Volume 14
Number 1
January 1, 2021

Free parking
at all Cleve-
land Heights
meters

8

UH Mayor
Brennan testi-
fies in Colum-
bus on school
funding

12

National trade
publication
ranks Heights
Libraries among
nation’s best

Heights
Libraries

14
MR Artists tackle
social justice
struggle and

0 ©
© =
=3
_O'
_>I
= O
c 5
O =
o .2
» £ 0
_c—FnI
G
T35
Om o
T
5 o2
= N O

HEIGHTS OBSERVER

READ LOCAL SHOP LOCAL.

Written by volunteers for Cleveland Heights and University Heights

Published by FUtUI'e} iO|g h+8

* Read more at www.heightsobserver.org

MetroHealth plans expansion at Severance

Kim Sergio Inglis

MetroHealth has proposed an expan-
sion of its Cleveland Heights medical
center with the addition of a 110-bed
behavioral health hospital. The new
hospital is designed to be a short-
term-stay facility, for patients in need
of evaluation and stabilization for
mental health and addiction.

Dr. Julia Bruner is leading the
design and development of the new
hospital, and will serve as president
of the behavioral health initiative at
MetroHealth’s Cleveland Heights
medical center.

In a Dec. 11 presentation to the
FutureHeights Planning and Devel-
opment Committee, Joe Frolik, Me-
troHealth’s senior vice president for
communications and community and
government relations, and Bruner
described plans for the new facility,

MetroHealth’s proposed new Cleveland Heights Behavioral Hospital (in blue, above) will add 75,000
square feet to its Severance campus.

which has a target opening date of
October 2022.

The MetroHealth Cleveland
Heights Behavioral Health Hospital

Best of the Heights 2021 kicks off Jan. 1

Sally Kramer

Beginning Jan. 1, Heights residents
can show their appreciation for
locally owned, independent busi-
nesses by voting for their favorites
in the FutureHeights 2021 Best of
the Heights Awards contest.

New this year: each “vote” will
be entered for a chance to win a
prize package of gift certificates
from Heights businesses.

“Our independent businesses
are so important to the vitality
of our community,” said Deanna
Bremer Fisher, executive director
of FutureHeights. “Their individual
personalities and unique products
and services are one of the things
that makes the Heights such an
awesome place to live! This year,
more than ever, it is important to
show our support so that they will
still be here when we come through
this pandemic.”

Since 2005, FutureHeights—a
nonprofit community development
corporation—has conducted the
Best of the Heights Awards to
recognize the unique attributes of
Heights businesses, and their con-

BEST OF
THE HEIGHTS

Q

FutureHeights

tributions to the local economy.

Each year, residents cast their
votes for their favorite businesses
by nominating them for an award
in a variety of categories.

This year’s ballot includes
popular categories from previous
years, as well as new categories
that recognize the innovation and
perseverance of local entrepre-
neurs, such as Best Online Order-
ing and Best Socially Distanced
Dining.

Residents are encouraged to

continued on page 7

Community groups plan elected-mayor public forum

Deanna Bremer Fisher

FutureHeights, the communi-
ty development corporation for
Cleveland Heights, and Citizens
for an Elected Mayor (CEM), the
grassroots group that advocated
for passage of Issue 26 in fall 2019,
are co-sponsoring a public forum to
help prepare voters to directly elect
a mayor, for the first time, in 2021.

“Electing Our First Mayor:
Moving Cleveland Heights For-
ward” will take place via Zoom,
from 7 to 8:30 p.m., on Wednesday,

CITIZENS FOR AN
ELECTED MAYOR

Feb. 3.

In preparation for the forum,
the groups are asking citizens to
complete an online survey to help
identify the top issues that a new
mayor will need to address in order
to move Cleveland Heights forward.
Visit https://conta.cc/2LSDmv3 to
participate.

“Community input is an essen-
tial part of shaping what our first
elected mayor’s priorities should

FutureHeights

be,” said Tony Cuda of CEM. “We
believe this will not only help
candidates create their platforms,
it will help citizens evaluate can-
didates and identify the qualities,
experiences, and qualifications that
a mayor would need to address the
issues.”

In addition, the groups are
asking members of the public to
play an active role in the event by

continued on page 7

would be built on a section of parking
lot at the east of the health system’s
Severance facility, and connect to it

continued on page 9

New teachers’ con-
tract averts strike

Cathan Cavanaugh

The CH-UH City School District Board
of Education (BOE) has approved a
new contract for the teachers’ union,
averting a strike by teachers. {To view
the contract, go to https://drive.google.
com/file/d/1_953n1qUxJCDwF_fc3-D-
9IVPvhZvgu3/view.]

Following an all-night negotiation
session that began Dec. 1, a tentative
agreement was reached between the
BOE and the Cleveland Heights Teach-
ers Union early in the morning of Dec.
2—the date the union had intended to
begin its strike. The union voted on Dec.
3 to ratify the agreement, with 94-percent
approval.

As the final step {in the agreement},
BOE members unanimously approved
the contract during its regular meeting on
Dec. 8. (BOE Member Malia Lewis was
not present, due to an excused absence.)

“I'm glad we were able to reach an
agreement that’s more sustainable for
the long term. Both sides worked hard
and were able to ultimately agree on
important compromises and meet in
the middle,” said BOE President Jodi
Sourini. “We are thrilled to be able to
move forward united for our students.”

The ratified agreement covers
the 202021 and 202122 school years.
Teachers will receive their steps (salary
increases for years of service to the dis-
trict, and for additional education) this
year and next, with a 1-percent increase
in base salary next year.

Effective March 1, 2021, employee
health care premium contributions
will be tiered at 9-, 10-, or 11-percent of
the monthly premium cost, with those
employees at the lower pay range con-
tributing slightly less (9 percent) than
those at the higher pay ranges (who will
contribute 10 or 11 percent).

Other key points of the agreement

continved on page 7
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About the Observer

The Hezghts Observer is not an ordinary
newspaper; it is a nonprofit publication
for residents of Cleveland Heights and
University Heights.

The Observer has no writing staff;
it is written by you—the readers.

Individuals throughout the com-
munity decide what stories they want
to write, then submit them for publi-
cation. Anyone in University Heights
or Cleveland Heights is welcome to
contribute regularly, occasionally or
even just once.

Is there something you think
should be covered in the Heights Observ-
er? If so, please write it on your own, or
with friends, neighbors or colleagues.
Our volunteer editors will make sure
it’s ready to publish and contact you
with any questions.

If you're writing a news article,
it should be clear and factual. If you
want to express an opinion, submit it
as a letter to the editor or an opinion
piece. Either way, make sure it’s about
something specific to our two cities.

* To make a submission of any kind, go
to www.heightsobserverorg and click on
“Member Center” at the left.

* For information about writing style,
article length, etc., click on “Become
an Observer” at the left. For questions
that aren’t answered there, call the
FutureHeights office at 216-320-1423
or e-mail info@futureheights.org.

Articles to be considered for the
February issue must be submitted by
Jan. 11. We publish some articles online
as they come in—and still consider
them for the next print issue. We also
publish an e-newsletter each Tuesday.

OPENING
THE OBSERVER

Bob Rosenbaum

Somewhere around 8oo people have
contributed to the Heights Observer
since its first issue in April 2008.

It sounds like an impressive
number to me.

On the other hand, it represents
just 1.2 percent of the 66,000 people
who live in the Heights Observer’s ser-
vice area of Cleveland Heights and
University Heights.

So we have room to grow.

If you've ever considered con-
tributing an article to the Hezghts
Observer, you may want to sign up for
our upcoming online seminar, which
we have cleverly titled “How to Write
for the Observer.”

The seminar is free, on Thursday,
Jan. 21, 7-8:15 p.m. A registration link
is at the bottom of this column.

It will cover four main topics:

* What the Heights Observer publishes

CH-UH schools and
teachers union an-

nounce agreement
To the Editor:

After months of contract negotiations
culminating in an all-night session, the
Cleveland Heights Teachers Union
(CHTU) and the CH-UH City School
District reached a tentative agreement
on the morning of Dec. 2. The union
ratified it with 94% approval. On Dec.
8, the agreement [was} presented to the
CH-UH Board of Education (BOE) for
a vote. We are happy to be able to move
forward united and, above all else, we
are relieved that our teachers are exactly
where they’re needed most—with their
students.

The battle we continue to fight
together is one against our district’s
common enemy: the impact of disastrous
EdChoice legislation and inequitable
school funding. The CH-UH schools
lost $7 million last year, and we expect
to lose more than $9 million this school
year, due to the way EdChoice vouchers
are funded in Ohio. We will continue to
testify in front of state lawmakers, pro-
vide Heights residents with information
and ways to support fair school funding
legislation, and work closely with our
advocacy partners such as the Heights
Coalition for Public Education.

We wish to thank the Heights com-
munity for their engagement, advocacy
and support. Together, we remain com-
mitted to fulfilling our mission of prepar-
ing our students for college and career.
We are unified in our commitment to
make positive change to school funding
and, ultimately, the future of education
for our Heights children.

