinance regarding Electric Vehicle Sup-
ply Equipment, which will be discussed at 
the next Economic development Committee 
meeting. 

Committee and staff reports
Communications/Civic Engagement: An arts 
and cultural survey has been conducted and 
results will be provided before Thanksgiving. 

University Heights City Council 
meeting highlights

The survey gathered input on improving existing 
events and possible additional events. It may 
help with applications for grant funding. 

LWV Observer: Tanis Swan. 

dEC. 4, 2023

Present were the mayor and six council mem-
bers. Christopher Cooney was not present. Also 
present were the clerk of council, law director, 
and finance director. (Sax noted that Cooney 
has been absent for 41 percent of meetings, 
but did vote to excuse his absence.)

Mayor’s report
The mayor reported a new timeline for the 
University Square bankruptcy proceeding. Last 
week, K & L Holdings consented to an exten-
sion until Jan. 20 for sale of the property. The 
sale will be finalized Jan. 30.
 The mayor said his administration is work-
ing on the 2024 budget and will release it in 
January, to be finalized before the March 31 
deadline. He decreed that council may not 
discuss the budgeting process with directors 
until the complete budget is submitted, as he 
does not want a piecemeal process.

Finance Committee report
Vice Mayor Weiss expressed dismay with the 
delay in receiving the proposed budget, say-
ing the process generally begins in September 
to allow time for hearings and consultation 
with the appropriate directors. The mayor 
had agreed to this process over the last six 
years but now has taken the position that any 
director who speaks with council regarding 
the budget before it is submitted in its entirety 
will be subject to disciplinary action and/or 
dismissal. Initially, the reason for submitting 
the budget after the november election was 
anticipation of a possible change in council’s 
membership. There was no change, but the 
delay continues. Council member Weizer 
and Law director McConville also took issue 
with the mayor over the delay and prohibi-

tion of communication between council 
and department directors regarding the 
budget. Weiss said the Finance Commit-
tee will hold a series of budget meetings 
with directors when the budget is finally 
submitted.

Council actions
Council approved temporary appropria-
tions for the first quarter of 2024, allowing 
the city to operate and to purchase a previ-
ously approved ladder truck. 
 Council authorized the transfer of 
funds from the general fund to the capital 
improvement fund for items already ap-
proved by council. 
 Presented on first reading was an 
ordinance amending the city code to be 
consistent with voter-approved charter 
amendments, including the requirement for 
the vice mayor to preside at council meet-
ings. Council authorized the law director 
to seek an advisory opinion from the Ohio 
Ethics Commission on remuneration and 
new duties for the vice mayor. 

Staff reports
The city engineer’s report (read by the 
mayor) said the Saybrook water line is 
completed, there is a new water main on 
Silsby, the East Scarborough/Canterbury 
sewer is online, and the 2023 road pro-
gram is finished. The 2024 road program 
is to be determined. 
 Economic development director 
Susan drucker reported a discussion, 
held at the last Economic development 
Committee meeting, regarding John Car-
roll University’s (JCU) proposal to put a 
parking lot on Fairmount Circle where 
there had been a BP station. She said she 
considers that location to be a prime area 
for development and sees shortcomings in 
JCU’s desire to use it for parking. 

LWV Observer: Marilyn Singer. 

Free	books	mailed		
to	your	young	child!	

If	your	child	is		
4	years	old	or	younger	

and	lives	in	Cuyahoga	County	
Please	register	online	at:	

Imagina5onLibrary.com	

Serving Northeast 
Ohio Homeowners 

since 1975

Quality Painting.
T H AT ’ S  A L L  W E  D O !

The Heights’ #1 choice 
for interior and exterior 

painting

Call us at 
216-529-0360 

for a Free Consultation!

neubertpainting.com
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Cuyahoga Reads Report
Happy New Year! It’s that special time of the year for 
New Year’s resolutions, which may include new finan-
cial goals, health goals, and family goals. How about 
setting a reading goal?  The nine libraries in Cuyahoga 
County (Cleveland Public Library, Cuyahoga County 
Public Library, East Cleveland Public Library, Euclid 
Public Library, Heights Libraries, Lakewood Public 

Library, Rocky River Public Library, Shaker Heights Public 
Library, and Westlake Porter Public Library) are here to 
help!  Join Cuyahoga Reads, a year-long reading chal-
lenge for children and families in Cuyahoga County.   
 
To track reading, find a literacy program, or to 
learn more, visit us online at CuyahogaReads.org.

Cuyahoga Reads Literacy Tips
45,000
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2,000
1,000
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2 Mil
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900,000
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300,000
100,000
50,000
10,000

CuyahogaReads.org

Happy New Year! Thank you for coming along on this 
important reading journey. On January 10, 2024, I will 
join students at Cleveland Metropolitan School Dis-
trict’s Charles Mooney School for an Ohio Department 
of Education spotlight video. We will share great stories 
and showcase the literacy programs 
throughout Cuyahoga County to help 
our students succeed.  

Cuyahoga Reads now has 372,000 minutes read and 
18,600 days completed. We need you to keep reading. 
What are you reading this month? I’m enjoying Let the 
Trumpet Sound: A Life of Martin Luther King, Jr. by Ste-
phen B. Oates.

A Message from County Executive 
Chris Ronayne

50,000 5 Million

Overdrive, Inc. is a worldwide digital distributor of eBooks, audiobooks, online magazines, 
and streaming video titles. They are headquartered right here in Cuyahoga County and one of 
our key Cuyahoga Reads partners. Since launching the program, they have issued 4,506 new 
Instant Digital Cards, allowing residents instant access to millions of titles. This month, our 
literacy tip is to download the Libby app and start reading today. Through the Libby app, you 
can find guides for Kids, Teens, Magazines, Mystery & Thriller titles and more. Children can 
enjoy Read & Play books, traditional read-alongs, and foreign language books. While reading, 
take a picture and share it online using the hashtag #CuyahogaReads.

Scan Me 
For More Info!

WJCU concert benefits Hunger Network
Mike Cook 

John Carroll University (JCU) stu-
dents hosted a concert on Dec. 1 that 
raised enough money to provide more 
than 12,000 meals to those in need 
across Cuyahoga County.
 WJCU 88.7 FM’s “Blizzard Bash” 
at the Beachland Ballroom was a 
resounding success. Through the col-
lective support of students, attendees, 
and performers, this year’s concert 
broke pre-pandemic donation and 
student attendance records. The out-
pouring of generosity supports The 
Hunger Network’s ability to provide 
food and resources to those in need.
 JCU students Zachary ‘DJ Z13’ 
Sinutko, Emily Davala, Hamoud 
‘Moody’ Qotaynah, Danielle Turi, and 
Jayden ‘Jay’ Beddingfield of 808s & 
Mixtapes organized this year’s event 
alongside WJCU’s NEO Rocks. NEO 
Rocks airs every Sunday and Monday 
night on WJCU 88.7 FM, with Cleve-
land’s own Jason Patrick Meyers and 
Eric Simna.
 “Waking up the day after I 
thought I was dreaming,” Sinutko 

said. “To raise enough funding to 
provide over 12,000 meals is bigger 
than any of my wildest dreams. I just 
want to extend a thanks to all [for] 
the continued support we saw from 
the community at large.”
 “The only thing bigger than the 
Northeast Ohio music scene is the 
heart of the Northeast Ohio music 
scene,” said Meyers.
 The Hunger Network has more 
than 70 hunger centers in and around 
the Cleveland area, and is a 501(c)3 
tax-exempt, charitable organization. 
To make a contribution, visit give.
hungernetwork.org/blizzardbash.

Mike Cook is the communications and civic 
engagement director for University Heights.

