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CH celebrates 16th cmnual preservahon month

Kara Hamley O’Donnell

The Cleveland Heights Landmark
Commission, Cleveland Heights His-
torical Society and Heights Libraries
are collaborating again this May to
present a series of programs to cel-
ebrate National Preservation Month
here in the Heights.

Spanning the month of May, a
series of tours and lectures will ex-
plore the ways in which preservation
is important to this community, and
will delve into its history. Programs
will explore parks, a secret stream,
Cleveland Heights’ connection to
the Shakers and Shaker Heights,
and will celebrate Cain Park’s 8oth
birthday with a behind-the-scenes
tour.

A description of programs is

listed below. {Note that reservations
are required for the May 12 and June
2 tours.}
Tuesday, May 1, 7 p.m., Cleve-
land Heights’ Emerald Necklace:
Parks, Property, and Politics
Speaker: Marian Morton

For more than a century, our
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The site of the long-gone Glen Allen Estate, owned by Elisabeth Severance Allen, is a feature of the

May 12 walking tour (reservations required).

parks have been important players
in the city’s economic and political
life. Initially intended to enhance
the property values of an ambi-
tious young suburb, our parks also
sometimes enhanced the political
reputations of its elected officials.

Backyard chickens are now legal
in the city of University Heights

Robert Brown

Like their neighbors in Cleveland
Heights, residents of University Heights
can now keep chickens in their back-
yards, legally.

After considering the arguments
of many proponents and opponents of
backyard chicken keeping, University
Heights City Council voted 5-2 on April
2 to approve regulations allowing up to
25 residents to keep up to four chickens
in a backyard. Councilmen Steven Sims
and Phillip Ertel voted against the ordi-
nance.

The ordinance, which was amended
13 times in response to issues raised in the
discussions, requires any resident seeking
to keep chickens to apply for a special use
permit from the city’s building depart-
ment. The permit must be renewed each

year, following an inspection by the city’s
building department.

“Chickens are coming to University
Heights, and the sky is not falling,” said
UH Mayor Michael Dylan Brennan.
“Chicken keeping will be highly regu-
lated, and anyone willing and interested
in keeping chickens must do so in a
mindful and lawful way.”

Resident Paul Miller spoke out
against the ordinance, citing concerns
over sanitation, odors, disease and
noise, particularly given the relatively
small lot sizes in University Heights.
“It’s now chic to keep chickens in the
city,” he said, “but chickens belong on
farms, where there is more land.”

Resident April Urban said that she
has no interest in keeping chickens her-
self but spoke in favor of the ordinance

continued on page 11

Annual ‘We Are Noble’ weekend to showcase Heights musicians
_ _ _ i

Brenda H. May

‘We Are Noble, the annual celebration
of the neighborhoods along Noble
Road, will take place Friday through
Sunday, May 18—20.

Preparations are underway for
Noble Elementary School’s Noble-
Fest, a family fun night hosted by
the Noble PTA on Friday evening,
and nearby Noble Road Presbyterian
Church will host a movie night on
the same evening. Oxford Elementary
School will participate with attrac-
tions that include a new art instal-
lation by its fifth-graders near the

Face painting at Noble Elementary School’s NobleFest.

school’s main driveway entrance on
Quilliams Road.

There will be numerous activities
and sites to visit on Saturday, May 19,
beginning with a pancake breakfast at

Bethel Church. An Oxford Elemen-
tary School student art show, a baby
clothes giveaway at Peace Lutheran
Church, and a lunch cookout will

continued on page 11

COURTESY NOBLE NEIGHBORS

Most often places that promoted
political unity and harmony, our parks
have sometimes done the opposite.
[Heights Libraries Lee Road Branch,
2345 Lee Road.]

Wednesday, May 9, 7 p.m., From

continued on page 11

CH residents share
views on charter re-
view at public forum

Robert Brown

On April 19, approximately 8o Cleveland

Heights residents participated in the

first community forum held by the city’s

15-member Charter Review Commission

(CRO).

The meeting began with a presenta-
tion that described the current council-
manager form of government in which
seven part-time city council members
are elected at-large and are assisted by a
full-time city manager, whom they ap-
point.

The presentation also described
other forms of municipal governance,
including the one most common in
Cuyahoga County, in which there is
a popularly elected mayor, and a city
council to which some or all members
are elected by ward.

Reference was also made to “hy-
brid” forms of local governance, such
as that of Shaker Heights, in which
a popularly elected full-time mayor
works with an appointed professional
manager who holds the title of chief
administrative officer.

After the presentation, participants
gathered in small groups to discuss and
answer the following two questions:

* What type of government do you pre-
fer for Cleveland Heights and why?
LCouncil-Manager (current form)
LIStrong Mayor L] Hybrid L] Other

* What other elements should be added
to or changed in the city charter to
improve our local government?

continued on page 2
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About the Observer

The Heights Observer is not an ordinary
newspaper; it is a nonprofit publica-
tion for residents of Cleveland Heights
and University Heights.

The Observer has no writing staff;
it is written by you—the readers.

Individuals throughout the com-
munity decide what stories they want
to write, then submit them for publi-
cation. Anyone in University Heights
or Cleveland Heights is welcome to
contribute regularly, occasionally or
even just once.

Is there something you think
should be covered in the Heights Ob-
server? If so, please write it on your
own, or with friends, neighbors or
colleagues. Our volunteer editors will
make sure it’s ready to publish and
contact you with any questions.

If you’re writing a news article,
it should be clear and factual. If you
want to express an opinion, submit it
as a letter to the editor or an opinion
piece. Either way, make sure it’s about
something specific to our two cities.
* To make a submission of any kind, go

to www.heightsobserverorg and click
on “Member Center” at the left.

* For information about writing style,
article length, etc., click on “Become
an Observer” at the left. For questions
that aren’t answered there, call the
FutureHeights office at 216-320-1423
or e-mail info@futureheights.org.

Articles to be considered for the
June issue must be submitted by May
9. We publish some articles online
as they come in—and still consider
them for the next print issue. We also
publish an e-newsletter each Tuesday.

Talks of merger, change inspire appreciation for the past

OPENING
THE OBSERVER

Deanna Bremer Fisher

With a declining population in the
region generally, and in our inner
ring suburbs specifically, it should
be no surprise that consolidation
was a common theme in the 2008-17
May issues of the Heights Observer.
“Four parishes may be one. Merger
plan means Saint Louis in Cleveland
Heights will most likely close,” was
the headline for the May 2008 issue’s
top story. Two Cleveland Heights
churches, Saint Ann (at Cedar and
Coventry roads) and Saint Louis (on
North Taylor Road), merged with
two East Cleveland churches, Christ
the King and Saint Philomena, to
become Communion of Saints Par-
ish in 2010.

The new parish holds services at
two locations: St. Ann and St. Philo-
mena, which means that St. Louis
did close. But, the building didn’t
stay empty for long. In 2011, it was
reborn as Imani Temple Ministries.
Change doesn’t always mean loss, but
it is not an easy process.

In May 2009, during the height
of the recession, even municipal
governments were talking merger. In
a piece entitled “A Dickensian take

CHARTER REVIEW continued from page 1

The 13 groups spent about an hour
discussing the two questions, then
each reported to the full audience the
outcome of its discussion.

Their reports revealed that 52 par-
ticipants favored a popularly elected
mayor, and 25 supported the current
council-manager form of government.
(One table spokesperson did not pro-
vide a breakdown by individual).

Each participant was also given
the opportunity to write his or her in-
dividual comments, anonymously; and
submit them to the commission for the
commission’s staff to analyze and tally.
(The results were not available at the
time this article was written.)

Many of those supporting a popu-
larly elected mayor also supported pair-
ing the mayor with a professional chief
administrative officer who would focus
on day-to-day operations and services
while the mayor focused on setting and
implementing policies and a vision for
the city’s future.

Among the reasons given by resi-
dents proposing this change were that
amayor would provide the bolder, more
decisive leadership needed by the city
and would be more accountable to the
public, allowing residents to know that
the “buck stops here,” with the mayor.

Residents who expressed support
for the current council-manager form
of government cited a preference for
the professional, non-political man-
agement that can be provided by an
appointed city manager. Some also
cited the danger of concentrating too
much power in an elected mayor who
may lack good management skills.

Issues regarding the composition

on municipal merger,” CH Council
Member Mark Tumeo argued that
city leaders should consider a merger
of Cleveland Heights and University
Heights. The two cities had much
in common, he said, and serving a
combined larger population would
be more efficient and cost effective.
In the same issue, UH Mayor Beryl
Rothschild sharply rejected the
idea. “We have nothing to gain,”
she declared. University Heights
was managing itself just fine dur-
ing the recession. Anyway; she said,
UH had more in common with the
cities of Shaker Heights and South
Euclid—which have a strong mayor
system of government—than it did
with Cleveland Heights.

While a merger seemed like a
nonstarter, UH Councilman Kevin
Murphy found out that even talking
about collaboration can be difficult.
He proposed that certain East Side
cities meet to discuss making a bid
for an EfficientGovNow grant, but
only officials from CH and UH
showed up in significant numbers.
Shaker Heights sent one person,
South Euclid and Lyndhurst didn’t
attend, and Beachwood even stated
publicly that it wasn’t interested in
collaborating.

Now that the immediate crisis
has passed and municipalities are
healthier again, they have had some
success in collaborating on services,

of Cleveland Heights City Council
were discussed in answering the sec-
ond question.

Residents who supported a change
from the current all at-large city council to
one that includes some members elected
by ward said that certain neighborhoods
have been underrepresented on city
council and may; as a result, have received
inadequate attention in addressing their
challenges. Others said that ward-based
council members would provide a more
direct connection to the city government
for residents, particularly with respect to
advocacy on local issues.

Residents who supported the
current all at-large city council cited
the benefits of all council members
focusing on the needs of the city as a
whole, as well as the danger of ward-
based members taking too parochial
aview of the city’s needs.

The CRC expects to continue its
deliberations until November, at which
time it will submit its recommendations
for any charter amendments to city
council. Council can then choose to put
all, some, or none of the commission’s
recommendations on the ballot in 2019.

The next meeting of the commis-
sion is scheduled for Thursday, May 3,
7 p.m., at Cleveland Heights City Hall.

The CRC has posted an on-
line survey at www.clevelandheights.
com/1046/charter-review-commission-
community-surv.

Robert Brown is a city planner with more
than 40 years of experience, including nine
years as Cleveland's city planning director.
A resident of Cleveland Heights for 40-
plus years, Brown serves on the board of
FutureHeights.

such as a joint police-fire dispatch
center. Some progress has been
made, but it’s not been easy, and
no one is saying the word “merger.”

All of this change, and talk
of change, may have inspired a
new appreciation for our commu-
nity’s past. In a May 2008 article,
“These old houses,” CH Historic

continued on page 14

Ungar’s remark
muddies the waters
To the Editor:

At its April 2 meeting, Cleveland
Heights City Council unanimously
approved the creation of an Immi-
gration Task Force. The measure was
proposed by Mayor Carol Roe, in
response to issues raised by the “civil
immigration enforcement” legisla-
tion introduced last fall by Council
Member Kahlil Seren. Seren’s ordi-
nance would lay out what police and
other city officials can and cannot do
regarding undocumented immigrants.
Those violating its strictures could be
charged with a misdemeanor.

City Manager Tanisha Briley and
Police Chief Annette Mecklenburg
objected to that part of the legislation,
and also preferred that the guidelines
take the form of a departmental policy,
rather than carry the force of law.
Seren offered to remove the section
criminalizing certain police actions.

As council prepared to vote,
Council Member Michael Ungar
spoke up. He would vote for the
legislation creating the task force, he
said, because Cleveland Heights is
a Welcoming City, and he values all
that immigrants bring to it; however,
he noted, the issue at hand “was born
of the notion that our police depart-
ment was doing something wrong.” He
reiterated this remark in an interview
with Thomas Jewell of Cleveland.com.

I have read Seren’s proposed
legislation and attended the two
committee meetings where it was
discussed. No one—neither Seren
nor community members speaking
for the ordinance—ever said or im-
plied that members of the Cleveland
Heights Police Department had done
anything legally or morally wrong.

The legislation does address
the fact that local law enforcement
agencies face increasing pressure to
cooperate with the inhumane and
unconstitutional activities of the fed-
eral Immigration and Customs En-
forcement, and Customs and Border
Patrol. Its aim is to forestall potential
problems. I hope the Immigration
Task Force will keep this concern in
mind during its deliberations.

Finally, I am perplexed as to why
Ungar would say something so pa-
tently false and potentially divisive.
His comments serve only to muddy
the waters and divert attention from
a critical issue facing us as a nation
and a city.

Deborah Van Kleef
Cleveland Heights
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Support ‘one of our
own’ in county race

To the Editor:

I write this letter to ask my fellow
Cuyahoga County District 10 resi-
dents to support Cheryl Stephens in
her bid to be our Cuyahoga County
Council representative. I believe
Cheryl is the most qualified can-
didate for the job. Her record of
accomplishments is unmatched and
her dedication to our community is
beyond reproach.

I have known Cheryl for over 30
years. When I first met her, we were
members of the mayoral administra-
tion of George Voinovich. She was a
dynamic and impassioned economic
development officer. She was very
knowledgeable about the city and
what it would take to create lasting,
sustainable businesses to grow our
community. I could hardly believe
she had only been in Cleveland a
few years. Her love for our city was
something I thought could only be
found in a “home-towner.”

In the ensuing decades I have
watched in admiration as Cheryl
became director of planning and de-
velopment for the city of Cleveland
Heights; director of development for
Cuyahoga County; executive director
of Leadership Cleveland; a director
for the National Development Coun-
cil; director of acquisition disposition
and development at the Cuyahoga
Land Bank; and an elected member
of Cleveland Heights City Council,
eventually becoming mayor.

Cheryl has developed her exper-
tise in the area of economic develop-
ment financing and is one of only few
people in the state of Ohio to hold
specialized financing certification.

Cherylis an inclusive person who
truly believes in diversity. She counts
people from many different cultures
and backgrounds among her friends.
She has been in their homes and they
in hers. Cheryl has spent her career as
a builder. Not just of physical struc-
tures but of relationships, networks
and resources.

I have no doubt that as the
Cuyahoga County Council represen-
tative for District 1o, Cheryl would
continue her distinguished record of
service.

Paula B. Brazil
Cleveland Heights

Slay the gerrymander: Vote Yes on Issue 1

Maryann Barnes

Chances are you've been asked to
sign a petition to stop the gerry-
mandering—drawing district lines
to favor a candidate or party—of
Ohio’s congressional districts.
Spearheaded by the Fair Districts
= Fair Elections coalition, this con-
stitutional referendum effort cul-
minated in successful negotiations
with state legislators to put Ohio
Issue 1—an alternative, but solid,
solution—on the May 8 ballot.

Issue 1 has the full endorse-
ment of the Fair Districts coali-
tion (which includes the League of
Women Voters of Ohio and Com-
mon Cause), the Democratic and
Republican parties, and a growing
list of organizations statewide.

The Ohio legislature’s refusal
to address gerrymandered con-
gressional districts made the Fair
Districts citizens’ referendum nec-
essary. Since last June, volunteers
across Ohio gathered more than
200,000 good signatures, nearly
two-thirds the number required to
put the proposal on the November
2018 ballot.

More than 40 volunteers from
Cleveland Heights and University
Heights collected close to one-
third—about 12,000—of the sig-
natures collected locally through
efforts organized by the League of
Women Voters (LWV) of Greater
Cleveland.

Thanks to this citizen ground-
swell, state legislators began work-
ing on their own proposal last fall.
Their initial ideas were unsatisfac-
tory and Fair Districts prepared
to pull out of negotiations several
times. Remarkably, the legislators
kept coming back and a proposal
emerged that all could support.

While the Fair Districts pro-
posal called for a seven-member
redistricting commission, the
legislators felt strongly that the
legislature draw the maps. Fair
Districts agreed to this, as long
as important safeguards were in
place:

* Any 10-year map must have sig-
nificant minority party support.
* Districts are compact, with limits

on splitting communities.
* The process is transparent, re-

THURSDAY, JUNE 7™, 6- 8 P.M.
RAIN DATE JUNE 14™

ALL MAKES, MODELS & YEARS
NO FEE TO REGISTER
MUSIC & 50/50 RAFFLE

REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED BY MAY 25™. WWW.CEDARLEE.ORG/HOTRODSANDCLASSICS

quiring public hearings on any
map before adoption and allow-
ing members of the public to
submit proposed maps.