Elizabeth Kirby, CH-UH City School
District superintendent

Karen Rego, CHTU president

Jodi Sourini, CH-UH City School Dis-
trict BOE president

* How community organizations can
leverage it

* How to submit contributions

* A simple process to make writing
easier

As a warm-up to the seminar,
here’s some information to help you
understand the Heights Observer.

* It’s published by nonprofit Future-
Heights with a goal of helping to
keep Heights residents engaged and
the Heights community connected.

* Everything we publish is contrib-
uted by members of the community.
And anybody in the community is
welcome to contribute.

* We don't pay for editorial contributions.

* We limit our content to information
that’s directly relevant to the com-
munities we serve. If it’s not about
something or someone in Cleveland
Heights or University Heights, it’s
probably not for us.

* We seek to provide news and infor-
mation about the Heights commu-
nity that’s not available elsewhere,
and to support dialogue about
things that matter to our readers.
(We don’t have a policy against
publishing poetry, for example, but

we’re not a literary journal and we
rarely do it.)

*» The Heights Observer strives to be
an agnostic platform for people
who have information to share
with the community—such as
opinions about local political is-
sues, articles about school events,
coverage of meetings and forums,
and profiles about Heights resi-
dents who do interesting things.

* Everything we publish gets re-
viewed by an editor, for a few rea-
sons: It helps keep order; it makes
the job of writing easier for nervous
contributors; it identifies errors and
omissions; and it’s part of a mindful
approach to publishing.

If you think you have stories
about the Heights to share, and you
want some more insight on how to
get started, please consider this an
invitation to join our seminar.

It’s free, but you have to register.
Here’s the link: hztp://bit.ly/HOwrite21.

Bob Rosenbaum is co-chair of the Heights
Observer Advisory Committee, and is
responsible for its advertising sales and
market development.

Seconding the call for an ‘excel-
lent’ Cleveland Heights mayor

Bruce Hennes

Deborah Van Kleef and Carla
Rautenberg’s November column
in the Heights Observer, “Wanted:
An Excellent Mayor for Cleveland
Heights,” listing the qualities we
should seek in a new mayor, was
accurate and on-point.

Having worked in and around
Cleveland Heights City Hall for
45 years, and serving a quarter-
century on the faculty of the
Leadership Academy at Cleveland
State University, I can say from
experience that the job of mayor
of alarge, diverse community, with
a budget of $45 million per year,
should not be held by anyone with
a thin résumé.

I voted against the CH charter
change to eliminate the city man-
ager form of government because
of my belief that the deficiencies
of that form of government could
be mitigated with a strong city
council led by a strong council
president. But nature abhors a
vacuum.

When you have a city council
that is divided on a number of key
issues, the city manager’s hand is
strengthened. Because the city man-
ager is focused narrowly on keeping
at least four members of city council
satisfied—rather than the entire
community—you end up with a
disconnect—one that Citizens for
an Elected Mayor took to victory
with the recent charter change.

The other reason I voted to
keep the city manager form of gov-
ernment intact was based on my
belief that in Cleveland Heights we
do not have a “civic infrastructure”

in place that has a number of resi-
dents prepared to become mayor.
Decades ago, we had something
like that in place, but Coventry
Neighbors, Oxford Neighbors, the
Heights Community Congress and
similar community organizations
are either gone or are no longer
incubating the kind of civic leader-
ship enumerated in Van Kleef and
Rautenberg’s column.

Keep this in mind, too: While
the amended charter says that
the new “city administrator” will
oversee daily operations, I doubt
the search for that person will be-
gin in earnest until the new mayor
takes office—and it could indeed
be many, many months before
that person is hired—so the new
mayor will have to be hands-on as
administrator. And if the person
who becomes mayor has few of
the desired qualities mentioned in
the November column (one with a
“vision for the city”, “financial acu-
men”, “the self-confidence to make
tough decisions, and the humility
to ask for help”), what’s the likeli-
hood we’ll attract a city administra-
tor who is truly outstanding?

Please, Deborah and Carla,
keep the pressure on. It would be
detrimental to the community if
we elect a new mayor based on
pure political clout rather than on
qualifications.

Bruce Hennes, a 47-year resident of
Cleveland Heights, is a past president
of Coventry Neighbors, past chairman
of the 1980s-era Coventry Street Fair,
and founder of the Coventry Village
Special Improvement District.
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Outsourced Safebuilt inspection ‘a joke’

Dean Sieck

As an opponent of privatizing
city services, I had an interesting
experience in mid-October, when
I had a new driveway installed. I
watched the crew pretty closely,
and at one point I noticed a man
approach them from my neighbor’s
yard and hand one of them a piece
of paper. He then turned and walked
away. Curious about who he was, I
watched him leave and saw that he
got into a car with a Safebuilt logo
on the door.

Safebuilt is the private, for-
profit company that now handles
all the duties of the former building
department of the city of Cleveland
Heights.

Later, when I talked to the fore-
man of the crew about how the job
was coming along, he asked me, “Did
you see the inspector?”

He relayed that his entire crew
was gobsmacked by the so-called
“inspection” that Safebuilt had
performed on my driveway. He also
mentioned that the crew had delayed
part of its process, waiting for the
inspection of the gravel base before
applying the first layer of asphalt. But
the inspector showed up two hours
early.

The foreman further stated
that if this job had been in Shaker
Heights, the inspector would have
walked the entire driveway, stomping
on the stones to make certain they
were well packed before the asphalt
was applied. When I talked to him
later, he did acknowledge that an-
other Safebuilt “inspector” had come
to the jobsite, but that one didn’t
look at the job either—just talked
to the crew a bit and left.

I was pretty certain that I had
hired a reliable company, and thus
was not worried about the quality of
work for my new driveway. But what
if I hadn’t? And what if the other
driveways that were done that day
in Cleveland Heights were subjected
to a similar “joke inspection,” as de-
scribed by the foreman of my crew?
Given the financial pressures many
are experiencing during COVID-19,
what if some of those other hired
contractors were less than thorough,
or less than scrupulous, hired by
homeowners who just want a job to
pass inspection? What if they were

The Heights’ #1 choice
for interior and exterior
painting

Serving Northeast
Ohio Homeowners
since 1975

Quality Painting.

THAT’S ALL WE DO!

Call us at

216-529-0360

for a Free Consultation!
neubertpainting.com

given the same hastiest of “inspec-
tions” that my driveway received?
What if that kind of slipshod per-
formance extends to other jobs in
Cleveland Heights, such as pouring
concrete, building an addition, or
putting on a roof?

The reason a city has an inspec-
tion process for new building is so
that the quality of housing stock
in the city will be maintained, and
perhaps enhanced—especially as
it ages to 100 years and more. The
carelessness I witnessed in what
now passes for building inspection
in Cleveland Heights bodes ill for
the future of this city that I love.
Let us hope that perhaps a new
Cleveland Heights mayor will move
to reinstate a true building depart-
ment—and terminate an outsourced
department of box-checking and

paper passing.

Dean Sieck is a 45-year Cleveland
Heights resident. Hes a former board
member and president of HRRC (then
FHC Housing), and former member
of Forest Hill Homeowners Executive
and Standards committees. A member of
Forest Hill Church, he enjoys gardening,

canning and writing poems.
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Barbee announces candidacy for
Cleveland Heights City Council
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Lee Barbee

Greetings fellow Cleveland Heights
residents, my name is Lee E. Barbee
II. I would like to introduce myself
as a candidate for Cleveland Heights
City Council.

I was born in Cleveland. My
family moved to the Forest Hill
area of Cleveland Heights in 1970.
My parents (Lee Barbee Sr. and his
wife, Marlene) wanted to move from
our home on 124th Street, off of St.
Clair Avenue. The neighborhood
was changing, and our home was
robbed several times. I remember
an incident as a child: We returned
home and I saw the robber inside;
he walked past the front window.
My father became the protector he
was and enacted his Second Amend-
ment right and reached for a gun. He
instructed us to go to his brother’s
house around the corner while he
secured the premises.

My father retired after working
for 44 years at a Ford Motor plant;
my mother worked 20 years at Gen-
eral Electric at Nela Park. The home
I live in was our family home, which
I have vowed to always keep in our
family. The traditions that were
started here in Cleveland Heights re-
verberate through our family to this
day, and I will keep them abreast.

I live in the home I grew up in
because I love the neighborhood, and
I always have. Every time I hear the
sound of owls in the late evening it
reminds me of quiet summer days in

Free books mailed
to your young child!

If your child is
4 years old or younger

and lives in Cuyahoga County
Please register online at:

ImaginationLibrary.com

Forest Hill. This section of Cleveland
Heights is different from others: the
residents are zoned to attend East
Cleveland City Schools (East Cleveland,
once a formidable suburb). Forest Hill
is divided by the East Cleveland School
District (ECSD) and the East Cleveland
side of Forest Hill. So, I have voted
on ECSD issues and city of Cleveland
Heights issues. Individuals from past
to present have moved into this unique
and beautiful area and been confused
and defeated. They have sought help
from courts to send their children to
Cleveland Heights-University Heights
schools, and have failed.