A scene from the WJCU Blizzard Bash.

uh civic awards continued from page 1

ees of the Year.
 In introducing the department, 
Brennan said he always believed in 
them, and what they do. “I believed in 
their effort, and every day they show up 
and validate that belief through their 
labor, through their heart, through their 
sweat,” Brennan said. “They literally 
embody what it means to put your back 
into your living. . . . I have never been 
more proud to have on our team here at 
City Hall the entire University Heights 
Service Department—our 2023 Univer-
sity Heights Employees of the Year.”
 State Rep. Juanita O. Brent 
earned “Public Servant of the Year” 
honors, and Charter Review Com-
mission members Lee Crumrine and 
Chris Myrick were named “Volunteer 
of the Year” and “Citizen of the Year,” 
respectively.
 Sally Mascia took home the 
“Educator of the Year” award, and 
Police Lt. Todd Kinley was named 
City Co-Worker of the Year for his 
35 years of service.
 Good Neighbor Awards were pre-
sented to the following:
•  Primoz Pizza, for its support of local 

events and creation of the “Mr. Coo-
per” pizza;

•  Robin VanLear, for her work on the 
UH Memorial Day Parade;

•  Chocolate Emporium, for its sustain-
ability efforts;

•  Heights High Academic Challenge 
Team, for winning the 2023 Academic 
Challenge Tournament;

•  Krystof Juncho of Dollar Bank, for 
financial support of the Juneteenth 
Celebration and Fall Fest;

•  Rabbi Elle Muhlbaum, for earning 

Cleveland Jewish News’ “12 under 36” 
recognition;

•  Alexandra Fleksher of “Faces of Ortho-
doxy,” for her work to dispel negative 
stereotypes;

•  Dan Plato, for his work on the Gesu 
Bolt fundraiser.

 Hartley Love of the city’s Beauti-
ful Homes Committee presented this 
year’s awards for homes, in categories 
including Curb Appeal, Sit a Spell, 
Best Front Door, and Green Home.
 New this year was the “Good Stew-
ardship” award, presented to homeown-
ers who have lived in their homes for 
20 years or more. This award celebrates 
homes that are well-maintained, have 
attractive landscaping, and are an asset 
to the neighborhood.
 Guests were not only treated to see-
ing friends and neighbors receive awards, 
but were also entertained by local artists.
 The Mal Barron Trio entertained 
attendees during the pre-awards recep-
tion. During the ceremony, Heights 
Poet Laureate Siaara Freeman per-
formed an original poem about Univer-
sity Heights. The Heights High Barber 
Shoppers performed three songs. And, 
to top off the evening, Beaumont 
School senior and Rising Star CLE 2023 
Champion Lauren Ravas performed 
“When You Wish Upon a Star.”
 Deanna Bremer Fisher, the city’s spe-
cial projects coordinator, said of this year’s 
ceremony: “It really makes you proud to 
be part of a community that not only has 
so many stars who are doing great things, 
but to work for a City Hall that makes the 
effort to celebrate those achievements.” 

Mike Cook is the communications and civic 
engagement director for University Heights.
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In 2024, the City of Cleveland Heights will change its bulk collection process.

Instead of trying to complete bulk collection city-wide during one week each month, the Department 
of Public Works has divided the city into four bulk pickup routes. 

Each week, the Department of Public Works will collect bulk items from a single route, and the route 
collected each week will rotate.

Find Your Bulk Collection Week
To find your bulk collection week:

1. On the map below, identify the color of the area where your home is located or

2. On the table to the right, identify the color of your regularly scheduled refuse and recycling 
collection day, and then

3. Find that color on the small monthly calendars.

Please put your bulk items on your tree lawn on the first collection day of the week and leave them 
there until the City collects them.

Bulk Collection Guidelines
What does the City accept?

• The City accepts couches, chairs, mattresses, box springs, washing machines, dressers, 
dining tables and chairs, toilets, televisions, refrigerators, and carpets for bulk pickup.

Number of items per collection

• Residents may place up to four bulk items for collection at a time. If you have more than four 
bulk items for collection, please visit https://bit.ly/BulkAndBrushPickup.

Preparing your bulk items

• Wrap all soft furniture, mattresses, and box springs in plastic before setting them out on your 
tree lawn.

• Remove all doors from refrigerators.

• Cut and roll carpet pieces into rolls no more than one foot high and three feet long.

Placing your bulk items at the curb

• Bulk collection starts on Monday of each week, except when Monday is a holiday. If Monday 
is a holiday, bulk collection will begin on Tuesday. Place your bulk items on your tree lawn for 
collection on the first collection day of your route week. 

• Place all bulk items at least three feet from your refuse and recycling carts and away from any 
overhead obstructions.

• Do not include bags of trash with bulk items. The Department of Public Works will not pick 
them up.

Improved Bulk Collection Process for Cleveland Heights

January 2024
Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa

1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

28 29 30 31

May 2024
Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8 9 10 11

12 13 14 15 16 17 18

19 20 21 22 23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30 31

September 2024
Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9 10 11 12 13 14

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

29 30

February 2024
Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa

1 2 3

4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28 29

June 2024
Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa

1

2 3 4 5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12 13 14 15

16 17 18 19 20 21 22

23 24 25 26 27 28 29

30

October 2024
Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa

1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16 17 18 19

20 21 22 23 24 25 26

27 28 29 30 31

March 2024
Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa

1 2

3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10 11 12 13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20 21 22 23

24 25 26 27 28 29 30

31

July 2024
Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa

1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

28 29 30 31

November 2024
Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa

1 2

3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10 11 12 13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20 21 22 23

24 25 26 27 28 29 30

April 2024
Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa

1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

28 29 30

August 2024
Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa

1 2 3

4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28 29 30 31

December 2024
Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9 10 11 12 13 14

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

29 30 31

Refuse Pickup Day Bulk Collection Week

Monday Week A

Tuesday Week B

Wednesday Week C

Thursday & Friday Week D

Scan for more information
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ELECTRICAL



 
CONTRACTORS

nOV. 20, 2023

Board members present were Melody Joy 
Hart (president), Craig Cobb (vice presi-
dent), Janine Boyd, Tony Cuda, Gail Larson, 
Anthony Mattox Jr., and davida Russell. 
Also, present were Mayor Kahlil Seren, 
Clerk of Council Addie Balester, Law direc-
tor William Hanna, and City Administrator 
danny Williams.

Public comments
A noble neighborhood resident com-
plained about piloting the use of shipping 
containers [for portable buildings] in 
denison Park, saying that “jewel boxes” 
or “kiosks” noted in other parts of the city 
would be preferable.

Council actions
Council approved several agreements, 
including with:
•  Cuyahoga County, for services to main-

tain the city’s sanitary and storm sewers 
in 2024.

•  Glaus, Pyle, Schomer, Burns and DeHaven 
Inc. (GPd Group), for engineering ser-
vices for water-main replacements on Edg-
erly and Clarendon roads, for $91,500.

•  Pfund Superior Sales Co. Inc., for pur-
chase of a 2025 Freightliner Crew Cab 
ambulance and chassis for the fire depart-
ment, for $379,713.

•  The Northeast Ohio Regional Sewer 
district for grant funding 1) for the design 
control of SSO CH-30, in the amount of 
$75,100; and 2) for the Hampshire Road 
Illicit Connections and SSO Control Proj-
ect, in the amount of $999,625. 

 Council approved a budget adjustment 
for the 2023 fiscal year. Council authorized 
application for $50,000 in grant funding 
from the county’s Community development 
Supplemental Grant program to replace 
and repair decorative light fixtures in the 
Coventry Village business district.

Committee of the Whole (CoW)
An e-mail from Heights Arts Executive di-
rector Rachel Bernstein led to a discussion 
of the Arts Commission legislation and a 
decision to postpone the vote and open the 
dec. 4 CoW meeting to members of the arts 
community.
 Council will work on council rules, to 
be in place for the 2024 council. Current 
members and the member-elect will each 
send five to 10 rule suggestions to the clerk 
of council for discussion at the next CoW 
meeting.

LWV Observer: Blanche Valancy. 

dEC. 4, 2023

All council members were present, as were 
the mayor, clerk of council and law director. 

Public comments
A noble resident expressed appreciation 
for additional information about the denison 
Park shipping container project, which she 
received in Mattox’s committee meeting, 
but reiterated that, if the pilot project does 

Cleveland Heights City Council 
meeting highlights

not work, she hopes the containers will not 
remain in the noble area.
 Local architect Paul Volpe expressed 
satisfaction with the new structure and func-
tion proposed for the Community Improve-
ment Corporation (CIC) and the proposed 
Arts Commission.
 Jack Slater, representing the northeast 
Ohio branch of the Party for Socialism and 
Liberation, protested council’s resolution 
expressing support of Israel’s self-defense 
in the war launched by Hamas. Slater 
expressed the opposing view in support of 
Palestinians.
 A resident expressed outrage about 
cuts to programs relevant to Cleveland 
Heights youths, such as cuts to Safety Town, 
sports, pools, the skating rink, and recreation 
programming. She said opportunities she 
had in her youth are not available to her 
children, and maintained this neglect would 
make it more difficult to attract or keep young 
families in the community.
 A Milliken resident opined that Cleve-
land Heights is not fighting to be the best, 
citing problems such as Severance mall and 
suggesting some legislative ideas to address 
Severance.
 A resident thanked the city for open-
ing the ice rink this week. She advocated 
for more effective communication between 
the city and its residents, saying that staff 
consistently refer callers to the mayor 
rather than answering questions, creat-
ing a communications bottleneck with no 
answers.