If minority party support is
unattainable, a map thus created
requires additional standards:

* Specific prohibitions against ger-
rymandering.

* A requirement for written justifi-
cation for the boundaries drawn.

Significantly, the Issue 1 solu-
tion, if passed, would come from
Ohio’s voters and legislators, not
a contentious court case. Buy-in

Congratulations!

from all sides would augur well for
fighting gerrymandering in our
state. LWV urges all to vote YES
on Issue 1.

To learn more about Issue 1 and
how the compromise developed,
view the March 20 LWV forum at
bttp://bit.ly/OH-issuer-lwv-forum.
To learn more about Fair Districts,
g0 to www.fairdistrictsobio.org.

Maryann Barnes, a longtime resident,
chairs the Heights Chapter of the
League of Women Voters of Greater
Cleveland.

Ms. Ardyce Daugherty, of Cleve Hts, the deserving WINNER
of our 2nd Annual Helping-Hann Free Furnace Contest!

To read more visit VEHbrothers.com/helping-hann/

l-lot Diggity Dog!

Air Conditioning Tune-Up

Tune-up allows for45 minutes of labor
per system; parts and labor for repairs
additional. Discount valid during normal
workday hours only (M-F; 8-3:30). One

discount per visit. Valid on standard A/C
set-ups only; excludes attic systems.
Expires 7/31/18

. ﬂ ~El

VERNE ¢ ELLSWORTH HANN <

5 generations of family experience.

Owned and operated by Bill & Chris Hann.

2026 Lee Road / Cleveland Hts

Bonded ¢ Insured « OH LIC #24462

do
£932-9755

VEHbrothers.com

Heating / Cooling / Plumbing / Specializing in Steam & Hot Water Boiler Systems

Join us and see South Africa like an
insider and honored guest.

Tour guides & hosts, Jan & Gus Kious
cleveland heights owned

Now scheduling tours

visit our website for details

(216) 534-6172

Hosted by:

cedarLE
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Forest Hill can be the next Tremont

Mike Reilly

For Greater Clevelanders, it has
been the best and the worst of times
depending on the neighborhood you
live in. Destination neighborhoods
like Cedar Fairmount and Tremont
are thriving with increased property
values and the buzz of restaurants
and retail.

Forest Hill as a neighborhood
once enjoyed this status. No more.
Now it is lumped into a collection
of neighborhoods many call “north
of Mayfield.” Instead of buzz, there
is the ghost town called Severance
Town Center and the only restau-
rants are fast food. Retail consists
of Walgreen’s and The Dollar Store.

Forest Hill is at a crossroads.
We can look west and connect to
the vibrancy of Little Italy and Uni-
versity Circle. Or continue to plod
along and stagnate.

This choice is at the center of
a furious debate within the Forest
Hill community that erupted five
years ago. After the housing crash of
2008, Forest Hill, like other neigh-
borhoods north of Mayfield, saw
an alarming rise of vacant homes
and foreclosures. This impacted
property values and retail devel-
opment. Cleveland Heights cut
back on housing inspections. East
Cleveland faced a financial crisis.
Suddenly Forest Hill was no longer
a “destination” neighborhood.

But Forest Hill had one thing

CAIN'PARK'S
80" SEASON

that other struggling neighbor-
hoods did not. It had an actual
Home Owners Association (HOA)
in the form of Forest Hill Home
Owners Inc. FHHO). It could take
action independently to combat
housing blight. But would it?

And so the debate began. Would
FHHO shift gears and move from
a volunteer-based social club to a
modern HOA to stem the decline?

This debate has played out
in Cleveland Magazine, the Heights
Observer and NextDoor.com. It has
now finally reached its climax with
the upcoming vote for new by-laws
by its members (the home owners).
Reformers want FHHO to be that
agent for change by aligning itself
with the Ohio Planned Community
Act passed in 2010, which allows
FHHO to become a modern HOA.
Opponents want the status quo.

Forest Hill faces an existential
question: Change and grow or stag-
nate and decline? This is a decision
for the owners, not a dictate by a
few. I believe that with a reformed
FHHO, Forest Hill can become the
“bell cow” for neighborhoods “north
of Mayfield.” We can jump-start the
restoration.

We have all the ingredients to
achieve this:

* Proximity to the energy of Univer-
sity Circle;

*An amazing array of custom
homes;

* The Forest Hill Park that could

"

campark

RESIDENTS DAY AT THE CAIN PARK TICKET OFFICE JUNE2

MEMPHIS

The Monkees
The Mike and

For Good%he New Generation of Mtgicals, Vol. 3

Cain Park Arts Festival
GroundWorks Dancetheater

Dave Koz And Friends Summer Horns Tour

MEMPHIS THE MUSICAL

resent
icky Show

6/14-7/1
- 6/16

6/20
. 6/21
6/22

6/30
7/13-15
7/20-22
7/21

Featuring Gerald Albright, Rick Braun, Richard Elliot
. And Introducing Aubrey Logan

rris Day and the Time

Guthrie 7/22
7/27

7/28

vith special guest The Ohio Players ™ .
[

- |
i
-

L

v j Livingston Taylor
> Punch Brothers

with special guest Madison Cunningham

g #% Joan Osborne / Lisa Loeb

. Caleb Teicher & Co.

8/4
8/5
8/9

8/10

) /. AND SO MUCH MORE

Visit www.cainpark.com
for a complete schedule

someday be part of the Me-
troparks System;

* The “Monticello Triangles” and a
street grid with no visible cable
or power lines;

* The Forest Hill Swim Club;

* The East Cleveland/Forest Hill
Neighborhood Group, working
with East Cleveland and its own
sor foundation for community
improvements;

* An incredible collection of resi-
dents, from Cleveland Orchestra
members and college educators,
to judges and city officials.

And we have our own icon to
define our “destination neighbor-
hood.” It’s the Medusa Building at
Monticello and Lee boulevards. In
its heyday, Medusa was the gateway
to Forest Hill with its beautiful
fountain glowing at night.

Close your eyes and imagine
what Forest Hill can be. A restored
Medusa Building of shops, galleries
and restaurants. Signage and light-
ing at the “Monticello Triangles.”
Forest Hill Park with bike paths to
University Circle. And the restora-
tion of vacant homes.

Forest Hill can be that des-
tination neighborhood again. It’s
there. All we have to do is move
toward it.

A 35-year resident of Forest Hill, M-
chael Reilly is the founder and owner
of Reilly Painting and Contracting in
Cleveland Heights.

FREE VBS

Vacation
Bible School

for ages 5-12
June 11th - 14th, 2018
5:45 - 8:30pm
Dinner is included!

WHAT:

“Hero Central”
Discover your strength in God
L
WHERE:

Edghill Community Church
2555 Euclid Heights Blvd.

REGISTRATION THROUGH
JUNE 10TH:

Every Sunday 1:30-3:00pm at
Edgehill Community Church
* K K
Church Services Every Sunday
12:00pm with youth church

Pastor David Botha
Assistant Pastor Tamar Gray

HCC decries pro-
posed HUD mission
statement change

Pam Wetherill

Recently, Dr. Ben Carson, secretary of
the US. Department of Housing and
Urban Development (HUD), issued a
statement that alarms Heights Com-
munity Congress (HCC) members, who
teel it should alarm their neighbors as
well. Carson said that HUD will amend
its mission statement to remove, among
other things, references to creating
“inclusive and sustainable communities
free from discrimination.”

One of HUD’s most important
responsibilities is the enforcement and
promotion of the Fair Housing Act.
This governmental responsibility is so
important because, for generations, the
federal government denied equal housing
opportunities to people of color, which
helped to create and perpetuate residen-
tial segregation. The Fair Housing Act,
passed 50 years ago this year, was designed
to undo the prior years of discrimination.
It was to eliminate all forms of housing
discrimination and to create integrated,
healthy and inclusive communities.

HUD has a responsibility to use its
mission statement to express its com-
mitment and priorities: that it will fulfill
the federal law’s requirement to provide
for fair housing throughout the United
States. To remove anti-discrimination
language from the HUD mission
statement and to reduce spending on
fair housing programs sends a nega-
tive message that victims of housing
discrimination are not priorities.

HCC continues to use all of its
resources to eradicate housing dis-
crimination and to promote healthy,
safe and inclusive neighborhoods.
HCC deplores the idea that HUD will
eliminate anti-discrimination language
from its mission statement, since this
is not just a local issue but one that
touches every community in the coun-
try. We and all Americans need HUD to
speak strongly and be at the forefront
of national efforts to ensure that our
community and others are free from
discrimination and policies that create
red lines meant to separate those who
might be considered “other.”

Here’s a look at HUD’s current
and proposed mission statements
(from The Washington Post):

Current mission statement: HUD’s
mission is to create strong, sustainable,
inclusive communities and quality af-
tordable homes for all. HUD is work-
ing to strengthen the housing market
to bolster the economy and protect
consumers; meet the need for quality
affordable rental homes; utilize housing
as a platform for improving quality of
life; build inclusive and sustainable com-
munities free from discrimination, and
transform the way HUD does business.

Revised mission statement:
HUD’s mission is to ensure Ameri-
cans have access to fair, affordable
housing and opportunities to achieve
self-sufficiency, thereby strengthening
our communities and nation.

Pam Wetherill is a volunteer with Heights
Community Congress. She serves on its Fair
Housing Committee, and is a resident of
University Heights.
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Community Reinvestment Areas: Buyer beware?

DEMOCRACY

Carla Rautenberg and Deborah Van Kleef

Property tax abatements are a
controversial subject, and right-
fully so. When Cleveland Heights
residents dutifully pay our—no-
toriously high—property taxes,
only to learn that neighbors pur-
chasing units in some new devel-
opments will pay a mere fraction
of their high-end home’s assessed
value for up to a decade, we un-
derstandably bristle. It doesn’t
feel like “equal treatment under
the law”—a cornerstone of our
democracy. It seems more like a
subsidy to already wealthy people.

According to the city, howev-
er, developers will only build in an
aging innerring suburb with the
incentive of tax abatements. New
housing attracts new residents,
meaning increased revenues in
the form of income taxes that
support city services, from which
all residents benefit.

It is hard to argue with this
theory when municipalities all
around us (notably Cleveland,
in University Circle) abate taxes
on new developments. However,
since abatements mean reduced
dollars for public schools, cities
should at the very least give care-
ful consideration to their number
and duration.

One way a municipality may
offer tax abatements is to de-
lineate certain parts of town as
Community Reinvestment Ar-
eas (CRAs), subject to approval
by the state of Ohio. Cleveland
Heights has used CRAs to at-
tract residential developers for
decades. The largest example is
the Severance CRA, which en-
compasses the Courtyards at Sev-
erance, the Bluestone complex of
lofts and townhomes, and Sever
ance Place, a condo conversion
of the former Kaiser Permanente
building. The city currently has
a total of seven CRAs, some of
which have been more successful
than others.

In a major shift, Cleveland
Heights is now applying to the state
of Ohio to designate the entire city
as a CRA. As currently envisioned,
tax abatements would be available
for newly constructed homes and
commercial properties, and reno-
vations of existing ones. Cleveland,
South Euclid and Fairview Park
are some other Cuyahoga County
municipalities with citywide CRAs.

Seeking to understand the city’s
plans, we spoke with Tim Boland,
director of economic development,
and Richard Wong, planning direc-
tor, and listened to discussions in
CH City Council Committee of the
‘Whole meetings.

Because CRAs are complex
and our space is limited, we will

address just one aspect of the
proposed citywide CRA: Abate-
ments on the taxable value added
to existing homes by substantial
remodeling or “transformative”
renovation projects. Here’s how
it would work: Suppose your taxes
are currently $8,000 per year.
You build an addition onto your
house, which raises your taxes to
$9,000. All or part of that addi-
tional $1,000 could be abated for
a specified number of years.

Before trying something new;
it is generally worthwhile to con-
sult someone who has already
done it. Talking with Sally Martin,
South Euclid housing director, we
learned that incentives for reno-
vation of existing homes rarely
work. Why? Because property re-
assessments by Cuyahoga County
seldom reflect the value added by
a renovation, unless it involves a
very substantial addition. Oth-
erwise, taxes increase little, if at
all, so there is nothing to abate.
In Martin’s words, “In terms of
being a useful tool for existing
homeowners, our citywide CRA
has not been utilized much.”

Offering incentives to current
homeowners may be a laudable idea,
but if it does not work in practice, it
amounts to an empty offer.

Martin noted, “We had discussed
the idea of modifying the CRA to al-
low ‘significant rehab’ to qualify for
tax abatement. However, we have
had no difficulty in getting proper
ties fully renovated—mostly thanks
to our vacant building ordinance,
passed in 2010. Over 1,000 homes—
more than 10 percent of our housing
stock—{have} been fully renovated
and brought into complete code
compliance since then, without the
incentive of the CRA. Now, inven-
tory of vacant and distressed homes
is very low. Those homes are quickly
sold and renovated with no need for
tax incentives.”

It is also worth noting the
short duration of South Euclid’s
CRA (five years) and the rationale
for it. Keith Benjamin, community
services director, told us, “We do
short-term abatements to balance
attracting development with pro-
tecting our school district, which
receives the majority of property
taxes.” Contrast this with Cleve-
land Heights’ current proposal for
abatements of 7—15 years.

Martin observed, “For new
construction, the CRA has been
a tremendous help in getting
projects moving. We have had
15 new in-fill homes constructed
throughout the city since 2010.”

We hope Cleveland Heights
will explore further before final-
izing the citywide CRA. In our
view, there’s still more to discover.

Carla Rautenberg is an activist and
a lifelong Cleveland Heights resident.
Deborab Van Kleef is a musician and
writer, who bas lived in Cleveland
Heights for most of ber life. Contact
them at beightsdemocracy@gmail.com.
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Create your own
SUMMER adventure.

HB offers a wide array of summer
programming for boys and girls ages 3-21,
with dozens of offerings to choose from.

Visit HB.edu/summer to browse through

| academic, athletics, adventure, theatre, and
| specialty camp options to create your own
one-of-a-kind experience. We offer flexible
scheduling. Call 216.320.8085 for details.

March 19-29 & July 23-August 10
VACATION CAMPS co-ed, Preschool - Grade 8
June 11-July 20

DAY CAMPS Now offered 5 DAYS A WEEK!
BROAD HORIZONS BEGINNER Co-ed, ages 3 & 4
BROAD HORIZONS Girls, Grades K -5
BROADER HORIZONS Girls, Grades 68

HB.cdu/
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Cleveland’s 15th Annual

one step at a time
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University Hospitals Proceeds support breast cancer research at
Seidman Cancer Center

University Hospitals Seidman Cancer Center.

Mother’s Day, Sunday, May 13, 2018

Honorary Chair: Monica Robins
Channel 3 News Senior Health Correspondent/Reporter
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Protecting public education through
local collective bargaining

A TEACHER'’S
VOICE

=l

Ari Klein

As I write this article, teachers in
Oklahoma and Kentucky are start-
ing their second week of striking.
[Teachers in Oklahoma ended
their walkout on April 12.} Due to
decades of neglect, conditions for
students, faculty and staft in those
states (and West Virginia, which
recently settled its strike) are ap-
palling. From out-of-date textbooks
and unsafe buildings, to low wages
for teachers, the tipping point for
accepting those conditions was
finally reached.

Most teachers I know try to
work with what they have. A few of
my colleagues may be disgruntled,
but seldom is our entire member-
ship enraged at the same time.
One of the big differences, in my
opinion, between teachers in these
states and in CH-UH is that they
do not negotiate contracts locally.
In this district, we negotiate con-
tracts directly with a locally elected
board. School board members rep-
resent the communities’ interests
and values, and we have succeeded
in reaching agreements for a long
time. Teachers in states that have a
single contract for the whole state
have little say about what goes into
their contract.

Another difference between
CH-UH and those states is that
they are so-called “right to work”
states. This means that unions must
represent everyone in the bargaining
unit regardless of whether they are
union members. In Ohio, no one is
required to join the union, but must
still pay a fair share for representa-
tion.

Contracts in right-to-work
states are weak because there is
little in the way of a unified voice at
the bargaining table. Management
knows that there is no collective
will, so there is little effort toward
fairness or compromise.