I applied {to join} the Citizens
Advisory Committee and was recently
appointed to serve on it. I believe in
this community! I am not running
as a Democrat or Republican. I will
be running as an independent, non-
partisan candidate whose interest is
all residents. [Editor’s note: All elec-
tions for Cleveland Heights office are
nonpartisan. Per the city’s charter, all
ballots used in elections provided for
in the charter “shall be without party
marks or designations.”}

I believe that 2021 should be the
year of diplomacy. We should be teach-
ing our kids and other adults that, no
matter what your party affiliate is, we
should all use diplomacy toward one
another. We can all agree to disagree,
but move forward as a community
based on the entire body as a whole.

For example, we have just wit-
nessed a division of opinion with the
CH-UH school levy; but we should
accept the decision of the people and
move forward as a community. At the
same time, the winning side of the
vote should take into consideration
those who opposed the issue and work
together as a community:.

This was an issue within the Forest
Hill homeowners association; because
we disagreed on an approach to an
issue, we became tribalized in our per-
ceptions of one another. This was one
of the main things Machiavelli spoke
of; therefore, please consider me for a
CH City Council seat for 2021, to bring
the city together to achieve common
goals for the progress of Cleveland
Heights—my home and yours.

Lee Barbee is a candidate for CH City
Council.
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Speak up for democracy

! HEIGHTS OF
DEMOCRACY

Deborah Van Kleef and Carla Rautenberg

We imagine everyone will be glad
to put 2020 in the rearview mirror.
The ugliness of presidential politics,
police brutality, and the COVID-19
pandemic have touched us locally and
roiled the nation. As we write, not
only is President Trump still disput-
ing the election, it appears that Ohio
electric ratepayers will be charged an
extra $7 per month for the foreseeable
future, thanks to our General As-
sembly’s failure to repeal their utterly
corrupt creation, House Bill 6. These
are failures, not of democracy, but of
governments that serve the power of
money, rather than the public interest.

There will be plenty for citizens
to address at Cleveland Heights’
eighth annual Democracy Day on
Thursday, Jan. 28, at 7 p.m. For the
first time, the public hearing will be
virtual, livestreamed on YouTube.
‘Whether as an audience member or a
participant, please plan to attend. Do
you have something to say about the
corrosive effect of corporate power
and big money on our democracy?
You can speak for up to five minutes
(about 500 words). Send your full
name, e-mail address, and topic to
Carla at heightsdemocracy@gmail.

com by Tuesday, Jan. 26, to receive a
participants’ link. The link will also
be posted on the city calendar.

In 2013, with a 77 percent “yes”
vote, Cleveland Heights voters passed
a citizens’ initiative calling for a 28th
Amendment to the US. Constitution
to establish that human beings, not
corporate entities, have constitu-
tional rights, and that money is not
speech. The initiative also created,
by city ordinance, an annual public
hearing on these topics (Title 15,
Chapter 183 of the Administrative
code). Eleven other Ohio cities have
passed similar initiatives, the most re-
cent being Painesville, last November,
with 78 percent voting “yes”. Note
Painesville’s location in deep-red Lake
County; this is not a partisan issue,
and the supporting organization,
Move to Amend, is non-partisan.

The 28th Amendment, which so
many Ohioans and others across the
country have voted to support, is House
Joint Resolution 48. Its 75 co-sponsors
include Ohio representatives Marcia
Fudge, Marcy Kaptur and Tim Ryan.

Here is the full text of the 28th
Amendement:

Section 1. The rights protected
by the Constitution of the United
States are the rights of natural per-
sons only. Artificial entities, such
as corporations, limited liability
companies, and other entities, es-
tablished by the laws of any State,
the United States, or any foreign

continued on page 7
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Stay Tuned for Valentine's Day!

;r?__;é&le Piclgup & Local Deliven}‘f’:

© 216.932.3200
5 Lee Rd. Cleveland Heights, OH

CMITCHELLSCHOCOLATES.COM

Bonded ¢ Insured ¢ OH LIC #24462

February 28, 2021.

©932-9755

VEHbrothers.com

Heating & Cooling Systems

Heating / Cooling / Plumbing / Specializing in Steam & Hot Water Boiler Systems
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Kim Mastrandrea - Realtor, 20-yr. Hts. homeowner
and proud supporter of the Heights Observer,
“Ohio’s Best Community Newspaper.”

216-288-7014 MaryKimOhio@gmail.com

Wilkes Realty LLC - locally owned brokerage @

serving buyers and sellers throughout NE Ohio.

ML REALTOR

Apple Construction

Residential Contractor
Serving Greater Cleveland since 1980
Kitchens, bathrooms, additions and more

216-321-6639

www.apple-construction.com ¢ email: appleconstructioncle@gmail.com

SCOTT HAIGH .o

Cleveland Heights resident for over 35 years

oward
annas

“ Scott was always available, responsive and timely to .
Real Estate Services

our needs and requests... | am happy to offer an
unqualified and enthusiastic endorsement of Scott.

He is intelligent, creative and enjoys educating his
clients in all aspects of the buying and selling process.

I highly recommend him! You can be sure
that he will hit all the right notes with you!

Scott is kind, professional, efficient and honest. .’ .,

He has become a valuable resource and fiiend.

REALTOR"

www.scotthaigh.howardhanna.com e scotthaigh@howardhanna.com

e Experts in old
homes

 Water tanks &
heating systems

e Eco-friendly
updates

e Fully trained, licensed,
bonded & insured

o e
r Aavghiin sk
SUPER
SERVICE
AWARD

2014,

e Residential & commercial

216-691-2300

216-39

School funding pain must end

THE COMMON
GOOD

Susie Kaeser

Have you ever lost your credit
card and worried that a stranger
was ringing up a big bill for you
to pay? Fortunately, once you dis-
cover you have lost your card, you
can cancel it and stop the theft.
In most cases, the credit card
company will cover the fraudulent
expenditures assigned to your
small piece of plastic.

Deduction funding, the way
the state legislature funds pri-
vate-school vouchers and charter
schools, is like a community losing
its credit card and then having the
state legislature pick it up and use
it to advance its agenda, without
paying for it. The legislature has
had a field day over the last decade,
cutting taxes and looking good to
voters, while simultaneously in-
creasing education costs and slowly
shifting more funding responsibil-
ity to local taxpayers and more
blame to local boards of education.
Its spending spree has forced an
increase in local taxes just to keep
up with the state funding that is
being forfeited to private schools.

State education dollars are ap-
propriated based on local need and
are supposed to satisfy the legisla-
ture’s obligation to fund its public
schools, but deduction funding
ignores this goal. Instead, school
districts are expected to use state
aid appropriated for their students
to pay for students they don’t edu-
cate. In so doing, the legislature
fails to support universal access
to well-funded public schools and
increases local education costs.

The Cleveland Heights-Uni-
versity Heights school system
demonstrates the damage caused
by the state’s willingness to ad-
vance unregulated and unaccount-
able alternatives to public schools.
‘We are the hardest hit of any Ohio
district by the percentage of our
state funding that is diverted to
pay for private-school tuition.
This year, the loss of state resourc-
es left us with two unacceptable

ER
FRAMING

Mon-Fri 10-6 Sat 10-5

13429 Cedar Rd.
Cleyglfn%i{s.
i
..‘__z" S\

-7671

choices: cut programs or raise local
taxes. Our district did both, yet it
is still not enough to keep pace.

Standard opposition to tax
levies places the blame on bloated
budgets, bad board decisions, or
greedy teachers, but these are
not the reasons we faced a finan-
cial cliff this year. It is decisions
by state lawmakers that sent us
back to the ballot for increased
local funding, led to multiple
layoffs, and brought the teachers
union and board of education to
a painful standoff. This funding
void pushed the board to demand
givebacks from teachers that were
comparable to asking each teacher
to subsidize a voucher. Everyone
who cares about public education
was put in the horrible position of
seeking funding options that cre-
ated pain and division within our
community.

The legislature’s failure to
treat public schools fairly creates
deep division and conflict between
teachers and school leaders, and
mistrust and worry among vot-
ers. Our community must now
try to heal from the local fallout
of destructive state policy. These
lasting wounds are the cost of leg-
islators abdicating responsibility
for school funding and using local
communities as their credit card.

As I write this column, the fair
school funding plan, as set out in
House Bill 305 and its companion
in the Senate, SB 376, has passed
in the Ohio House of Representa-
tives and is awaiting action by the
Senate. It is a robust solution to a
terrible problem. One key compo-
nent is direct funding of vouchers.
If approved, it would be a game
changer. It’s the only way out.

We can only hope that the
fair school funding plan becomes
law. Then we can press to ensure
that the legislature adequately
funds public education in every
Ohio community, so that all Ohio
students will have access to a high-
quality public education.