Cedar Fairmount vacant store
Assistant director of Economic development 
Brian Anderson introduced Sal Russo, owner 
of 12438 Cedar Road, the space vacated 
by dave’s grocery store, and presented 
the city’s history of working with the Russo 
family. Russo requested financial support 
from the city to redevelop the vacant space, 
noting that a grocery is still the best use of 
the space, but the current building does not 
conform to industry standards. Anderson 
added that tonight’s presentation was an 
introduction, and specifics about funding 
would follow.

Council actions
Council presented several pieces of legisla-
tion but voted on none, including ordinances 
for ARPA allocations, amendments to the 
CIC, committee changes that effectively 
remove sustainability from the transportation 
committee to a new committee, 2024 budget 
appropriations, establishment of a Parks and 
Recreation Youth Advisory Board, an agree-
ment with WXZ CPV LLC for redeveloping the 
Taylor-Tudor buildings, and establishment of 
the Arts Commission.

Committee of the Whole
A group of Cleveland Heights arts organiza-
tions proposed substantial changes to the 
Arts Commission. Council members and the 
mayor agreed to make changes.

LWV Observer: Blanche Valancy.  

THANK YOU 
FOR 8 YEARS OF SERVICE

WELCOME  
NEW BOARD MEMBERS

Beverly Wright Jim PoschGabe Crenshaw Phil Trimble

CLEVELAND HEIGHTS-UNIVERSITY HEIGHTS BOARD OF EDUCATION  •  FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT CHUH.ORG

CHUH-BOE-HO-Ad.indd   1 12/19/23   12:34 PM



Heights Observer January 1, 2024     www.heightsobserver.org10

COmmUNiTy NEWs

LEI seeks volunteers and board members
Janae Bryson 

For more than a decade, Chris Garson 
has been a steadfast presence at Lake 
Erie Ink (LEI), driven by a passion 
for writing and a profound desire to 
foster literacy among young minds. His 
journey began with a chance encounter 
at a coffee shop, where he overheard a 
conversation about LEI’s mission to 
support youth in finding their voice 
through creative expression.
 Initially drawn by his love for 
writing and the organization’s com-
mitment to empowering youngsters 
through literacy, Garson’s role evolved 
over the years. He transitioned from 
volunteering in-person at Ink Spot 
to adapting to virtual spaces during 
the pandemic. Through Zoom classes 
and full-day events, he witnessed the 
incredible imagination and creativity 
of the 11- to 13-year-olds he mentored.
 Garson shared the story of a shy, 
reserved young girl who, over three 
years, blossomed into a confident indi-
vidual unafraid to share her work. Her 
journey symbolizes the essence of LEI’s 
impact, emphasizing the development 
of confidence, self-esteem, and the 
power of self-expression.
 Central to LEI’s programs is the 
belief that writing is a tool to enhance 
children’s confidence, self-esteem, and 
ability to articulate their thoughts. Vol-
unteers like Garson play a pivotal role by 
lending a listening ear, acknowledging 
the value of the children’s words, and 
offering positive reinforcement, thereby 
fostering an environment where young 
voices feel heard and valued.
 Garson also highlighted in-
novative initiatives, such as a music 
program that empowered children 

to compose songs with community-
oriented messages. Such projects not 
only showcase the kids’ musical talents 
but also instill in them a sense of com-
munity responsibility, and promoting 
positive messages through their art.
 One of the most fulfilling aspects of 
Garson’s volunteer work lies in witness-
ing the growth of young minds. The story 
of a struggling young writer who found 
inspiration and direction during their 
one-on-one session is a testament to the 
immense impact a simple conversation 
can have on a child’s creative journey.
 Beyond the direct impact on the 
youth, Garson emphasized the profound 
personal growth he’s experienced through 
his volunteer work. Seeing the world 
through the eyes of children has broadened 
his perspective, kept his mind open to new 
ideas, and reinforced the belief that every 
individual, regardless of age or background, 
has something valuable to offer.
 LEI’s volunteer journey, as evi-
denced by Garson’s dedication, stands as 
a testament to the transformative power 
of nurturing young voices, fostering 
creativity, and instilling confidence. The 
organization continues to be a beacon of 
empowerment, shaping not only the lives 
of the youth but also leaving an indelible 
mark on those who dedicate their time 
and energy to its noble cause.
 Lake Erie Ink is looking for volun-
teers, board members, and interns. For 
more information on how to join LEI, 
and bring your unique talents to an or-
ganization that seeks to empower the 
next generation, profoundly impacting 
the lives of youth and the communities 
it serves, visit lakeerieink.org.

Janae Bryson is the marketing coordinator 
at Lake Erie Ink.

Reaching Heights seeks new director
Mazie Adams 

Reaching Heights is a vibrant, local 
nonprofit whose staff and volunteers 
are passionate about public educa-
tion, racial equity, and supporting the 
Cleveland Heights-University Heights 
public schools. For the past 10 years, 
Reaching Heights has been led by Krista 
Hawthorne, who will retire at the end 
of this school year.
 The Reaching Heights Board of 
Directors is now undertaking a search 
for a new executive director who will 
continue to build on Hawthorne’s ex-
cellent work. The successful candidate 
will be committed to the Heights public 
schools and community engagement.

 To learn more about Reaching 
Heights and the job posting, visit www.
reachingheights.org
 For more than 30 years, Reaching 
Heights has encouraged the community 
to stay informed about and engaged with 
Heights public schools. Reaching Heights 
believes all students deserve the best educa-
tion possible, and successful schools are a 
key component to successful communities. 
Reaching Heights events and programs sup-
port and celebrate the students and teach-
ers in the CH-UH City School District. 

Mazie Adams is a lifelong resident of Cleve-
land Heights, a supporter of the Heights public 
schools, and a member of the Reaching Heights 
board of directors.
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 DELANEY G RO U P  T H E  

 

SUSAN DELANEY, ABR®,RRS,CNE®       
216~577~8700 
President’s Circle ~ “The Best of the Best” 
Email: susandelaney@howardhanna.com 
Web: susandelaney.howardhanna.com  

“We must find the time to stop and thank the people  
who make a difference in our lives.”  John F. Kennedy 

 

January is often considered the month for  
deep reflection. We look back at the year behind  

us and then look forward to the future year. 
 

LOOKING BACK:  
My sincerest thanks for all your good wishes,  
Confidence in me and support in my business. 

 

LOOKING FORWARD:  
I wish you all much good health, success in  

your endeavors, happiness and bountiful blessings.  

Cleveland Institute of Art 
11610 Euclid Avenue

Get back into the studio! Learn new media or 
build on your existing skills in a friendly and 
well-equipped learning environment. Classes for 
adults and young artists available, taught by 
accomplished artists and designers. 

View course listings and learn more at
cia.edu/spring

SPRING  CLASSES 
BEGIN  FEB  5

The 2
024 

NEOM
FA

Play
wrig

hts

Fest
ival

convergence-continuum presents:

For Tickets & Info:
www.convergence-continuum.org
or call 216-687-0074
LIMINIS THEATER | 2438 Scranton Rd. 
Cleveland OH 44113

February 15th through February 24th

See what the next generation of playwrights is up to!
Two weekends of new plays by: 
Weekend 1: Laura Barberi     (Wo)Mansville
Weekend 2: Eric Mansfield    Cemetery Calling
              Heather R Sutherin  Distant Stars

Tickets $20
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COMMUNITY NEWS

Catalina Wagers 

Cleveland Heights Green Team 
(CHGT), in partnership with the 
Nature Center at Shaker Lakes and 
the Lee Road and Coventry Village 
branches of Heights Libraries, will 
collect broken, burned-out string 
lights, extension cords and power 
strips, to benefit the Cleveland Me-
troparks Zoo’s Lights for Lions 
program.
 The Heights string-lights recy-
cling drive began Dec. 2 and will run 
through Jan. 31.
 Drop-off bins are located at 
the parking lot entrance of Heights 
Libraries Lee Road branch, Heights 
Libraries Coventry Village branch, 
and in the Nature Center’s lobby.