Concerns are more readily heard

_YOU BRIH’&THE EEIERMINATION =

FREE 7 Day pass

Plus: Sign up for 6 months and get a free gift
and no joining fee

Expires 5/31/2018.
Valid for new customers only.

and acted upon when teachers are
in discussion with administration
on a constant basis. In CH-UH we
discuss hard issues—such as text-
book adoption policies, class sizes,
services for special needs students,
student behavior and expecta-
tions—more often than wages and
benefits. The teachers union does
not always agree with management
on these issues, but at least we talk
about them and seek solutions.
These discussions help shape the
priorities for contract negotiations.

Some of the serious issues that
are commonplace in Oklahoma
simply don’t happen here. They
have 50-year-old textbooks, broken
chairs, little or old technology; class
sizes of 40—60 students, and many
more signs of complacency and
neglect. We have none of those
problems here. Our differences with
management usually have more to
do with philosophy and priorities,
not neglect.

My hope is that when this arti-
cle is published the strikes will have
been settled in a way that ensures
a renewed commitment to public
education. I fear, however, that it
is going to take a large infusion of
money to make those schools habit-
able and safe, to buy and maintain
updated curricular materials, to
invest in current technology; and to
pay teachers and support staff fair
wages.

We know from our own ex-
perience in CH-UH that keeping
current with the needs of our
students, maintaining and updat-
ing our buildings, and providing
competitive wages to attract and
keep highly qualified teachers is an
expensive undertaking. Our com-
munity’s support of our schools
proves that our citizens value
public education. My pride in our
community grows even deeper as I
read about places that allow their
public institutions to languish and
fall into disrepair.

Ari Klein is a lifelong community mem-
ber, math teacher at Cleveland Heights
High School, and president of the Cleve-
land Heights Teachers Union.

Cleveland Heights Community Center
440.655.5394 « jazzercise.com
marybethmccnn@gmail.com

@) JAZZERCISE.
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Lobbyists for the common good needed

THE COMMON
GOOD

Susie Kaeser

As a true believer in democracy, I
take my rights as a citizen seriously.
These rights are alot like muscles:
Use them or lose them. Our democ-
racy was set up to give citizens the
power to make government account-
able and useful. Because government
appears to me to be veering off course,
I am propelled to exercise a broader
range of what is available to me as a
member of a democratic society.

It is an almost religious experi-
ence to cast my vote. We will have
that chance again on May 8. Big
issues are on the ballot, including a
vote on the system that defines how
state legislative districts are drawn.
Be sure to exercise your vote.

The right to assemble is newly
important to me. Until recently,
the last time I had demonstrated
was as a college student protesting
the Vietnam War, but in the last 15
months, I have put up with a lot of
cold weather to show my opposi-
tion to Betsy DeVos’s appointment
by demonstrating in front of Sen.
Rob Portman’s Cleveland office,
march with women in Washington
and Cleveland, and demand an end
to gun violence with thousands of
young people in Washington, D.C.
The signs, energy and shared resolve
of hundreds of thousands of citizens
together are motivating and critical
to energized and determined engage-
ment. It has strengthened my resolve.

In March, following a Heights
Coalition for Public Education fo-
rum about ways to influence state
policy; I took a big leap. I decided
to speak directly to state legislators
who I consider to be barriers to what
I think is good for public education.

In mid-March I took the
150-minute drive to Columbus for
my five minutes in front of the House
Government and Accountability
Oversight Committee. I registered
opposition to H.B. No. 512, because
it would further politicize public
education policy and curtail citizen
input by severely limiting the role of
the elected state school board and
transferring some of its powers to the
governor. It proposes to merge K-12
education with workforce develop-
ment. It’s a damaging proposal for
education and governance.

While public speaking always
makes me anxious, I stepped to the
podium and looked the author of the
bill, Rep. Bill Reineke (R-Tiffin), in
the eye and criticized the legislation
that he had drafted. I was thankful
to see some committee members
nodding their heads in agreement as
I registered my support for public
education and democratic gover
nance. I kept going.

I was among the last to speak,
and when it was my turn only a hand-
ful of committee members were still

there to hear my testimony: Several
home-school parents gave testimony
in opposition to the bill, as did our
state school board member, Meryl
Johnson. A lobbyist for the Ohio
Chamber of Commerce spoke in
favor. A small-business owner from
Lorain and an education activist from
Cincinnati registered their concerns.
The mix of voices was interesting.

The trip was worth it. I was
reminded that all kinds of people
care, and for different reasons, but
they show up. Second, it isn’t hard to
do. The public is supposed to have a
turn, and this is how you participate.

I realized I am guilty of de-
monizing the opposition and this
cripples my engagement. By speak-
ing to the author of this bill, I had
to acknowledge him as a valid player
too. The legislative process expects
stakeholders to share their perspec-
tive, concerns and evidence. If you
dismiss legislators as bad guys, you
forfeit the chance to inform their
decisions with your perspective. You
denigrate the process.

News coverage of the hearings was
informative. Reporters listed catego-
ries of witnesses, but none of them de-
scribed me. Their reporting portrayed
the stakeholders as organized groups,
usually of people who are employed
in schools. That didn’t describe me. I
spoke as a beneficiary of public educa-
tion. Like the residents of every com-
munity, I pay for public education and
I benefit from it because we all depend
on an educated citizenry. All residents
of Ohio, whether they use a school or
not, have a vested interest in a strong
public education system. It’s about the
common good.

The common-good constitu-
ency is not easy to capture in news
reporting, but our collective voices
are needed to demand policies that
support a strong public education
system. If I return to the legislature,
I think I will identify myself as a
lobbyist for the common good.

Maybe by naming it I can call
greater attention to what is really
at stake.

Susie Kaeser is a longtime resident of
Cleveland Heights and former director
of Reaching Heights. She serves on the
national board of Parents for Public
Schools.

The Heights’ #1 choice

for interior and exterior
painting
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Serving Northeast
Ohio Homeowners
since 1975

Quality Painting.

THAT’S ALL WE DO!

Call us at

216-529-0360

for a Free Consultation!

neubertpainting.com

Fairmount Circle Dentistry
Robert E. Schneider, DDS

GENERAL, RESTORATIVE & ESTHETIC DENTISTRY

Warm and Welcoming Office

Tailored to Busy Families

Comfortable Stress-Free Visits

Gentle Comprehensive Care

Life Changing Smile Makeovers

Breathe Easier & Get Relief from Sleep Disorders
Experience the Newest Technologies il
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20620 John Carroll Blvd., Suite 220
dds_r@att.net
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Despite your best efforts,
are you disappointed with the
appearance of your yard?

Are you tired of calling an
800 number and not receiving
the personal service you deserve?

Are you frustrated with
high pressure sales calls
for services you don’t want or need?

e | awn renovation and
new lawn installation

e Qrganic and traditional
lawn fertilization programs

* Integrated weed and
pest management

e Organic lawn topdressing

e | awn aeration and
thatch removal

e Weekly lawn maintenance

Our customized lawn care program

and lawn renovation services make
distressed lawns healthy and green
again. To find out how we can make
your yard the envy of the neighborhood
call today.

Rooted in customer service /g
Since 1979 ¢

Lawn Lad. Passionately
committed to making
your yard and garden look
their beautiful best.

www.lawnlad.com | (216) 371-1935
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UNIVERSITY HEIGHTS NEWS
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Casual Asian Fusion
216-320-9008

13911 Cedar Road, S. Euclid
www.pacificgrillcedar.com

Japanese & Malaysian Cuisine
216-320-2302

1673 Coventry Road, CH
www.pacificeastcoventry.com

Tear-offs e Re-roofs ¢ All repairs
Shingles ¢ Slate ¢ Tile * Gutters ¢ Siding ¢ Chimney Work
Metal Roofs Installed
Insured ¢ All work guaranteed ¢ Free estimates

Flat Roof Experts
Nobody Under Bids Us

Residential
Commercial

preserve your
art and memories
since 1973

Treatments for everything from
everyday to extraordinary

Beautiful art for sale

FRAMING

Mon-Fri 10-6 Sat 10-5

Displays and shadowboxes

Solutions for large and
hard-to-frame items

1342_9--6ed\ar«3oad
__._Cleveland H‘Ts,\

216-371-767

Get $20 off on framing over $100
(One discount per Visit)

woodtraderframing.com

ﬁ CLEVELAND MONTESSORI

Now enrolling Preschool to &th Grades!

12510 Mayfield Road, Cleveland * 216-421-0700
www.clevelandmontessori.org

Located in the
historic
Alta House

in Little [taly!

Cleveland Montessori School prides itself on providing authentic Mon-
tessori programs for preschool through gt grade. Located in Little Italy,
students also have ample access to the fabulous arts and cultural insti-
tutions nearby. With almost half of our families residing in Cleveland
Heights, the school offers convenience for those who work in the
University Circle area or downtown. Families are encouraged to con-
sider their child’s long term educational needs as they enroll at the
preschool level and plan to remain through their elementary and mid-
dle school years. The school is pleased to offer affordable, private
school tuition which results in a diverse student population with multi-
ple opportunities for scholarship and tuition support. Families who
desire to apply for Ed Choice vouchers from the state of Ohio for enroll-
ment in a private school must either be applying for their Kindergarten
year or enrolling in a private school for the first time to meet eligibility
requirements. Contact the school for additional details about enroll-
ment, visits and scholarship opportunities.

University Heights City Council

Meeting highlights

MARCH 19, 2018

Present were Mayor Michael Dylan Brennan
and council members Pamela Cameron, Phil-
lip Ertel, John Rach, Steven Sims, Michele
Weiss and Mark Wiseman. Vice Mayor
Susan Pardee was absent. The meeting was

held from 7 to 9:58 p.m.

Public comments

Chicken coops: More than 15 residents
spoke for and against an ordinance that
would allow 25 residents to apply for a
one-year permit to keep chickens.

Coop ordinances tabled

Council tabled two chicken coop ordinances
until the April 2 meeting: one allowing
residents to apply for a one-year permit to
keep chickens, and a second establishing
safety regulations.

Despite the planning commission’s
recommendation that council not approve
the ordinances, Mayor Brennan and council
members Cameron, Rach, Weiss and Wise-
man stated their support for it. Wiseman said
that Vice Mayor Pardee, who was excused
from the meeting, had also voiced her
support. Councilmen Ertel and Sims spoke
against the ordinances, citing concerns about
safety and the close proximity of homes.

Mayor’s spending limit

Council presented an ordinance increasing
the mayor’s spending limit from $5,000 to
$15,000, on first reading.

2018 city budget

Council presented the 2018 city budget, on
first reading. Mayor Brennan said the city
had a $3 million surplus last year, and that
even with additional staff hires—which will
include a police officer and firefighter—there
will be a $1 million balance at year-end.
Finance Director Sheehan said the budget
may need to be amended to include a
$19,000 boot allowance for the fire de-
partment. The city budget will be presented
on second reading at a special meeting on

March 26.
LWV Observer: Siobhan Leftwich.

MARCH 26, 2018

Present were Mayor Michael Dylan Bren-
nan and council members Susan Pardee
(vice mayor), Pamela Cameron, Phillip Ertel,
John Rach, Steven Sims, Michele Weiss and
Mark Wiseman. The meeting was held from
7 to 7:15 p.m.

2018 budget

Council had approved a temporary budget
in December for the first three months of
2018, and needed to finalize a budget for
the remainder of the year by March 31.
The budget was approved as presented,
but on emergency in order to go into effect
immediately.

Mayor’s spending limit increased
Council voted to increase the mayor’s
spending limit from $5,000 to $15,000
per purchase. Vice Mayor Pardee noted
that the $15,000 limit was chosen because
purchases above $15,000 are required [by
state law] to be sent out for bid.

LWV Observer: Wendy S. Deuring.

APRIL 2, 2018

Present were Mayor Michael Dylan Bren-
nan and council members Sue Pardee (vice
mayor), Pamela Cameron, Phillip Ertel, John
Rach, Steven Sims, Michele Weiss and Mark
Wiseman. The meeting was held from 7 to

10:32 p.m.

WY
LEAGUE OF
WOMEN VOTERS'

Public comments

Chicken coops: Twelve residents spoke
against ordinances that would allow up
to 25 residents to apply for a one-year
permit to keep four chickens. A spokes-
man for a newly formed group opposing
chicken coops said that if the ordinance is
passed, it will submit a petition requesting
its repeal. Five residents spoke in favor of
the ordinances, with one saying it would
allow parents to show children where their
food comes from, and another stating that
government should stay out of his yard and
allow him to raise chickens.

Planning commission

April Urban, an urban researcher at Case
Western Reserve University’s Center on
Urban Poverty and Community Develop-
ment, has been appointed to the planning
commission.

Rain barrel workshop

The city will hold a rain barrel workshop on
Wednesday, May 23, from 6:30 to 8:30
p.m., in the city service garage. Registration
is required.

Backyard composting

The city will host a backyard composting
seminar at city hall on Tuesday, June 5, at
7 p.m. Registration is required.

Coop ordinances pass

Council passed legislation for chicken
coops, on emergency. One ordinance will
allow up to 25 residents to apply for a
special-use, one-year permit to keep chicken
coops. The second ordinance limits the
number of chickens residents can keep to
four, and requires that chicken coops be 20
feet from adjoining properties. Councilman
Wiseman, who sponsored the legislation,
said council’s goal was to pass the ordi-
nances and see how they work. Vice Mayor
Sue Pardee added that council will review
them in February.

School board resolutions

Council passed two resolutions, on
emergency. The first is to support the
Cleveland Heights-University Heights
school board’s rejection of House Bill
512. If passed, the bill would transfer
most of the state school board’s power
to a government-appointed agency. The
second resolution urges the state of Ohio
and the Ohio Department of Education
to revise the existing system of ranking
schools. Councilwoman Weiss voted no
on both resolutions, saying that school
ranking is a contentious issue and she
didn’t think council should vote on it.

LWV Observer: Siobhan Leftwich.

Look for earlier, and often expanded,
postings of meeting summaries online
at www.heightsobserver.org.

To receive regular e-mail post-
ings of full reports, send an e-mail to
mbarnes?515@gmail.com or join
through Google groups using “lwv-
chuh observer reports” as a search
phrase.

These reports contain member
observation and selected highlights
of public meetings and are not offi-
cial statements of the Heights Chap-
ter of the League of Women Voters
of Greater Cleveland. This disclaimer
must accompany any redistribution
of these reports.

Apple Construction

Residential Contractor
Serving Greater Cleveland since 1980
Kitchens, bathrooms, additions and more

216-321-6639

www.apple-construction.com ¢ email: appleconstructioncle@gmail.com
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CLEVELAND HEIGHTS NEWS

FutureHeights awards mini-grants
to five Cleveland Heights projects

Sruti Basu

FutureHeights completed the spring
2018 round of its Neighborhood Mini-
Grants Program, approving $3,577 in
grants to support five neighborhood
projects in Cleveland Heights.

To date, the community devel-
opment corporation has awarded 23
grants—a total of $14,961. The grants
are intended to spur small, grassroots
projects to improve quality of life and
build community.

The mini-grants recipients are:

CUE was awarded $1,000 for
its Lower Shaker Lake Public Space
Reclamation project, which seeks to
restore and enhance the public space at
the southwest intersection of Coventry
Road and North Park Boulevard in
Cleveland Heights. The site is sunken
below street level and, as such, has
become somewhat forgotten. The
project will enable neighbors to reclaim
the space in a way that honors and
enhances its historical and ecological
significance while adding social and
recreational vibrancy.

Friends of the Delisle Center
was granted $1,000 for its Beautifying
the Delisle Center’s Outdoor Spaces
project, which will create a Learn-
ing Circle Garden that will provide
educational opportunities for students,
and green space for the community.
Project partners include Cleveland
Heights High School students and
faculty, Northern Ohio Perennials
Society, Greener Heights, and Green
Paradigm Partners. The CH-UH City
School District, which owns the Del-
isle Center site, in the Cedar Taylor
Business District, shares the vision
that a healthy habitat engenders a
healthy community, and these habitats
can be used for education. Friends of
the Delisle Center believes that public
green spaces should be environmen-
tally healthy and used productively by
the community. The group hopes the
project will become a model for other
public spaces in the community.