Susie Kaeser is a 40-year resident of
Cleveland Heights and the former
director of Reaching Heights. She is
active in the Heights Coalition for
Public Education and the League of
Wormen Voters.

preserve your

art and memories

since 1973

We're back
and looking forward
to working with you

By appointment only - call or email
Ask about parking lot pickups and
deliveries

Please remember your masks and
gloves

woodtraderframing.com
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There’s always a path to compromise

A TEACHER’S
VOICE

Karen Rego

Coming to an agreement during
contract negotiations can be a long,
tough road. Both sides begin negotia-
tions with the intention of finding a
settlement quickly. As negotiations
move along, however, finding times
to meet and agreeing on language
that both sides can accept takes
longer than anyone expects.

There are moments of good
discussion and mutual agreement,
and there are other moments when
union and management strongly
disagree. In the end, it’s all about
compromise. Neither side will get
everything they desire, but ulti-
mately both sides will achieve some
of what they want.

TEACHER'S STRIKE continued from page 1

include:

* Moving from $o deductible and $o
out-of-pocket in the medical insurance
plan design, to $100 single/$200 family
deductibles, and $500 single/$1,000
family out-of-pocket, in addition to co-
pays and prescription-pay adjustments.

* Additional flexibility for several work-
days in the academic calendar.

* Elimination of the 1-percent State
Teachers Retirement System (STRS)
pickup by the BOE, with that now
being the responsibility of teachers’
union members. For 202021, teachers
will receive a $500 stipend to help ease
the impact of the STRS change.

During the meeting, board mem-
bers discussed what district leaders and
public-school advocates agree is the root
cause of the district’s financial losses and
strained negotiations: EdChoice laws
and inequitable school funding in Ohio.

“It is unfortunate that {this con-
tract} is a response to the misaligned
priorities of our state leadership in
Columbus,” said BOE Member Dan
Heintz.

The CH-UH district lost $7 mil-
lion last year, and expects to lose more
than $9 million this year due to the
way EdChoice vouchers are funded
in Ohio.

“We will continue to testify in front
of state lawmakers, provide Heights
residents with information and ways to
support fair school-funding legislation,
and work closely with our advocacy part-
ners, such as the Heights Coalition for
Public Education,” said Superintendent
Elizabeth Kirby.

In a Dec. 4 public statement, the
Cleveland Heights Teachers’ Union
said, “We are committed to unite with
our board and administration to fight
against the harmful EdChoice voucher
deductions that have been breaking our
district’s budget and making it harder
for us to give our students the education
they deserve.”

Catban Cavanaugh is supervisor of com-
munications for the Cleveland Heights-
University Heights City School District.

The path to the current agree-
ment between the CH-UH Board
of Education (BOE) and Cleveland
Heights Teachers Union was long and,
sometimes, arduous. But our bargain-
ing team strongly believed that we
were never at an impasse. The union
always trusted that there was a way
to reach an agreement.

We negotiated for months. The
last, 13-hour, overnight session took
us down to the wire. There were mo-
ments when we thought an agreement
might not be reached. But neither side
gave up; both sides pushed on.

Both the BOE and the union
walked away from the table feeling
that a good compromise had been
reached. We know we have more work
to do to fix the financial crisis that the
state of Ohio has created through Ed-
Choice vouchers. But contract nego-
tiations are over, and now is the time
to fight this particular crisis together.

House Bill 305 passed the Ohio

BEST OF HEIGHTS continued from page 1

vote for their favorite businesses
online at https://conta.cc/3mwurFs,
or by using the paper ballot that
will appear on the last page of the
January and February print issues
of the Heights Observer. Voting will
conclude Feb. 15, and winners will
be announced in the April issue of
the Heights Observer.

All Cleveland Heights and
University Heights businesses are
eligible to be nominated.

Each person who submits a
valid ballot qualifies for a chance
to win one of four packages of
gift certificates to local businesses
(each worth a minimum of $250).
Additional chances to win can be
obtained with a donation to Fu-
tureHeights: two chances for $10
and six for $25.

“Proceeds will help cover the
costs of the program and support
the work of FutureHeights to cre-
ate a vibrant and sustainable future
for our community,” said Fisher,
“not to mention helping support

HEIGHTS OF DEMOCRACY continued from page &

state shall have no rights under this
Constitution and are subject to regu-
lation by the People, through Federal,
State, or local law: The privileges of ar-
tificial entities shall be determined by
the People, through Federal, State, or
local law; and shall not be construed
to be inherent or inalienable.
Section 2. Federal, State and
local government shall regulate,
limit, or prohibit contributions and
expenditures, including a candidate’s
own contributions and expenditures,
to ensure that all citizens, regardless
of their economic status, have access
to the political process, and that
no person gains, as a result of that
person’s money, substantially more
access or ability to influence in any
way the election of any candidate for
public office or any ballot measure.
Federal, State, and local govern-

House overwhelmingly, and now
moves on to the Ohio Senate. Its
proposed new funding system would
give our district some relief from hav-
ing to allocate local taxes to subsidize
private schools. Under the proposed
funding bill, voucher payments would
come directly from the state.

Local public schools are funded
primarily through property taxes.
This money should remain with our
public schools.

Because of an inequitable funding
system, the CH-UH school district is
forced to put levies on the ballot every
few years. It’s time for the state to fix
school funding, and provide the relief
that our public schools need and that
our children deserve.

Karen Rego has taught grades K=8 in the
CH-UH district, and currently provides
math and language support at Monti-
cello Middle School. She is the president
of Cleveland Heights Teachers Union.

our local businesses when they
need it most.”

According to a study con-
ducted by the Institute for Local
Self-Reliance, each dollar spent
at a locally owned, independent
business returns three times more
money to the local economy than
one spent at a chain. Because lo-
cal businesses are often owned by
people who live in the community,
those owners have a natural inter
est in the community’s long-term
health, and many participate in
community causes.

To vote in the Best of the
Heights Awards, visit www.future-
beights.org, or fill out and return
the paper ballot. For more infor
mation, call FutureHeights at 216-
320-1423 or send an e-mail to info@
futureheights.org.

Sally Kramer is a longtime Cleveland
Heights resident and the administra-
tive assistant/Heights Observer dis-
tribution manager at FutureHeights.

ments shall require that any permis-
sible contributions and expenditures
be publicly disclosed. The judiciary
shall not construe the spending of
money to influence elections to be
speech under the First Amendment.
Section 3. Nothing contained in
this amendment shall be construed
to abridge the freedom of the press.
If you see a big difference be-
tween how government works now,
vs. how and for whom it could
work following passage of the 28th
Amendment, join Cleveland Heights
Democracy Day on Jan. 28.

Deborab Van Kleef and Carla Rauten-
berg are longtime
residents of Cleve-
land Heights. Contact
them at heightsde-
mocracy@gmail.com.
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ELECTED MAYOR continved from page 1

submitting a 15- to 30-second video
clip expressing an important chal-
lenge for Cleveland Heights’ first
elected mayor (see instructions in
box on page 7). Videos should be
submitted no later than 9 p.m. on
Tuesday, Jan. 26.

The Feb. 3 forum will begin with
a brief overview of the process for
electing a mayor, and will revisit
some of the qualities and qualifica-
tions that mayors from surround-
ing communities had emphasized
at a previous forum. The groups
will then present the results of the
online survey and share video clips
from residents as a jumping-off
point for discussion of the issues.
Participants will also have an op-
portunity to ask questions and
comment during the forum.

“The forum will not be a place
to register complaints or a soap-
box for political candidates,” said
Robert Brown, president of the
FutureHeights Board of Direc-
tors. “Rather, our goal is to have
productive discussions around the
challenges and opportunities our
city faces as we elect a mayor for
the first time.”

“We hope that candidates
considering the run for mayor will
find this information helpful in de-
signing their platform,” said Susan
Efroymson, CEM member. “It is
not our goal to tell them what that
platform should be, or flesh out so-
lutions to Cleveland Heights’ many
challenges in our 9o-minute forum.
We feel this will be robustly help-
ful to them in knowing what topics
their constituents are looking to see
addressed.”

For more information and to
RSVP for the forum, visit hetps://
tinyurl.com/y76adqns.

The organizers invite residents to

play an active role in this event.

Share what you think is an im-

portant challenge for Cleveland

Heights’ first elected mayor.

Here are a few details and
requests for your video:

* Record your video by holding
your phone horizontally (land-
scape orientation).

* Make sure that your room is
well lit with ample light in front
of you, and try to eliminate all
background noise.

* Can’t decide what to wear? Sol-
ids always work best on camera.

* Be brief; a maximum of 30 sec-
onds is ideal.

* Once recorded, upload your video
by going to www.wetransfer.com.
Drag the video file into the web-
site window; enter your e-mail ad-
dress and enter digizoommedia@
gmail.com for the recipient e-mail
address. If you prefer, you may use
Dropbox or Google Drive, also
using digizoommedia@gmail.com
as the recipient address; and

* Submit your video by Tuesday,
Jan. 26, at 9 p.m.

* Questions? Contact us at info@
futureheights.org or 216-320-1423.