 “Recovered lights and cords are 
collected and shipped to recycling 
facilities where the parts are sepa-
rated into plastic, glass, and copper,” 
explained Dan Dobres, metal buyer 
at Demilta Iron and Recycling Com-
pany in Willoughby. “Most materials 
will be recycled, and leftovers will be 
safely and properly disposed.”
 According to CHGT, Heights 
residents have recycled more than 
2,200 lbs. of string lights and exten-
sion cords since 2021.
 Proceeds from the recycling 
drive help fund strategies to miti-
gate human-carnivore conflicts and 
develop effective, long-term conser-
vation strategies for large carnivores 
in Tanzania. 
 “Sustainability and conservation 

String-light and power-cord recycling drive runs through January

Rachel Weller, of the Nature Center at Shaker Lakes, dropping off lights last year.
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efforts are a priority across our orga-
nization and community,” said Kaela 
Sweeney, strategic projects manager at 
Heights Libraries. “We encourage resi-
dents to support this effort and divert 
reusable materials from the landfill.”
 “This will be our third year 
supporting the Lights for Lions 
program,” said Rachel Weller, the 
Nature Center’s visitor services and 
office manager. “The community’s 
response has been incredible, and we 
definitely want to provide this service 
again this year.”
 CHGT reminds CH residents to 
avoid placing “tanglers” in their curb-
side recycling bins. Tanglers—which 
include holiday lights and power 
cords—cannot be recycled through 
the city’s recycling program, and 

cause problems and shutdowns at the 
local recycling facility.
 After Jan. 31, light strings to be 
recycled can be dropped off in the 
Cuyahoga Solid Waste District lobby, 
4750 E 131st St., Garfield Heights, dur-
ing business hours (Monday through 
Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.)
 Learn more about the Lights for 
Lions program at www.clevelandme-
troparks.com/zoo/wildlife-conservation/
lights-for-lions.

Catalina Wagers is a resident of the Fair-
fax neighborhood. She supports causes and 
programs focused on the advacement of 
NEO through better access to education, 
policy advocacy, and environmental pro-
tection, and is co-founder of Cleveland 
Heights Green Team.

Travel books for every state in the US and 
nearly every country in the world! 

Passport application and photo processing 
services at our Lee Road branch, Mon.– Sat., 
by appointment. 

Free access to foreign language learning 
apps Mango and Rosetta Stone with your 
library card! 

www.heightslibrary.org 

Heights Libraries 
can help!

Finally ready to plan 
your dream vacation? 

T H E

2267 Lee Rd  •   Cleveland, OH 44118 •  216.932.3003 •  stone-oven.com

Homemade soup and fresh 
baked bread:  Who could 
ask for anything more!
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perception of safety is tied to a 
sense of cleanliness and care for a 
space, and can have a ripple effect 
into the surrounding neighborhood. 
PTA members view this project as 
a reflection of neighborhood pride, 
encouraging respect, humility, and 
compassion for all stakeholders. 
Grant funds will support paying 
an artist to work with the group to 
create public art, hosting a celebra-
tion, and purchasing materials for 
the neighborhood cleanup aspect 
of the project.
 Dobama Theatre was awarded 
$750 for “Heights Halloween Festi-
val.” This annual event is a beloved 
tradition that is growing each year, 
and enables Dobama to develop con-
nections with youth and families in 
the community. Grant dollars will 
support the inclusion of festival art-
ists and performers.
 South Overlook Neighbors 
received $542 for “Cecil Place Con-
nections,” a project that aims to 
transform a currently underutilized 
space at the end of Cecil Place, along 
South Overlook Road, into a us-
able community space by removing 
overgrown shrubs and weeds, and 
installing a park bench. Funds will 
purchase the bench and materials to 
aid in the cleanup efforts.
 Coventry PEACE Inc. received 
$500 for its “Lantern Festival.” This 

popular, annual December event 
has seen steady growth each year. 
Programming includes lantern-
making (a family-friendly activity) 
and a community-participation 
parade through Coventr y Vi l-
lage. Grant funds will support the 
festival’s inclusion of artists and 
performers.
 The Coventry Village Special 
Improvement District was awarded 
$500 for the “Coventry Village 
Holiday Festiva l.” This annual 
holiday event draws attention to the 
business district and supports the 
local economy. Event organizers are 
working to engage further with the 
merchants, especially restaurants. 
Grant funds support the purchase 
of materials needed to execute the 
event.
 Boulevard Neighbors received 
$350 for “The Heights Community 
Land Trust.” A community land 
trust is a model for perpetually af-
fordable home ownership in which 
a nonprofit owns and manages the 
land, individuals own the homes on 
the land, and the land is managed by 
a board of directors comprising the 
homeowners, community members 
and experts. The homes are bought 
at an affordable price, with a deed 
restriction requiring that owners sell 
them at an affordable price—albeit 
with some equity—which enables 

HEIGHTS SCHOOLS

Cleveland Heights – University 
Heights Board of Education   
Meeting highlights
NOV. 16, 2023 – work session

Board members present were Dan Heintz, 
Malia Lewis, James Posch, and Jodi Sourini. 
Board President Beverly Wright was not pres-
ent. Also present were Superintendent Eliza-
beth Kirby and Treasurer Scott Gainer. 

MSAN
The superintendent welcomed students from 
the middle schools and Heights High to report 
on their participation in the Minority Student 
Achievement Network (MSAN), an anchor 
student organization in the district. MSAN is 
present in about 25 school districts in the U.S.,  
including two other Ohio districts (Shaker 
Heights and Canton). 

Middle school MSAN
Students from Roxboro and Monticello middle 
schools reported on a Rock and Roll Hall of 
Fame visit to learn about the history of hip 
hop and other music cultures, their eighth-
grade trip to Step Afrika, and a biannual trip 
to the Charles H. Wright Museum of African 
American History in Detroit. They visited Kent 
State for the Martin Luther King celebra-
tion with Bernice King, and participated in a 
book study of Black Enough, a young-adult 
short story collection. This coming year they 
will study Chasing the Roots of My Heritage, 
a poetry collection exploring HBCU (histori-
cally Black colleges and universities) expe-
riences. The students participate in online 
meetings, watch and create videos, hear from 
speakers, support one another, and engage in 
positive interactions with their school commu-
nities. Upcoming events include celebrating 
Kwanza, seeing “The Color Purple” movie, 
visiting Cleveland State and Kent State univer-
sities, another eighth-grade trip to Step Afrika 
and attending a performance of the The Un-
authorized Biographies Series at Playhouse 
Square. Funding for these programs comes 
from the schools, parents, and Title I funds.

High school MSAN
Heights High students attended the Nov. 4 
National MSAN conference in Madison, Wis. 
Last spring, they attended a City Club event 
with Ambassador Gina Ambercrombie-Win-
stanley, a Heights High graduate. The students 
noted how the MSAN community and support 
helped them manage stress. This year’s ac-
tion plan will provide students opportunities 
to develop mental-health maintenance skills 
with the goal of improving the school culture 
and academic performance, and reducing 
violence between students. Action plan steps 
include a pop-up event to learn about school 
clubs and activities that focus on mindfulness, 
tranquility, yoga, music, thankfulness, self-
love, and self-care. The MSAN group will 
conduct surveys about students’ needs and 
preferences and review data about refer-
rals and suspensions arising from fighting in 
school. They will seek the support and exper-
tise of the superintendent, school principals, 
and other professionals. The student budget 
for the high school MSAN is currently zero. 

Future activities will depend on funding.
 Board members praised the students and 
endorsed the positive impact of MSAN on stu-
dents and the community.

Superintendent’s comments 
Kirby assured students and board members 
of the administration’s support for MSAN pro-
grams, noting that some of the students’ plans 
and goals coincide with those of the adminis-
tration. She said she will explore ways to work 
together to achieve them.

LWV Observer: Paula Goodwin.

DEC. 5, 2023 — special meeting for library 
board interviews

All board members were present.

[Because the Cleveland Heights-University 
Heights Public Library System is a school 
board library, the CH-UH school board is 
responsible for appointing members to the 
library’s board of trustees.]

The board interviewed seven applicants for 
one position on the library board, asking 
each: 
•  Can you please tell us your motivation for 

applying to join the library board and de-
scribe the experiences and skills that you 
would bring to the board?

•  Can you please tell us what you see as the 
strengths of the CH-UH library system and 
areas that need improvement?

•  The term of a board member is seven years; 
how would you measure success at the end 
of your term?

•  If a community member asked to have a 
book removed from the library, how should 
the library respond?

•  Can you please tell us your thoughts about 
the possibility of the CH-UH library merg-
ing with the county library system?

