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Owners seek landmark status for CH’s first condo

JoAnn London and Cathy Whelan

Completed in 1971, The Victorian
was the first building in Cleveland
Heights to be constructed as
condominiums. In May, owners
submitted paperwork to have the
building designated a Cleveland
Heights landmark, significant to the
community. And on July 28—after
a one-year pandemic delay—its
owners will gather to celebrate The
Victorian’s soth anniversary.
Properties Development
Company broke ground on the
building, located at 3701 Mayfield
Road, in 1969. Architect Irving
Robinson designed the building
under the direction of the company’s
principal partners, Will Sukenik and
Irving Fine, who were on-site daily.
At the time, condominiums were
a new concept in home ownership.
The Victorian’s developers marketed
the building by inviting potential
buyers to “Iry Before You Buy,” in
a program that let potential buyers

e

~ VICTORIAN

Of the owners who gathered recently for this photo, the longesttenured has lived at The Victorian
for 19 year. The newest owner has lived in the historic condominium for under a year.

rent a suite for up to two years
before completing the purchase
transaction. (Renting is no longer an
option.)

The developers advertised
the 50 individual homes as
and declared
the the large, custom units to be

“condomaximums,”

After 65 years, Heights Cleaners has closed

Lee Batdorff

After 65 years in business, opening
in 1957, Heights Cleaners—Coventry
Village’s longest-running business
with a single owner—closed on
Saturday, June 4.

The owner, 98-year-old Manny
Dishler, has retired after being in the
clothes cleaning business for about 75
years.

Soon after Dishler returned from
serving in the U.S. Army Air Force as
a unit headquarters clerk in North
Africa and Italy in the late 1940s, he
started working as a home-delivery
man for his father, Nathan Dishler,
who owned U-Need-A-Laundry in
Cleveland.

“Those days, few people locked
their doors and women were full-time
homemakers,” said Dishler.

“I was single,” explained Disher.
“I wanted Saturday afternoon and
Wednesdays off.

But management wouldn’t budge.
So, in 1952, when he was 28, Dishler

Longtime employee Terry Behnke at the
“second business line” pay phone, and owner
Manny Dishler on Heights Cleaners last day.
Manny said, “It cost a dime to make a pay
phone call when it was installed. Now it’s
50 cents.”

started Prospect Laundry at 19th and
Prospect in downtown Cleveland.
Being the boss of his own business,
he took time off and went courting.

He and Arline Cohen married in
1954 and lived in University Heights,

continued on page 9

Behavioral Health Hospital plans October opening

Angela Townsend

On Oct. 8, the MetroHealth
Cleveland Heights Behavioral Health
Hospital will open its doors to adults
and seniors who need in-patient
care. The adolescent unit will open
in June 2023.

The 112-bed hospital, on
the campus of the MetroHealth
Cleveland Heights Medical Center
at 10 Severance Circle, is designed
for short-term stays for people with
mood disorders, addiction, and other
behavioral health needs.

MetroHealth’s Bev Lozar with a prime view
of the new MetroHealth Cleveland Heights
Behavioral Health Hospital.

A job fair held at MetroHealth
Cleveland Heights on May 20
attracted more than 50 people
interested in job openings for a

COURTESY METROHEALTH

dozen different opportunities. Social
worker, patient care nurse assistant,
registered nurse, and mental health
counselor positions are among those
being filled.

So far, roughly 75% of the
available nursing positions and
all behavioral health specialist
positions have been filled. They will
be among the 155 new employees at
the Cleveland Heights facility, which
will eventually rise to 225 employees
and provide an additional $340,000
in income tax revenue to Cleveland

continued on page 9
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“the best-kept secret in Cleveland
Heights.”

A “gracious living” style is integral
to the interior of The Victorian, while
its contemporary architecture creates
a sense of timelessness. The two-story
lobby features a stunning Strauss

continued on page 2

GardenWalk CH
returns July 16 and 17

Judi Miles

At first glance, two of the 40-plus gardens
to be featured in this year’s Garden Walk
Cleveland Heights, July 16 and 17, seem
quite different from one another.

The backyard garden on
Northampton Road is a tranquil,
secluded haven—a shaded outdoor
space with natural stone paths, ground
cover, flowering bushes and roses. Its
owners chose to minimize manicured
grass, and instead expand a stone patio.

Across the city, on North Park
Boulevard, a relatively massive
backyard presented the owners with
both a challenge and an opportunity,
because of its size. By focusing on small,
managable sections, they installed a
panoply of plants, integrating art and
color into multiple intimate seating
areas. They describe the result as “an
experience of inspiration.”

Despite the apparent differences,
a conversation with the four owner/
gardeners revealed similarities. For
example, all of them believe in working
with nature, rather than against it, and
all enjoy functional outdoor spaces
with multiple seating areas, and water
features. Their gardens, which they
designed and planted themselves,
are versatile enough to allow them to
create, relax and entertain.

Interestingly; each of the gardeners
described being inspired by birch trees.

The Northampton homeowners
bought their house, in part, because
of the imposing river birch that takes
aprominent place in their backyard. In
deciding how to create the rest of the
garden, they took their cues from the

continved on page 7
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About the Observer

"The Hezghts Observer is notaconventional
newspaper; it is a nonprofit publication
for residents of Cleveland Heights and
University Heights.

The Heights Observer has no writing
staff; it is written by you—the readers.

Individuals throughout the
community decide what stories they
want to write, then submit them for
publication. Anyone in University
Heights or Cleveland Heights is
welcome to contribute regularly,
occasionally or even just once.

Is there something you think
should be covered in the Heights
Observer? If so, please write it on your
own, or with friends, neighbors or
colleagues. Our volunteer editors will
make sure it’s ready to publish, and
contact you with any questions.

If you’re writing a news article,
it should be clear and factual. If you
want to express an opinion, submit it
as a letter to the editor or an opinion
piece. Either way, make sure it’s about
something specific to our two cities.

* To make a submission of any kind, go
to www.heightsobserverorg and click on
“Member Center” at the left.

* For information about writing style,
article length, etc., click on “Become
an Observer” at the left. For questions
that aren’t answered there, call the
FutureHeights office at 216-320-1423
or e-mail info@futureheights.org.

Articles to be considered for the
August issue must be submitted by July
11. We publish some articles online only:
We also publish an e-newsletter each
Tuesday.

OPENING
THE OBSERVER

Bob Rosenbaum

The Heights Observer was recognized
as “Ohio’s Best Community
Newspaper” at the 44th Annual
All-Ohio Excellence in Journalism
Awards, a program of the Press
Club of Cleveland. The honor was
announced in early June at an awards
dinner at the House of Blues.

For each of the past five years, the
Heights Observer has received an award
in this category, earning top honors
in 2020 and 2022, and honorable
mention in 2018, 19 and ’2r1.

David Budin was recognized
this year for his “Songs and Stories”
column, with an honorable mention
in the highly competitive category for
Ohio’s best columnist. He won first
place in that category in 2019.

The statewide awards program
recognizes quality journalism in
all types of media—newspapers,
magazines, websites, television and
radio. Approximately 700 entries
were submitted in the various
categories, with judging done by
working journalists affiliated with
other press clubs outside Ohio.
Complete results can be found at
pressclubcleveland.com.

The “Best in Ohio” award is based

on review of three complete issues
of the publication from 2021. We
submitted the February, September
and October editions for their content
around last year’s local elections.

For the small, part-time team that
works on the Observer every month,
the honor makes for a nice moment.
But it’s a bigger reflection on the
community itself.

When I talk about the Observer,
I often begin by saying it’s not an
ordinary newspaper. That’s because
it’s volunteer based, and everything
we publish comes from community
members across Cleveland Heights
and University Heights.

At traditional publications, the
“news package” (to use the jargon
of editors) is planned, with stories
assigned to reporters based on what’s
happening, what’s interesting and
what sells.

For us, the articles arrive with
no advance notice, and we build the
best “package” we can from whatever
people submit.

It’s an imperfect model.
Sometimes, big stories don’t get
covered at all, or they only emerge
over time from an accumulation of
opinion pieces. We often struggle to
make sense of articles submitted by
laypeople on complex topics. (School
finance comes to mind.)

But our model is designed
for affordability in an economic
environment where even major metro
dailies can’t make ends meet. And

Bremer Fisher deserves an article

Ruth Anna Carlson

I read with great surprise, concern and
disappointment that Deanna Bremer
Fisher resigned, effective immediately;
from FutureHeights.

My husband and I moved to
Cleveland Heights almost 16 years
ago, so our experience living here has
been very much impacted by the work
of FutureHeights. We have supported
it financially for many years.

During the more than 14 years
that Bremer Fisher worked for
FutureHeights, she accomplished
many things, including;

* Publishing the Heights Observer
community newspaper, which
has become a trusted source of
information and has received several
Excellence in Journalism Awards
from the Press Club of Cleveland.

* Providing leadership skills training to
more than 8o residents, and funding
for more than 50 neighborhood-based
projects throughout our community.

* Hosting public forums on a number
of important topics, including
Severance and the transition to a
directly elected CH mayor.

* Mentoring neighborhood groups
and providing fiscal agency services
for several that are doing good work
throughout our community.

* Creating a signature event for
Cleveland Heights—Heights
Music Hop—that showcases local
musicians and our wonderful
business districts.

* Creating the FutureHomes program
that rehabilitates vacant, abandoned
homes in several distressed
neighborhoods, including the area
surrounding our newly renovated
high school.

* Increasing the city’s focus on
distressed neighborhoods, such as
the Noble and North Coventry
neighborhoods, and facilitating
the first comprehensive planning
process for the Noble Road
Corridor in at least 20 years.

* Facilitating a civic engagement
process and creating a
redevelopment plan for the Cedar
Lee Mini-Park, an underutilized
and neglected city-owned site.

* Supporting our local businesses in
many ways, including producing the
annual Best of the Heights Awards.

I understand that, however well-
intentioned, nonprofit governance
can be messy and misdirected. The
immediacy of the resignation and
the brief boxed announcement in
the May issue of the Heights Observer
suggest that there may have been
differences between Bremer Fisher
and the FutureHeights Board of
Directors.

Nevertheless, an article detailing
her leadership and accomplishments,
with a thank you and an explanation,
would be appropriate and welcome.

Ruth Anna Carlson moved to Cleveland
Heights’ Cedar Fairmount neighborbood
i1 2006. She is a retired lawyer.

it’s designed to encourage citizen
engagement in the community and
government—something that rarely
figures into the mission of traditional
publishing ventures.

The result is a publication that,
on one hand, is frustratingly less than
comprehensive, and, on the other,
more reflective of its community than
most.

Not every community could
sustain a project like the Heights
Observer. We're blessed with all the
right attributes: a strong collection of
independent business and nonprofit
advertisers that support it financially;
an activist citizenry that fills its pages;
diversity that provides a wide range of
perspectives; and an “us against the
world” mentality that breathes life
into it month after month. That’s the
real reason I think we keep getting
recognized for this award. It’s a pretty
good publication that’s part of an
amazing community.

Other selected winners are:

* Best large daily newspaper (75,000+
circulation): The Cincinnati Enquirer

* Best small daily: The (Elyria) Chronicle-
Telegram

* Best magazine: Czncinnati Magazine

* Best news website: Akron Beacon
Journal

Cleveland Heights resident Bob
Rosenbaum is co-chair of the Heights
Observer Advisory Committee, and is
responsible for its advertising sales and
market development.