Montford Community Gar-
den received a grant of $327 for its
Gardening Set-Up Grants project. The
garden was established to provide a fo-
cal point in the Noble neighborhood,
where residents rent garden beds to
grow vegetables and flowers. Garden
members hope to draw people from

AWESOME HAPPY HOUR

4-7pm Sunday thru Friday
Sunday Southwest Brunch 11-2ish

Delivery with ubereats,
delivermefood, doordash & grubhub

2196 lee road, cleveland heights

216.932.9000
lopezonlee.com

the neighborhood together, to connect
with one another and share gardening
knowledge. With the grant, the group
will provide scholarships for two new
members/families. The scholarships
will cover the yearly plot fee, plants,
plant support and a fence. This project
aims to make gardening affordable for
residents, create a healthier commu-
nity, and create opportunities to build
community, as gardeners often serve as
neighborhood ambassadors.

Noble Neighbors was awarded
$500 for its Talent of the Heights proj-
ect. The organization is hosting a com-
munitywide event, We Are Noble, May
18—20, to celebrate and showcase the
neighborhood. Talent of the Heights
will take place on Saturday, May 19, on
the vacant site that was once home to
a McDonald’s restaurant in the Noble
Nela Business District. The event will
feature live music from local acts, and
entertainment for families.

Saint Alban’s Episcopal
Church was awarded $750 for its
Beautify the Hill project. St Alban’s,
located in the Coventry Village neigh-
borhood, plans to update one of its
most visible assets: the landscaping on
the front hill, facing Euclid Heights
Boulevard. The finished project will
result in a space that is attractive,
contains a healthy garden, and can be
shared with the neighborhood.

If you have an idea to improve your
neighborhood, FutureHeights invites
you to apply for a grant. The next ap-
plication deadline is Sept. 15 at § p.m.
All new applicants should attend one
of two information sessions, scheduled
for Aug. 1 and 8, 6 p.m., at the Future-
Heights office, 2843 Washington Blvd.

The FutureHeights Neighborhood
Mini-Grants Program awards small
grants of up to $1,000 to fund citizen-
led neighborhood projects, events
and activities that benefit Cleveland
Heights. The program is guided by a
grant-making committee comprising
seven Cleveland Heights residents with
a history of community involvement.

Learn more at www.futurebeights.
org/programs/community-building-pro-
grams or contact FutureHeights at
sbasu@futureheights.org or 216-320-

1423.

Sruti is the director of community-building
programs at FutureHeights.

Aaron Brauer
Licensed Inspector

216.233.9253

OldBlueHomelnspections.com

Old Blue

Home
Inspections

Radon Testing
Termite Inspections
Comprehensive Home Inspections

Let Old Blue work for You

While the Cedar Lee Mini-Park sports some benches and flowers that make it pleasant to pass through,
it has the potential to become a unique place that can help draw more visitors to the neighborhood.

FutureHeights to host Cedar Lee Mini-Park
visioning workshop on Saturday, June 2

Sruti Basu

FutureHeights invites Heights resi-
dents to share their ideas about how
to make the Cedar Lee Mini-Park—
which many people walk through
on their way from the parking lot
just east of Lee Road—into a special
place. FutureHeights will host a vi-
sioning workshop on Saturday; June 2,
9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., at CIE Urban
Winery, 2908 and 2180 Lee Road.
Situated near Cleveland Heights’
newly renovated high school, the ex-
ceptional restaurants, bars and shops
in the Cedar Lee Business District,
and the Cedar Lee Theatre, the mini-
park gets significant foot traffic.
The community-development
group FutureHeights and other stake-
holders believe that the site has the
potential to be much more than justa
pass through. It could become a place
where residents and visitors gather,

converse and spend time. Through
careful design, it could become as
unique a place as the district itself,
and positively impact its surrounding
businesses and neighborhood.

Through its Cedar Lee Mini-Park
Placemaking project, FutureHeights
hopes to gather resident input as it
works to create a dynamic space to
reinforce the Cedar Lee Business
District as a hub of social and com-
mercial activity.

In addition to hosting the vi-
sioning session, FutureHeights will
conduct an online survey to enable
additional residents to share their
ideas.

RSVP for the June 2 session at
bttps://cedarleeminipark.eventbrite.com.
For more information and access the
survey, visit www.futureheights.org.

Sruti Basu s the director of community-
building programs at FutureHeights.
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We've renovated and rejuvenated
Heights-area yards and gardens

for 30 years.

* Old lawn renovations and
new lawn installations

* Patios, walks and retaining walls
e Drainage and irrigation systems

e Lighting systems

e Bed installations and plantings

¢ Fences and wood structures
o \Water features
e Landscape design services

Not yet ready for a total yard and garden makeover?

Rooted in customer service
Since 1979

COURTESY FUTUREHEIGHTS

Our landscape maintenance services give you the
gradual upgrades you want, without breaking the bank.
Let us show you how a few clever changes today will

enhance the way you enjoy your yard and garden tomorrow.

Call now to schedule your
complimentary design consultation.

Lawn Lad. Passionately
committed to making
your yard and garden look
their beautiful best.

www.lawnlad.com | (216) 371-1935
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TRIVIA N?GHT

Returns 11729

& tickets to
Grog Shop

CLEVELAND HEIGHTS NEWS

Cleveland Heights City Council

Meeting highlights
MARCH 19, 2018

Council members present were Mayor Carol
Roe, Vice Mayor Melissa Yasinow, Mary
Dunbar, Kahlil Seren, Jason Stein and Cheryl
L. Stephens. Michael N. Ungar was absent.
The meeting lasted from 7:50 to 8:25 p.m.

Top of the Hill property tax agreement
[For the Top of the Hill development], council and
the Cleveland Heights-University Heights Board of
Education agreed to a property tax exemption,
collection of service payments in lieu of taxes, and
an urban redevelopment tax increment equivalent
fund for depositing these service payments.

New standing committee names
The new names of standing committees,
which were approved by council on Feb.

20, were inserted into the city code. They are:
Administrative Services, Finance, Housing and
Transportation, Planning and Development,
Recreation, Community and External Relations,
and Safety and Municipal Services.

Beyond essential operations of city
government

Council outlined priorities beyond the essential
operations of city government in order to not
limit the ability of the city in any way to respond
to and/or address other matters of concern to
the community.

Executive sessions

Presented on first reading, this ordinance,
drafted by Kahlil Seren, amends the city code
by repealing Section 107.01(c)(9), to remove
the ability of the council, or a city board or

B O O K S

12419 CeDAR AT FAIRMOUNT ¢ CLEVELAND HTs., OH 44106
INFO@APPLETREE-BOOKS.COM * PHONE: 216.791.2665
WEB: WWW.APPLETREE-BOOKS.COM

commission, to enter into executive session more
than four times per year to discuss general plans
for the future or general issues before the city.
In response to community feedback, this should
clarify confusion about differences with state
law. Although home rule allows such deviations,
it may not always be necessary to discuss these
matters in executive session.

Mayor’s report

Mayor Roe thanked city staff for the newly
launched [redesigned] Cleveland Heights
website, and for the many positive stories in
the media lately. The next joint meeting of city
council and the school board will be on June

12000 Fairhill Road

Cleveland, OH 44120
office@montlackrealty.com

www.montlackrealty.com

SUITES AVAILABLE

Shaker Heights
Cleveland Heights
Lakewood
Cleveland

* Large 1,2 and 3 Bedrooms
*  Walking distance to CWRU,
Shaker Square and RTA
* Refinished Kitchens

*  Hardwood Floors

* Parking

* Laundry Facilities
* Dishwasher and Disposal

4

sunny, spacious,

apartments!”

CALL NOW (216) 421-8400

‘All together

superbly
maintained

and well

located

WV
LEAGUE OF
WOMEN VOTERS

25. As mayor, Roe attends the Ohio Mayors
Alliance; this body will meet with guberna-
torial candidates this summer to help them
form agendas relating to city concerns.

LWV Observer: Blanche Valancy.

APRIL 2, 2018

Council members present were Mayor
Carol Roe, Vice Mayor Melissa Yasinow,
Mary Dunbar, Kahlil Seren, Cheryl L.
Stephens and Michael N. Ungar. Jason
Stein was absent. The meeting lasted from

7:36to 8:26 p.m.

FutureHeights CDC partnership
Based on the recommendations of a work-
ing group formed in 2017, council voted
to authorize the city manager to negotiate
the terms of the city’s involvement in the
evolution of FutureHeights into a community
development corporation (CDC) for the
city. The resulting agreement will require
separate authorization from council.

System for ranking schools

Council heard the first reading of a resolu-
tion urging the governor, legislature and
Ohio Department of Education to revise
the way schools and school districts are
ranked to more accurately reflect public
school performance. The current version
of the resolution requests that this be
done through a process that meaningfully
involves parents, school board members,
civic leaders, school administrators and
other school patrons. The city manager is
working with the school district to further
customize the language of the resolution
to the Cleveland Heights-University district,
so changes will likely be made before the
next council meeting.

Rejection of House Bill 512

Council approved support of the March
20 resolution passed by the Cleveland
Heights-University Heights Board of Edu-
cation that rejects House Bill 512, which
would transfer most of the powers of the
elected state board of education and
department of education to a governor-
appointed cabinet agency. Council agrees
with the school board that passage of
H.B.512 would go against the CH-UH
school district’s interests by significantly
decreasing accountability and transpar-
ency concerning public education in the
state of Ohio.

Immigration Task Force

Council established an Immigration Task
Force to identify and examine immigra-
tion issues, including those related to civil
immigration enforcement that affects the
city, its residents and its employees. The
task force will also examine any possible
future actions to be taken by the city in
response to the issues identified. The task
force will give council a written summary
of its findings and recommendations, if
any, by July 31. The task force will have
nine members, including the police chief,
city manager (or designee), and mayor.
Members will also include the following,
all appointed by the mayor: a member of
council; a member of the Ohio Patrolmen’s
Benevolent Association (OPBA) who is a
classified service captain, lieutenant, or ser-
geant in Cleveland Heights; a member of
the OPBA who is a classified police officer
or unclassified service basic patrol officer in
Cleveland Heights; and three city residents:
1) a member of an immigration advocacy
group, or other similar group; 2) a resident
concerned about immigration issues; and
3) a resident familiar with immigration
and/or constitutional law. Members will
be appointed to serve until July 31, 2018,
with no compensation. Vacancies will be
filled by mayoral appointment.

LWV Observer: Katherine Solender.

Look for earlier and often expanded
postings of meeting summaries on-

line at www.heightsobserver.org.

See disclaimer on page 8.
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COMMUNITY NEWS

Boss Dog hosts Officer Jason West
scholarship fundraiser on May 20

Lita Gonzalez

Boss Dog Brewery on Lee Road in
Cleveland Heights will host the 2018
Officer Jason West Memorial Schol-
arship Mega Raffle event on Sunday,
May 20, from 5 to 8 p.m. The annual
event raises money for the Officer
Jason West Memorial Scholarship.
Raffle tickets are $2 and can be pur-
chased from any committee member
or at the event on May 20.

Officer Jason West, a Cleveland
Heights police officer, was shot and
killed on May 26, 2007, as he exited
his patrol car when responding to a dis-
turbance call. “When Jason was killed,
this city lost not only a dedicated po-
lice officer, but also a very dear friend
and neighbor,” said Liz Radivoyevitch,
co-chair of the Scholarship Selection
Committee. “Officer Jason West was
a hero, not because of the way he
died, but because of the way he chose
to live his life—as a devoted son and
brother, and loyal friend; as a mentor
and role model to young adults in the
community; and as a dedicated police
officer. Protecting and serving the city
of Cleveland Heights was something
that Jason did willingly each and every
day he put his uniform on.”

After West was killed, Cleveland
Heights residents and businesses,
along with family, friends and fellow
officers, established the Officer Jason
D. West Memorial Scholarship as a
way of honoring West’s memory and
his dedicated service as a police of-
ficer. It is a two-year scholarship that
is awarded each year to a graduating
senior from the Criminal Justice Pro-
gram at Heights High, who plans on
pursuing a career in law enforcement
or criminal justice, and who exem-
plifies West’s dedication as a police
officer. Recipients receive the second
part of their scholarship after they

COURTESY LITA GONZALEZ

Jason D. West

complete their first year in college.

“Through the scholarship, Off1-
cer West continues to serve as a role
model to young adults by providing
financial assistance to a Heights High
student pursuing a profession in
criminal justice or a law enforcement
career,” said Radivoyevitch.

Contributions can also be mailed
to: The Officer Jason D. West Memo-
rial Scholarship Fund, c/o the Trea-
surer’s Office, Cleveland Heights-
University Heights City School
District, 2155 Miramar Boulevard,
University Heights, OH, 44118.
Checks should be made payable
to “Cleveland Heights-University
Heights City School District,” and
include “Jason D. West Scholarship”
on the memo line.

For more information, contact
Scholarship Selection Commit-
tee member Lita Gonzalez at 216-
410- 4577, or visit the scholarship’s
Facebook page, www.facebook.com/
jasonwestscholarship/.

Lita Gonzalez, who bas lived in Cleve-
land Heights since 1995, has written
a book about researching her family
bistory.

CHICKENS continved from page 1

to show support for a neighbor who
lives two doors away and wants to
keep chickens in her backyard. “I
think that the ordinance does a good
job of addressing the concerns that
were raised,” she said.

The ordinance states that the
chicken-keeping area must be kept in
“good repair, maintained in a clean and
in a sanitary condition, and free of ver-
min, obnoxious smells and substances.”

The ordinance also states that the
facility “must not create a nuisance
or disturb neighboring residents due
to noise, odor, damage or threats to
public health.” No sale of eggs or
slaughtering of chickens is permit-
ted. Similar regulations regarding
sanitation and nuisances are in place
in Cleveland Heights.

A key issue in the debates was
the minimum setback of chicken
coops from other properties. The
final ordinance requires that chicken
coops and chicken runs be set back
at least 20 feet from any house, 10
feet from any side yard line, and 3
feet from an adjacent rear lot. The
ordinance requires that chickens be
kept in coops each day from dusk to

dawn, and that the chicken-keeping
area be enclosed by fencing.

The University Heights ordi-
nance requires that any resident
requesting a permit to keep chickens
take a course in chicken keeping from
either The Ohio State University Ex-
tension or Cleveland MetroParks, or
some other source approved by the
public safety director.

The ordinance sets a limit of 25
chicken-keeping permits that can be
issued and in effect at any one time.

Meadowbrook Boulevard resi-
dent Laura Francis tried unsuccess-
fully last year to obtain a variance to
keep chickens in her backyard. Now
that the new law is in place, Francis
said that she will submit an applica-
tion for a special use permit.

The city will review the ordinance
and its implementation in February
2019 to determine whether it should
be retained, amended or repealed.

Robert Brown is a city planner with more than
40 years of experience, including nine years as
Clevelands city planning director. A resident
of Cleveland Heights for 40-plus years, Brown
serves on the board of FutureHeights.

PRESERVATION continued from page 1

the Shakers to Shaker Heights
Park: The Curious History of
‘Why A Part of Cleveland Heights
Once Called Itself ‘The Real
Shaker Heights’

Speaker: Virginia Dawson

Learn about the history of
North Union, the sale of the Shaker
property, and the role of the Van
Sweringen brothers in developing
the old Shaker property located
along both sides of Doan Brook.
[Heights Libraries Lee Road Branch,
2345 Lee Road.]

Saturday, May 12, 10 a.m. to
noon, Cleveland Heights Rocks
and Waters Tour 2018: Shaw
Brook Gulch

Tour guides: Roy Larick, Korbi Rob-
erts and Kara Hamley O’Donnell

Do you know Shaw Brook, the
city’s secret stream? Explore its sand-
stone gulch—once the Glen Allen
estate’s landscape centerpiece—and
learn about the long-gone home of
Elisabeth Severance Allen, John L.
Severance’s sister. It’s beauty where
least expected.

Reservations are required for
this tour, which will take place rain
or shine. Space is limited, and this
tour always fills up. To register, call
216-291-4878 after May 1. {Registered
participants will meet at Lutheran
High East parking lot, 1400 Yellow-
stone Road.}

Monday, May 21, 7 p.m., Why
Preservation?