 After the interviews, the board requested 
comments from Library Director Nancy Levin 
and current Library Board Member Dana 
Fluellen, both of whom were present during 
the interviews.
 Levin said she felt the library board would 
benefit from the appointment of an attorney 
and more representation from University 
Heights.
 Fluellen said people who are passionate 
about literacy and providing services to un-
derserved communities would best serve the 
board.
 The school board appointed Hallie Turn-
berrez, an attorney and resident of University 
Heights.

LWV Observer: Paula Goodwin. 

Documents for all board meetings can be ac-
cessed at www.chuh.org/BoardofEducation.
aspx. Board meetings are livestreamed at 
www.youtube.com/CHUHSchools) and re-
corded for later viewing.

NOBLE NEIGHBORS continued from page 1

FH MINI-GRANTS continued from page 1

district. These activities opened the 
door for FutureHeights to contract 
Camiros Ltd. to develop the Noble 
Road Corridor Planning Project. 
Both Cleveland Heights and East 
Cleveland have been invited to 
imagine a new future for the length 
of Noble Road from Mayfield Road 
to Euclid Avenue. New movement 
toward revitalization is now just 
beginning in the Noble Nela business 
district.
 Volunteers have beautified the 
neighborhood with public perennial 
gardens, coordinated front-yard 
pl a nt i n g  pro jects ,  en h a nced 
community gardens, built a mini-
park and established an orchard. 
The Noble-Roanoke mini-park 
has hosted formal and informal 
gatherings of folks enjoying this 
asset.
 Although still in its infancy, 
Delmore Community Orchard has 
produced fruit sold at the Noble 
Gardeners’ Market (NGM) during 
the past few seasons. Orchard 
Stewards have created charming 
“people spaces” within its fences, 
and have welcomed readers, artists 
and learners, as well as neighbors 
who bring their morning cup o’ joe 
and newspaper to start their day 
delightfully.
 Each project proves what 
research reveals—neighbors feel 
more safe and more connected 
to neighborhoods that are more 
beautiful and well-tended.
 The Noble Gardeners’ Market 
continues to be an engine for 
fostering community. It now boasts 

“regulars”—the buyers who stop 
by for several weeks each summer, 
and the sellers who plan their home 
gardens to be ready for market 
season. While no seller supplements 
their personal income significantly 
through NGM participation, it is 
heartening to witness relationships 
grow through the years among like-
minded participants. Sellers return 
because they want to be part of the 
community’s success.
 Numerous events have provided 
open doors for neighbors to take 
active roles in building the sense 
of community. The annual We 
Are Noble weekends offer a variety 
of opportunities to celebrate the 
Noble neighborhoods. Chalk Cheers, 
where neighbors draw simple chalk 
drawings and write encouraging 
notes on school sidewalks to students 
and staff before the first day of school, 
have a profoundly positive impact on 
the start of the school year. Book 
drives, food drives, neighborhood 
l i t ter - remova l  ac t i v it ie s ,  a n 
impromptu gathering to celebrate 
the completion of the Noble Road 
paving project, volunteering at the 
neighborhood schools, decorating 
front doors during COVID—all are 
love songs from good neighbors to 
the community they cherish.
 Noble Neighbors is pleased and 
grateful to celebrate 10 years of such 
good work that is bearing such good 
fruit.

Brenda H. May is one of the Noble 
Neighbor leaders. Check out their story 
at www.nobleneighbors.com.

an owner to build equity while 
ensuring that the property remains 
perpetually affordable. Boulevard 
Neighbors’ goal is to start a pilot 
project with a single property by 
summer 2024, expanding to addi-
tional properties if the initial project 
is deemed successful. Grant funds 
will support the group’s creation of 
a 501(c)3 nonprofit.
 Friends of Cain Park received 
$250 for “Cain Park Beautification, 
2024 Phase,” to continue incorpo-
rating native plants into the park 
and removing invasive species, thus 
enhancing the local ecology. Grant 
funds will purchase the plants; all 
labor/gardening supplies will be 

provided by the group’s volunteers.
 FutureHeights is proud to uplift 
these neighborhood-level projects 
through the allocation of Neigh-
borhood Mini-Grant funds, and is 
grateful to the Cedars Legacy Fund 
for its continued support, which 
makes the program possible.  
 The application deadline for 
the Spring 2024 awards is March 15. 
For additional information, send an 
e-mail to wolf@futureheights.org, or 
visit www.futureheights.org/programs/
community-building-programs/mini-
grants.

Sarah Wolf is the community-building 
programs manager at FutureHeights.
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NOW OPEN! 24619 Chagrin Blvd
Beachwood, OH
Phone: 216-364-1067
New gathering space for 
the community!
•Local rotating food trucks
•Local Beer
•Wine
•Speciality Cocktails
•Milkshakes

The Noble Neighborhood Branch Library, seen Nov. 30 from Montevista Road in Cleveland Heights.
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 Work completed on the site 
includes excavation, the creation of 
retaining and foundation walls, wa-
terproofing, underground plumbing, 
and steam piping. Work that took 
place in later November included the 
installation of exterior framing, tuck-
pointing of the existing brick on the 
original building, and the installation 
of cabling and power feeds.
 “We are just so pleased with 
the progress at the Noble branch 
site,” said Heights Libraries Director 
Nancy Levin. “Independence Con-
struction is doing an incredible job 
bringing Bostwick Design’s expansion 
plans to life.”
 Levin continued, “Noble Neigh-
borhood is a vibrant community that 
deserves a library that will meet their 

needs, with public meeting rooms, 
more computers, and larger areas for 
kids and teens. And it will also have 
a substantial outdoor space—not just 
for library programs but for the whole 
community to enjoy.”
 Noble’s outdoor space, at the 
corner of Kirkwood and Noble roads, 
was designed by landscape design 
company McKnight & Sergeant, who 
also designed the plans for the new 
Coventry PEACE Park.
 “The Noble project is still slated 
for a June 2024 completion,” Criscone 
said. “It will start to look like a build-
ing soon!”

Sheryl Banks is the communications man-
ager for the Cleveland Heights-University 
Heights Public Library System.

HEIGHTS LIBRARIES

Sheryl Banks

The renovation and expansion of 
Heights Libraries’ Noble Neighbor-
hood branch is on time and on budget.
 That’s according to Julie Cris-
cone, the library’s owner’s represen-
tative for the Noble construction 
project. Criscone presented a progress 
report at the Nov. 6 Heights Libraries 
Board of Trustees committee meet-
ing, highlighting the work completed 
as of early November, and the tasks 
ahead.

Coventry Village Branch
1925 Coventry Rd., 216-321-3400

Thursday, Jan. 18, 7 p.m.
Elder Abuse – The Legal Issues. The 
Legal Aid Society of Cleveland 
will present on legal rights and 
remedies for survivors of elder 
abuse and their loved ones. A 
Q&A will follow. Registration 
required at heightslibrary.org.

Lee Road Branch – via Zoom
2345 Lee Rd., 216-932-3600

Thursday, Jan. 11, 6:30 p.m.
Unpacking Our History Discussion: 
Slavery’s Legacy in Health and 
Medicine Part 1. This session of 
the monthly series will focus on 
medicine in colonial America and 
on slave plantations. Hosted on 
Zoom ID: 8236485349. Passcode: 
691353.

Noble Neighborhood Branch 
at the DCC
Disciples Christian Church, 3663 
Mayfield Rd., 216-291-5665

Monday, Jan. 15, and ongoing
Noble Voices Oral History Inter-
views. Share your Noble memo-
ries for the record as part of the 
Noble Voices Oral History Proj-
ect. Starting Jan. 15 and continu-
ing through April, community 
members can sign up for short, 
one-on-one recorded interviews 
with library staff to have their 
stories preserved. Call 216-291-
5665 for more information or to 
schedule an interview.

University Heights Branch
13866 Cedar Rd., 216-321-4700

Monday, Jan. 22, 7 p.m.
Medicare 101. Are you turning 65? 
Are you retiring? Do you know 
how to enroll in Medicare? Do 
you understand your Medicare 
plan options? To learn the an-
swers to these questions and 
more, join Marcy Rosenthal, 
a licensed Medicare insurance 
consultant from MCC Inc., for a 
free, educational “Medicare 101.”

Noble Neighborhood Library expansion is on track

Bringing Independent Living to Life.
At Judson, independent living is all about enjoying the comforts of home in a vibrant,  
maintenance-free retirement community. Residents take advantage of diverse, enriching  
programs that cultivate new friendships, maintain wellness, fuel creativity and ignite new  
interests. Seniors define an inspirational way of living with peace of mind that comes with 
access to staff members 24 hours a day should help be needed. Visit us to see how we  
bring independent living to life.