VICTORIAN continued from page |

crystal chandelier and marble
floors, and there is a party room,
library, and game room, as well as a
guest suite available for owners to
rent. (The suite is currently being
renovated.)

There are one-, two-, and three-
bedroom units, and two penthouses.
The spacious suites include two full
bathrooms, a wet bar, and laundry
facilities. There are two elevators,
parking spaces for each unit are
inside a heated garage, and there are
individual storage lockers on each
floor.

Through the years the lobby has
been redecorated and the halls newly
wallpapered, and new carpeting has
been laid. The landscaped courtyard
was originally built as a putting green.

A Plain Dealer article from Oct.
15, 1972, described The Victorian as
a home “where you will leave your
heart. A place to live, relax, entertain,
and enjoy all the recreational, social
and convenient facilities this fine
location has to offer.”

Its owners are proud of the
building, and several have lived
at The Victorian for more than
20 years. The building’s history
committee members recently
interviewed other owners to
compile oral histories of The
Victorian. Any vacancies do not
remain on the market for very long.

JoAnn London and Cathy Whelan
are both resident owners at The
Victorian and members of its history
committee.
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There is a cost-effective plan
to save Horseshoe Lake

PowerWashing

Jeffrey Balazs

If there {werel a plan to save
Horseshoe Lake that addressed
stormwater issues, controlled
flooding, cost less, and also saved the
lake, why wouldn’t our public officials
request that the Northeast Ohio
Regional Sewer District NEORSD)
implement that plan?

The NEORSD’s plan for
destroying Horseshoe Lake and
turning it into wetlands is no longer
the only option on the table. Now
is the time to consider the alternate
plan and pause before we irrevocably
damage a part of Shaker Heights and
Cleveland Heights that we will regret
for generations.

Friends of Horseshoe Lake
(FOHSL), a nonprofit organization
dedicated to saving Horseshoe Lake,
retained a team of engineering and
dam experts from TRC Companies,
as well as land use experts, to explore
alternatives and develop a financially
viable plan to preserve the lake and
manage floodwater.

The experts presented this plan
to Cleveland Heights City Council on
June 6. TRC’s team, led by engineer
Shawn McGee, with decades of
experience on dam projects, presented
a solution that would safely manage
stormwater, address environmental
issues, and cost less, all while saving
Horseshoe Lake.

The FOHSL plan is one where
everyone comes out a winner.
According to McGee, a new dam,
constructed behind the historic
dam, and a reconfigured spillway
would meet the goals of NEORSD,
and protect the historic and cultural
significance of Horseshoe Lake.

“The alternative dam can
minimize the flooding happening
downstream . . . and we could reduce
overall costs by about $1 million to $2
million,” McGee noted.

The expert testimony focused
on the benefits of the plan: it’s
safe, reduces flood risk, manages
stormwater, and costs less.

During the council meeting,
dozens of supporters filled the room
and spilled over into the standing-
room-only hallway. Many spoke in
support of Horseshoe Lake and
commented on benefits of saving

Horseshoe Lake before it was drained.

Horseshoe Lake that go beyond fiscal
and environmental responsibility.

Horseshoe Lake has always been
a key part of Cleveland Heights,
enjoyed by tens of thousands of
residents for over a century:.

One supporter said, “There’s
nowhere else in Cleveland Heights
where you can go, that I can think of,
that you can go and have a beautiful
view.”

This is what we are fighting for.
I, for one, have witnessed the beauty
and serenity it offers throughout the
seasons, not to mention a spot to rest
for migratory waterfowl.

The message to council was
loud and clear from supporters: Save
Horseshoe Lake.

In November 2021, council voted
to destroy Horseshoe Lake because
there was no clear alternative.

Now there is another option on
the table, and residents, supporters,
and FOHSL are urging council to
pause and consider it.

Penny Allen, FOHSL vice
president and secretary, asked
council, “If there is a plan that’s safe,
controls stormwater, and costs less,
but importantly saves Horseshoe
Lake for its tremendous recreational,
historical, wildlife, and design value,
wouldn’t you consider it?”

Cleveland Heights deserves a
place like Horseshoe Lake. Now that
there is an alternate plan, council
should consider it as a viable way to
address the concerns raised by the
Sewer District and save Horseshoe
Lake. To learn more, visit https://
savehorseshoelake.com.

Jeffrey Balazs is craftsman, graphic
designer and collaborator. He's spent
the past 30 years in Cleveland Heights,
exploring and marveling at the area’s
natural beauty during hikes, bike rides
and kayaking, and capturing it through
illustration and photography.
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Is there a chance for PEACE?

¥ HEIGHTS OF
f DEMOCRACY

Deborah Van Kleef and Carla Rautenberg

At the front door of the Coventry
PEACE Campus (CPC) building,
outsized, fanciful light fixtures
hang from the 18-foot ceiling,
hinting at creative doings inside.
Since 2011 the former elementary
school has housed an eclectic
mix of nonprofit organizations,
devoted to empowering Heights
residents of all ages through
arts, education and community
development.

CPC is not only a place, but
an umbrella organization for
the resident groups. In addition
to presenting special events,
in recent years the nonprofit
has managed the premises and
the leasing of space. CPC pays
$10,000 for utilities and $500

Fresh Local Food
In Your Neighborhood

cOIT ROAp

FARMERS
MARKET

in rent each month to Heights
Libraries, which purchased the
building from the CH-UH Board
of Education in 2018 for $1.
Tenants currently include
ARTFUL, Building Bridges
Arts Collaborative, Cleveland
Heights Teachers Union/American
Federation of Teachers Local 795,
FutureHeights, Grace Communion
Cleveland, Lake Erie Ink, Reaching
Heights, Singers Club of Cleveland,
and Studio Institute.
Unfortunately, the future of
this vibrant community hub is
not at all certain. In 2018, Heights
Libraries Director Nancy Levin
told Patch.com, “Our goal is for
the tenants to be independent. .
. [Wle will be acting as a kind
of incubator, supporting the
tenants until they can take over
ownership and management of the
property themselves.” Four years
later relationships are strained,
ill will abounds, and the goal of
independence seems distant.

Healthy Produce
Healthy People
Healthy Connections

Care-A-Van July 9 at 10am. Flea Market August 6 at 9am

 216-249-5455 www.coltmarket. urg 15000 Wﬂudwmh Rd near East 152nd and Noble

LIVING AT
HOME.

Your Goal,
Our Priority.

rejor
PACE

CALL TODAY!
888-895-PACE (7223)
mcgregorpace.org

The two parties give notably
divergent accounts, but seem to
agree on this much:

In October 2020, they
negotiated a 15-month lease, with
the option of along-term extension,
provided CPC could meet specific
organizational and financial goals,
and establish a reserve fund for
future contingencies. Late last year,
CPC presented documentation
of its progress, but was told it did
not meet the library’s minimum
criteria.

The library board voted to
decline the long-term option,
and instead hire a management
company to run the building and
deal with the tenants. The board
also approved a $15,000 “feasibility
study” to determine rental rates.
The library has since contracted
with Cresco Playhouse Square for
property management, and will
raise rents to cover Cresco’s fees.

CPC tackled a daunting
project during a pandemic,
without dedicated staff, depending
on in-kind labor and pro-bono
professional consulting. Its
member organizations are small
nonprofits, running their own
programs on shoestring budgets.
The largest tenant, Ensemble
Theatre, which had been donating
bookkeeping and accounting
services to CPC, departed in 2021
for South Euclid.

In comparison, the library
might appear to have deep pockets
and ample personnel, but Levin
noted that she and other staff have
put in “more {time} than on any
other library project . . . during
my 14 years in this position.” The
library also fronted nearly $80,000
in HVAC repair costs.

As of mid-June, the tenants
await letters of intent specifying
their rent increases, to be followed
by lease negotiations with Cresco.
How many of them will be able to
afford the higher rents remains to
be seen.

Internal library e-mails reveal
that demolition is not off the table.

The situation is painfully
complicated and disappointing.
‘We value both our well-managed,
award-winning library system, and
the creative synergy CPC brings to
the Coventry neighborhood.

Levin has called her institution
“a facilitator of democracy,” and we
agree (Heights Observer, October
2018). CPC, as we have written
(Heights Observer, July 2017)
represents “the very kind of place-
making that enhances quality of
life and makes our community a
more desirable place to live.”

If CPC tenants are dispersed,
some perhaps to neighboring
cities, Coventry and Cleveland
Heights will be the poorer for it.

Deborab Van Kleef and Carla
Rautenberg are writers, editors and
longtime CH residents. Contact them
at heightsdemocracy@gmail.com.
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CLEVELAND HEIGHTS NEWS

Developer tasked with re-purposing
Cleveland Heights’ Park Synagogue

Robert Brown

With the expansion of the Park
Synagogue building in Pepper Pike
well underway, the future of the
historic 1947 “Park Main” property
and its iconic sanctuary building
in Cleveland Heights remains an
open question. {The congregation
announced a year ago that the
Cleveland Heights landmark was
for sale.}

Located in a heavily wooded
site between Mayfield Road and
Euclid Heights Boulevard, east of
Taylor Road, Park Synagogue in
Cleveland Heights was designed by
internationally renowned architect
Eric Mendelsohn, and is considered
one of the premier examples of
modern religious architecture in the
United States.

“We all felt a real responsibility
to making the best solution for Park
Main because of its architectural
importance, because of Park’s history;
and because of our commitment
to Cleveland Heights and the good
relationship we have with Cleveland
Heights,” said Susan Ratner, president
of the Park Synagogue congregation
since 2019. “We didn’t want to become
part of the urban exodus.”

In pursuing its goals for
preservation, Park has entrusted local
developer Sustainable Community
Associates (SCA) to work with the
synagogue’s leadership and the local
community on ideas to re-purpose
the Cleveland Heights building,
while enhancing and developing its
28-acre site. SCA, as the site’s master
developer, will then implement the
ideas that come from this process.

In a major boost to the
preservation initiative, the state of
Ohio recently announced that it will
contribute $1 million from its capital
budget to the restoration of Park
Synagogue in Cleveland Heights.
Additionally, the state has approved
a major expansion of the historic tax
credit program, which will benefit the
restoration efforts.

While SCA proceeds with a
master plan for the site, with new
uses and new construction, it will
simultaneously prepare for an historic
tax credit application in March 2023.

“Time is really of the essence—
with the historic tax credit expansion,
the funding cap on large projects
like Park will double. This is an
unprecedented opportunity, and we
must run to it,” said Josh Rosen of
SCA.

The Park Main campus has been
relatively secluded and private since
its construction in 1950, and many
Cleveland Heights residents are

Park Synagogue in Clevelqnd Helghfs

unfamiliar with the forested campus
and iconic building.

“It’s essentially as though 28
acres of new land is being added to
the city,” noted SCA’s Naomi Sabel.
“This unique circumstance requires
full engagement of the city and the
community in helping to define how
Park fits into what CH aspires to be.”

“We hope the commitments
made to date underscore, for the
citizens of Cleveland Heights and
the city government, the enormous
opportunity for a cooperative
initiative to re-use and redevelop
the Park Synagogue property in a
manner that reflects the best of
Cleveland Heights values,” noted
Rosen, “whether through economic
development, aging-in-place housing,
or nonprofit arts space.”