Deanna Bremer Fisher is executive di-
rector of FutureHeights and publisher of
the Heights Observer.
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Though our patio is closed we're open every
day with fresh pastry, hot soup... Order at
stone-oven.com or call 216.932.3003

2267 Lee Rd ¢ Cleve, OH 44118

fabric - patterns - ribbon - stitch parties

2026 Murray Hill Road, Little Ttaly
open Tuesday - Saturday 11am - 6pm

boltandspool.com L ]

Thank you for standing
with us for the schools
and educators our
students deserve!

UNIVERSITY HEIGHTS NEWS

Brennan applauds new teachers’
contract; urges state funding changes

COURTESY UNIVERSITY HEIGHTS CITY HALL

UH Mayor Michael Dylan Brennan testified in Columbus on Dec. 2, regarding House Bill 305.

Mike Cook

University Heights Mayor Michael
Dylan Brennan said residents are the
winners in the new contract agreed to
by teachers in the Cleveland Heights-
University Heights City School Dis-
trict. He said he hopes the agreement
will lead to a renewed effort to fix
Ohio’s system of funding schools.

At the school board meeting on
Dec. 8, Brennan congratulated the
teachers’ union and board of educa-
tion on the new two-year contract.
“Everyone at the bargaining table
made their points and came away
with wins, but the winners overall
are the students and families of this
district,” Brennan said. “In spite of
everything stacked against this dis-
trict, both sides were tenacious in
asserting their valid and competing
interests. Now, if we would, let us
take that tenacity and join together
and redirect it to Columbus.”

Brennan urged both sides to
lobby state legislators on school
funding. “Everyone needs to pivot
and be as engaged in school funding
issues as we were in ensuring fair
compensation for our teachers and
fiscal sustainability for the district as
a whole,” Brennan said.

“The future of University Heights
and Cleveland Heights, our fortunes,
our success, are all tied at the hip,
together with our shared school dis-
trict,” he said. “May we all prosper
together, and dedicate our efforts
to ensure that happens. It does not
happen without reform in Columbus
on school funding.”

Noting that achieving school
funding reform “may seem difficult,
impossible even,” Brennan pointed

L\THE HEIGHTS

“We must find the time to stop and thank the people
who make a difference in our lives.” John F. Kennedy
January is often considered the month for
deep reflection. We look back at the year behind
us and then look forward to the future year.

LOOKING BACK:

My sincerest thanks for all your good wishes,
Confidence in me and support in my business.
LOOKING FORWARD:

I wish you all much good health, success in
your endeavors, happiness and bountiful blessings.

THE SUSAN DELANEY GROUP

out that, until recently, achieving a
new contract without a long strike
seemed impossible.

“Rather than feel spent by this
last round with each other, let us all
be energized by it, join forces in this
common goal, and fight for fair school
funding,” urged Brennan.

On Dec. 2, Brennan testified at
the Statehouse in favor of House Bill
305, which would have made signifi-
cant changes and improvements to
Ohio’s school funding system. The
legislation passed the Ohio House,
but was not acted on by the Senate.

Brennan anticipates the legisla-
tion will be reintroduced early in
2021, and he is optimistic it could be
part of the next state budget.

Brennan has discussed school
funding reform with State Sen. Sandra
Williams, as well as the Senate Finance
Committee chair, State Sen. Matt
Dolan. “After speaking with them
both, I know they both understand
how important reform is, especially
to the CH-UH district,” Brennan said.
“We’re going to need to keep up the
pressure to make it happen.”

HB 305 addressed the funding
disparity in Ohio’s school funding
system, found to be unconstitu-
tional by the Ohio Supreme Court
in the 1996 DeRolph decision. The
proposal determines a base cost of
education unique to each district,
together with a new formula for
local share. HB 305 resolves the
overreliance on property valuation
by implementing a blend of income
wealth with property wealth.

Mike Cook is the communications and
ctvic engagement coordinator for Univer-
sity Heights.
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216~577~8700

‘|Email: susandelaney@howardhanna.com
Web: susandelaney.howardhanna.com

KNOWSAYIHE HEIGHTS

oward
annam
I o it o 180 mewnn

HOMES OF DESTINGTION

SLHOIAH AH.L NI STATT

Heights Observer January 1, 2021

www.heightsobserver.org



METROHEALTH continved from page 1

via the emergency department.

In addition to a new,
75,000-square-foot, three-story
structure, plans include the
renovation of 21,000 square feet of
existing space.

MetroHealth’s capital
investment in the construction
and renovation is $42 million.
Cuyahoga County will contribute
an additional $5 million—part of
opioid settlement funds it received.
MetroHealth is requesting no
incentives from the city of Cleveland
Heights.

Plans call for no reduction
in current services offered at
MetroHealth’s Cleveland Heights
Hospital, which, in 2019, had 90,000
patient visits. The facility will
also remain home to the Regional
Dispatch Center.

MetroHealth brought the
proposal before Cleveland Heights
City Council’s Committee of the
Whole on Nov. 23. In what he
described as a “tight timeline,”
Frolik said he anticipated that the
proposal would go before the city’s
board of control in late January
or early February, and would be
considered by the city’s planning
board on Feb. 1o. Planning and
development are underway, said
Frolik, and MetroHealth hopes
to have “shovels in the ground by
spring.”

“Our investment and
commitment support the city’s

CLEVELAND HEIGHTS NEWS

goal to revitalize Severance,” noted
Frolik, a 39-year Cleveland Heights
resident. “By investing there, we’re
hoping others will see that, and
think it’s a good idea to invest.”

In aNovw. 20 letter to Cleveland
Heights residents, posted on the
city’s website (www.clevelandbeights.
com), Mayor Jason Stein described
MetroHealth’s proposed expansion,
and stated that city council is
supportive. “This is an opportunity
to provide a much-needed service
while also improving our local
economy,” Stein wrote.

Frolik estimates the labor
budget for the new construction
and renovation will be $12 million,
bringing $270,000 in income tax to

continved on page 10

BOOKSTORE

MACSBACKS.COM 216-321-2665 1820 COVENTRY RD. CLV HTS

AUTHOR TALKS,
WRITING WORKSHOPS,
LECTURES, BOOK
CLUBS, FREE COMMU-
NITY MEETING SPACE,
LOCAL AUTHORS,
POETRY READINGS,
SPECIAL EVENTS,
GREETING CARDS,
JOURNALS, SPECIAL
ORDERS, AND OVER
35,000 NEW AND USED
BOOKS'

OPEN DAILY
12-6pm
OR VISIT

macsbacks.com

EASTWOOD
FURNITURE

3451 Fairmount Blvd.  Cleveland Heights, OH 44118  216-303-9862
www.eastwoodfurniture.com €3 facebook.com/EastwoodFurniture

New Year.
: New Projects.

NOW IN OUR LOFT. ..
Kitchen and built-in displays . .

Jubilee!

AND

Winter is

Pruning Season

For healthy, beautiful trees next spring, the time
to care for them is now. Let our Certified Arborists
assess your valuable canopy. Call today.

Pruning

Fertilization

Cable Support Systems
Disease ldentification

Immunization
Stump Grinding
Tree Removal

Yard Expansion & more ...

\‘x A \F
RIPLEY
TREE

SERVICE "4

COMPREHENSIVE TREE CARE
SINCE 2001

440-463-7379

RipleyTreeService.com

ISA Certified
Arborist

#OH-6536A
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CLEVELAND HEIGHTS NEWS

METROHEALTH continued from page 9

Cleveland Heights.

In 2019, Frolik said,
MetroHealth’s CH hospital had a
payroll of $14.6 million, for 190 full-
time equivalent (FTE) employees.
In the new facility’s first year of
operation, MetroHealth projects
a payroll of $9.6 million for an
additional 155 FTEs.

Frolik pointed out that
MetroHealth’s minimum wage is $15
per hour. A mission-driven provider,
MetroHealth treats all patients,
regardless of their ability to pay.

Between 2021 and 2026,
MetroHealth projects the new
facility’s income-tax revenue to the
city will be $1.76 million.

The behavioral health hospital
will serve adolescent, adult and
geriatric patients, with an average
stay of 6—10 days. The goal, said
Bruner, “is to get them started
in treatment and stabilized, then
transition them to outpatient care.”

“All facilities will have a locked
process,” explained Bruner. “Some
patients will be required to stay
there because they are at risk of
harming themselves.”

“MetroHealth security officers
will be on duty, and are well-trained,”
said Bruner. “We have a psychiatric
department on MetroHealth’s main
campus, and have never had anyone
leave there who wasn’t meant to.”

Bruner described the hospital
as “a mental-health, addiction
space, not a medical space.” As
such, said Brunner, “It will be
more dependent on therapists and
therapy technicians, with large areas
dedicated to group counseling.”

Because treatment will be going
on throughout the day, visitation
will take place only during brief
evening hours.