Speaker: Margaret Lann, Cleveland
Restoration Society

‘What are the important archi-
tectural features on an older house?
What should be repaired rather than
replaced? This program looks at the
importance of taking a preservation
approach in our homes and neighbor-
hoods. It also highlights some com-
mon preservation blunders. [Heights
Libraries Lee Road Branch, 2345 Lee
Road.}

Saturday, June 2,10 a.m. to noon,
Cain Park Behind the Scenes
tour

Tour guides: Kara Hamley O’Donnell
and Ksenia Roshchakovsky, city of
Cleveland Heights staff

As we celebrate Cain Park’s
8oth anniversary, learn about Cain
Park’s rich history, its evolution and
its importance as the heart of Cleve-
land Heights’ arts community. You'll
get to see areas of the park usually
inaccessible to the public, including
the scene and costume shops, Evans
Amphitheater backstage and dress-
ing rooms, and work on the set and
lights for the 2018 musical in the Alma
Theater.

Reservations are required for
this tour, which will take place rain
or shine. To register, call 216-291-4878
after May 1. {Registered participants
will meet at the top of the Cain Park
sledding hill, on Taylor Road near
Superior Road.}

Kara Hamley O’Donnell works at the
Cleveland Heights Department of Plan-
ning & Development as the city’s bistoric
preservation planner.

NOBLE continved from page 1

also take place on Saturday, as will
plant and bake sales, and a “junk in
the trunk” opportunity for rummage
sellers to sell items from their auto-
mobiles at Noble Road Presbyterian
Church’s parking lot. Home Repair
Resource Center will host a tool sale,
facility tours and demonstrations.
Noble Neighborhood Library will be
the site of several activities, includ-
ing events hosted by resident Nepali
refugee families. The Book Bike will
circulate in the neighborhood, and
participants can find neighborhood
features, such as parks and commu-
nity gardens, using Munzee, a global
scavenger-hunt game.

The Cleveland Heights Police
Department will open the doors of
the Martin G. Lentz Police Academy:
Visitors will see the bomb squad,
robots and other safety gear. The his-
toric building, a former fire station,
also includes police equipment and
a history museum. Citizens Police
Academy graduates will be on hand
to talk about their role in the city, and
Precinct 3, the newly renovated home
for the police K-9 unit and com-
munity response team in the Noble
Nela business district, will welcome
visitors.

A new event this year will be
Talent of the Heights, a showcase of
local musicians. The music festival
will take place on the large vacant
lot in the Noble Nela Business Dis-
trict and will spotlight a variety of
musical genres from folk to gospel
to rhythm and blues. Businesses

in the district will participate in
the festival with food specials and
invitations to their shops. Local en-
trepreneurs will have tables on-site,
there will be activities for children,
and Central Bible Baptist Church
will offer free car washes.

Many residents will host yard
sales. All residents are welcome to
host a yard sale at their home or
participate in the sale at Noble Road
Presbyterian. Those interested in
being included on the event map
should send a message to noble-
neighbors@gmail.com, with their
address, by May 11. Instructions on
how to list your high-demand items
on free websites will be provided.

Real estate professionals will
host open houses for Noble-area
homes on Sunday, May 20. Potential
buyers can walk through a variety
of houses, including colonials, bun-
galows, ranches, and grand homes
developed by the Van Sweringens.
Housing in Noble fits every need,
from growing families to one- or
two-person households and those
seeking homes where they can “age
in place.” Now is the time to buy in
Noble. Home values have risen sig-
nificantly since the first real estate
fair in 2014.

To find details about the 2018 We
Are Noble events and interactive and
printable maps, visit www.nobleneigh-
bors.com.

Brenda H. May is one of the leaders of
Noble Neighbors.
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Shari Nacson

Asked to describe Rebecca’s Gift,
Heights eighth-grader Carolyn Meyer
said, “It’s an organization that sends
families on their first vacation after
the death of a child.” Meyer and two
classmates are currently doing an In-

- sticky windows
- broken ropes

- cracked glass
- Weather

(216) 321-7229
mjmwindowrestoration.com

COMMUNITY NEWS

ternational Baccalaureate (IB) project
to raise funds for Rebecca’s Gift. The
project will culminate with an ice
cream social fundraiser on Sunday, May
27, 5-8 p.m., at Ben & Jerry’s at Fair-
mount Circle, in University Heights.

This is not the first time that
Meyer has raised funds for the non-
profit. In 2017, she raised $4,700
through her Bat Mitzvah project—
enough money to pay for two be-
reaved families to reconnect through
travel.

Rebecca’s Gift was inspired by
the way Meyer and her brother, Josh,
reconnected with their parents dur-
ing a trip eight months after their
sister Rebecca died.

Traveling as a family of four, not
five, was hard. Meyer’s mother, Kat,
explained that—due to the grief
process—she was not yet able to plan
an itinerary, so the kids mapped out
destinations, including six Ripley’s
Believe It Or Not museums, snow
tubing, and The Titanic Museum.

The trip was an opportunity for
the family to reconnect, and for the
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This image of her brother Josh (age 7), with
souvenirs, reminds Carolyn Meyer (age 13)
how a getaway helped her own family connect
amidst bereavement.

kids to get one-on-one attention that
they really needed. This became the
spark that led to Rebecca’s Gift—
helping other grieving families by lift-
ing the burden of itinerary planning,
helping them get over the hurdle of
the first trip after the death of a child,
and focusing on joy and connection
for the surviving siblings.

If you can attend only one Flower Show this spring —

make it a visit to d’fb @rﬁg‘ﬂf

Open House & Flower Show
Saturday & Sunday May 19-20 * 10AM-4PM

A Garden Club of America Flower. Show

presented by Shaker Lakes Garden Club

featuring

“The Flowers that Bloom in the Spring”

Horticulture = Botanical Arts = Photography

Floral Design = Conservation & Education

Free » Open to the Public = Tours available

McGregor =14900 Private Drive = Cleveland 44112

[just North of Mayfield & Lee Rd] 216.851.8200
Supporting Seniors in Need and Those Who Serve Them

URTESY MEYER FAMILY

Heights teen helps other bereaved families

In talking about the nonprofit’s
mission, Meyer explained why the
focus is on bereaved siblings. Amidst
the grief, “siblings feel invisible,” she
said. “The vacation helps you feel
more part of the family.”

Families who have received
vacations from Rebecca’s Gift have
echoed Meyer’s observation: Siblings
of terminally ill children struggle with
lack of attention when parents are
focused on medical crises.

“Whoever I spent time with,
someone didn’t get attention,” said
Jennifer Jones, whose son Isaac died in
2015. Intentionally spending vacation
time together after such a profound
loss was pivotal. “Staying busy is how
we coped when he was sick,” said
Jones. “There are parts of the grieving
process that require more focus. The
trip took away distractors and allowed
us to focus on it in a good way.”

As part of giving the vacation,
Rebecca’s Gift arranges all of the
trip details and, when possible, meets
with the recipient family. The presen-
tation of the gift is a special moment.
Jones recalled that when it came time
to meet with the Meyer family for the
trip to be announced, her twin boys
and daughter were “too excited to
eat.”

Connecting with another be-
reaved family is also a comfort—one
that seems reciprocal. Meyer noticed
that she has grown from being part of
these moments, and said, “It was eye-
opening. I realized that our situation
isn’t the only one around us.”

Working together to give this op-
portunity to other families has been
meaningful for each Meyer family
member. “No matter how alone you
feel, your parents are there for you
and are thinking about you,” said
Meyer.

Founded in 2015, Rebecca’s Gift
provides bereaved families with
their first vacation after the death
of a child. To date, five families have
received trips via Rebecca’s Gift. Visit
www.rebeccasgift.org to learn more.

Mostly a mom, Shari Nacson, LISW-S,
is a freelance editor, child development
specialist, and nonprofit consultant who
makes ber bome in Cleveland Heights.
More than anything, Nacson is inspired
by kids and adults who build connection
through kindness.

Free books mailed
to your young child!

If your child is
4 years old or younger
And lives in
44106, 44120, CH-UH,
East Cle., Euclid or Shaker, visit

heightsfamily.org

for registration information
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Jill Barr remembered for her kmdness cmd compassion

Krissy Dietrich Gallagher

Jill Barr’s smile was legendary. Spread-

ing from her mouth to her eyes, that
smile was quick to be offered to
anyone who needed it. Her gentle
kindness, her bottomless well of gen-
erosity, marked a life that was much
too short.

The University Heights mother
of three died from complications of
pneumonia in early March, at the age
of 47. But Barr’s legacy lives on in the
community that she touched with her
grace, selflessness and authenticity.

“I think Jill had a genuine connec-
tion with every person she met,” said
friend Kristen Sears. “She did things
quietly, but she impacted so many
people in so many different ways.”

From her work as special projects
coordinator at Cleveland Heights’
Church of the Saviour (CoT9), to
her fierce advocacy of CH-UH pub-
lic schools, to her role as honorary
mother (and chauffeur) to countless
people’s children, Barr “did the work
of five people, at least,” said Sears.

“If she could have volunteered
24 hours a day, seven days a week,
she would have,” said the Rev. Andy
Call of CoTS. “She was a force in her
community.”

The gaping hole caused by Barr’s
death has reverberated from her
hometown in central Michigan to her
friends from Albion College, where
she studied English, and across this
wide community. But nowhere has
that loss been felt more profoundly

Jill Barr

than in the Edgerton Road home she
shared with Rob, her husband of 20
years, and their three children.

Barr’s older daughter, Helen, de-
scribed her as “the most caring person
I've ever known.” And 12-year-old Tom
said, “My mom taught me niceness.”

That sentiment was echoed over
and over again by friends, colleagues
and even mere acquaintances. Rob
was overwhelmed to discover just how
many people’s lives Jill had touched.
The countless visitors during the
three weeks she spent in intensive care
“really impacted her care,” said Rob.
“I feellike the doctors and nurses saw
what an integral part of her commu-
nity she was.”

Barr coordinated volunteer tutors
at Canterbury Elementary School,
which all three of her children at-
tended, and ran the Upward basket-
ball program at CoT'S. “She didn’t give
a hoot about sports,” said Call. “But

COURTESY KRISSY DIETRICH GALLAGHER
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Emily, Helen and Tom Barr on the first day of
school, August 2017.

she saw this as another way of bring-
ing people together.”

Bringing people together was
perhaps what Barr did best. Her
willingness to help—to watch other
people’s kids, to offer a word of
encouragement, to gather in cele-
bration—“this was just the kind of
woman she was,” said longtime friend
Carole Dooner. “Just knowing Jill
made you a better person.”

Rob and his children are drawing
on their memories of Barr’s boundless
energy and kindness to help them car-
ry on. Helen and Tom both attended
the middle school Model United Na-
tions competition in Columbus mere
days after their mother’s funeral,
eager for normalcy and not wanting
to let their teammates down. Their

10-year-old sister, Emily, performed
in Heights Youth Theater’s “The
Wizard of Oz” that very weekend. “I
felt nervous at first,” said Emily. “But

FINE CROCOLHTES
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2285 Lee Rd. Cleveland Heights, Ohio
Mother’s Day is Sunday, May 13th. Come visit us for a special Open House 10am-7pm,

JILL BARR

singing and dancing helped me feel
joyful.”

Joyful is the perfect word to
describe Barr’s approach to life, and
she was surrounded by friends, family,
music, faith and laughter, up to the
very end. “There was always a play-
ful side to Jill,” said Rob. She gave
so much to so many, but she too was
enriched by that engagement. The
love she gave so freely came back to
her in spades.

Her family will continue to make
music together and will return to
some of their favorite spots, including
the shores of northern Lake Michi-
gan. But Rob knows he has a tough
road ahead of him. “I want them to
be well-balanced, good people,” he
said of his children. “I just hope this
won'’t negatively affect their ability to
love.”

Those who knew Barr are com-
mitted to carrying on her legacy:
engaging more with their neighbors,
making time to connect with friends,
stepping up whenever they see a need.
But some holes—and some roles—
won't be so easily filled.

“I wanted to give her grandchil-
dren,” said Helen. “She would have
loved that.”

Krissy Dietrich Gallagher is a longtime
resident of Cleveland Heights, a graduate of
the Heights schools and a former Coventry
School teacher. She is a freelance journal-
ist under contract with the CH-UH City
School District, and is proud to raise her
two sons in this community.

celebrating Mom the only way we know how — with Mitchell’s Fine Chocolates....
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COMMUNITY NEWS

Peace Lutheran hosts “We Are Noble’ events

Don King

Peace Lutheran Church, 3740 May-
field Road, will host several activities
in support of Noble Neighbors’ We
Are Noble weekend in mid-May.

On Saturday, May 19, from 11
a.m. to I p.m., guests will be welcome
at a cookout lunch in the church’s
front yard. The light lunch will be
free and open to anyone participating
in the weekend events throughout
the community.

At the same time, the congre-
gation will open its “baby shop” to
young families. They will be invited
to choose free clothing items for
their children, up to size 6X. The
baby shop is also open every Tues-
day morning from 10 a.m. to noon,
but more clothing will be made
available on this special Saturday.

On Sunday, May 20, follow-
ing its 10 a.m. worship service, the
congregation will host the annual
Oxford Elementary Art Show in its
upper lounge. Families and young
artists are welcome to view all the
art submitted at a social hour of ice
cream bars and lemonade. The show
will get underway at approximately
I1:40 a.m.

Peace Lutheran Church, www.
peacelutheran-clebts.org, is located just
east of Severance Town Center on
Mayfield Road.

The Rev. Don King is pastor of Peace
Lutheran Church on Mayfield Road and
an active participant in the Heights inter-
faith community. He has served in local
congregations since 1999 and bas lived in
Cleveland Heights since 1985.

OBSERVER continued from page 2
Preservation Planner Kara Hamley
O’Donnell estimated that 9o percent
of CH homes and 50 percent of CH
commercial buildings were over 50
years old and might be eligible for
listing in the National Register of
Historic Places. At that time, CH
had eight National Register historic
districts, and the article listed four
more potential districts in CH and
one in UH. Today, three of those
four CH districts have now been
listed, as has one additional district,
Grant Deming’s Forest Hill. What’s
amazing is that most of the districts
were nominated by residents who
initiated the research for their neigh-
borhood, wrote the nomination and
shepherded it through the arduous
state process.

Heights residents have great
pride in their neighborhoods. Cel-
ebrating the rich history isn’t so much
about mourning what has been lost,
but rather recognizing that great
change has taken place. The Heights

is constantly renewing and reinvent-

ing itself—welcoming new people as
we appreciate the contributions of
those who have come before.

Deanna Bremer Fisher is executive di-
rector of FutureHeights and publisher of
the Heights Observer. To commemorate
the 10-year anniversary of the Heights
Oébserver, we are taking a look back at
stories that appeared in these pages from
2008 through 2017.

Heights Observer

needs volunteers

FutureHeights publishes the
Heights Observer and delivers it
throughout Cleveland Heights
and University Heights on or
around the first of every month.
Volunteers are needed to assist
with deliveries to local business-
es and institutions. Most routes
take about an hour to complete.
For more information, contact
FutureHeights at 216-320-1423 or
info@futureheights.org.

Stream on demand

Local news that speaks to you
Catch the HeightsNow podcast from WICU

Hear it live

Mon — 7 am Thur — 3 pm
Tue — 10 am Fri—4 pm
Wed — 1 pm

wjcu.org/media/heights-now

o
2OrNN

HEIGHTS OBSERVER

Thursday 3-7pm

MAY 10

@700 Beta

Business card req'd for admission.
Professional attire is requested.
Children will not be admitted.

hrcc.org/expo

Ampyour

It's CLE's most energizing
B2B networking experience

HRCC
BUSINESS

EXPO

COURTESY HEIGHTS BICYCLE COALITIONI

Volunteers from Hirobel, Two One Fix Bicycle and Heights Bicycle Coalition provide the mechani-
cal services for the Coventry Bike Tune-Up Day, coming on June 2.

May is Bike Month in the Heights

LIFE CYCLE

L
£

Heights Bicycle Coalition

Since 2010, Cleveland Heights has
joined with cities nationwide to
celebrate May as National Bike
Month.

Activities take place in and
around Cleveland Heights and
University Heights throughout
the month, including Bike to
Work Week from May 15 to 18, and
the Ride of Silence—a memorial
that honors those injured or killed
while riding their bicycles—on
May 16.