“We believe that working
with the community to affirm and
implement a shared vision through a
master plan stands in marked contrast
to the community’s recent experience
at the Severance Center property,”
Rosen added.

As SCA pursues discussions
with elected officials and city staff
in Cleveland Heights, the firm plans
to continue engaging community
members in developing a master plan
focused on how best to repurpose the
synagogue, reintegrate the campus
into the broader Cleveland Heights
community, and maintain much of
the site’s green space.

To date, SCA has hosted
numerous meetings and tours with
neighboring residents and various
civic groups regarding possibilities for
the future of Mendelsohn’s building
and its park campus. SCA anticipates
making a presentation to Cleveland
Heights City Council sometime this
summer.

Robert Brown is a city planner with 45
years of experience; for nine years, he was
Cleveland’s planning director. A resident
of Cleveland Heights for more than 40
years, Brown is a FutureHeights board
member.

ROOFS: House & Garage

Kitchens & Baths

WE

ILL NOT BE UNDERSOLD
Pavers & Remodelers

Honest & Fair

f2ie
i+

Flats, Repairs

,Mﬂﬁbaﬁ@b@@@

. Mﬁkers *Mongers * Mentors *

'Handmade aatls cheese

Wme’ Beer.:

h

i € I
LEESIEHARPYHIOURY 4/
ETSIDYAYE FleDAY/4P 6 P

|'eve;!md Heights, Ohio \ (216) 860-186?2

marchantmanor’com —3
x 3 1 .- ' - h "..I

convergence-continuum, Clevelands’ up-close and OUT
there theatre presents a vicious, deliciously subversive,
brutal and breathtakingly funny, dystopian revenge trage-
dy that pushes every button.

“Payne gives us two likeable killer queens whose road to
domestic terrorism is paved with Paula Deen jokes [...]
Witty, dark, and disconcerting.” - Out Magazine

July 8 - 30
Thursday - Saturday

Tickets $18-$23 | Student & Senior Discounts Available

arts & culture

For Tickets & Info:
www.convergence-continuum.org

or call 216-687-0074

LIMINIS THEATER | 2438 Scranton Rd.
Cleveland OH 44113

@

HEIGHTS LACROSSE

YOUTH SUMMER PROGRAM for Girls and Boys entering grades 2nd-9th
STARTS JULY 7TH at Canterbury Elementary
SIGN UP at https://sites.google.com/view/heights-lacrosse/youth-programs?authuser=0
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No problem! I will take care of it...
SCOTT HAIGH il

Website: ScottHaigh. Howardhanna.com
Email: ScottHaigh@howardhanna.com E
Direct: 216-272-6889

Sold! 4 BR, 4 bath home at
3297 Chadbourne Rd, Shake Helghts

Real Estate Services

Serving Tree Care Needs in the Heights
for over 40 years

Tree Service Year Round
PruningeRemovalse Cabling & Bracing
«Fertilization & Sprayinge Air Spading

Proper Pruning of Fruit and
Ornamental Trees

We sell and properly plant
trees and shrubs

Fully InsuredeCertified Arborist on staff

ISA TCIA NAA ISA Certified #OH-6736

ardmoretreeservice@gmail.come216-4%6-5551

FINE CHOCOLATES
suee 7939

‘\‘.'

':j_, v —
oy #

Showroom Open for Walk Ins!
Curbside Pickup & Local Delivery Still Available

216.932.3200
2285 Lee Rd. Cleveland Heights, OH

WWW. MITCHELLSCHOCOLATES.COM

Cleveland Heights City Council

Meeting highlights

MAY 16, 2022 - regular meeting

Present were Mayor Kahlil Seren and
council members Melody Joy Hart (council
president), Craig Cobb (vice president), Tony
Cuda, Gail Larson, Anthony Mattox Jr., Josie
Moore, and Davida Russell. Also present
were Amy Himmelein, clerk of council and
finance director, and William Hanna, law
director.

Public comments

Four residents expressed opposition to the
Northeast Ohio Regional Sewer District's
(NEORSD) Horseshoe Lake Dam project.
Another praised the public engagement plan.

Nine residents opposed the plan for the
Wellington Mews development on the former
Carmelite property at Fairmount Boulevard
and Lee Road.

One resident complained about
adolescents riding electric scooters at high
speeds on sidewalks, and urged the city to
remove the scooters.

Robin Van Lear, representing Coventry
PEACE Inc., criticized Heights Libraries’
recent decisions about the PEACE campus.

Horseshoe Lake Dam project

Frank Greenland, NEORSD’s director of
watershed programs, reported that a $1.5
million contract has been awarded to
AECOM-Stimson for pre-design activities for
the Horseshoe Lake Dam project. The next
phase, development of a detailed design,
is expected to happen between May 2023
and May 2024, with construction to start by
the end of 2024.

Ordinances/charter amendments
Law Director Hanna explained that passage
of Issue 10 created a conflict between
the amended charter and the ordinance
regarding the finance director serving as clerk
of council. The resolution would resolve that
conflict. Amy Himmelein, who will continue
as finance director, would be relieved of
clerk of council duties when the amendment
is certified.

Tony Cuda outlined a potential
ordinance or charter amendment to permit
council o mandate: 1) that city employees
and appointees to city boards or commissions
respond to council requests for information
without unreasonable delay or denial,
and 2) that city employees attend, when
requested, council and committee meetings.
He provided examples of other cities
with similar provisions. Both the mayor
and council members expressed concerns
about excessive demands on staff time,
an overly broad scope, and the fact that
simpler methods could provide council the
information it needs. Cuda will make revisions

based on feedback.
LWV Observer: Jill Tatem.

MAY 23, 2022 - special meeting

All council members were present (with

my
LEAGUE OF
WOMEN VOTERS®
Melody Joy Hart attending virtually), as were

Mayor Seren, the clerk of council/finance
director, and the law director.

Clerk of council

Council approved a job description,
compensation, and job posting for clerk of
council, with a salary range of $51,542 to
$77,313.

LWV Observer: Jill Tatem.
JUNE 6, 2022 - regular meeting

All council members and the mayor were
present, as was Laurie Wagner, representing
the law department.

Public comments - agenda items
Nine residents spoke concerning Horseshoe
Lake. Those wanting to save the lake urged
pursuing an alternative plan, such as that
proposed by Friends of Horseshoe Lake.
Another noted that the contractor will have
public engagement meetings. Another stated
that the NEORSD plans were reasonable
and sensible, and expressed skeptficism of
the alternative plan.

Other public comments
Four residents noted an increasing deer

problem.

Horseshoe Lake presentation
Friends of Horseshoe Lake presented a
progress report on its alternative proposal
for a new dam. The presentation can
be read on at www.cleveland.com/
community/2022/06 /friends-of-horseshoe-
lake-make-their-case-for-new-dam-with-
cleveland-heights-council.html.

Council actions

On first reading, council approved
resolutions:

* Expressing opposition to Ohio House Bill
616, which seeks to prohibit the teaching
of divisive or racist concepts in Ohio’s
public schools.

Expressing council’s opposition to Ohio
Senate Bill 123 and Ohio House Bills 480
and 598, which will ban all abortions in
the state, at any time after conception, if
Roe v. Wade is reversed. There will be no

exceptions.

Condemning Ohio House Bill 454,
which prohibits affirming health care for
Ohio transgender and non-binary youth,
denies medical and psychological gender-
affirming care, and requires personnel to
report the child to their parents.

LWV Observer: Blanche Valancy.

Expanded reports are

available online at
www.heightsobserver.org.

Helping display and
preserve your art and
memories since 1973

FRAMIN G

Mon-Fri 10-6 Sat 10-5
By appointment only

13429"6edaf’\Road
Cleveland Hits,

Stop in and learn about these fabulous
works of art! Many to choose from, or

bring yours to frame.

Get $25 off on framing over $100

woodtraderframing.com
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GARDENWALK continued from page 1

birch, noting where its root system was
and researching which plants would
thrive in co-existence. Over time, they
observed how and where to plant based
on the position of the filtered sunlight.
Now, myrtle, oakleaf hydrangeas,
ornamental ginger, hellebore and other
plants encircle the space.

When the owners bought it, the
North Park home’s massive backyard
was filled with old, diseased trees and
brush, and they spent several years
clearing it. Inspired by the birch tree
allee at Stan Hywet in Akron, they
planted more than a dozen white river
birch trees on each side of a lengthy
stone walkway. In just four years, the
trees have grown to form a canopied
path that leads to a stone planter with
a large mirror. Throughout the garden,
they created intimate seating areas, with
perennials and annuals displayed in pots
and on walls.

GardenWalk Cleveland Heights is
a free, self-guided tour that will take
place from noon to § p.m. on Saturday,
July 16, and Sunday; July 17.

A map of participating gardens is
on this page, and can also be found
online at gardenwalkclevelandheights.
com.

Signs will be posted in front of this
year’s participating home and public
gardens. For more information, visit
the GardenWalk Cleveland Heights
website, or send an e-mail to info@

GardenWalkCH.com.

_Judi Miles is a 26-year resident of Cleveland
Heights who enjoys vegetable gardening.
She is a little envious of gardeners who are
able to create beautiful outdoor spaces.

This North Park Boulevard garden’s birch tree-
lined pathway was inspired by Stan Hywet's
birch tree allee.

white birch tree is a focal point of a
Northhampton Road garden.

CravdenWal

A free, self-guided tour of 44
throughout Clevel

ivate gardens
hts

W JULY 16 &
“noon-5pm each day

2178 Harcourt
2193 Harcourt
1980 Denton
2012 Denton
2285 Delaware
2296 Delaware
2306 Delaware
2855 North Park

Harcourt Manor, fountains, statuary, a waterfall and koi pond
Manicured landscaping and shrubbery

A cottage garden with annuals, perennials and a tree house
Formal gardens, play structures, shrubs, perennials

Wooded 2 level oasis in the back yard

Shade garden, hosta, astilbe, ferns, hydrangeas, dogwoods
Attractive mix of shrubs and perennials-Front only

See the transformation, tropical plants and yard art

3392 Meadowbrook  Garden self-designed by a novice, bottle bush, stone walls
12526/12546 Cedar  Georgian Condominiums: Signs to gardens in the back of
buildings-Park in the church parking lot at 12601 Cedar Road

12537 Cedar Road
12541 Cedar Road
2569 Derbyshire
2635 Derbyshire
2077 Kent

2928 Washington

2995 Corydon
3064 Corydon
3080 Corydon
3114 Corydon
3124 Corydon
3103 Edgehill

Sponsored by:

Creative use of stones, wood, vines and statues, waterfall
60’ stream and with waterfalls, fish and frog pond
Unique lot with a stream running through it
Shade-loving plants and interesting wood structures

A combination of traditional formality and organic nature
Perennials, vegetables, organic, deer resistant-Front only

Avariety of plants in the front flower beds, vegetable garden
Backyard retreat with bamboo, hosta ,"wee” garden gnomes
Koi pond,Frank Gearhart birdbath, native pollinator plants
Stone/bricks beds in front, no lawn, vegetable beds in back
Pollinator pathway, patios and perennials in the back
Perennial cottage garden, water feature, patio flowers

GARDENWALK CH

CO

COURTESY GARDENWALK CH

CLEVELAND HEIGHTS NEWS

EASTWOOD
FURNITURE

3451 Fairmount Blvd.  Cleveland Heights, OH 44118  216-303-9862
www.eastwoodfurniture.com £3 facebook.com/EastwoodFurniture

Love Where You Live.:
: Shop Local.