Asked about the new facility’s

COURTESY METRéHEALTH

* EMERGENCY

Dr. Julia Bruner will serve as president of MetroHealth’s new Cleveland Heights Behavioral Health Hospital. The new behavioral hospital will con-
nect to the existing MetroHealth Cleveland Heights facility via the emergency department.

impact on nearby residents, Frolich
noted that the existing hospital and
outpatient facility at MetroHealth’s
Cleveland Heights site already has
an extensive buffer of “high berm
and trees” between it and adjacent
properties. Bruner added, “The
placement of the new building
recognizes that we have neighbors,
and want to be a good neighbor.”

In wrapping up his presentation
to council on Nov. 23, Frolik said,
“We look at tonight as the beginning
of along discussion and expansion of
our relationship. The city has been a
really good neighbor to us, and that’s
one of the reasons we look forward
to expanding here.”

Stein commented, “We look
forward to having some community
engagement and public outreach,
educating our neighbors and
residents about this exciting
development, and then, hopefully,
April groundbreaking.”

Kim Sergio Inglis is editor-in-chief of
the Heights Observer, and is a Cuyaboga
County master gardener volunteer.

Hear it live
Mon — Fri at 9 am and 4 pm

Stream on demand
wjcu.org/media/heights-now

Local news that speaks to you
Catch the HeightsNow podcast from WJCU

WJCy

£2

HEIGHTS OBSERVER

Do you like the

at bit.ly/Observer-backer

Heights Observer?

Your donation helps to keep it coming

The Observer is published as a non-profit project.

All proceeds are returned to the community
through programming by FutureHeights.

Your donation is tax-deductible and helps sustain
the Observer and other important projects.

Donate now by joining FutureHeights

Cleveland Heights City Council

Meeting highlights

NOVEMBER 16, 2020

Council members present were Mayor Jason
Stein, Vice Mayor Kahlil Seren, Mary Dun-
bar, Melody Joy Hart, Davida Russell and
Michael Ungar. Also present were Susanna
Niermann O’Neil, city manager; Amy Him-
melein, clerk of council; and William Hanna,
law director.

Public comments

Nine residents asked council to reconsider
amendments to the Landmark Commission
as recommended in legislation coming up
for vote at tonight’s council meeting. Among
them were Deanna Bremer Fisher and Rob-
ert Brown of FutureHeights, who advocated
tabling the ordinance to allow further study.

Chief of police report
Police Chief Annette Mecklenburg reported
no updates on recent murders and shootings.
Warrants have been issued for a suspect in
the carjacking that occurred at the Cedar Hill
Sunoco. No gun shots were fired last week,
but police remain vigilant and responsive.
The department received its state certifi-
cation on engagement and use-of-force and
hiring. It will be working to obtain the bias-
free and vehicular-pursuit certifications next.
The Safe Community initiative from the White
House encourages transparent, safe and ac-
countable policing. The Department of Justice
will be credentialing municipalities through
individual state agencies. Mecklenburg will
be submitting her report to include the depart-
ment’s policy adherence to state and local
laws and prohibition of chokeholds.

City finances

Finance Director Amy Himmelein highlighted
the projected budget and said that the city is
doing well. Income tax collections are down
only 3 percent from 2019. An October infu-
sion of $1.5 million in COVID-relief funds
made a big difference.

Refuse and recycling

Council approved an ordinance repealing
and replacing Chapter 935 “Solid Waste
Collection and Disposal” of the city code,
in anticipation of the purchase of new, auto-
mated equipment for waste collection. The or-
dinance mainly changes the fee structure for
solid waste collection. Fee increases will cov-
er the cost of new equipment and increased
cost of services.

Landmark Commission

Council approved legislation changing provi-
sions of the Landmark Commission in the city
code. Prior to approval, the legislation was
amended to delete a subpart that would have
ended the permit referral requirement. Coun-
cil Member Ungar moved to waive two read-
ings of this ordinance, and the motion passed.
Council Member Dunbar voted against all
three actions, saying she needed more time
to evaluate changes, as her e-mail had been
inaccessible due to a power outage.

Council Member Seren assured residents
that there will be further discussion on this
legislation, to make certain citizens’ concerns
can be heard on future landmark issues.

LuLEAGUE oF WOMEMN VOTERS'

LWV Observers: Gail Larson and Blanche
Valancy.

DECEMBER 7, 2020
All council members were present, as were the
city manager, clerk of council and law director.

Council appointments

Council appointed nine new members to the
Citizens Advisory Committee (CAC) on sep-
arate votes, as requested by Council Mem-
ber Ungar. Council unanimously approved
the appointment of Lee Barbee, Susan
Efroymson, Catalina Wagers, Marc Lefkow-
itz, Patty Substelme, Josephine Moore, Ali-
son Height, and Allosious Snodgrass. Coun-
cil Member Ungar raised an objection to the
ninth candidate, Diane Hallum, stating that
she has a history of writing to council to de-
fame city staff. Ungar said he felt she would
be a difficult person for the CAC to work
with. Council members Hart and Russell
expressed support for Hallum as a resident
who cares about our city. Council approved
Hallum’s appointment, with Ungar voting no.

Vacant council seat

Council Member Hart advised council and
the public that she is supporting Tony Cuda,
Anthony Maddox and Robert Koonce, in
that order, for the vacant council seat. She
said she could not support Craig Cobb be-
cause he already was appointed once and
lost in a general election. Prior to her state-
ment, Council Member Ungar objected, say-
ing it was not appropriate for her to state
her selections publicly. Law Director Hanna
ruled that she could do so, as she is express-
ing her opinion.

CARES Relief Funds

Council approved legislation regarding the
city’s Coronavirus Aid, Relief and Economic
Security (CARES) Relief Funds by amending
previous legislation to include the Cleveland
Network Housing Partners as receivers of
$300,000 in CARES funds. Council Mem-
ber Ungar advised council that hundreds of
thousands of dollars will be released to help
residents pay rent.

Foreclosure penalties
Council approved amendments to the city
code that strengthen the penalties that lend-
ers who are engaged in foreclosures in
Cleveland Heights must pay if they do not
pay the foreclosure bond.

Racial Justice Task Force

Council Member Ungar advised Council
Member Russell that Legal Aid will be making
a presentation in 2021 regarding residents’
rights when they are threatened with eviction.
He confirmed that 76 applications for the Ra-
cial Justice Task Force had been received. He
agreed to meet with Russell to discuss how the
applications are to be processed.

LWV Observers: Gail Larson and Blanche
Valancy.
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HEIGHTS SCHOOLS

NOVEMBER 10, 2020

Board members present were President Jodi
Sourini, Dan Heintz, Malia Lewis, James Posch
and Beverly Wright. Also attending were Su-
perintendent Elizabeth Kirby, Treasurer Scott
Gainer and Athletic Director Joe D’Amato.

District response to the pandemic
Superintendent Kirby reviewed the district’s
response to COVID. She expressed frustration
that the state has given detailed guidance for
athletic participation, but little for academic
requirements. She recommended the district
remain in remote-learning mode for the full
second quarter. Some students are receiving
in-person education. The board voted for the
schools to remain in remote learning for the
second quarter.

District’s role as a financial agent

Scott Gainer explained how the district's re-
sponsibility for acting as a fiscal agent to some
non-public schools requires considerable time
on the part of his department.

LWV Observer: Robin Koslen.

NOVEMBER 17, 2020

All board members, the superintendent and the
treasurer were present, as were Assistant Su-
perintendent Felisha Gould; Director of Data,
Research, and Assessment Allison Byrd; and six
school principals.

Resolution to support Ohio HB 305
The board unanimously approved a resolution
in support of the Fair Schools Funding Plan
(Ohio House Bill 305).

First-quarter educational data report
Superintendent Kirby stated her commitment to
the strategic plan and said data must be ana-
lyzed to determine whether adjustments are
needed.

Assistant Superintendent Gould said all
seven elementary schools have attendance
rates of at least 90 percent; secondary schools
are reporting rates of 85 percent to 90.75 per-
cent. Staff regularly connect with families to
provide support and intervention.

The principals use strategies to reduce
problems with student attendance and technol-
ogy. These include home visits to struggling stu-
dents, and opportunities for vulnerable student
groups fo come into school to work in a sup-
portive, supervised setting.

LWV Observer: Rosemarie Fairman.

NOVEMBER 23, 2020
All board members were present, as were the
superintendent and the treasurer.

Strike preparation

Superintendent Kirby addressed the difficulty

of the (pending-strike) situation, particularly

because teachers have done a tremendous
job this year under trying circumstances. She
emphasized to parents that school attendance
and continued instruction is compulsory during

a strike.

Board President Sourini apologized to
families for the failure of the board and the
teachers union fo reach an agreement.

Board Member Posch said that, given the
failure of one levy and [narrow] passage of a
smaller one, one cannot assume community
support for higher taxes. He said that even if
the board’s last, best and final offer (LBFO) is
agreed o, cuts will be necessary.

Board Member Heintz said that, if he were
a member of the union, he would have voted
against the contract but not for a strike, as strik-
ing [now] over fringe benefits makes no sense;
the benefits change occurs in January and con-
tract renegotiation commences in April.