“Biking has been on the
rise in the past few years in our
community and across Northeast
Ohio,” said Steve Reinhardt,
Cleveland Heights resident
and head of Heights Bicycle
Coalition (HBC), which plays
a major role in organizing Bike
Month in Cleveland Heights.
“Bike Month is one way we can
spread the word about the safety
of cycling, the health benefits of
riding and the fun that biking
can provide.”

On May 9, all Cleveland
Heights-University Heights public
schools and some private and
parochial schools will take part
in Walk or Bike to School Day.
Walking or biking to school is
a good way to get exercise, and
children and adolescents should get
60 or more minutes of exercise each
day, according to the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention.
Research also shows that children
who walk or bike to school arrive
more ready to sit down and learn
than children who get a ride to
school.

Bike to Work Week concludes
with Bike to Work Day on Friday,
May 18. That morning, from 7 to
9 a.m., HBC provides free coffee,
courtesy of Phoenix Coffee, and

home-baked oatmeal cookies
at the corner of Edgehill and
Overlook roads—Northeast
Ohio’s most traveled commuter
bike route.

The May 16 Ride of Silence—a
worldwide coordinated event—
takes place each year on the
third Wednesday in May.
Heights-area bicyclists depart
from John Carroll University’s
(JCU) southeast parking lot
at 7 p.m. and finish in front of
University Hospitals on Adelbert
Road in University Circle, where
they are joined for a memorial
observation at about 7:30 p.m.
by riders coming from the Free
Stamp sculpture in downtown
Cleveland. Along the route from
JCU, the eastside ride progresses
west along Fairmount Boulevard
to North Park Boulevard, then
down Grandview Avenue to
drop off flowers where Cleveland
Orchestra bassist Charles Barr
died in a bicycle accident in 2006.

Bike Month in the Heights
wraps up on June 2 with Bike
Tune-Up Day at the Coventry
Courtyard on the northwest
corner of Coventry Road and
Euclid Heights Boulevard. This
free event runs from 11 a.m. to I
p-m. Experts from Hirobel, Two
One Fix Bicycle, and HBC will
be on hand to assess bicycles
and make minor repairs. This
event, presented with support
from Coventry Village Special
Improvement District, is first-
come, first-served, so attendees
are advised to arrive early—and
no later than 12:30 p.m.

For more information on
Bike Month, or to get involved
in bicycle advocacy, visit www.
bikesinthebeights.org.

Heights Bicycle Coalition is a 501(c)3
nonprofit dedicated to educating
and encouraging Heights community
members to use bicycles as a sustainable
and bealthy form of transportation and
recreation. This article was written
by Jamison Babb and members of the
coalition’s communications committee.
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HEIGHTS SCHOOLS

fabric - patterns - ribbon - stitch parties

COURTESY CH-UH CITY SCHOOL DISTRICT

Ten Heights High seniors are OPOTA certified. Back row (from left): Darryl Collins, Jumal Fisher,
Kyle Mattox, Jetayzia Lee and Rashawn Creer. Front row: Tajah Simmons, Marie Carstarphen,

Maya Sparks, Maya Stevenson and Armonni Whittiker.

Joy Henderson

Ten seniors in the Heights High
Criminal Justice program have re-
ceived Ohio Peace Officers Training
Academy (OPOTA) certification.
Students also earned college credits
from Tri-C Community College and
Bryant & Stratton College.

OPOTA is part of Heights
High’s Career and Technical Educa-
tion program, and is taught by Com-
mander Johnnie Lemons, a retired
Ohio State Patrol trooper.

The certification qualifies stu-
dents for employment in private
security. Additional certifications
earned by the students are in CPR,
first aid, automated external defibril-
lator, and 12 sections of the Federal
Emergency Management Agency.

A partnership with the two col-
leges grants students up to 23 Tri-C
credits and up to 19 Bryant & Strat-
ton credits.

Joy Henderson is the parent/community
liaison for Heights High.

Alum Taylor Pickens is new soccer coach

Scott Wortman

Taylor Pickens,
a Cleveland
Heights High
School alumna
and two-time
Lake Erie League
(LEL) Player of
the Year, is re-
turning to her
alma mater as head girls soccer coach.

COURTESY CH-UH CITY SCHOOL DISTRICT

Taylor Pickens

“We are excited to announce
the hiring of Taylor as our new girls
soccer coach,” said Athletic Direc-
tor Joe D’Amato. “Taylor brings a
wealth of knowledge and experience
across many levels in the sport. Her
commitment to building a program
within our community and the suc-
cess she’s had previously bodes well
for the future of our girls soccer
program. We are excited to welcome
another Tiger alum back home!”

Pickens is a 2007 graduate of
Heights High, where she starred
on the soccer team 2003-06. A

four-year starter, she earned LEL
Player of the Year honors as a junior
and as a senior. Pickens was a two-
time state club champion with the
Cleveland Cobras Soccer Club, and
participated in the Olympic Devel-
opment Program. Pickens went on
to play collegiately at Youngstown
State University, 2007-11.

Pickens has spent the past two
seasons as the head girls soccer
coach at Euclid High School. She
has also coached with the Eastside
Kickers Soccer Club and is currently
coaching with the Ohio Premier
Futbol Club. In 2015, Pickens was
Heights High junior varsity coach
under veteran coach Paul Eyre.

Pickens holds a bachelor’s degree
in criminal justice from Youngstown
State and is currently pursuing a
Master of Arts in Education from
Ursuline College.

Scott Wortman is the supervisor of com-
munications for the Cleveland Heights-
University Heights City School District.

Cosmopolitan
Dermatology

MEDICAL | SURGICAL | COSMETIC

Adult and Pediatric Dermatology

Cosmetic Dermatology: Botox®, Juvederm®,

Microneedling & Chemical peels

Hair Loss Center offering PRP treatments

Angela O. Kyei,
MD, MPH, FAAD
Board Certified
Dermatologist

Laser treatments, including hair removal,

spider veins and more
SAME-DAY APPOINTMENTS

2323 Lee Rd, Cleveland Heights

216-417-3250

www. cosmodermatology.com

2026 Murray Hill Road, Little Ttaly
open Tuesday - Saturday 11am - 6pm

boltandspool.com &

Privileged

to help.

We're honored to serve this community for 25 years.
My staff and | look forward to many more with you.
Thank you for your continued support and business.
Get to a better State”. Get State Farm.

betsywarner.com
CALL ME TODAY.
o StateFarm’
1211030 State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

Betsy Warner, Agent

2491 Lee Blvd

Cleveland Heights, OH 44118
Bus: 216-932-6900

BREMEC:

Garden, Center
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Buy16 ‘
May 9-15, 2018

Trees - Shrubs - Annuals - Tropicals
Perennials - Pottery - Fountains - Statuary
_Giﬂs & Décor - Treatments & Fertilizers

*Lowest Priced Iter.r'lvis 50% OFF. Mix & Match. Excludes
bulk, bagged goods, services, stone, gift cards, pond liner &
underlayment, quantity discounts and previous purchases.

Monday-Friday 8am-8pm
Saturday 8am-6pm
Sunday 9am-5pm

Photo courtesy of Proven Winners - www.provenwinners.com

13410 Cedar Rd. - www.bremec.com * 216-932-0039
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Project Lead the Way comes to CH-UH middle schools

Krissy Dietrich Gallagher

According to its website, Project
Lead the Way (PLTW) is a national
K-12 program designed to “engage
students in hands-on activities, proj-
ects, and problems; empower them
to solve real-world challenges; and
inspire them to reimagine how they
see themselves.”

Recently adopted as a course for
CH-UH middle school students, it
is offered as an elective for seventh-
and eighth-graders at Roxboro and
Monticello middle schools. Because
the two schools are currently op-
erating under one roof, the PLTW
classroom has combined as well, with
Amy Statler and Dianna Neal team-
teaching the classes.

According to Statler, PLTW
takes a human-centered approach,
and the projects are challenging. One
recent assignment asked students
to design an orthopedic shoe for a
patient with cerebral palsy who has
specific medical and lifestyle needs.

To kick off the orthopedic shoe
lesson, a specialist from the Veterans
Affairs Hospital visited the students
to talk about patients with cerebral
palsy and how shoes and orthopedic
devices can improve a person’s ability
to lead a fulllife. “The students really
had to think about what a patient
might need or want to do, and then
design the shoe specifically for {the
patientl. They were particularly in-
spired by the stories about children,”

said Statler.

In addition to mastering
the steps of the design pro-
cess, students learned how
hard it is to bring their ideas
to fruition. “I had a great
idea for the shoe project,”
said Jervon Cole, a seventh-
grader, “But I was focused
too much on comfort and
it didn’t help the person the
way I wanted it to.”

Eighth-grader Graham
Anderson-Reitz had a sim-
ilar experience, when he
designed a wallet for a class-
mate as a get-to-know-you
project at the beginning of the year.
“It turned out better in my head than
it did in real life,” he said.

Despite some real-world disap-
pointments, students are enthusiastic
about the class. Olivia Gettis said she
enrolled because she’s “more of a vi-
sual and hands-on learner than paper
and pencil.” Cole said he chose it be-
cause he “hopes to be an architect or
engineer or something of that nature”
when he grows up.

The course has changed how the
students look at the world around
them. Devyn Etling, a seventh-grader,
said, “You might look at an object and
think it was easy to build, but when
you actually break it down and think
about every little step, you realize how
much time and effort it took.”

Both teachers hope their stu-
dents will continue PLTW course-
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Students evaluate each other’s wallet designs.

work when they transition to the
high school, where it’s offered as
part of the Career and Technical
Education program, and includes
opportunities to earn college credit.
Meanwhile, Neal is excited for
the upcoming Pringles project, in
which students are asked to work
with peers to design packaging for
mailing a single Pringles potato chip,
with minimal damage to the chip.
“Students will mail their Prin-
gle {to a school in Californial where
it will be evaluated based on the
amount of damage the chip sus-

COURTESY CH-UH CITY SCHOOL DISTRICT

tained. Then we’ll receive their Prin-
gles and have the chance to evaluate
the effectiveness of their packaging
designs,” explained Neal.

Because the course is project-
based, students often work in groups
and use their hands to manipulate
materials that have been donated or
purchased with grant dollars.

Jack Keller appreciates the fact
that the teachers “trust us to use real
tools, like Exacto-knives” and that
students have the opportunity to take
apart and explore everything from old
telephones to computer towers.

The door to the classroom is of-
ten open to the hallway, and Statler
reports that many students walk
by and poke their heads in to ask,
“What'’re you guys doing in there?”
This brief glimpse at their friends
and classmates engaged in designing,
building, and exploring is the best
possible recruitment tool for Project
Lead the Way.

Krissy Dietrich Gallagher, a longtime
resident of Cleveland Heights, is a former
district teacher and a freelance journalist
under contract with the CH-UH City
School District. A longer version of this
article appeared at www.chub.org.

Meeting highlights

MARCH 20, 2018

Board President Jim Posch, Vice President
Jodi Sourini, and board members Dan
Heintz, Malia Lewis and Beverly Wright
were present, as were Superintendent Talisa
Dixon and Treasurer Scott Gainer. Minor-
ity Student Achievement Network (MSAN)
students and administrative staff from the
middle school also attended. The meeting
was called to order at 7 p.m. and was ad-
journed at 9 p.m.

MSAN report
MSAN students reported on the MSAN Na-
tional Student Conference, which they host-
ed Oct. 18-21, 2017. The national group of
more than 33,000 students, established in
1999 with Heights as one of the 15 found-
ers, works fo close the achievement gap
among diverse groups across the United
States. The network’s goals are to encour-
age more minority students to seek out and
take advanced and AP courses, and enroll
in early college courses. Heights students
meet after school every two weeks to dis-
cuss issues pertaining to African Americans,
such as kneeling during the national anthem.
They have the support and encouragement
of staff, and attend a summer boot camp.
The conference was held at the Beach-
wood DoubleTree hotel, with 260 students
from 21 school districts attending. The vari-
ous chapters discussed their action plans,

Cleveland Heights University
Heights Board of Education

WV

LEAGUE OF
WOMEN VOTERS®

and visited Kent State, Cleveland State and
Case Western Reserve universities, as well
as the Rock & Roll Hall of Fame.

The students presented strategies fo
develop positive attitudes toward studies,
including service opportunities, mentoring,
and connecting with middle schools. They
told the board that minority student enroll-
ment has increased in upper-level classes.

Middle school discipline and security
Principals Jeff Johnson and Patrick McNich-
ols, and administrative staff presented strate-
gies to alleviate many discipline problems,
including a recent bomb threat, that have
arisen in the middle school. The security
plan was discussed. Parent and PTA involve-
ment, additional staffing, staff professional
development, and working with disruptive
students were all mentioned as aspects of
potential strategies. Alternative educational
sites for some students are being studied.
The district wants the public to know it is lis-
tening, but much work must be done.

LWV Observer: Lillian Houser.

Look for earlier and often expand-

ed postings of meeting summaries
online at www.heightsobserver.

org. See disclaimer on page 8.

Cox

UENCE"™
Where J cycling and yoga meet

"Best workout studio I've ever found! They push you hard but make
you feel comfortable and at home. Great for body and soul!”

New CLIENT
WELCOME
PACKAGE!
5-class pack

for $50
($75 value)

—JAMIE S.

confluencecycleyoga.com | 216-965-0310 | 1846 Coventry Road, Cleveland Heights, Ohio 44118

Heights Observer May 1, 2018

16

www.heightsobserver.org



Coventry library hosts chlldren s author Terri Libenson

Jay Rosen

Local author and illustrator Terri
Libenson will read from and discuss
her new book, Positively Izzy, at the
Coventry Village branch of Heights
Libraries on Wednesday, May 9, at
7 p-m. The event is part of Heights
Libraries’ Cedar-Coventry Author
Series, in partnership with Mac’s
Backs - Books on Coventry.

In the following Q-and-A, Liben-
son speaks about her writing process,
tavorite authors, and her upcoming
book:

Q: How would you describe
your new book, Positively Izzy? A:
It’s a spin-off of Invisible Emmie. Both
books are set in the same school and
town, but this one stars two new
characters: Brianna, Emmie’s best
friend, and Izzy, a new character I've
introduced. These girls have different
personalities, kind of like Emmie and
Katie. Briis smart and bookish, while
Izzy is a dreamer who loves playact-
ing. Like Invisible Emmie, Positively
Izzy also takes place over the course
of a day, but this time it focuses on
the school talent show.

Q: What inspires you to write
for middle-grade readers? A: It re-
ally seems to come naturally. I think
there’s just a big part of me that is
kidlike. Plus, I can remember how I
felt at that age, which helps.

Q: Were you initially drawn
more to writing or illustrating? Do
you ever find it challenging to work
with multiple mediums? A: I grew
up thinking I would become an art-
ist. I loved drawing. But over time, I
grew to love writing just as much, if

Terri Libenson and her books, Invisible Emmie and Positively Izzy.

not more so. Cartooning and writing
graphic novels combines my love for
both. It’s always challenging, but it’s
my favorite way to express myself.

Q: Tell us a bit about “The Pa-
jama Diaries.” What inspired you
to start the {comic stripl series,
and how did you go about creating
such relatable characters? A: I tend
to write what I know, so I came up
with the concept when I was a young,
multitasking working mom (now I’'m
an old multitasking working mom).
I wanted to create a character that
modern parents who were juggling
these crazy lives could really relate to.
That’s how the comic strip was born.
I absolutely love doing it, and letting
the characters age in real time keeps
the material fresh.

Q: Do you have any advice for as-
piring illustrators and storytellers? A:
Be patient and persistent. It took me
10 years on and off to get syndicated.
Also, practice. (Check out all these
“p” words!) Take art lessons, writing
lessons, and learn how to self-edit.
I worked as a humorous greeting
card writer for a long time, and that
helped me develop all those skills. It
has helped me so much as both an

What’s going on at your library?

Coventry Village Branch
1925 Coventry Road, 216-321-3400

Wednesday, May 9, 7-8:30 p.m.
Cedar-Coventry Author Series: Terri
Libenson. Terri Libenson, cartoonist,
author and troublemaker, will read
from her new graphic novel, Positively
Izzy. Libenson is also the author of
Invisibly Emmie and cartoonist of the
internationally syndicated comic
strip “The Pajama Diaries.” A book
signing will follow the reading.

Lee Road Branch
2345 Lee Road, 216-932-3600

Monday, May 21, 7-8:30 p.m.