We also build custom wall units & kitchen cabinets

Jubilee!

Gifts in the Heights

%
Cleveland HEIGHTS 6‘@

2531 South Taylor  Shade garden on the Bradford Path-Park on Bradford

3312 Bradford 99% trees, shrubs, ferns, sedges & native grasses-Sunday only
3396 Bradford Urban oasis for family and guests

3253 East Fairfax ~ Cottage garden and Zen-inspired shade garden

3262 East Fairfax ~ Curated treasures from the curbs of Cleveland Heights

3149 East Overlook Entire front yard of raised flower beds/vegetables-Front only
3010 East Overlook Perennials, pollinators, shrubs,back yard shade garden/patio
3061 East Overlook Raised beds: tree lawn; Vegetables: front lawn; Berries: back
3034 East Overlook Perennials that provide blooms all summer

3333 Beechwood  Eclectic mix of annuals, perennials, evergreens, tchotchkes
3260 Euclid Hts Shade garden of hostas, a grand oak and sculptures

1207 Sylvania Annuals, perennials, hemlocks, euonymus, mop head cypress

1191 Sylvania More of a story land than a garden w/ different themes

998 Montford Very small vegetable garden and immaculate landscaping

800 Montford Well maintained garden that accommodates children

1002 Englewood 100 different daylilies, fruit trees, fish pond, bird aviary

1006 Englewood ~ Hosta and perennials—Front only

971 Englewood Colorful window planters on the drive, shade garden/back

972 Cambridge Perennials, bocce court and wood burning pizza oven

883 Cambridge Adjoining yards, one gardener, large hostas, honeysuckle statues
887 Cambridge see 883 Cambridge

3863 Northampton Tree lawn pollinator garden, heritage plants from her mother
3887 Northampton Private sanctuary back garden dominated by a huge river birch

GARDENWALK IS FREE BUT WE HAVE EXPENSES.
TO MAKE A TAX-DEDUCTIBLE DONATION, GO TO
FutureHeights.org/donate/partner organization/CH
Garden Walk
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Wizbang’s ‘social circus’ builds skills

WADE OVAL WEDNESDAYS

PROUDLY SPONSORED BY (B PNC

"“YGROUNDWORES

MOVING POSSIBILITY

GroundWorks DanceTheater

Summer Performance Series 2022

WORLD PREMIERES by 2019 Princess Grace Award-Winner for Choreography,
Rena Butler and GroundWorks own Nicole Hennington. Plus a reprise of
GroundWorks Executive Artistic Director David Shimotakahara’s Aperture.

July I5& 16| 8 p.m. & July 17 | 2 p.m.

Cain Park | Evans Amphitheater
14591 Superior Rd., Cleveland Heights, OH
Advance $25 | Day of Show $30

“:.

If\ »
- - —

INFO/TICKETS: groundworksdance.org/summer2022
or take a photo of the code with your smartphone

Sarah Wolf

On May 21, Danielle and Jason
Tilk of Cleveland Heights’
Wizbang Circus Theatre, a 2021
FutureHeights Mini-Grant
recipient, brought their third
Free Circus Day for kids and teens
to Coventry PEACE Campus.
There, 16 kids, ages 8-15, spent
the day learning prop balancing,
plate spinning, hula-hoop tricks,
juggling, stilt walking, unicycling,
and aerial arts, and enjoyed a
healthy lunch provided by Tommy’s
restaurant.

Wizbang’s Free Circus Day
started in 2018, in the open space
on Lee Road, bringing together a
large group of neighborhood kids
for the first time. An hour in, those
who were once strangers were
laughing together while juggling.
At the end of the day, e-mails,
numbers, and group selfies were
shared. A bond was formed—all
under the umbrella of what is
known as “social circus.”

Social circuses have been
established in schoolyards,
immigration camps, and
communities worldwide, utilizing
circus arts as a medium for
furthering social justice, individual
wellness and human awareness.

Free books mailed
to your young child!

If your child is
4 years old or younger

and lives in Cuyahoga County
Please register online at:

ImaginationLibrary.com

Social circus practitioners support
students as creative change-makers
through the collective development
of self-esteem, solidarity, and trust.

Circus activities are all-
inclusive and non-competitive,
and have been proven to increase
memorization, concentration,
self-esteem, social/emotional well-
being, physical awareness, and
focus. Juggling is scientifically
proven to be helpful for those with
ADHD, dyslexia and dysphraxia.

Danielle Tilk currently teaches
at Wizbang Circus Theatre on Lee
Road, and provides afterschool
programs for schools in the CH-
UH and Cleveland Metropolitan
school districts.

She has also created programs
for Ruffing Montessori and Lawrence
schools, and the Jewish Family Service
Association, where she developed
activities for adults with cognitive
impairments, mental illness, and
autism spectrum disorders.

For more information
about Wizbang’s programs
and performances, visit www.
wizbangtheater.com.

Sarab Wolf, the community-building
programs manager at FutureHeights,
compiled this article based on
information provided by Danielle Tilk.

The Heights’ #1 choice
for interior and exterior
painting

e et

Serving Northeast
Ohio Homeowners
since 1975

Quality Painting.

THAT’S ALL WE DO!

Call us at

216-529-0360

for a Free Consultation!
neubertpainting.com
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Seminar to cover assassination, songs, and a
French film controversy; the falafel’s optional

Bruce Hennes

On Thursday, July 14, 2—5 p.m.,
the Cleveland Metropolitan Bar
Association is sponsoring a Continuing
Legal Education (CLE) seminar that
begins inside the Garfield Memorial
at Lakeview Cemetery. The seminar
is open to the public.

After a quick tour of the
memorial, presidential historian
James Robenalt will discuss the life
of the 20th US. president, who was
assassinated in 1881, and former U.S.
Secret Service Special Agent Greg
Truhan will talk about presidential
assassinations.

Next up is a performance of
songs from Stephen Sondheim’s Tony
Award-winning musical “Assassins.”

From there, the seminar moves to
Coventry’s Centrum Theater, where
Andrew Geronimo, Case Western
Reserve University Law School
professor will cover the 1959 arrest
of theater manager Nico Jacobellis
which led to Facobellis v. Obio, the

famous court decision that held that
the French movie “The Lovers” was
not obscene.

Seminar attendees will also
hear from Kara Hamley O’Donnell,
principal planner for the city of Shaker
Heights, who did her master’s thesis
on the history of Coventry Village;
and from the creator of the Coventry
Village Special Improvement Tax
District—the second such district in
the state of Ohio.

The seminar will be capped-off
by an optional dinner at Tommy’s.

The seminar is free to the public.
There is a fee for attorneys requesting
CLE credit. For a fuller description
of the event, and registration
information, visit bttps://tinyurl.com/
CoventryCLE2022.

Bruce Hennes is a 47-year resident of
Cleveland Heights and past president of
Coventry Neighbors. He is on the board
of the Cleveland Metropolitan Bar
Association, and created the Coventry
SID.

Green Team plans July reusable-bag drive

Catalina Wagers

After a series of delays due to the
COVID-19 pandemic, Cuyahoga
County’s ban on single-use plastic
bags went into effect on Jan. 16, 2022.

Some large chain stores, such as
Giant Eagle and CVS, have already
eliminated plastic bags.

“The county is actively working
with stores to help them transition
from using single-use plastic bags
at the checkout ahead of any
enforcement action,” explained
Sheryl Harris, director of the county’s
Department of Consumer Affairs.
“Retailers are not facing fines yet,
but are being actively encouraged and
supported by the county to switch to
paper bags and reusable bags before
enforcement is enacted.”

The Cleveland Heights Green
Team (CHGT) recognizes that not all
people have equal access to adequate
reusable bags, and that businesses of
different sizes have different levels of
ability to respond to the ban.

“In the case of the plastic ban,
what we ultimately want is for
our residents to embrace the idea
of reusing bags for all its positive
outcomes, and to remember to bring
them on their shopping outings,”
explained Gavin Andersen,a CHGT
spokesperson.

“For some shoppers and business
owners, the transition from single-
use plastic bags can be regarded
more as a burden,” Andersen noted,
“overshadowing all the positive
effects on the environment, and long-
term health benefits.

“Retailers who want to offer
disposable paper bags, but aren’t
willing or able to eat the cost, can
charge per bag, or sell reusable bags
of their own. These fees can have
an unfair impact on disadvantaged
groups. To lessen the impact, in
particular on the working class,
governments should make free-

e

= HEIGHTS
REUSABLE BAGS

COLLECTION DRIVE
JULY1-31
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of-charge options available and
accessible, for example by stocking
them at grocery stores and other
high-traffic places, mailing them to
residents, giving them away at events,
and so on.”

Taking a step toward such goals,
CHGT, in partnership with Heights
Libraries and the Nature Center at
Shaker Lakes, will collect reusable
shopping bags July 1—30. Heights
residents are invited to drop off
reusable bags at the Nature Center,
and at all four branches of Heights
Libraries—Coventry Village, Lee
Road, Noble Neighborhood, and
University Heights.

The donated bags should be clean
and in good condition. Once sorted
and inspected, the bags will be made
available to residents in early fall.

According to Andersen, “Most
people already have extra reusable
shopping bags lying around in our car
trunks, pantries, and garages. In the
absence of a large-scale government
program to distribute reusable bags,
or sufficient unilateral effort by
private businesses to provide them,
this is a way of meeting that need on
our own.”

Catalina Wagers lives in Cleveland
Heights’ Fairfax neighborbood, and is
a co~founder of the Cleveland Heights
Green Team.

METROHEALTH continued from page 1

Heights.

“There is a great deal of interest
from nurses in the community in
coming to a new facility,” said Beth
Lozar, executive director of behavioral
hospital operations. “We’ve attracted
alot of talented and qualified people,
which is great because we can’t do this
without them.”

Lozar joined MetroHealth in
April 2021, and has been overseeing
hospital construction and working to
develop the operational plans for the
hospital.

The added behavioral health
presence will be apparent even
before the new hospital’s opening.
MetroHealth’s psychiatry residency
program will be based there,
beginning in early July.

Later in July, MetroHealth’s
partial-hospitalization program—the
highest level of outpatient behavioral
health care—will begin providing
intensive services to adult patients
five days a week.

Construction on a walkway
connecting the new building to the
health center began in May and will
be completed in August.

The emergency department
is being renovated. Space that was
unused or underused is being turned
into assessment rooms for behavioral
health patients to facilitate the intake
process.

The new hospital is designed
with five separate units, for patients
with different diagnoses: GeroPsych
(for older adults), Dual Diagnosis,
Mood Disorder, Thought Disorder,

and Adolescents. Inpatient and
outpatient group therapy and other
programs are being designed to
address the specific needs of those
different patient populations.

Kythryn Carr Harris, who joined
MetroHealth in September 2021 as
executive director for community
behavioral health, manages
MetroHealth’s outpatient behavioral
health services.

As director of clinical services,
Robert Hammond oversees a team
of clinicians developing programming
and curriculum for inpatients.

Individuals who currently are
brought to MetroHealth’s emergency
departments, at the main campus or
the Brecksville or Parma locations,
for assessment will be transferred
to Cleveland Heights if they require
inpatient care.