Pauline has always been passionate about educating and giving people the tools 
needed to succeed. As a professor, analyst, Certified Financial Planner and recent 
Crain’s Eight Over 80 honoree, she has impacted many and continues to inspire and  
inform as a volunteer and philanthropist.

Judson Manor 
University Circle

Judson Park 
Cleveland

South Franklin Circle 
Chagrin Falls

Judson at Home 
Cleveland

(216) 350-0326   judsonsmartliving.org

  L I V I N G  Y O U R

Passions
 Life’s

What’s going on 
at your library?
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HEIGHTS LIBRARIES

Cleveland Heights – University 
Heights Public Library Board  
Meeting highlights
NOV. 20, 2023

Present were board members Patti Carlyle, 
Dana Fluellen, Tyler McTigue, and Melissa 
Soto-Schwartz. Max Gerboc, Vice President 
Vikas Turakhia, and Secretary Annette Iwa-
moto were not present. The meeting lasted 
one hour.

Noble Youth Services Outreach 
Programming
Youth Services Librarian Hillary Brown, 
Youth Services Associate and Parks and 
Recreation Liaison Katina Davis, and Youth 
Services Associate and WIC Outreach Co-
ordinator Danielle Maynard reported on 
how the staff are “going beyond the walls” 
to connect with the community. Using loca-
tions such as Disciples Christian Church, the 
Cleveland Heights WIC office, Start Right 
Church, CH-UH schools, IXL Childcare and 
Learning Center, and Lullaby Infant Club, 
the library is taking programming to the 
neighborhood. Providing books, games, 
lunch, educational materials for moms, and 
WIC (women, infants and children) kits are 
just a few of the ways the youth services 
staff from Noble branch keep in touch with 
the neighborhood. From May to November, 
more than 2,000 connections were estab-
lished!

Board actions
The board authorized: 
•  funds to repair the Coventry PEACE build-

ing roof.
•  funds for additional fencing along Lee 

Road.
•  dental coverage for 2024 for library 

employees. (Monthly rates for full-time 
eligible employees will be $33.05 per 
individual and $88.46 for family and de-
pendent coverage, with the library pay-
ing $27.76 per individual and $57.50 per 
family and dependent.)

•  payment to Neptune Plumbing for instal-
lation of back-check valves at the Univer-
sity Heights branch. 

Personnel report
More than 10 candidates are going through 
the application and interview process for 
safety services. Manager and officer posi-
tions are currently open.

Director’s report
The CH-UH Library Manager’s Retreat led 
by Deputy Director Kim DeNero-Ackroyd 
and Director Nancy Levin was held at the 
Euclid Library. The topic was continuous im-
provement and mentoring.
 Steel has arrived at the Noble branch 
construction site. The building is beginning 
to take shape, and the footprint of the addi-
tional section is very visible.
 The Coventry PEACE building facilities 
assessment is underway and should be com-
plete by March.

 The director met with state Sen. Kent 
Smith to explore state funding options.
 ARPA funds from Cleveland Heights for 
the library are under discussion at city coun-
cil meetings. Library staff presented their re-
quest at the hearing on Oct. 24. 
 Fundraising for the renovation of PEACE 
Park continues. The Nov. 5 fundraiser at the 
Grog Shop raised more than $10,000. Parts 
of the park equipment have been saved from 
demolition and are being sold as keepsakes 
to raise funds.
 The board of directors of the Funds for 
the Future of Heights Libraries is recruiting 
new board members.
 Communications Manager Sheryl Banks 
has redesigned the library’s website homep-
age to accommodate ongoing projects such 
as PEACE Park and Noble branch renova-
tions. She has begun to refresh the website 
theme, colors, and navigation. Branch and 
department managers are helping to pro-
vide appropriate content. Social media posts 
have been exceptional thanks to photogra-
phy and information about what is happen-
ing at each branch.
 Strategic Projects Manager Kaela Swee-
ney coordinated the Climate Action Day pro-
gram with Andy Boateng, the new Cleveland 
Heights city sustainability and resiliency co-
ordinator. Thirty-two people attended.
 Eight written applications for the CH-
UH Libraries Board of Trustees have been 
forwarded to the CH-UH school board, to 
begin the interviewing process.

Public service report
Local history programs were well attended. 
Thirty-nine people attended “Synagogue 
to Sanctuary: The Jewish/African American 
Connection in Cleveland’s Historic Religious 
Architecture.” Sixteen people attended 
“Coventry PEACE Park: A Local History Cel-
ebration.”
 The second Passport Walk-in Day was 
held Oct. 24. Eleven groups came in for vari-
ous passport needs.
 Coventry Village Youth Services staff 
hosted Spooky Storytime at Spirit Center, the 
small community park on Hampshire Road 
near Coventry Road.
 University Heights Youth Services staff 
created two programs with a fall theme. 
Glitter glue or metallic markers were used to 
decorate fall leaves.
 Librarian Angela Clock coordinated the 
first-ever mini therapy horse visit. The 300 at-
tendees got to walk, groom, and pet one of 
the two therapy horses, Dimples and Stella.

LWV Observer: Judith Beeler.

Information about the board, board meeting 
minutes and audio recordings of board meet-
ings can be found at https://heightslibrary.
org/locations/heights-libraries-board.
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Kasia Bufford

Anticipation is already building for 
the upcoming 2024 Heights Music 
Hop, and FutureHeights invites 
Heights business owners to actively 
participate.
 This year’s hop is planned for 
Saturday, Sept. 28, and planning is 
underway for an unforgettable evening 
of music, artistry, and community 
spirit. Starting this year, the Heights 
Music Hop will be an event that takes 
placed on last Saturday of September, 
on a recurring basis.
 Heights businesses participate 
in the Heights Music Hop by 
transforming their establishments 
into venues for hosting live bands, 
and their participation is pivotal. 
FutureHeights invites all Heights 
businesses and business districts to be 
part of this annual event, and thanks 

those who have participated,
 If your establishment is interested 
in serving as a venue for the Heights 
Music Hop, FutureHeights asks that 
you express your interest by Jan. 
31. Detailed information regarding 
payment and sponsorship will be 
provided in February.
 Join FutureHeights in creating 
a celebration that echoes the unique 
character of this community with the 
2024 Heights Music Hop, and making 
it a night to remember.
 For additional information, or to 
express your interest, send an e-mail 
to kbufford@futureheights.org, or call 
216-320-1423 x106.

Kasia Bufford is a Cleveland Heights 
resident, musician, and the Heights Music 
Hop manager for FutureHeights. Contact 
her at kbufford@futureheights.org.

FH invites businesses to 
set the Music Hop stage

Noble Cigar Box Guitar performed in Cedar Lee during the 2023 Heights Music Hop.
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Funny Times is a Cleveland Heights-based  
newspaper of humor, politics and fun.  

Subscribe today—only $28 for a whole year of laughs.
Call (216) 371-8600 or go to FUNNYTIMES.COM

THE BALM FOR YOUR 
POST-HOLIDAY BLUES

CARTOON BY MARGARET SHULOCK  |  REPRINTED FROM FUNNY TIMES

Betsy O’Connell

Emily Campbell has been named 
president and CEO of The Center 
for Community Solutions (CCS), a 
nonpartisan research and public-
pol icy th ink tank focused on 
solutions to health, socia l and 
economic issues. CCS has offices in 
Cleveland and Columbus.
 Campbell, who lives in Cleveland 
Heights with her husband and two 
children, has worked for CCS for 16 
years, serving as its chief operating 
officer since May 2022.
 Campbell was selected after a 

broad search by an executive search 
firm and the board of directors. 
More than 470 applied to lead the 
organization, which was founded 
more than 100 years ago.
 “After reviewing many standout 
prospects ,  the CCS boa rd of 
directors concluded the strongest 
candidate for this important post 
was right here in our backyard, 
and that leader is Emily,” said 
Boa rd President Kyle Mi l ler. 
“Emily has great knowledge and 
understanding of the organization, 
public policy, networks, strategy and 
a vested interest in the community’s 
well-being. She knows where the 
organization has been and where it 
needs to go to best serve the health 
and human service needs of Greater 
Cleveland and all of Ohio.” 
 “I am deeply honored by the 
confidence the board has shown in me 
and energized by the opportunities 
and challenges ahead,” Campbell 
said. “Having served in several roles 
with the organization, I consider it 
a profound privilege to contribute 
to our mission. I am excited to 
work creatively and strategically 
with our dedicated team and many 
partners on our shared vision to 
better the lives of others and create 
a brighter and more equitable future 