After discussion, the board took several ac-
tions relevant to the strike; it:

* Authorized the superintendent to develop
and implement an action plan.

* Directed the superintendent to take steps to
continue student instruction and other opera-
tions, as required by Ohio law.

* Authorized discontinuance of health care and
other benefits and salaries, effective midnight
Dec. 2, of any employee participating in the
work stoppage, consistent with state and
federal law. Employees can continue health
insurance benefits by paying premiums in ac-
cordance with COBRA regulations.

Cleveland Heights-University
Heights Board of Education
Meeting highlights LW o ores

* Contracted Huffmaster Crisis Response L.L.C.,
an outsourcing substitute company, to provide
substitute teachers and other personnel.

Update on the pandemic response

The superintendent reported that the district

currently has nine COVID cases (six staff and

three students). She recommended that:

¢ The district institute a high-alert plan during
the county’s stay-at-home advisory through
its expected expiration date of Dec. 17.

* In-person instruction for students in MD/AU
[multiple disabilities/autism] classes be sus-
pended until Dec. 18.

* Childcare services continue.

* All sports practices and games be suspended.

* District buildings and facilities remain open,
with limited staff.

* Planning will continue for January reopening.
The board approved her recommendations.

Treasurer’s report

The current forecast shows a positive 2022 year-
end balance of $2,931,399, and a negative
2023 year-end balance of minus $2,371,978.
The compensation and fringe-benefits provisions
in the board’s LBFO are included, as are $2 mil-
lion in cuts yet to be identified. The forecast as-
sumes passage of the 4.8 mill levy will survive
the recount. The state auditor’s office is requiring
a statement discussing financial difficulties due
to COVID funding cuts and additional expenses.
Also required is a note that the district is still in
fiscal distress because of EdChoice deductions.

LWV Observer: Kathy Petrey.
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Kathy Carvin
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that's in step with your life?

Choosing the right Medicare coverage can
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WE SAYI

When Don and Dottie Kuhn
started searching for a place to
enjoy their senior years, one option
stood out. With its 5-star health
care, a venerable history, and
not-for-profit status, Judson Park

offered everything the couple

was looking for.

“Judson has a good, long reputation in the

community. They have really invested in

“I'm retired from Cleveland Clinic, and Dottie

their programs. There is always something

interesting and engaging to do,” says Don.

The Kuhns also sought out the best in care.

is retired from University Hospitals. We are
used to being well taken care of — and we

knew we would be at Judson.”

“After all these years we can truly say, Judson

was absolutely the right decision,” says Dottie.

Learn more at judsonsmartliving.org or call us at (216) 350-0326.

dsS,

Judson Manor (University Circle) South Franklin Circle (Chagrin Falls) Judson Park (Cleveland Heights)
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HEIGHTS LIBRARIES
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Heights Libraries again among top rated

Sheryl Banks

Heights Libraries has once again
received the highest possible rat-
ing—five stars—in Lébrary Journal’s
Index of Public Library Service.

The just-released Star Library
report is based on 2018 statistics,
so does not reflect the impact CO-
VID-19 has had on public libraries
since spring 2020.

Heights Libraries has earned
the five-star designation in 10 out
of the 13 years that Lébrary Journal
has published the ratings; it re-
ceived a four-star rating the other
two years.

Library Journal is a trade maga-
zine that reports news about the
library world, emphasizing public
libraries, and has a nationwide cir-
culation of 100,000.

Libraries are categorized by
yearly expenditure and rated on
criteria that includes circulation
of physical items and eMedia (such
as eBooks), visits, program atten-
dance, public computer use and
WiFi sessions.

Heights Libraries circulation
came in at 30.33 per capita in its
service area of roughly 58,000 resi-
dents, up from a previous high of
29.3, meaning that roughly 30 items
were circulated for every resident in
the Cleveland Heights-University
Heights service area. Visits per cap-
ita averaged 13, program attendance
averaged .89, public computer use
was 4, WiFi sessions were 2.37, and
eMedia circulation was 2.56.

“Over the past few years, our
community has been using the
library more and more. In fact, we
reached our highest circulation
numbers ever in 2019, with just a
little over 2 million items loaned
out or downloaded,” said Heights
Libraries Director Nancy Levin.
“Even now, with shutdowns due
to COVID-19, our community
members are still borrowing items,
attending virtual programs, taking
advantage of free WiFi outside our
buildings, and getting help on the
phone and online with things like

continued on page 15

Meeting highlights

NOVEMBER 16, 2020

Board members present were President James
Roosa, Vice President Dana Fluellen, Patti
Carlyle, Gabe Crenshaw, Max Gerboc, An-
nette Iwamoto and Vikas Turakhia.

2021 permanent appropriation

The board approved an appropriation of
$11,408,535 for expenses during the fiscal
year ending Dec. 31, 2021.

Materials evaluation and selection policy
The board approved the library materials
evaluation and selection policy as amended
for 2020. This policy deals with how public
library materials are chosen for purchase. The
policy will be posted on the library’s website.

2021 wage increase

The board approved a 3-percent wage in-
crease for all library staff for 2021. Staff who
are at the top of their pay grade will receive
a lump-sum payment. The total amount for the
base-wage increase and lump-sum payments
will not exceed $150,000, and is within the
2021 budget appropriation approved by the
board.

Co-learning spaces
There are four co-learning spaces in the Lee
Road Library’s Teen Room, available for K-

Cleveland Heights - University
Heights Public Library Board

Lu'ﬁ AGUE oF WOMEN VOTERS

12-grade students by reservation only. Each
space has been set up so that the student can
sit with a parent, sibling, tutor, or another stu-
dent, to work together on schoolwork. Two
of these spaces (A and B) have computers
with Internet access, while the others (C and
D) do not. They will be reserved using the
same procedure as for computers. Each pa-
tron can have a maximum of one 45-minute
reservation per day.

Meeting rooms

Due to the current significant rise in COVID
case numbers, the library will continue its
policy of not opening meeting room use to
customers.

Mobile pantry

The library continues to provide a mobile
pantry the fourth Monday of each month,
with food provided by the Greater Cleve-
land Food Bank. Monthly use has averaged
about 300 families.

Executive session

The board moved to executive session to dis-
cuss pending litigation and the purchase or
sale of property.

LWV Observer: Elizabeth M. Tracy.
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HEIGHTS BUSINESS

Pick up the Heights Observer at The Stone Oven

o —

Formerly husband and wife, and engineers, John Emerman and Tatyana Rehn have
been business partners since 1995, when they opened The Stone Oven Bakery
and Café in Cleveland Heights. Located at 2267 Lee Road, The Stone Oven serves
fresh-baked European-style breads and pastries, and homemade soups, salads
and sandwiches. Open for takeout, the bakery is accepting orders online at www.
stone-oven.com. Free parking (at all city meters, compliments of the city of Cleveland
Heights), is available at the front and back of the café. While you're there, pick up a
copy of the Heights Observer along with your order. You'll find the monthly publica-
tion in the rack by The Stone Oven'’s Lee Road entrance.

SALLY KRAMER

Privileged

to help.

We're honored to serve this community for 25 years.
My staff and I look forward to many more with you.
Thank you for your continued support and business.
Get to a better State”. Get State Farm.

CALL ME TODAY.

o StateFarm’

State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

"'"f i

Betsy Warner, Agent

2491 Lee Blvd

Cleveland Heights, OH 44118
Bus: 216-932-6900
betsywarner.com

1211030
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Visit our website
to schedule your
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service online

Communication

VOLVO = SUBARU =~VW = AUDI =BMW = SAAB » PORSCHE

1815 S. Taylor Road, Cleveland Hts. * 216-371-5100 * swedishsolutions.com

VIRTUAL * JANUARY 23 * 12 NOON

3380 Fairmount Boulevard, Cleveland Heights
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‘Posing the Question’

Megan Gallagher

The topics of racial equality and a
fight for justice dominated headlines
in 2020. The issues have forced
many to decide where they stand—
whether they choose to stand in
unity, agree to disagree, or just
disagree. In the latest Heights Arts
exhibition, Posing the Question, artists
tackle these topics and our nation’s
response to them.

Featured artists are Kenneth
Bernstein, Matthew Deibel, Mona
Gazala, Kenn Hetzel, Scott Kraynak,
Liz Maugans, and Omid Tavakoli,
with an accompanying spotlight
show by Helen Liggett. Their work

I

nALGAE
uff 100% SUPERVISED PLAY 7 DAYS A WEEK
216.291.0605 WWW.DOGTROPOLIS.NET

features photography and paintings
that reflect systematic racism, and
manipulated photos taken during
social justice protests in 2020.
Maugans’ paintings recall a time
of self-reflection in 2020, when she
enrolled in a social-justice class and
started daily morning runs to medi-
tate on what the classes taught her.
“On these runs, I wonder how
things can be fixed, what those new
ideas and structures can look like, so
they are equal and fair and socially
just,” Maugans said. “It is hard to find
an hour that is hopeful, but this tem-
porary escapism and affirmation of
sweating the toxins and stress from
my body allows me to face the day

Running Series #3, by Liz Maugans.

ahead with this very simple vision of
equality and love.”