Individuals can be brought
directly to the Cleveland Heights
Emergency Department. Once there,
they will undergo an assessment
to make sure they’re medically
stable. Following an evaluation, the
individual will be admitted as an
inpatient or referred to intensive
outpatient behavioral health services
at Cleveland Heights.

“With our expansion of beds,
we anticipate that we will get
referrals from hospitals outside of
the MetroHealth system,” Lozar
said. “We are establishing a process
to assess those patients as well.”

Angela Townsend is a senior writer in the
department of marketing and communications
at The MetroHealth System.

CLEANERS confinved from page 1

then Beachwood. After 63 years of
marriage, she passed away in 2017.

In 1957, said Dishler, “Cleveland
State University took the building
Prospect Cleaners was in.” He opened
Heights Cleaners, while also buying
its Coventry Road two-storefront,
two-apartment building.

“The first years here were difficult,”
recalled Dishler. “I bought an old
dry-cleaning shop that hadn’t been
modernized. It needed change. I took
over the second storefront, adding a
laundry. The old dry cleaner had a stack
of uncollectable receipts, so I switched
to exclusively cash on delivery.”

Along with serving walk-in
customers, Heights Laundry, which his
wife ran after their two children were
raised, picked up and delivered from
other small dry cleaners. The gambit
paid off. During the 1960s, *7os and
"80s, Heights Cleaners was processing
12,000 to 14,000 shirts a week, along
with many other garments.

“We had a great crew of 30
working here,” Dishler noted.

When Dishler started Heights
Cleaners, the neighborhood was
primarily Jewish, with many post-war
European immigrants. Built in the
1910s and 20s, the district gained
the “Village” moniker in the mid-
late 1960s, with an influx of hippies
looking for cheap apartments and
storefronts. Accompanying them were
some Hell’s Angels who frequented a
local tavern, The Cee Saw Café.

Both “the hippies and the Hell’s
Angels brought in leather jackets to
be dry cleaned. They were courteous,”

Dishler said, adding, “I was busy here,
and didn’t pay attention to the scene
on the street.”

Around 1990, Terry Behnke
started working at Heights Cleaners.
He is a local live-theater actor and
director who was then teaching at
Wiley Middle School Youth Theater.

Behnke recalled of his job interview;
“Manny asked me three questions.
Each was, “‘What do you want to do?’
I answered three times, ‘I want a job.””
Dishler accommodated Behnke’s class
times, and he got the job.

In the 1990s, business volume
started to decline. “People got
washers and driers. Wash-and-wear
clothes took over the market,”
Dishler explained. “Now we have
dress-down days and many people are
working from home.”

According to Dishler, the state of
Ohio’s mandated shutdown because
of COVID-19 hurt the laundry
business in Ohio “tremendously.” He
noted, “In Florida, where there was
no shut down, it didn’t hurt as bad.”

Dishler said he will be taking
a vacation soon. The two upstairs
tenants are staying. The equipment
will be donated. His son, Eric, will
renovate the two storefront spaces
and make them available for rent.

Lee Batdor{fhas been a Cleveland Heights
resident since 1966. A couple decades back,
be took a jacket to a well-advertised local
dry cleaner, and they didn’t get a stain
out. So, he took the garment to Heights
Cleaners on Coventry Road—and they
8ot the stain out.
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Democrat Vincent E. Stokes Il
Ohio State Rep. Dist. 22

Education. Reformation. Information.

Medical Reform Education
Supporting policies to Policies need to aligh more
make medical care and closely with the values of
prescriptions more our families and their
aaffordable. students.
Worker's Rights Information Access
Paid parental leave for all Constituents must have
State employees. You better access to
shouldn’t have to choose information that supports
between your newborn their goals and civic
and your livelihood. involvement.

www.vincentestokesii.com

"When youee go"dfight:, IN IT"
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HEIGHTS SCHOOLS

Apple Construction

Self-portraits go beyond skin tone

COURTESY ROXARTS

CH-UH elementary school student self-portraits are on view at the Lee Road Library.

Krissy Dietrich Gallagher

This spring, elementary students
across the CH-UH district had an
opportunity to paint self-portraits
under the guidance of professional
artist Debbie Apple-Presser, in a
project titled “Together We Rise.”
The project, funded by local arts
funding organization RoxArts, was
designed to show how students, de-
spite all that they have been through
over the past two years, have come
out even stronger.

The children couldn’t use any
of the colors traditionally associated
with skin tone; there was no brown,
tan, black or white paint available to
them. Instead, they used red, blue,
green and purple to express their
inner selves—their feelings and
identities that go far beyond race or
skin tone.

“It was really an SEL project,”
said RoxArts board member Andrea
C. Turner, referring to the social-
emotional learning that is common
in district schools.

The project complemented the
color-coded Zones of Regulation
adopted by Boulevard Elementary
School to help students regulate their
emotions.

Apple-Presser, a mother of
Heights alumni, used a pre-recorded
video to lay out the project with
every class, in kindergarten through
grade five, in all seven of the district’s
elementary schools.

Students discussed with their

UsTtoN ROOF & MASONRY

Installations +« Maintenance « Repairs

216-371-5944

- Slate and tile repairs & replacement
+ Tear-offs & Shingles

« Gutters and downspouts installed

- Chimney and step tuck-pointing

- Flat roof specialists

teachers and classmates what emo-
tions or characteristics different
colors could represent, then moved to
their art classes to create the actual
portraits.

“The portraits are so revealing,”
said Apple-Presser. “They’re very
telling about who each child is.” She

continued on page 12

Residential Contractor
Serving Greater Cleveland since 1980
Kitchens, bathrooms, additions and more

216-321-6639

www.apple-construction.com ¢ email: appleconstructioncle@gmail.com

SOLUTION

AUTOMOTIVE SPECIALIST

Since 1982
Visit our website
to schedule your

Honesty, Value and
service online

Communication

VOLVO = SUBARU »VW = AUDI = BMW= SAAB » PORSCHE

1815 S. Taylor Road, Cleveland Hts. * 216-371-5100 » swedishsolutions.com

Completely engaged. That’s how Joe Coyle

feels about his life at Judson Manor.

“Expanding my curiosity about life
is what it’s all about.”

An award-winning journalist who has lived in

Paris, Santa Fe, and New York City, he arrived in

July 2020 via the suggestion of a fellow resident.

He’s been delighted ever since.

“As a writer, | enjoy spending time alone, and

these surroundings are perfect: my apartment is
quiet, and the views overlooking the Cleveland

Museum of Art are lovely. But by far the best

s

part of Judson is the people. Everyone is so

knowledgeable about art and
culture. | wanted to have
stimulating company to spend

my time with, and I’'ve found

that here. These are wonderful,

interesting people,” says Joe.

Read the full story at

judsonsmartliving.org/blog

(udsin

SENIOR LIVING

Joe Coyle

Learn more about how Judson can bring your retirement years to life!
judsonsmartliving.org | 216.350.0326

Judson Park Cleveland Heights | Judson Manor University Circle | South Franklin Circle Chagrin Falls
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Boyd Bey and Gentry are 2022 Ron Register Scholars

At the scholarship ceremony, from left: Kenetta Boyd Bey, mother of recipient Keonshae Boyd Bey;
Quentin Smith, scholarship committee member; Troy Gentry, scholarship recipient; committee mem-
bers Reg. T. Evans and Diana Woodbridge. (Scholarship recipient Keonshae Boyd Bey was unable
to attend.)

Quentin Smith

In late May, at an awards program
at Cleveland Heights High School,
two talented and accomplished
Heights graduates, Troy Gentry
and Keonshae “Shae” Boyd Bey,
were named recipients of the
2022—23 Ron Register Scholarship
Awards. Each receives a cash award
of $2,500.

Boyd Bey excelled academically,
and was captain of the football and
wrestling teams, and a member of
student council and the track team.

He maintained a better-than-B
GPA, and was involved in com-
munity activities assisting the less
fortunate.

He worked with and on behalf of
the homeless, helping out at a local
food pantry, and organizing a winter
coat drive.

Gentry was a member of the
National Honor Society and class
council.

His academic achievements are
especially impressive considering
that, outside of class, he was active in
a variety of school clubs and athlet-
ics, including wrestling and MSAN,
as well as community volunteering.

He juggled all of that while

maintaining a 3.9 GPA.

The scholarship is named in
honor of Ron Register, who served
on the Cleveland Heights-University
Heights Board of Education (BOE)
for 16 years. He served as board
president for four terms.

Register’s passion for quality
public education, and his commit-
ment to social, economic, and racial
justice, are some of the criteria the
committee uses to evaluate scholar-
ship applicants.

The scholarship committee—
Doris Allen, Reg. T. Evans, Susie
Kaeser, Louisa Oliver, Quentin
Smith, and Diana Woodbridge—not-
ed that the two recipients exemplify
some of Register’s endearing quali-
ties: namely, selflessly giving back
to the community while pursuing
personal excellence.

The committee is confident
these two young men will make an
indelible and positive mark on soci-
ety.

The scholarship was initiated in
2019, a year after Register stepped
down from the BOE.

That year, and in every subse-
quent year, two remarkable students
have been awarded a Ron Register
Scholarship.

PORTRAITS continued from page 11

said the colors chosen, and how
they’re laid out across the children’s
faces, reveal who they are and what
they care about. “I can tell that this
one is quiet and likes to read, while
that one may go through three differ-
ent moods every day,” Apple-Presser
noted.

RoxArts is endeavoring to dis-
play the more than 2,000 portraits
throughout the community, for the
public to view.

The first installation was at
Appletree Books in the Cedar Fair-
mount neighborhood, while the Lee
Road Library is currently showing
hundreds of portraits in the exhibi-
tion space near Dobama Theatre.

Next, empty storefronts on Cov-
entry Road will soon be lined with
portraits.

Turner reminds students and

their families not to be disappointed
if their portrait has yet to be dis-
played. The pictures are being cho-
sen randomly, not based on artistic
ability, and the project coordinators
are working to secure enough public
spaces to display them all.

RoxArts is also in the process
of changing its name to more accu-
rately reflect its work funding arts
education and enrichment across the
district.

“We want schools and teachers
to know they’re eligible for equal
amounts of funding,” said Turner,
who expects a new name to be an-
nounced in the late summer or early

fall.

Krissy Dietrich Gallaghber is a freelance
Journalist under contract with the CH-

UH City School District. She is proud
to raise ber two sons in this community.

COURTESY QUENTIN SMITH

In conceiving the scholarship,
the Black Caucus of Forest Hill
Church, Presbyterian, immediately
reached out to the broader church
and surrounding community.

The scholarship committee was,
and remains, multi-racial, comprising
members of both the community and
the church, which administers the
program.

Those interested in learning
more about, or wishing to contribute
to, the Ron Register Scholarship can
contact Forest Hill Church, Presby-
terian (www.fhcpresb.org).

A transplanted former New York resident,
Quentin Smith is a member of Forest Hill
Church, Presbyterian, and the Ron Regis-
ter Scholarship Committee.

MAY 17, 2022 — work session

Board members present were President Malia
Lewis, Dan Heintz, James Posch, Jodi Sourini,
and Beverly Wright. Also present were Super-
intendent Elizabeth Kirby and Treasurer Scott
Gainer.

Staff petition and hiring of new staff
The board acknowledged the petition they re-
ceived from 148 high school staff in support
of hiring Dr. McKinney as permanent princi-
pal of the high school. McKinney, however,
has requested that she be hired as the interim
principal.