Campbell tapped as new think-tank CEO

Emily Campbell
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Your plumber, your neighbor
Herb’s Plumbing & Heating

Serving the 

Heights 

since 1989

•  Experts in old  
homes

•   Water tanks &  
heating systems

•  Eco-friendly  
updates

•  Fully trained, licensed,  
bonded & insured

• Residential & commercial

216-691-2300
herbsplumbingandheating.com
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HEIGHTS ARTS

Colin Anderson

Dobama Theatre will present the 
Ohio premiere of “At the Wake of a 
Dead Drag Queen,” Jan. 26 through 
Feb. 18.
 Drag star Courtney Berringers 
welcomes you to her wake in this two-
person tour de force, by playwright 
Terry Guest, that Sarasota Magazine 
said is “bound to hit your heart.”
 Courtney has recently died—but 
make no mistake: this isn’t your 
grandma’s funeral. There will be no 
black frocks, no perfumed flowers, 
and definitely no crying. This is a 
celebration. 
 “At the Wake of A Dead Drag 

Dobama Theatre invites audiences to a ‘Wake’
Queen” is a play about the fine art of 
drag—from African gods and god-
desses to Trina and Whitney Houston. 
This irreverent, funny, and moving 
play thoughtfully uses storytelling, 
drama, and drag to celebrate Blackness 
and southern queerness, while explor-
ing identity, illness, and the narratives 
we construct for ourselves.
 The play has been produced 
across the United States, and play-
wright Guest has performed it him-
self several times. Guest recently 
achieved critical acclaim for the 
Chicago premiere of his new play, 
“The Magnolia Ballet,” for which he 
received a grant from the National 
New Play Network’s David Goldman 
Fund for Best New American Play.
 Th is  product ion launches 
Dobama’s Full Circle program, which 
focuses on connecting audiences with 
organizations relevant to each produc-
tion. Because “At the Wake” deals 
heavily with the health disparities 
facing BIPOC LGBTQ+ people living 
with HIV, Dobama is partnering with 
the AIDS Taskforce of Greater Cleve-
land to provide free testing, resources 
and information to audiences.
 Dobama has also employed local 
drag queen Onya Nurve as a con-
sultant, to help ensure that the pro-
duction is rehearsed and performed 
with cultural competency. There will 
be pre- and post-show discussions 
throughout the run; visit Dobama’s 
website for details.

 D o b a m a ’ s 
production will 
feature Jason Eno*, 
Dan Hendrock*, 
Adam Rawlings, 
and Corin B. Self, 
with scenic design 
by Ben Needham, 
lighting design by 
Benjamin E. Gan-
tose, sound design 
by Megan Culley, 
costume design by 
Suwatana Rock-
land, props design 
by Vanessa Cook, 
intimacy direction 
by Casey Venema 
and Colin Ander-
son, and techni-
cal direction by 
Jeremy Paul. The 
show is stage man-
aged by Joel Rath-
bone*, and at the 
helm is director Preston Crowder.  
(* Denotes Actors’ Equity Association 
members.)
 Dobama is a union, professional 
theatre dedicated to producing 
important new plays that have yet 
to premiere in the region. The the-
atre offers a need-based Pay What 
You Can program for all perfor-
mances—simply show up to the box 
office one hour prior to curtain, and 
any available seat may be purchased 
for $1 or more.

 For a complete performance 
schedule, ticket prices, and reserva-
tions, call the Dobama Theatre Box 
Office at 216-932-3396, or visit www.
dobama.org/drag-queen.

Colin Anderson is director of production 
at Dobama Theatre. He has worked as a 
director, designer, dramaturg, and more 
with theaters throughout Cleveland, with 
a special focus on LGBTQIA+ theater. 
Anderson is a graduate of Oberlin College 
with degrees in English and theater.

For healthy, beautiful trees next spring, the time 
to care for them is now. Let our Certified Arborists 
assess your valuable canopy. Call today.

440-463-7379
RipleyTreeService.com

Pruning 
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Stump Grinding 
Tree Removal 
Yard Expansion & more ...
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Cameron Gorman 

The first 2024 concert in Heights 
Arts’ ARTbar series—events that 
mix specialized cocktails, music, and 
poetry—will kick off on Thursday, 
Jan. 18, at 7 p.m., with a group sure to 
bring the heat.
 Surrounded by the Prismatic 
exhibition, guests will sip drinks 
while experiencing a performance by 
William Reed Simon’s Hot Club of 
Cleveland—an acoustic jazz ensemble 
that harkens back to the historically 
famous Hot Club of France, a group 
formed in the 1930s to champion the 
genre. Simon describes the group’s 
sound as “jazz, swing with mid-century 
European influences as well as bebop 
and blues.”

Jonathan Wilhelm 

Before one season at Cain Park ends, 
the roster of concerts and events for 
the following year is already being 
planned.
 While performing rights have 
been granted for 2024 musical theater 
productions and contracts signed for 
nationally touring artists, the sum-
mer lineup can’t be announced until 
later, due to contractual agreements.
 However, Cleveland Heights 
residents don’t have to wait to register 
for ticket discounts and other benefits 
for Cain Park’s upcoming 86th season. 
And becoming a Cain Park-registered 
resident is easier than ever before: 
Presenting a current Ohio driver’s 
license or Ohio state I.D. with a 
Cleveland Heights address at the Cain 
Park offices at Cleveland Heights City 
Hall is all that is required.
 Registered residents receive 
a passcode that grants them a $3 
discount per ticket, on top of any 
additional discounts they may qual-
ify for, such as senior, student or 
military. Residents also qualify for a 
15% discount for opening weekend 
performances of every Alma Theater 
show, and early access to premium 
seating at all ticketed events.
 For the second time, a Residents’ 
Week will supplant Residents’ Day at 
Cain Park, but this year the week will 

HEIGHTS ARTS

2026 Murray Hill, Cleveland
boltandspool.com

Fashion
yourself
sustainably:
make a cute dress.

sewing pattern and photo: Tauko magazine

                     New Year. 
                        New Projects. 
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  www.eastwoodfurniture.com              facebook.com/EastwoodFurniture 
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Heights Arts’ ARTbar season heats up

 “It seems every city has a ‘Hot 
Club,’ focusing more or less on swing 
with varying influences,” Simon said. 
“I figured it was time for Cleveland to 
be represented by that name.”
 During ARTbar events, Heights 
Arts’ gallery space at 2175 Lee Road 
transforms into a lounge-style environ-
ment, complete with seasonal ARTini 
drinks. The series features Northeast 
Ohio-based musicians selected by 
Heights Arts’ Music Community 
Team (comprising local arts profes-
sionals and enthusiasts).
 As a violinist, Simon has played 
with many of the area’s top jazz musi-
cians, including as a guest performer 
with the Cleveland Jazz Orchestra. 
He will be joined by Aidan Plank on 

take place at CH City Hall to facili-
tate parking and access. Residents’ 
Week is scheduled for Monday, April 
8, through Saturday, April 13, from 
noon to 5 p.m. each day.
 Registering in advance of Resi-
dents’ Week allows patrons the option 
of purchasing tickets online or over 
the phone. Cleveland Heights resident 
tickets appear online as pink seats 
during Residents’ Week and can be 
accessed by entering one’s passcode. 
Senior, student and military discounts 
are not available online. Cleveland 
Heights residents who registered last 
year are eligible for all benefits one year 
from the date of registration.
 For additional information, or to 
arrange to register at City Hall, call 
216-291-3669.
 Non-Cleveland Heights resi-
dents can receive discounts by be-
coming a member of Friends of Cain 
Park, an all-volunteer, nonprofit 
organization that has raised funds 
for, and awareness of, Cain Park since 
1991. Cleveland Heights residents 
who love Cain Park are encouraged 
to join, too. Go to https://friendsofcain-
park.org for more information.

Jonathan Wilhelm is a longtime Cleveland 
Heights resident and the assistant general 
manager of Cain Park.