Tech Talk: Cutting the Cord. Lots of
people are “cutting the cord”™—get-
ting rid of cable in favor of Internet-
based ways to watch their favorite
shows. Learn about streaming
services (such as Netflix and Hulu),
ways of connecting these services to
your TV (such as Roku, Apple TV
and Fire Stick), and more. Registra-
tion opens on May 7.

Noble Neighborhood Branch
2800 Noble Road, 216-291-5665

Tuesday, May 22, 4—5 p.m.
Upcycle Inspiration. Be earth friend-
ly with style this spring. Par-

ticipants will create and challenge
themselves, using materials from
Upcycle Parts Shop, and will learn
about how to “reuse” better.

University Heights Branch
13866 Cedar Road, 216-321-4700

Tuesday, May 29, 6:30—8:30 p.m.
H.G. Wells Film Series: “The Time
Machine.” This program is part of
a monthly series showing film ver-
sions of some classic H.G. Wells
tales. (Part of Heights Libraries’
Silver Screen series.)

Celebrating
20 Years!

30 DAYS UNLIMITED YOGA
& BEGINNERS’ WORKSHOP
$59
(NEW LOCAL STUDENTS ONLY)

2319 Lee Road, Cleve. Hts.
(216) 371-9760

. www.atmacenter.com
P ATMA CENTE
YOGA FOR EVERY BODY

@atmacenter108 [ j/atmacenter

author and cartoonist. And most of
all, read! It helps to stay informed and
spark inspiration.

Q: Do you have a favorite time
or place to write? What helps you
tap into your creative side? A: I tend
to work best around mid-morning

COURTESY HEIGHTS LIBRARIES

to mid-afternoon. I definitely need
coffee to fuel me first thing. I like
writing in my office—maybe I'm just
so used to it. It’s usually quiet . . . and
close to the fridge.

Q: Who are some of your favor-
ite authors and illustrators? A: I'm all
over the place. No particular favor-
ite author or illustrator (too many),
but I can tell you what book genres
I love: graphic novels (for kids and
adults), nonfiction, and historical
fiction.

Q: What are you reading right
now? A: I'm reading a great book my
editor sent me, called Why Comics?
by Hillary Chute.

Jay Rosen is communications coordinator
at Heights Libraries.

Jlff.r ‘.-l"-(.l'

2266 Warrensville Center Rd. University Heights, OH 44118
(216) 371-5643 www.geracisrestaurant.com

EASTWOOD
FURNITURE

3451 Fairmount Blvd.
216-303-9862

Cleveland Heights, OH 44118
Tuesday-Saturday 10-5

www.eastwoodfurniture.com
f facebook.com/EastwoodFurniture

EVENT!
Through May 19

EASTWOOD
FURNITURE

NAGADA

clothing and accessories

May 8-12
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HEIGHTS SENIORS

Family. Farm Fresh. Felice.

o

12502 Larchmere
(216) 791-0918

www.leliceurbancafe.com A

PC Handyman

Onsite & Remote IT Support for Homes & Offices

¢ 216-236-8743 B
o Il

16-470-5417
i | info@pchandyman-cleveland .com

[n Parson: 2000 Lee Road #119
Cleveland Heights. OH. 44118

JOHN J.

GALLAGHER

for Common Pleas Court Judge

Assistant Cuyahoga County Prosecutor the last 30 years
Grand Jury Unit the last 16 years
Cleveland-Marshall College of Law, JD, 1986

LIFE LONG DEMOCRAT
EXPERIENCED! — QUALIFIED!

I Paid for by the Committee to Elect John J. Gallagher for Judge *Michael E. Gallagher, Treasurer 1500 Kings Way, Westlake, Ohio 44145 I

HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY

Reprinted from Funny Times. Cartoon by Hajo deReijger, Cagletoons.com

She’s your superhero, and ours.

Make her laugh with a subscription to Funny Times.
$26 for 12 monthly issues.

CALL 216.371.8600 xHOT OR GO TO FUNNYTIMES.COM

CH Senior Center News

Amy Jenkins

May is Older Americans Month, a
time for older adults to join together
with others in the community to
learn, socialize and celebrate. Each
year, the Cleveland Heights Senior
Activity Center (SAC) celebrates
this designation on the last Thursday
in May with an Older Americans
Month Forum.

The forum will take place on
Thursday, May 31, 1-3 p.m. Reserva-
tions are not necessary.

This years’ topic is Senior Safety,
and the event will feature presenta-
tions by Annette Mecklenburg,
Cleveland Heights police chief, and
Janet Montoya, MetroHealth’s com-
munity health and fall prevention
specialist. The program will begin
with a reading by the Cleveland
Heights poet laureate, and will con-
clude with light refreshments.

The forum is arranged by the
Cleveland Heights Commission on
Aging—an advisory group compris-
ing senior residents whose mission is
to advise city council on matters of
importance to seniors.

Past forum topics have included
Arts in the Heights, Women who
Lead and Inspire, and Housing Mat-
ters.

Other special events planned
for May include a presentation by
Eric Kish on the Genius of Leonard
Bernstein, on Wednesday, May 9, at
2 p.m.; a lunch and learn sponsored

by Judson Retirement Community
on Aging in Place, on Tuesday, May
15, at noon; a bus trip to Great Lakes
Theater to see a production of “Bee-
hive,” on Wednesday, May 16; and
much more. If you have never visited
SAC, plan to visit in May.

The senior center is closed on
May 8 for voting. Please remember
to vote!

SAC, located in the Cleveland
Heights Community Center at 1
Monticello Blvd., offers a variety
of programming for those 6o and
older, and is open Monday through
Friday, 8:30 a.m. to § p.m. A complete
schedule of programs is published in
the community center’s newsletter,
and available online at www.cleve-
landbeights.com.

SAC membership is $5 for Cleve-
land Heights residents. To sign up,
bring a recent piece of mail (such as
a bill) and a photo ID.

University Heights residents
who would like to join SAC must
first register with Patrick Grogan-
Myers, University Heights com-
munity development coordinator, at
216-932-7800, ext. 203, or pgrogan@
universityheights.com. Membership
is $10 for University Heights seniors.

Amy Fenkins is supervisor at the Cleveland

Heights Office on Aging and the Senior Ac-
trvity Center. She can bereached at 216-691-
7379 or by e-mail at ajenkins@clvbts.com.

UH Senior Happenings

Senior Happenings, sponsored by
the city of University Heights, are
open to all senior citizens. Events
take place on Thursdays at 2 p.m.
at the University Heights Library.
To receive the monthly schedule by
e-mail, call 216-932-7800, ext. 205,
or send an e-mail to info@universi-
tyheights.com.

May 3: Jacki Bon, marketing and
communications coordinator at the
Morgan Art of Papermaking Conser-
vatory and Eduational Foundation,
will highlight the conservatory’s
unique workshops, including callig-
raphy, pulp painting, the piano-hinge
book, folding origami corrugations,
and introduction to letterpress.

May 10: Teresa Muti, manager
of the Greater Cleveland Regional
Transit Authority’s Department of
Power and Way, will discuss what is
required to fix and maintain tracks,

switches, overhead power lines, and

ALk
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anything else necessary to keep the
trains running.

May 17: Richard Jones, admin-
istrator of Cuyahoga County Senior
and Adult Services, will describe
services and programs that enable
senior citizens to age successfully,
and preserve their dignity and in-
dependence. He'll explain why “one
call does it all” to the Senior Intake
Hotline (216-420-6700).

May 24: Kristin Warzocha,
president and CEO of the Greater
Cleveland Food Bank, will describe
the work of this vital lifeline for the
more than 327,000 Northeast Ohio-
ans who struggle with hunger.

May 31: Jesse Lange, director
of the Vocal Music Department at
Cleveland Heights High School, will
attend this week’s program, accom-
panied by Heights High’s 13-member
Boys Barbershoppers, winner of
international chorus competitions.

SERAUARE FEET OF SUPERVISED PLAY
weoum mar 210.291.0605 WWW.DOGTROPOLIS.NET
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HEIGHTS BUSINESS

Blush Boutique hosts Sip & Shop fundraisers

COURTESY SHARI NACSON

Blush Boutique owner Laurie Klopper has
helped raise more than $1,000 for local
nonprofits.

Shari Nacson

Looking for a meaningful way to
give back to the community, Blush
Boutique owner Laurie Klopper
recently launched a series of fund-
raisers that are a win-win for the

nonprofit and for the merchant.

For each Sip & Shop event,
Blush Boutique donates 20 percent
of the evening’s proceeds to the
designated nonprofit. The result
is a financial benefit for the non-
profit organization that also intro-
duces its supporters to a popular
local merchant that has been part
of the Coventry Village neighbor-
hood for almost nine years.

Blush Boutique offers a plea-
sant venue that—during Sip &
Shop events—features wine and
cheese, along with a carefully
curated selection of products that
include clothing, jewelry and ac-
cessories.

Participants have heralded the
events as a fun way to give back.

Carlita Skok, board secretary
of Heights Youth Theatre (HYT),
said, “It was the easiest fundraiser
we’ve ever done.” It was so success-
ful that the board of HYT hopes
to host another Sip & Shop in the
autumn.

YWCA honors

Dawn Hanson

The YWCA
of Greater
Cleveland
has named
Cleveland
Heights resi-
dent Mallo-
ry McMaster
a winner in
its 2018 Dis-
tinguished
Young Woman Awards, recognizing
her as one of 50 women between the
ages of 25 and 40 who are making a
difference in Northeast Ohio.

McMaster and the other
recipients will be profiled in the
YWCA’s annual Achieve magazine
and honored at an upcoming private
reception.

An accomplished nonprofit
leader and community organizer,
McMaster has experience in
communications, marketing,
engagement, storytelling and
advocacy. She is a sought-after
writer with an impressive portfolio
of pieces published in national
outlets such as Cosmopolitan, Teen
Vogue, The New York Times and Vice.

In 2017, McMaster joined
the Cleveland Heights-based
marketing communications firm
The Fairmount Group. As a strategy
consultant, she helps nonprofit
clients develop and execute strategic
social marketing plans and create and
refine communications campaign
content.

McMaster’s current nonprofit
leadership roles include serving as
a board member for NARAL Pro-
Choice America, the board chair
of NARAL Pro-Choice Ohio, an
abortion storyteller with We Testify,
and the event director of Pride in
the CLE, an annual Pride festival
hosted by the LGBT Community

COURTESY DAWN HANSON

Mallory McMaster

CH’s McMaster

Center of Greater Cleveland.

Prior to The Fairmount
Group, McMaster served as the
outreach and advocacy coordinator
at Preterm, a nationwide leader
in compassionate women’s and
reproductive healthcare, where
she led a nationally recognized
campaign to destigmatize abortion
care through multi-level advertising,
coalition building, grassroots and
volunteer engagement and political
advocacy.

Earlier, she led employee
engagement programs, monitored
quality initiatives and supported
nursing education and onboarding
as the assistant to the director of
nursing at the Cleveland Clinic
Foundation.

Dawn Hanson is the founder and
president of The Fairmount Group.
She lives in Cleveland Heights with
ber busband and dog. She serves on the
board of NARAL Pro-Choice Ohbio
and is president of the Textile Art
Alliance of the Cleveland Museum
of Art.

Zoma,

Ethiopian Restaurant

2240 Lee Rd., Cleveland Heights

“Once you taste - you are ours”

. Meat (Lamb, Chicken, Beef)

. Vegetarian Dishes (kale, chickpea,

lentils, cabbage, green beans, carrot)

. Coffee ceremony

. Gluten Free options

We cater for all your events (office/private)

To date, Blush has raised more
then $1,000 for local nonprofits
that have included The Leukemia
Lymphoma Society, the Heights
High Hockey Team, Heights
Youth Theatre, and Cleveland
State Law Review.

Contact Laurie Klopper at
216-721-5319 if you would like to
host a Sip & Shop event for your
nonprofit.

Mostly a mom, Shari Nacson, LISW-S,
is a freelance editor, child development
specialist, and nonprofit consultant
who makes ber home in Cleveland
Heights. More than anything, Nacson
is inspired by kids and adults who build

connection through kindness.

T

UsToN RoOF & MASONRY

Installations - Maintenance - Repairs

216-371-5944

- Slate and tile repairs & replacement
- Tear-offs & Shingles

- Gutters and downspouts installed

- Chimney and step tuck-pointing

- Flat roof specialists ~ ¥4+

MASTERCARD/VISA ==

Write. reate. Express.

o
5

CVeatNe eXpression
prografs for all ages

SUMMER CAMPS
GRADES 2-12

creative nonfiction
puppets & paper crafts
storytelling
book-making
novel writing
comedy
music journalism
comics and ‘zines
Explore + Express
.and more!

MORE TEEN PROGRAMS

weekly writing
workshops
open mic nights
college essay workshops

Fun begins June 18th

Pake Erie Ink

-
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GEsu

TOGETHER

FEET, LENEW, BEENL

COME HOME
TO GESU

to celebrate with us on

the feast of Pentecost!

Mass times:

Saturday, May 19,

4:30 pm

Sunday, May 20,
8:00 am, 10:00 am, 11:30 am

Church of the Gesu | 2470 Miramar Blvd. | University Heights

(216) 932-0617 | www.churchofthegesu.org
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BOOKSTORE

MACSBACKS.COM 216-321-2665 1820 COVENTRY RD. CLV HTS
AUTHOR TALKS,

WRITING WORKSHOPS, UPCOMING
LECTURES, BOOK — -

CLUBS, FREE COMMU-
NITY MEETING SPACE,
LOCAL AUTHORS,
POETRY READINGS,
SPECIAL EVENTS,
GREETING CARDS,
JOURNALS, SPECIAL
ORDERS, AND OVER
35,000 NEW AND USED
BOOKS!

Check out our
monthly Book Clubs!
Feminist, S/F and
more! Info at
macsbacks.com

HEIGHTS BUSINESS

Studio How-To moves to Coventry

Shari Nacson

“We wanted a storefront so people
can see all the fun that’s going on
here!” said Sarah Nemecek. After
a pilot year in a 3,000-square-foot
space in the Douglas Fine Arts
Building on Lee Road, Nemecek
was excited to move into the Cov-
entry Village neighborhood, adding
a retail space where customers can
access designer fabrics, yarns and
crafting gear that correspond with
studio classes.

A shop and studio for “the mod-
ern maker,” Studio How-To supports
crafters of all abilities—from novice
to seasoned. “Anything you can
make with your hands, we are here
to teach you,” said Nemecek.

Studio How-To hosted an open
house and ribbon-cutting on April
7. Guests filled the studio, chatting
about the arts and Cleveland, while
they made pom-poms and other art
together.

“The community-building is
part of what I really love about

A class inside Studio How-To’s new Coventry Village storefront space.

running this business,” reflected
Nemecek. “Crafting brings people
together. It lets down our natural
barriers so we can find ways to con-
nect without even trying.”
“Dream-doers” by nature, Nem-
ecek and her husband, Jon, moved

“Judson is the perfect place for us!”

— Jim and Nina Gibans, Judson Park residents since 2016

Stalwarts of the Cleveland arts-and-culture scene, Nina
and Jim Gibans had accumulated a lifetime’s worth of
memories in their Shaker Heights home. But when health
demands challenged their independent lifestyle, the
couple agreed it was time to move to Ambler Court - a
beautifully renovated assisted living neighborhood that
offers signature programing and care in an ideal
environment for those in need of increased assistance.

“It felt like home from the start,” says Nina of the
couple’s suite, filled with a curated collection of the
books, music and art they love. And they take comfort in
the easy access to the onsite health and wellness
programs they both need. “We love it here,” says Nina.

Learn about Assisted Living at Judson Park.
Call (216) 446-1845 to arrange for a tour today.

(ndsorn

at University Gircle
T]’le Park T]’le ManOr

ﬁ EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

Visit www.judsonsmartliving.org and click Judson Park

here after several years as accoun-
tants-turned-farmers in Virginia.
“We chose Cleveland Heights be-
cause it felt great,” said Nemacek,
citing the walkability, architecture,
family-friendly venues and diver-
sity. “There are so many interesting
people doing amazing things—all
packed into the area. I've lived in
a lot of places—Alaska, Hawaii,
California—and this is my favorite.”
Studio How-To has worked well
with the family’s homeschooling life-
style. Sam, age 6, has been able to use
the studio for self-directed learning.
In preparation for the grand opening,
he designed his own business cards
and helped assemble handmade fur-
niture. During the pom-pom class,
he helped guests use supplies.
Studio How-To’s spring offer-
ings, mostly adult classes, can be
found on its website. Classes for
kids will be added this summer. A
welcoming place for families, the
studio is also available for parties
and team-building activities. For
class schedules and store hours, visit
www.studiohow-to.com.