Superintendent Kirby welcomed the hir-
ing of Dr. Abdussatar as the new director of
social and emotional learning.

CTE focus group results

Former Career Technical Planning (CTE)
District Superintendent Celena Roebuck and
Heights Consortium Coordinator Katrina My-
ers presented focus group findings and recom-
mendations for the CTE program. Cleveland
Heights-University Heights participates with
Maple Heights, Shaker Heights, Warrensville
Heights, and Mayfield Heights in a compact.
Students in these schools can enroll in any of
the 22 CTE programs offered at any of the
schools.

Focus groups were held to determine
student, parent, community, and teacher per-
ceptions of the CTE programs. A major find-
ing was that too little [information] about the
programs was available to students. Coordi-
nating the school spring break calendars was
considered a major success.

MSAN presentation

Minority ~ Student Achievement Network
(MSAN) students updated the board on
the issues they have been examining. The
students meet biweekly and have discussed
critical race theory, the treatment of Africans
in Ukraine, mental health in the black com-
munity, and the wage gap between male and
female professional athletes.

LWV Observer: Robin Koslen.
JUNE 7, 2022 — regular meeting

All board members were present, as were the
superintendent and treasurer.

Tudor Taylor Corridor
Brian Anderson, business development man-
ager for the city of Cleveland Heights, intro-
duced a multi-year project for the Tudor Tay-
lor Corridor. The initial phase of the project
will focus on the apartments and stores in the
property. This project is still at the visioning
stage. The city is pursuing money for what
is considered a historic preservation project.
The Tudor Taylor buildings are listed on the
National Register for Historic Places. CH City
Council authorized a memorandum for work-
ing with WXE Development on the project.
Posch [said he] sees value in this project

Cleveland Heights - University
Heights Board of Education
Meeﬁng h,ghhghfs LWEAGUEBFWDMENVDTERS

to revitalize the community. Heintz [said he]
appreciated the historic preservation aspects.

Brian Anderson and Matthew Weimer of
WXE stated they would give periodic updates
of the project as it progressed. Mayor Kahlil
Seren was present to state his support for the
project.

Personnel agreements

The board approved a consent agenda that
included agreements for new contracts with
all bargaining units for the next three years,
and noted that this meant a levy would prob-
ably be unneeded for several years.

Policy Group C

At the final reading and approval of Policy
Group C, board members noted a more com-
plete definition of weapons and clarification
of the student requirement to report informa-
tion regarding weapons in schools.

MetroHealth

Superintendent Kirby announced that Metro-
Health at-school care continues this summer
for all CH-UH students. Students can receive
physicals, routine lab tests, care for chronic
conditions, and more at the Heights High
clinic.

Sex-based harassment

Kirby reported that invitations have gone out
for the sex-based harassment (SBH) advisory
group. The Dress Code Committee has been
identified. Discussions are being held regard-
ing the search for a Title IX compliance offi-
cer to oversee the district’s processes relating
to SBH. Timelines for completion of work on
identified areas of SBH focus are on track. Fo-
cus points will be included in summer training
for the start of school.

Treasurer’s report
Treasurer Gainer stated that passage of Ohio
House Bill 126 will make it more difficult to
file complaints regarding county assessment
of property values.

To clarify school funding and finance, he
presented explanations of Tax Increment Fi-
nancing (TIF), General Fund, and Fiscal Year.

Ohio House Bill 99

Responding to the passage of HB 99, which
allows the arming of school personnel, the
board approved a resolution opposing the
new law and asserting a commitment to a
weapon-free Board
members each gave opinions regarding the

school environment.
safety of children and the Ohio Legislature’s
dereliction of duty in passing HB 99. Board
President Lewis plans to share the resolution
with other school boards and with cities.

LWV Observer: Rosemarie Fairman.

Documents for all board meetings can be ac-
cessed at www.chuh.org/BoardofEducation.
aspx. Board meetings are livestreamed at
www.youtube.com/CHUHSchools, and re-
corded for later viewing.
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HEIGHTS LIBRARIES

Cleveland Heights - University
Heights Public Library Board
Meeting highlights Lu“w“m”“@““'

MAY 16, 2022

Board members present were President Gabe
Crenshaw, Patti Carlyle, Dana Fluellen, An-
nette lwamoto, Tyler McTigue, and Vikas
Turakhia. Vice President Max Gerboc was not
present.

Public comments

Coventry PEACE Campus (CPC) Board Presi-
dent Krista Hawthorne presented a written
statement to the board opposing the library’s
entering info a contract with Cresco Real
Estate/Playhouse Square Management as
property manager of 2843 Washington Blvd.
According to Hawthorne's written statement,
“the signing of a contract with Cresco Play-
house Square will have a negative effect on
the Coventry PEACE Campus, and we are
asking that, instead, you grant the long-term
lease we all agreed to in October of 2020,
or sell us the building. We urge you to come
back to the negotiating table with Coventry
PEACE so that both our organizations can get
back to what we each do best.” Hawthorne
noted the library’s repeated refusals to meet
with CPC in a meaningful way, and stated
that CPC has met the criteria stated in the
governing document to allow conversion to a
long-term lease. Nine additional community
residents and CPC tenant-artists also spoke
(in two-minute time allocations) in opposition
to the board’s property management agree-
ment. Among the concerns shared was the
fear that the property might be converted into
condos; the ways in which the community and
children, in particular, would be negatively af-
fected by a lack of art services and events; the
economic contributions of CPC [to] area busi-
nesses; and a lack of opportunity for mean-
ingful discussion on this issue. Speakers also
stated appreciation for library services to the
community.

Board resolutions

The board unanimously approved a contract
with Cresco Real Estate/Playhouse Square
Management to be the exclusive managing
and listing agent for the building at 2843
Washington Blvd. The board authorized the
fiscal officer to pay CRESCO the initial startup
fee of $2,750, as well as the property man-
agement fee of $2,750 per month for the
one-year term, for a total amount for property
management services not to exceed $36,000.
Each board member present gave a statement
about his/her rationale for voting to approve
the contract. All stated that tearing down the
CPC building and converting to condos is
not under consideration. The board members
spoke about their fiduciary trustee responsibil-
ity to the library, the issues in selling property
between a public agency and a private group,
the repairs that are still needed to the building
that have not been paid by CPC, the fact that
CPC had not shown financial viability [nor] the
ability to achieve independent economic sus-
tainability for the long term, as well as other
concerns. Board members stated they had in-
dependently read and reviewed every docu-
ment and e-mail, and came to this decision on
their own. Board members also stated that they
wanted CPC to succeed.

The board approved a resolution that
stated, “Cleveland Heights - University Heights
Board of Library Trustees stands in solidar-
ity with the Cleveland Heights - University

Heights Board of Education and strongly op-
poses Ohio House Bill 616.” The resolution fur-
ther stated, “The Library is concerned that HB
616 seeks to limit candid conversations about
race and gender identity in our schools, spaces
in which all children should feel safe and wel-
come.”

The board approved the purchase of Mak-
er Flex Tables for HKIC and divider walls for
meeting rooms at Lee Road library, construc-
tion of additional study rooms at the Lee Road
library, landscaping at the University Heights
library, and a contract with Bostwick Design
Partnership to provide professional design ser-
vices as the architect of record for the Noble
library renovation and addition.

The board approved a contract with the
Hodge Group to prepare plans for a redesign
of the Coventry PEACE Park and playground
construction.

The board changed masking requirements,
making masks voluntary for staff. Consumption
of food and beverages will be allowed as of
May 19, until such time as masking may be re-
instated for customers.

Personnel report

As of the end of April, 248 new applications
had been received for 10 jobs advertised.
Nearly all applicants were from Ohio. Tyler
McTigue asked that further geographic break-
down data be provided for Ohio.

Public service report

Kim DeNero-Ackroyd shared the 2021 strate-
gic plan annual report, which lists library activi-
ties and progress toward each of the following
goals: 1) foster diversity, equity and inclusion,
2) promote safety and security for the com-
munity, 3) facilitate communication and be a
bridge builder for community concerns, and 4)
be a bedrock for community workforce deve-
lopment.

LWV Observer: Elizabeth M. Tracy.

Information about the board, meeting minutes
and audio recordings of board meetings can
be found at https://heightslibrary.org/loca-
tions/heights-libraries-board.
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OF YOUR YARDI

What Does YOUR Ideal Yard Look Like?

Whether it's a beautiful space to spend time
with family and friends, or a lush haven
to escape the daily stresses of life,
make 2022 the year of your yard!

Contact us today and

REQUEST AN ESTIMATE

216-371-1935 or www.lawnlad.com

Let’s help you love your landscape!
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Owner Ash O’Connorin front of Made Cleveland
at 1807 Coventry Road.

Jessica Schantz

Made Cleveland, the new “market-
place of independent creators” in
Coventry Village, opened its doors
on June 3. It hosts the work of ap-
proximately 120 vendors, mostly from
Northeast Ohio, whose wares include
perishable and non-perishable food
items, apparel, beauty products,
refillable cleaning products, home
goods, furniture, art and jewelry.

Owner Ash O’Connor describes
her path to opening Made Cleveland
as part determination and part good
luck and timing,

After moving to Northeast Ohio
from Philadelphia in 2017, to take ajob
as a hotel food and beverage director,
O’Connor decided to stay in Cleveland
when it turned out the job was not a
good fit. Two years later, with a partner
and anewborn, she hadn’t yet made her

247 GOOGLE REVICWS!
* % % % % 5 STARS!

8000 SQUARE FEET OF SUPERVISED PLAY
216:291.0605 WWW.DOGTROPOLIS:NET,

JESSICA SCHANTZ

Made Cleveland opens on Coventry

next professional move.

That holiday season she had
hoped to shop online for locally made
goods, but couldn’t find a central
directory. That sparked the idea for
Made Cleveland’s original iteration: a
hyper-local, online vendor space and
makers community.

O’Connor planned to launch
Madecleveland.com in September 2020;
when the pandemic hit in March
2020, she expedited the process, and
launched in May of that year.

In December 2020, and again in
December 2021, O’Connor tested out
brick-and-mortar spaces on Coventry
Road, hosting two pop-up holiday
markets.

Given the markets’ success, and
availability of a large retail space
(previously occupied by City Buddha),
O’Connor approached the city about a
long-term lease, with the help of Mal-
lory Kent, the Coventry Village Special
Improvement District director.

The store is designed to comple-
ment the website, and O’Connor’s
goal is to offer one-stop-shopping
convenience while providing “expe-
riences,” such as DIY classes taught
by vendors, coupled with tastings
from the pantry. She hopes to offer
curbside pickup soon, and possibly
home delivery in the future.

Larchmere Fireworks—a glass-
blowing and blacksmithing retailer
and studio that collaborated with
O’Connor on one of the pop-up mar-
kets—has a permanent space at Made
Cleveland, where patrons can watch

continued on page 19
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Heights grad Dunn hits the big time

David Budin

Antoine Dunn is a star. His singles and
albums have charted high on Billboard.
His songs, including “Can’t Forget”
and “Miss My Love,” can be heard on
SiriusXM, BET and MTV. The singer,
songwriter, multi-instrumentalist,
producer and record-label owner also
happens to have grown up here. He
went all through the CH-UH school
system—Gearity, Wiley and Heights
High—graduating in 2006.