Nancy Redd and Ray McNiece perform at an ARTbar event.
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Register early for Cain Park resident discounts
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HEIGHTS ARTS

Heights High’s head swim coach, Dan Budin (left), and head hockey coach, Jared Lavender, in 
front of some of the school’s sports trophies, on display in the entrance to the school’s main gym.
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STORIES

Full Circle

David Budin

My son, Dan’s, fourth birthday party 
was all about games and, sort of, 
sports. For instance, I remember sit-
ting in our kitchen, across from one 
of Dan’s pre-school friends, Jared, 
playing a game where we tried to 
blow a ping-pong ball across the table 
into the other guy’s goal. Jared won 
just about every match—because he 
really wanted to win, and I wanted 
him to win, too.
 After pre-school, Dan Budin 
attended Roxboro Elementary and 
Jared Lavender headed to Fairfax. 
Jared then went to Roxboro Middle, 
and Dan switched to Ruffing Mon-
tessori for a few years. But they met 

up again at Heights High, where 
they both were members of the 
class of 2002, from ninth through 
12th grades.
 Jared played on Heights 
High’s lacrosse team all four 
years, and Dan joined the team 
for his last two. But that wasn’t 
either guy’s main sport: Dan 
was on the swimming team and 
Jared played hockey. And now, 
in a fairly unlikely turn of events, 
Dan is the head coach of Heights 
High’s swim team, and Jared, as 
of this year, is the head coach for 
hockey.
 Jared’s sister, Heather Lav-
ender, coaches the Cleveland 
Heights middle school’s girl’s 
lacrosse team, and for the city’s 
summer youth lacrosse camp, 
in which, coincidentally, Dan’s 
daughter participated last year.
 Dan, who became head coach 
in 2014, after two years as an 
assistant, has had tremendous 
success. The boys’ team has had 
a winning record in head-to-head 
meets every year in that time, and 

the girls’ team has enjoyed winning 
records since 2016. In the previous 20 
years, no girls’ relay team advanced to 
the District Championship; last year, 
every girls’ relay team did. And Dan 
achieved his 100th victory with the 
Heights team on Dec. 19.
 Jared is just starting as the 
hockey team’s coach, so there are 
no results yet. But he told me that 
“the attitude that all the players 
have is extremely good. It’s a tough 
situation because we only have 13 
players right now, and out of those, 
about half are newer to hockey and 
maybe even skating, too. You need, 
I’d say, at least eight kids. But I’m 
concerned for their safety—dealing 

Teen gymnast Isabella Allen was diagnosed with epilepsy at 
age 9. At age 14, Cleveland Clinic Children’s discovered a 
lesion on her brain through advanced MRI technology. Today, 
she drives herself to school thanks to minimally invasive 
robot-assisted surgery and rehabilitation that transformed 
her confidence on the mat and behind the wheel.

Isabella is 1 of 750,000 children who benefit each year 
from the funds raised at the Derby Day Soirée. 

TRANSFORM THE LIVES OF 
CHILDREN LIKE ISABELLA 

Accelerate the race toward hope. 
Join us on May 4, 2024.

Reserve your spot now:

DON’T BE LEFT 
AT THE STARTING GATE FOR ONE 

OF CLEVELAND’S SIGNATURE EVENTS BENEFITING

Reserve Your Spot Now:

05 04 24
ccf.org/derbyday2024

DerbyDay-HeightsObserver-Round 3-11-final.indd   1DerbyDay-HeightsObserver-Round 3-11-final.indd   1 12/14/23   3:36 PM12/14/23   3:36 PM

with exhaustion and injuries—so it 
would be really tough to play a high 
school schedule with a team of eight 
kids or less.”
 After graduating from Heights, 
Jared played junior hockey (for those 
16 to 21)—two years for Cleveland 
Junior Lumberjacks, and one year in 
northern Michigan. From there, he 
was recruited by a coach for Castle-
ton University in Vermont, where he 
played hockey all four years. Then he 
played professionally for five years, 
for a team in the American Hockey 
League, which is right below the 
majors.
 Jared then moved back to Cleve-

continued on page 19
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is “open to beginners, without the 
stress and competitive atmosphere 
that might turn new swimmers away, 
but, then, also serving those who are 
ready for top-level swimming and 
elite competition.”
 Dan’s assistant coaches are also 
Heights graduates, including one of 
the only female swimming coaches of 
color in the state, and another who 
represents the LGBTQ community.
 Dan said the Tigersharks’ mis-
sion is to be “open and accessible, 
and then turn everyone into top-
level swimmers, and to build up 
their confidence and courage. And, 
also, to build a pipeline of talented 
student athletes, who grow within 
the program and are ready for high 
school and college athletics.”
 For Jared’s part, he said he wants 
“to give back to the community, and 
try to grow the hockey game that I 
love, and make better people, too,” as 
he said his Heights High coach did 
for him.

David Budin is a freelance writer for 
national and local publications, the for-
mer editor of Cleveland Magazine and 
Northern Ohio Live, an author, and a 
professional musician and comedian. His 
writing focuses on the arts and, especially, 
pop-music history.

land Heights and started coaching 
right away, with Heights youth 
hockey. 
 “Then the opportunity came up 
this year to coach the Heights High 
team,” he said. “The school’s athletic 
director reached out to the hockey 
community [seeking a replacement] 
and he said that a couple of people 
mentioned me.” And Jared, obviously, 
got the job. He also serves as a senior 
account executive at Keller National, 
an insurance company.
 Dan, besides coaching the 
Heights High team, also founded 
and runs Heights Tigersharks, a 
nonprofit swimming program for all 
youth age levels in the community. 
 Tigersharks oversees the high 
school and middle school teams, 
summer rec program, competition 
teams, and basic lessons and safety.
As its website says: “With fundamen-
tal aquatics at its core, Heights Tiger-
sharks provides all levels of training 
and access, from crucial safety skills 
to elite competitive swimming.”
 Dan described the program as 
“accessible and inclusive. It’s low-
cost, overall, to make it accessible, 
without money as a barrier, and 
no-cost to any who need it,” as the 
Heights Tigersharks Foundation pro-
vides for that. Tigersharks, he said, 

Piano Tuning & Repair

Happiness is a
 tuned piano!

216-965-4316

Lawrence Minadeo

HEIGHTS ARTS  continued from page 17

CAMPBELL  continued from page 15

bass and Jackie Warren on piano. 
Plank, a bassist in the Cleveland Jazz 
Orchestra and Cleveland Jazzworks, 
is an instructor at Kent State Uni-
versity and Cuyahoga Community 
College’s JazzFest Academy. Warren, 
meanwhile, holds the title of 2018 
Tri-C Jazz Legend of the Year. An 
acclaimed pianist, Warren has per-
formed at venues such as New York’s 
Lincoln Center.
 Audience members will hear more 
than just the musical arts at the Janu-
ary event. Also featured will be the 
poetry of Cleveland-based critic, poet, 
theater director, and actor Christine 
Howey. Formerly the poet laureate for 
Cleveland Heights, Howey was named 
Best Critic in Ohio by The Press 
Club of Cleveland and the Society of 

for Ohioans.”
 C a m p b e l l  w i l l  l e a d  a n 
organization of 25 employees and a 
budget of over $4.5 million. 
 B e f o r e  b e c o m i n g  C O O, 
Campbell’s work included directing 
demographic and socioeconomic 
research. She led the development of 
the Ending the HIV Epidemic 10-
year strategic plans for Cuyahoga, 
Franklin and Hamilton counties 
in collaboration with the Ohio 
Department of Health and others. 
She led needs assessments and 
strategic planning process for public 
and private entities including Akron 
Children’s Hospita l. She has a 

Professional Journalists. She feels the 
cross-disciplinary collaboration is an 
organic one.
 “I always think of poetry as music, 
so it seems like a natural fit for me,” 
Howey said. “And I anticipate that 
this collaboration will create some 
interesting friction and juxtapositions 
that will enhance both aspects of the 
performance.”
 Interested guests can purchase 
tickets for this event—or another 
upcoming ARTBar, including those 
featuring internationally acclaimed 
percussionist Jamey Haddad (in May) 
and the Dan Bruce Trio (in July)—at 
www.heightsarts.org.

Cameron Gorman (cgorman@heightsarts.
org) is the assistant director for Heights Arts.

bachelor’s degree in economics 
and international studies, and a 
master’s degree in political science, 
both from Case Western Reserve 
University.
 Campbell is also deeply involved 
in many community organizations 
including the Literacy Cooperative 
of Greater Cleveland, Greater 
Cleveland Food Bank, and the 
Health Policy Institute of Ohio.

Betsy O’Connell is a freelance writer 
and media relations professional. 
CCS is a client of Lesic & Camper 
Communications, where O’Connell is 
an associate.
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