In Tavakoli’s Sez of Cops, the art-
ist multiplies figures of state troopers
in full SWAT gear to fill half of a
canvas. He said the image is intended
to evoke current concerns about
over-policing.

“From a distance, the work
looks like a black blob of ink; then,
as the viewer gets closer, they start

CALL NOW (216) 421-8400

12000 Fairhill Road
Cleveland, OH 44120
office@montlackrealty.com

www.montlackrealty.com

Shaker Heights
Cleveland Heights
Lakewood
Cleveland

e Large 1,2 and 3 Bedrooms
*  Walking distance to CWRU,
Shaker Square and RTA

* Refinished Kitchens

*  Hardwood Floors

* Parking

* Laundry Facilities

*  Dishwasher and Disposal

“All together
sunny, spacious,
superbly
maintained
and well
located
apartments!”

Arts

to see markings. As they investigate
further, they see the bigger picture,
much like all the issues that have
made 2020 such a monumental year,”
Tavakoli explained.

The adjacent Spotlight Gal-
lery features work by artist Helen
Liggett, whose photographs depict
women she has known for years as
they gather for clay-making classes.

Liggett considers her spotlight
show to be a complement to Posing
the Question. In contrast to some of
the direct political statements in the
main exhibition, these pieces, show-
ing artists at work making things of
clay, present the idea of stillness as
an answer.

“They worked in an open space
with layers of clay below and float-
ing, flowing, rippling conversation
above, fashioning worlds based firmly
in experience and in the clay,” said
Liggett. “The hands of potters have
an intimate relationship with their
materials. These hands and their
work are such familiars that at some
point the differences between them
begin to blur. Photography reveals
this process, announcing truths both
humble and profound.”

Posing the Question opens Jan.
22 and will run through March 14.
Originally scheduled for summer of
2020, the show was pushed back, to
enable the public to view it in person.

The Heights Arts gallery is at
2175 Lee Road. Visit www.beightsarts.
org for hours and additional informa-
tion.

Megan Gallagher is the new Heights Arts
marketing coordinator.
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LIBRARIES continued from page 12

tech
questions, and even limited
printing services.”

reference questions,

“People need us now more than
“and we
are finding new ways to help them

ever,” Levin continued,
safely with services like virtual
résumé help, online storytimes,
and free online tutoring
services.”

The entire state of Ohio
did well in general in Library
Journal’s rankings, compared to
the rest of the nation. Ohio, with
31, was second only to New York
State, with 34, in terms of the
number of libraries that received
star ratings.

Sheryl Banks is the communications
manager for the Cleveland Heights-
University Heights Public Library
System.
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HEIGHTS ARTS

Mlght as

SONGS AND
STORIES

. :;] TD(:lvid Budin

By the time you read this, you prob-
ably will have missed seeing me jump
off the couch. If I do that this year.
And ifanyone actually sees it happen.
I'm writing this before Jan. 1, natural-
ly, because this is the January edition,
and it gets printed, so it’s not instant
like an online-only publication is, and
everything is written in advance. So,
I don’t know if I'll really jump off the
couch. But the couch is lower than a
chair, if you know what I mean. And
I'm fairly certain you don’t.

A few weeks ago I read an es-
say online, written by my younger
brother, Noah, that included this
paragraph:

“When I was a child, probably
around 8 or 9 years old, my mother
read about a Danish New Year’s Eve
tradition. The Danes, she discov-
ered, jump off of chairs at the stroke
of midnight, propelling themselves
into the new year and leaving the

well jump

Evil Spirits of the past year behind.
Who knew that Evil Spirits couldn’t
jump off of chairs? We did this in my
house for several years, if you can pic-
ture it: my mother, my father, and me,
all standing on furniture, watching our
large, boxy TV set as the ball dropped
in New York City, and the three of
us clumsily leaping into our unknown
future as Guy Lombardo and His Royal
Canadians struck up ‘Auld Lang Syne’.”
I had totally forgotten about that
chair-jumping thing. I was already out
of the house by then—I'm 11 years older
than Noah—but I heard a lot about it,
and I'm pretty sure I witnessed it once
or twice. Or else I was told about it and
the image was so vivid and strange that
it has given me a false memory of it.
The last New Year’s Eve I spent at
the house I grew up in, on Belmar, was
when I was in what I laughingly refer to
as the 12th grade (it was more like the
12th year that I sometimes walked into
a school building). It was the 1966—67
New Year, so Noah was 6. My mother
asked me if I would stay home with
Noah so my parents could go out. I have
never liked New Year’s Eve parties. I
had a small number of my Heights High

PATIO NOW OPEN
reservations required
216-791-0918
Tuesday-Thursday
4-9PM
Friday-Saturday
5-10PM

friends over. During the event, Noah
drew a picture of the scene (sort of
like a court reporter); then, the next
day, my mother helped him with
some writing on it. The only thing I
remember about it is that someone
was saying, “Wheee! More pop!” I
remember because my friend Walt
quoted that for many years afterward,
whenever we were at a dull party.

But dull parties are preferable to
me. New Year’s Eves are like any other
night. This year, of course, I won’t have
to worry about what not to do on New
Year’s Eve. There are no parties to turn
down. And Nighttown, at the end of
my street, is temporarily closed again.
So, it will be dinner at home for us. And
TV. And . . . “Wheee! More pop!”

People everywhere are saying
they’ll be glad to see 2020 go. But
2021 probably won’t be much dif-
ferent, at least for a while. Though
there are some signs of hope. A new
U.S. President and administration,
and all that it entails. And maybe
a COVID-19 vaccine. And, for me,
winter walking.

I started walking in May. But I
haven’t seen Cleveland Heights during
the winter since the late 1970s. Since
then, until this year, I have just stayed
inside from November to April. If I
had to go somewhere, I'd jump into
the car, drive, get out at my destination
and hurry inside. I haven’t even owned
any cold-weather clothing for 40-some
years—just a light coat and a pair of
gloves I could never find.

This year I have a real winter
coat, with a hood, from one of those
sporty companies that everyone but
I knew about; and heavy-duty gloves;

COURTESY DAVID BUDIN

Just to be clear, this is not a picture of me. We
generally don’t do this in folk music concerts.
This is David Lee Roth, presumably singing the
line “Might as well jump.”

even long underwear. And new boots
that are made for walking, and that’s
just what they’ll do. Yes, Cleveland
Heights, one of these days these boots
are gonna walk all over you.

And I'm going to have cataract
surgeries. Not a big deal—everyone
tells me. But I've been avoiding it for
many years because almost nothing
freaks me out more than the idea of
someone sticking knives into my eyes.
But I can’t see much. And, this year,
it was much harder to say I couldn’t
because I had a musical performance
coming up, or anything else.

Much was different in 2020, and
it looks like 2021 will include even
more changes. So, I'm planning to
jump off the couch—because it’s
lower than a chair—at midnight on
New Year’s Eve. This seems to be the
year for taking leaps.

David Budin is a freelance writer for
national and local publications, the former
editor of Cleveland Magazine and North-
ern Obio Live, an author, and a professional
musician and comedian. His writing focuses
ontheartsand, especially, pop-music bistory.

FutureHeights

Best Online Ordering

Best Curbside Pickup

Best Socially Distanced Dining

tainers, etc.)

Best Ecologically Friendly Takeout (compostable con-

Bonus Questions:
What do you miss most about shopping/dining in
the Heights since the onset of Covid-19? Share |,

BEST OF
THE HEIGHTS

2021 “
\ ,A

Vote for your favorite
Heights businesses!

Write in the names of your favorite Heights
businesses or visit www.futureheights.org to
complete the online ballot.

Deadline for ballot submission:
February 15, 2021

Valid Ballots:

All valid ballots will receive a chance to win a
prize package of gift certificates to Heights busi-
nesses ($250 min. value)

e One ballot per person; must supply com-

plete contact information below

Vote only for businesses located in the cities
of Cleveland Heights and University Heights.
Must fill out at least half (6 categories)

Do not vote for the same business in more
than 3 categories

Ballots not meeting these requirements will
be considered invalid.

Best Employee Pandemic Support with us your favorite past experiences and what
you are looking forward to doing again once the
pandemic is over and business/safety re-

strictions are lifted. .

Best Pandemic Window Display

Best Pandemic Pivot

Mail your ballot to:
FutureHeights

2843 Washington Blvd. #105
Cleveland Heights, OH 44118

Best Community-Conscious Business

Or scan and e-mail your ballot to:
info@futureheights.org
Questions? Call 216-320-1423

Best New Restaurant of Bar

What new business would you like to see in the

Name:
Best New Business (other) Heights? Why? (Let us know if you have a spe-
cific neighborhood or building in mind.) Address:
Best Cleveland Heights Business —
E-mail:

Best University Heights Business

If you are a business owner or operator, name of

business:
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