Dunn, who now lives in Los An-
geles, has toured nationally with other
top R&B artists. He'll be performing
in Cleveland, at the House of Blues, on
Sunday, Sept. 4, 7 p.m.

Dunn grew up on Revere Road.
“We would walk to Cain Park,” he
remembered, “and ride our bikes there,
go sledding there.” His father still lives
in Cleveland Heights, but his mother
died in 2011, “just before my music
career took off,” Dunn said. “She was a
big supporter.”

Dunn credits a few people from his
school experience with contributing to
his success. One is Glenn Brackens, his
music teacher at Wiley. “There were
so many people from his program who
went on to do great things,” Dunn said.
“He really conditioned us for {Heights
High’st A Cappella Choir. We were do-
ing college-level pieces in middle school.
I still keep in contact with him.”

At Heights High, Dunn was a
member of the Choir, the Heights Sing-
ers and the Gospel Choir; the first two
were directed by Craig McGaughey.
“IMcGaughey} really developed some
good talent,” Dunn said. “He didn’t
treat us like kids. That was the through-
line from Glenn Brackens. We were
already used to that level of criticism,
if you will.”

Dunn also wrestled, coached by
Larry Hoon. “Coach Hoon really be-
lieved in me,” Dunn said. “The disci-
pline I learned in wrestling is something
I took to every area of my life, and I
attribute my success to that. Wrestling
builds a certain amount of mental
toughness and rigidity that team sports
don’t really help youwith because you're
depending on all these other people.
Wrestling changed my life.”

He also is grateful for his guidance
counselor. “My grades started slipping
because I would cut classes and play the
piano in the auditorium. Luckily, my
counselor noticed and recommended

Antoine Dunn

that I take a career-prep class. So, 1
took Auto Collision Technology and
brought my grades up enough that I
could graduate. Thank God for guid-
ance counselors.”

When Dunn was still living here,
in 2010, a couple of projects fell apart.
He was “in kind of a funk.” One Sun-
day night, a friend asked him to go to
Nighttown. He didn’t feel like going,
but decided at the last minute to go.

“There were just a few of us there,”
Dunn recalled. “[Pianist} Jackie War-
ren was playing and she came over and
said, ‘I know you're a songwriter. This
could be a great opportunity for you.
‘Would you like to come up and play a
song while Stevie’s here?’ So, I played a
song I wrote and Stevie loved it. He and
his band called me over to their table.
Stevie told me, ‘Man, you really got it.
‘Whatever youre doing, as far as your
writing process, don’t stop, cause it’s
working for you."”

“I was so excited. I ran full speed
up Delaware Drive, where my car was
parked, and got a CD and ran back and
gave it to Stevie. He said, T'm gonna
call you on Tuesday” Monday morn-
ing my phone got cut off. It didn’t get
turned back on until Thursday. So, I
don’t know if Stevie Wonder called or
not.” They’ve met several times since
then—though he has yet to tell Wonder
the Nighttown story.

Dunn used to play his songs in his
CH basement, and pretend he was a
disc jockey announcing the record. “It
never really occurred to me,” he said,
“that one day I'd actually hear my song
played after a Beyoncé song; or that I'd
get to meet one of my idols, D’Angelo,
and he would know me by my first
name. And that I'd be blessed to tour
with him, twice. It’s incredible to me.
It’s just crazy”

David Budin is a freelance writer for na-
tional and local publications, an author, and
a professional musician and comedian.
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Humor for local heroes
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Funny Times is a Cleveland Heights based periodical
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$28 for a whole year of laughs.
Call 216.371.8600 or go to FUNNYTIMES.COM
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CH-UH City School District

Now Hiring

Academic Success Tutors

Academic Success Tutors will
assist students in a variety of
academic subjects. Tutors

can work up to 5 hours per day.
The hours are flexible and vary
between 8:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m.

Academic Success Tutors are
responsible for supporting students by
assisting them with academic success
strategies. The tutor will work to
support students to become more
iIndependent learners and reach their
outlined academic goals. Tutors will
provide individual and/or group
tutoring to students across a broad
range of subjects and courses based
on their personal areas of expertise.

Minimum Qualifications:

« Valid Ohio teaching certificate or
license issued by ODE
Strong knowledge of the specified
academic subject or any equivalent
combination of experience,
education, and/or training
A commitment to public education,
social justice, and equitable
outcomes for all students
Experience working with diverse
populations
Outstanding written and verbal
communication skills

Salary:
$25.00/hour

Apply Online! @

Scan the QR code above or visit
www.applitrack.com/chuh/.
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HEIGHTS ARTS

Hidden gems -

SONGS AND
STORIES

David Budin

I'was talking with Susanna Niermann
O’Neil before her May 2 retirement
from the city of Cleveland Heights,
where she had served for 45 years,
most recently as city manager. We
talked about some of the hidden gems
in Cleveland Heights.

I mentioned that when I was
involved with the Friends of Cain
Park, we used to sell raffle tickets
before most Cain Park concerts.
‘When I did that, I talked to as many
people as I could about the park. I
was always surprised by how many
of them—people who had come to
hear Lyle Lovett or Sheryl Crowe
or Arlo Guthrie, for instance—had
never heard of Cain Park before,
even though it’s been here since the
1930s and has presented concerts
and musicals almost the entire time.
Even some people who had lived in
Cleveland Heights for their whole
lives said they’d never heard of it.

I belong to a Facebook group
that focuses on Cleveland-area archi-
tectural history. Recently, someone
posted an old picture of Cumberland
Pool (which looked almost exactly
like current Cumberland Pool). Many
responded that they’d never heard of
it. That’s a little more understand-
able, since it’s only open to Cleveland
Heights residents. Several people
said that when they were younger,
they only knew of Coventry Village,
and they thought zhat was Cleveland
Heights.

The Cedar Fairmount shopping
district, which I live near now, was
built a few years before Cleveland
Heights even was a city. Coventry
came along a few years after that.
The Coventry library is another hid-
den gem, even though it’s not exactly
hidden. I mean, everyone sees it, but
I'm guessing not many from outside
the city ever go inside.

I practically grew up in that li-
brary. It was built in 1926. I started go-
ing there, probably as a baby, with my
mother, who later worked there when
I was attending Coventry School
across the street. I'm always amazed

Lyl P "a-/f_
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BAKERY - CAFE
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Enjoy carryout, indoor dining and dining on
our patio. Go to stone-oven.com to order
online or 216.932.3003 to order by phone.

2267 Lee Rd ¢ Cleve, OH 44118
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OURTESY DAVID BUDIN

I e
Another Cleveland Heights hidden gem: the
beautiful Mayfield Cemetery, the much smaller
cemetery immediately to the east of Lake View
Cemetery.

when I step inside the library that it
not only looks pretty much like it did
when I was a kid, but, also, that it still
smells the same. You could blindfold
me and take me there and I would
know where I was.

If not many outsiders know about
Cumberland Pool, even fewer seem to
be aware of Cumberland Park. I was
recently in London and while there, at
every historical site, my mind went back
to Cumberland Park, where I would
skip school in the autumn and spring of
eighth and ninth grades, hiding outina
clump of trees and bushes (which is still
there) and read about British history.

Cumberland Park is the home
of the Cleveland Heights Veterans
Memorial. At its opening in 1943,
the program stated it was “dedicated
to the sacred valor of those who gave
their lives to perpetuate freedom and
justice and to all whose bravery and
sacrifice have glorified the armed
might of America and her Allies.”
Several years ago, the Memorial was
expanded to honor CH veterans who
served in the Korean, Vietnam and
Persian Gulf wars.

When I was a kid, the memo-
rial had my name on it. Spoiler alert:
I didn’t die in WWII; my father’s
brother, David A. Budin, was a U.S.
Army veteran. I don’t know why my
name disappeared. Neither did Su-
sanna when I talked to her. Maybe
someone figured out that Uncle Dave
died after the war.

I've written before about the
benches all over Cleveland Heights.
I only discovered them three sum-
mers ago, when I started walking
for the first time in decades. On one
of my walks, I ran into former City
Manager Bob Downey and mentioned
the benches. He told me that it was

Continued on page 19
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A past Random Acts of Art Live concert featured Larchmere Collective’s marimba and cello duo.

HEIGHTS ARTS

Heights Arts brings the music

Tom Masaveg

Heights Arts is emerging from two
years of disrupted music programming
with a new mix of offerings at com-
munity sites and in its gallery at 2175
Lee Road. Heights Arts musical events
transform front yards into concert
venues, and blend music with poetry
in the new offering, ARTbar.

When the pandemic made live
music unavailable, listening trends
changed. Before the pandemic, the
classical genre wasn’t among the most
popular music played by young people.
But during the isolation of COVID-19,
playlists for working, studying and
relaxing that included classical music
spiked more than any other genre,
including among young audiences.

In 2022, Heights Arts is putting
extra effort into staging live perfor-
mances for classical audiences and per-
formances of new genres that speak to
more types of listeners. With ARTbar,
Heights Arts brings intimate musical
and cross-disciplinary events to its gal-
lery space in a comfortable cafe setting
where attendees can sit down and enjoy
a drink while listening,

Meanwhile, Random Acts of Art
Live transports music to shared out-
door spaces, serving new audiences and
spreading music throughout neighbor-
hoods. These concerts offer a safe way
for neighbors and friends to gather and
celebrate with song and dance.

Free gallery concerts at Heights
Arts increasingly go beyond the clas-
sical genre. On July 23, at 7 p.m., The
Katy, an indie trio fronted by song-
writer, vocalist and bassist Cathalyn,
and featuring Cleveland natives
Ashanti Allison (drums) and Eli Han-
ley (keyboards), will take the stage
at the Lee Road gallery. The Katy’s
music is ever-evolving, an earnest,

eracits

RESTAURANT

University Heights
2266 Warrensville Ctr Rd.
(216) 371-5643

Pepper Pike
29425 Chagrin Blvd.
(216) 831-1585

Mayfield Village
6687 Wilson Mills Rd.
(440) 442-9600

geracisrestaurant.com

MANgIA

genuine blend of influences strained
and sifted through the trials of life and
rooted in trust and love. Its energetic
melodies, pulsing, driven tempos, and
purposeful lyrics address inequality,
relationships, adoration and struggle.

For more information on Heights
Arts’ community programs and events,
including house concerts and gallery
performances, visit www.heightsarts.org

Tom Masaveg is a public artist specializ-
ing in augmented reality installation and
graphite works on paper; and is the pro-
grams manager at Heights Arts. Contact
bim at programs@beightsarts.org.

Libraries

program!

COURTESY HEIGHTS ARTS

SUMMER READING
“= JUNEG- AUGUST 31

Celebrate growing, gardening, going green with us by signing up for our Summer Reading
Program! Preschoolers through Teens select a prize book at sign up and after reading

for 30 days, all the while earning raffle tickets for a chance to win some awesome grand
prizes! Parents: don’t forget to sign up your babies and toddlers for our preschool

Adults shouldn’t feel left out. They’ll have their own summer reading program, with
garden-focused prizes like a two-person yearlong membership to the Cleveland Botanical
Garden and Holden Arboretum, a gardening prize package including a $50 Bremec
Garden Center gift card and gardening books, and an indoor herb garden grow Kkit.

Register at any branch starting June 6.

Opeaziiv Foets at Feace Fark

SN lIMACS
2.8/18 'l BACKS

@7p.m.
www.macsbhbacks.com

1820 Coventry Rd., Cleveland Heights, Ohio 44118 - 216.321.2665

Need affordable Medicare
that's in step with your life?
‘ Choosing the right Medicare coverage can

Kathy Carvin be confusing.

Licensed Insurance Agent | can help you find a plan
that'’s right for YOU
and YOUR BUDGET.

This is an advertisement.

Not all agents are licensed

hrenaagplgets@

Call today for personalized service!

(216) 375-5902

to sell all products. Service

and product  availability

varies by state.
46275-H1-0920

I W m s R . - Tl i

www.heightslibrary.org
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HEIGHTS ARTS

Ohio Licence 3

COS students perform in Disney’s “The Little Mermaid, JR.”

LIGHT COMFORT SAFETY EFFICIENCY

Eileen Ryan Ewen

Following two seasons of
darkened lights and shuttered curtains,
Communion of Saints School’s (COS)
drama program returned to the stage
in May, when 49 children in grades
K-8 sang and danced in Disney’s “The
Little Mermaid, JR.”

Sea animals, seagulls, merpeople
and royals all took to the spotlight.
Bright costumes flashed before
painted sets. The student stage crew
behind the scenes helped ensure
that everything ran smoothly. After
months of rehearsing, the show went
off without a hitch.

The production was directed by
Kelly Monaghan, with support from
drama coordinators Carlita Skok,
Beth Sluzewski, and Jeanne Gordon,
and numerous volunteers.

“Communion of Saints drama

HEART

ELECTRICAL
CONTRACTORS

216.932.2598

Since 1985 ++ www.skettleelectric.com

A LOCAL
BUSINESS RAFFLE

program is a family affair,” said
Sluzewski, a parent and volunteer.

Parents, grandparents, alumni,
and parishioners came together
to design and build sets and sew
costumes. The result transported
theater-goers from the school gym to
King Triton’s court.

The drama program builds on
the arts foundation established by
Fr. John Mary Powers, founder of St.
Ann’s School and Parish (now COS).
Powers, an avid theater and music
fan, formed the parish theater troupe,
The Power Players, more than 50
years ago. For decades, students have
learned and honed their skills on the
Power Players stage.

Eileen Ryan Ewen is a children’s book
illustrator and volunteer librarian at
Communion of Saints School. Her children
attend COS School.

PRESENTING SPONSOR

N

TO SUPPORT

[VERNE s ELLSWORTH HANN ->

N the Heights

HEIGHTS ARTS

Together we grow! Heights local businesses are proud supporters of Heights Arts. Every raffle
ticket you purchase supports artists and arts programming in your own backyard.

WHEN
July 1 - July 31, 2022. Raffle winners will be
announced live from Heights Arts in August.

WHY

PRIZES

$700
Arts And Culture
Experience
Package**

$800
Grand Prize
Drawing*

Prizes of $50

or More From

Participating
Businesses

$250
Award-Winning
World Eats
Package**

THREE WAYS TO PURCHASE TICKETS

Raffle tickets are $5 per entry. Get a bonus entry for every $15 spent.

(2) VISIT our website:
www.heightsarts.org/heartintheheights

(1) VISIT any participating business.

SMALL BUSINESS supports
ARTS

supports SMALL BUSINESS

HEIGHTSI =V

*Grand Prize made possible by the Heights Arts Board, City Council, and Zagara's Marketplace.

**Get details about each package at www.heightsarts.org/heartintheheights.

Because when business supports the arts and the
arts support business, everyone benefits.

$220
Coventry
Package**

(3) SCAN the QR code below.

EIGHTSI R ;.4'*‘
Sy
Ot
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www.heightsobserver.org Call 216-320-1423 to find out how you can advertise your business for $29/month

HEIGHTS ARTS

Cain Park raffles off Heights
prizes and OSU football tickets

Lisa Manzari

Friends of Cain Park, supporting
Cain Park for more than three
decades, is back this summer selling
memberships and raffle tickets to
support this regional treasure.
Raffle tickets can be purchased
online at fréendsofcainpark.org/raffle,
and at the Cain Park Arts Festival,
July 8-10. [Admission to the Arts
Festival is free on all three days.}
Each raffle ticket costs $5; $20
purchases five. Six baskets, each
valued $100 to $250, features items
from Cleveland Heights businesses,
as well as Guardians tickets.
Participating businesses include The
Wine Spot, Zhug, Dewey’s Pizza,
MOQOJO world eats & drink, Boss Dog
Brewing Company, Phoenix Coftee,
Rising Star Coffee, and Larchmere

Fireworks.

In addition, Ohio State football
fans have the chance to win two
tickets on the 30-yard line for the
Rutgers game on Oct. 1, in Columbus.
The lucky winner will also win a $250
Visa gift card, for a prize package
worth $750.

All raffle winners will be drawn
on Sunday, July 10, at the close of
Arts Fest.

(If you are a local Heights
business interested in donating to, or
otherwise supporting Friends of Cain
Park, send an e-mail to womanzari@
ameritech.net.)

Lisa Manzari is a 16-year resident of
Cleveland Heights, and a member of
Friends of Cain Park.

MADE CLEVELAND continued from page 14

the artists at work.

O’Connor equates the robust
response of both sellers and buy-
ers with a particular lesson of the
pandemic: “There were very vivid
images of what it means to lose small
businesses. That’s been a wake-up
call. [Made Cleveland} focuses on
convenience; these small shops ac-
tually are convenient, and it’s quite
inconvenient when they disappear.”

O’Connor is committed to
creating a positive work environ-
ment, where trusting people is key.
“That begins with a fair wage,” said
O’Connor. Made Cleveland’s starting
pay rate is $15 an hour.

O’Connor plans to expand her
food selection and establish an in-
store farmer’s market for local grow-
ers and vendors, and has applied to
accept EBT cards.

She envisions the space evolving
further. “I see certain lines continu-
ing to grow, including apparel. We
have an art gallery, and every Final
Friday {a Coventry Village monthly
summer event], there will be a new

piece installed. We would love to have
free, local, live music, local film screen-
ings, literary readings, and eventually
we want to install a micro kitchen to
serve local wine and beer, and have
the kitchen be available to burgeoning
food entrepreneurs to test concepts.”

Of her commitment to the busi-
ness district, O’Connor said, “When I
first moved to Cleveland I lived by the
Westside Market, and there were lots
of cute restaurants and shops, and lots
of foot traffic; but in terms of the type
of community that we wanted, Cov-
entry was the one. There are so many
different socioeconomic and cultural
backgrounds , and we wanted to serve
and represent a diverse community.”

Made Cleveland is open seven
days a week, 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. To
contact Made Cleveland, e-mail
coventry@madecleveland.com, or
call 216-800-8420.

FJessica Schantz is the e-news manager
at the Heights Observer and a longtime
resident of Cleveland Heights. She is also
the co-owner of Upcycle Design, a furniture
vendor with Made Cleveland.

HIDDEN GEMS continued from page 16

no accident; that the city had placed
them all around. Susanna said that,
too. The benches are all different and
I've tried them all. As I often say, my
motto has become: “I will leave no
bench un-sat-in.”

Then there’s the tiny forest just
east of the Community Center, that,
essentially, connects the Community
Center to the section of Forest Hill
Park with the baseball fields and
picnic area. At the edge of the park-
ing lot, small, barely noticeable signs

lead you to hiking trails and several
points of interest—both natural and
human-made—that you'd never know
were there.

That little spot really is well hid-
den. The others are various degrees of
hidden. But they’re all gems.

David Budin is a freelance writer for
national and local publications, the for-
mer editor of Cleveland Magazine and
Northern Obio Live, an author, and a
professional musician and comedian. His
writing focuses on the arts and, especially,
pop-mausic history.

\ HARVEY &
FRIENDS  FRENDS
: . Bookshop
S
Heights Libraries 2nd Floor

of the

All proceeds

support the library Lee Road Branch

Great Selection of Used Books,
DVDs, & CDs For Sale
Every Day!

www.friendsheightslibraries.org

Always Buying Paying Cash
MICHAEL'S ANTIQUES

o Gold / Sterling Silver ¢ Clocks

o Jewelry e Swords

o Glassware e Lamps

o Paintings ¢ Violins

o Pottery o Porcelain

o Military ltems e Ivory Carvings
o Bronze Figures ¢ Oriental Rugs
o Men’s Wristwatches ¢ Marble Figures

7 Days 9 a.m.—8 p.m.

440-461-4611

FREE House Calls for SENIORS
Buying anything unusual

RIPLEY;

ENTERPRISES -

TREE®

SERVICE

COMPRENENSIVE TREE M4

NAGEMENT
Tree Removal * Yard Expansion
Fertilization * Cable Support
Pruning * Stump Grinding

(440} 463-7379 for free estimate

Centified Arborist

Fully insured

North Coast

Sealcoating

« Drive Maintenance
» Sealcoating

» Cracks and Repairs
» Asphalt Paving

216-791-6228

JOIN US!

FutureHeights

We're looking a couple of great people to join
our team. If you care deeply about the
Heights and want to help our community
thrive, you might be just the person we are
looking for!

Learn more at
www.futureheights.org/about/careers-at-futureheights/

Heights Hardware

SINCE 191 1

Benjamin Moore
Pairts

Monday-Saturday 9-6 - Sunday 11-4

1792 Coventry Road
216-321-4701

www.heightshardware.com

.. || RAYMOND J. WOHL, CPA

9\ o Insurance Company Representative

2121 South Green Road
South Euclid, Ohio 44121

Personal & Business Taxes
Life Insurance

Call: 216.382.9647
raywohlcpa@yahoo.com

* Raymond J. Wohl, Licensed Insurance Agent
* Primerica Insurance Company

Ardmore Tree Service
Complete Tree Service
Year-round

Pruning « Tree and Stump Removal
Feeding * Oak Wilt Treatment

(216) 486-5551

We Sell and Plant
Trees & Shrubs

Member:
National Arborist Assn. *« TCIA « ISA

Free Estimates Fully Insured

/ Eve’s Painting & \

Home Repair

Interior and exterior painting
Wallpaper removal
Plaster repairs
Housing code violations
*#** 10% off interior projects
December through March!
We are bonded, insured, and maintain

an “A” rating on Angie’s List.

k 216-387-0525

llebles1@hotmail.com
CITY LITE ELECTRIC, INC.

For all your electrical needs

RESIDENTIAL / COMMERCIAL

(440) 840-8941
Ask for Steve License #48370

"Reliable electrical service and repair”

4 )

Green Tara

YOGA & HEALING ARTS

lyengar Yoga
Transforming Body, Breath and Mind
Online and In-Studio Classes

2450 Fairmount, Cleveland Heights
K(216)382-0592 www.greentarayoga.com/

MJ M ;Vggg)z\;\;ion

Keep your historic windows

and save thousands!

Sticky windows
Broken ropes

We’ll make them work like new! _
(216) 321-7729 |

mjmwindowrestoration.com
* 35+ years in the Heights %

Weather Stripping
Cracked Glass
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DAILY WALK-IN
STD TESTING

NO INSURANCE? NO PROBLEM!
_855-5-WE-CARE

2323 LEE RD, CLEVELAND HEIGHTS, OHIO 44118

CENTRAL
OUTREACH

WELLNESS CENTER
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