Mostly a mom, Shari Nacson, LISW-S,
is a freelance editor; child development
specialist, and nonprofit consultant who
makes her home in Cleveland Heights.
More than anything, Nacson is inspired
by kids and adults who build connection
through kindness.

french FRIES

Sso

DELICIOUS
you'll go
CROSS-EYED

. ’f tiimmy’s

# restaurant

Best French Fries in NE Ohio

Cleveland Plain Dealer

Best Milk Shake East of Mississippi

Rolling Stone Magazine

Best Vegetarian & Family
Friendly Restaurant
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HEIGHTS ARTS

Friends of Cain Park raffle
offers free season tickets

Lisa Manzari

P . What’s bett
Friendsy,  "ts better

than going to a

ﬂ show at the Ev-

ans Ampitheatre

PARK at Cain Park?

in CLEVELAMND HEMGHTS GOlng to eVery
show—for free.

Friends of Cain Park is raffling
two free season tickets in a fundraiser
for its activities to support Cain Park.
Each raffle ticket costs $50, and sales
are limited to just 100 tickets.

Tickets are available through
May 31 at www.cainpark.eventbrite.
com. Tickets will also be available on
Saturday, June 2, at Residents Day
at Cain Park, when the ticket booth
opens for sales to Cleveland Heights
residents only.

Friends of Cain Park is a non-
profit founded in 1995 to support
artist prizes for the July Arts Festival,
music and dance performances, actor
stipends and college scholarships
for Cleveland Heights High School.
Each year, the organization provides
thousands of dollars to support
activities at the unique civic-owned

summer arts and theater facility.

Membership to Friends of Cain
Park is $40 for individuals and $50
for families. Benefits include ticket
discounts and preferred seating. Other
ways to support Friends of Cain Park
are through a tax-deductible donation,
or the purchase of an engraved brick on
the Cain Park grounds for $50.

“We hope that our neighbors
throughout the Heights and
Northeast Ohio will support us so
we can keep supporting Cain Park,”
said Molly McGuigan, president of
the Cain Park Board of Directors.

Membership forms are available
in the spring/summer issue of the
city’s Focus magazine and online at
www.cainpark.com. Contributions can
be sent to Friends of Cain Park, 40
Severance Circle, Cleveland Heights,
OH, 44118. For more information,
contact Lisa Manzari at cainpark@
clvhts.com or 216-906-7496.

Lisa Manzari bas been a resident of
Cleveland Heights since June 2006, and
bas been on the Friends of Cain Park board
since shortly after visiting its booth at the
Cain Park Arts Festival.

Communion of Saints students
bring ‘Shrek’ to the stage

COURTESY COMMUNION OF SAINTS SCHOOL

In the mood for some ogre-sized family fun? The Communion of Saints School Drama
Program, now in its ninth year, will present “Shrek Jr. The Musical” on May 4 and
5, at 7 p.m., in Powers Hall at Communion of Saints School. More than 70 students
are involved in this year’s production, on the stage and behind the scenes. Under the
guidance of Lydia Chanenka, director and scenery painter, and Maria Botti-Lodovico,
choreographer and musical director, the magic of the swamp is brought to life
through music and magical scenery. Adult tickets are just $3. For more information,

visit www.communionofsaintsschool.org.

We're great at removing trees—and ev

June 18 - July 27, 2018

For more information or to register online go to: ruffingmontessori.net/camps

RS

%= RUffing

% Montessori Schoo

Engage. Emerge. Learn for life.

Vote for STEPHENS on MAY 8th

She's worked hard for us for over 20 years Elect
Cheryl L. STEPHENS o County Council District 10

Cheveland Hea, Fast Clevelssd, Bralenskld Cleveland Wards 8 & 10, asd Usiversity Hee

Endorsements Include:

Barbara Boyd,

Frme, Cleveland Hix Mayor & Staie Rep
Former Cleveland Heights Mayvors:
Ed Kelley
Alan Rappoport
[Dennis Wilcox
Jason Stein,

Cleveland Heights Coencilmen
Jim Posch,

President. CH-UH School Boand
Susan Infeld,

Former Mayor, University Heights
Brandon King,

Mavar al East Clevelsnd

Cleveland Stonewall Democrats
Cuyahoga Dem. Women's Caucus
Earl Pike
Melody Hart
Gary Benjamin
Caral Montlack
Mallory McMaster
Jack Valancy
Kirk Montlack
Rhonda Davislovejoy
John Farina
Louise Buchanan
Alonzo Holmes
Jan Purdy

| TREE

' SERVICE "4

at keeping them healthy & beatiful B
Tree Removal ' i ) 58
Yard Expansi P

& more ...

Disease Identification
Immunization
Stump Grinding

Pruning
Fertilization
Cable Support Systems

440-463-7379

RipleyTreeService.com
info.ripleyenterprises@gmail.com

Arborist Wi

H#OH-6536A Free Estimates

Full Residential Services

\q= - a
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No problem! I will take care of it...
SCOTT HAIGH il

Website: ScottHaigh. Howardhanna.com

Email: ScottHaigh@howardhanna.com E
Direct: 216-272-6889

Coming soon!
@ 1212 Quilliams Rd, Cleveland Hts.
— 3 bedroom colonial _

-
B
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Real Estate Services

AUTOMOTIVE SPECIALIST

Since 1982
Buy 4 oil changes
and get the 5th
one FREE!

Honesty, Value and
Communication

VOLVO = SUBARU VW = AUDI = BMW= SAAB = PORSCHE

1815 S. Taylor Road, Cleveland Hts. ¢ 216-371-5100 « swedishsolution.com

- Deciding to
¥ go to college
can be hard.

Enrolling shouldn’t be.

Get hands-on help registering for summer or fall
semester with Jump Start express enroliment!

tri-c.edu/jumpstartmetro
216-987-6000

Cuyahoga
Community

College

Tri-C Metropolitan Campus
2900 Community College Avenue
Cleveland, Ohio | 44115

18-0452

Homeschool art show to benefit
ARTFUL youth programs

Shannon Morris

On Wednesday, May 23, six home-
school artists will showcase their
masterpieces at The Mary Proctor
Project art show, hosted by ART-
FUL Cleveland in its studios on the
Coventry P.E.A.C.E. Campus, 2843
Washington Blvd., in Cleveland
Heights. The event takes place from
I to 7 p.m., and light refreshments
will be provided.

The artists are Kaitlynn Bam-
ler, Elise Bolton, Lennice Bolton,
Chiara Koonce, Mary Proctor and
Juliana Walther.

Proctor, a 12-year-old home-
schooled Cleveland Heights art-
ist, founded The Mary Proctor
Project in 2014 to showcase young
artists and their work within the
Cleveland community, and to raise
awareness and funds to directly
benefit local nonprofits. Proctor
wants to share her passion for art
with others, inspire other young
artists, and give back to the com-

munity. To date, the project has
raised more than $900 for Open
Doors Academy and Lakewood’s
Harding Middle School.

The event is free and open to the
public. Donations collected at the
event will benefit The Mary Proctor
Project Scholarship Fund at ART-
FUL, which will help young people
participate in classes there, regard-
less of their ability to pay. To donate,
e-mail shannon@artfulcleveland.org
or visit www.artfulcleveland.org.

ARTFUL provides affordable
community classes and quality stu-
dio space that supports and educates
artists in their mission to create, sell,
and display their art while making
creativity and inspiration more ac-
cessible to the community at large.

Learn more about The Mary
Proctor Project on Facebook or by
calling 216-956-2123.

Shannon Morris is the executive director
of ARTFUL Cleveland.

Dobama’s ‘Appropriate’

Anne Bakan

From the writer of Dobama The-
atre’s 2016 hit, “An Octoroon,”
comes a play that asks a question for
which there is no easy answer: how
does the past affect what we think
and who we become?

“Appropriate,” winner of the
2014 Obie Award for Best New
American Play, is running now
through May 20 at Dobama The-
atre. Written by 2016 MacArthur
Genius Grant recipient Branden
Jacobs-Jenkins, and directed by
Dobama Artistic Director Nathan
Motta, this play appropriates the
white family drama to make white-
ness racially visible at all times.

In “Appropriate,” the patriarch
of the Lafayette clan has just passed
away and the family is forced to de-
scend upon its crumbling Arkansas
homestead to settle accounts. As
the three adult children rummage
through a mountain of hoarded
relics, they spar over a lifetime of
junk, past relationship issues and
inherited debts. But when they make

runs through May 20

a disturbing discovery among their
father’s possessions, the reunion
takes a turn for the volatile, forcing
every member to confront their fam-
ily history and each other.

In its review of the play, The
Washington Post praised, “. . . the
playwright’s gift for drawing his
characters into an escalating conflict
and sustaining, with humor and
craft, our curiosity . ..”

The cast of Dobama’s regional
premiere of “Appropriate” features
Abraham McNeil Adams, Tracee
Patterson, Tom Woodward, Ursula
Cataan, Kelly McCready, Ireland
Derry, Jacob Eeg and Miles Pierce.

“Appropriate” runs Thursdays
through Sundays. Ticket prices
range from $29 to $32, with senior,
student and military discounts avail-
able. Call the box office at 216-932-
3396 for information or to purchase
tickets. Tickets are also available at
www.dobama.org.

Anne Bakan is the assistant managing
director of Dobama Theatre.

Delicious, fresh, European-style fare served in the heart
of Cedar Lee. Our Patio is now open for dining al fresco!

2267 Lee Rd ¢ Cleveland, OH 44118 ¢ 216.932.3003 ¢ stone-oven.com
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CLASSIFIEDS

www.heightsobserver.org Call 216-320-1423 to find out how you can advertise your business for $29/month

Always Buying  Paying Cash

MICHAEL’S ANTIQUES
« Gold o Clocks
o Jewelry o Swords
o Glassware o Lamps
o Palntings o Violins
o Pottery o Porcelaln
« Military Items « Ivory Carvings
o Stering Sliver o Orental Rugs
« Bronze Figures « Marble Figures

7 Days 8 a.m.- 10 p.m.

440-461-4611

FREE House Calls for SENIORS
Buying anything unusual

When you advertise
in the Observer,

your money stays

in the community.

e D

Green Tara

YOGA & HEALING ARTS
lyengar Yoga
Stability e Vitality e Clarity

2450 Fairmount, Cleveland Heights
\(216)382-0592 www.greentarayoga.com/

FRSARENS

LANDSCAPINGIG
No job is too big or small.....we do it all:
*Lawn care—mowing & edging

* Bed & shrub care
* Landscape design

* Spring & fall cleanup
* Fertilization/insecticide application
* Bush & ornamental tree pruning/trimming

Competitive Pricing & Full-Service
Solutions Since 1989

Contact Willie White, Owner:
(216) 409-9605
farrenslandscapingcompany@gmail.com

Ardmore Tree Service
Complete Tree Service
Year-round

We Sell and Plant
Trees & Shrubs

(216) 486-5551

¢ Pruning * Tree and Stump Removal ¢ Feeding
« Firewood * Brush Chipping * Snowplowing

Member National Arborist Association

Free Estimates

Fully Insured

=\ HARVEY &

FRIENDS  FRENDS

of the Bookshop
HelghTs Libraries 2nd Floor of the

Lee Road Library

Great Used

the first Friday  gooks For Sale
of each month. Every Day!

All proceeds
support the library.

Fill-a-bag Sale

friends@heightslibrary.org
216-932-3600 x1234

MJ M ‘l/{v;gg)(l);vtion

Keep your historic windows
and save thousands!
Sticky windows Weather Stripping

Broken ropes Cracked Glass
We'll make them work like new!
(216) 321-7729

mjmwindowrestoration.com || B\
* 30 years in the Heights *  “————~

/ Eve’s Painting & \

Home Repair

. Interior and exterior painting
. Wallpaper removal
. Housing code violations

« Tuck pointing
. Handyman services

We are bonded, insured, and main-

tain an “A” rating on Angie’s List.

\ 216-387-0525

llebles1@hotmail.com
PLATINUM CONSTRUCTION

COMPLETE 2-Car Garage $8,999

Concrete Driveways $2,999

(216) 459-0000
platinum306@gmail.com
www.building-garages.com

LARGEST GARAGE BUILDER
IN CLEVELAND

DEBT RELIEF ATTORNEY
Pursued and sued by debt collectors?

Stuck trying to figure out what to do
and how to do it?

Contact Atty Gayle A. Belcher
216-242-9763

gbelcher482@gmail.com
www.gaylebelcherattorney.com

34 years of legal experience

Book Flower Clown for your
next event.

*Events and parties
* A fixture in the Heights

www.flower-entertainment.com

Heights Hardware
SINCE 191 1

Ben amin Moore|
Hardwm j Pairts

Monday-Saturday 9-6 - Sunday 11-4

1792 Coventry Road
216-321-4701

www.heightshardware.com

SEMI-RETIRED PLUMBER

All Drains - UNCLOGGED
All Water & Gas Leaks-FIXED

Free Estimates

(440) 444-2827

www.heightsobserver.org

Call 216.320.1423

to find out how you can

advertise your business for

$29/month

% | RAYMOND J. WOHL, CPA
| 2121 South Green Rd .

.. South Euclid, Ohio 44121

PH: 216.382.9647

Services Offered:
Tax Preparation & Planning
*Investments
IRA Accounts
Mutual Funds
College 529 Plans

Insurance:
Fixed & *Variable Annuities
Life Insurance

FAIRMOYNT

SCHOOL OF MUSIC

EDUCATING THE HEIGHTS SINCE 1988

3473 Fairmount Blvd.
Cleveland Heights, OH 44118
216.321.5868
fairmountmusicschool@gmail.com
www.fairmountmusic.com

Fairmount Massage Specials!
$20 off all massage services

Call to schedule an appointment
(216) 371-3940

2460 Fairmount Blvd. Suite 180
www. fairmountmassagecleveland.net

Free Estimates Since 1978

Daugherty Construction, Inc.

Commercial / Residential Roofing
Siding - Windows

www.daughertyconst.com
22460 Lakeland Boulevard
Euclid, Ohio 44132
(216) 731-9444
(216) 731-9644 Fax

Daughery@Daughertyconst.com

ELECTRICAL CﬂNTRAiZTDFtS
LIGHT = SAFETY « COMFORT « EFFICIENCY
Family Owned Since 1985
(216) 932-2598

www.skettleelectric.com

Brti o

BEST OF THE HEIGHTS “Best Contractor”

Sung Mass

Sundays 10:30 a.m.

Catholic Faith in the
Anglican Tradition

{ 1861 East 55th St.
at Payne Ave. in
Cleveland, Ohio

www.saintjamescleveland.com 216-431-3252

RIPLEY

ENTERPRISES

TRELES

SERVICE

COMPREHENSIVE TREE MANAGEMENT

Tree Removal « Yard Expansion
Fertilization » Cable Support
Pruning ¢ Stump Grinding
(440) 463-7379 for free estimate

Mention “Observer”and get 20% off

Certified Arborist Fully insured

TECH LIGHTING, INC.

A Complete Lighting
Sales & Service Company

= Landscape lighting, design
and installation

Fixture cleaning
Fixture and lamp repair
Lighting sales

Uy

U

(216) 956-2502
Ask for Shawn

AMISH CREWY FOR LESS
= NEW GARAGE

=WATERPROFING

=KITCHEN-BATH
= RM Addition

BR -- Bath
= Attic-Basement

ALL CITY VIOLATIONS
= New GARAGE from - $9875

216 -323- 0916

CITY LITE ELECTRIC, INC.

For all your electrical needs

RESIDENTIAL / COMMERCIAL

(440) 840-8941
Ask for Steve License #48370

"Reliable electrical service and repair”
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HEIGHTS ARTS

SONGS AND
.| STORIES

I learned the Pledge of Allegiance
early in elementary school. I learned
it, but I never felt comfortable say-
ing it, even as a little kid. I probably
couldn’t have articulated this back
then, but it seemed like something
that shouldn’t have to be forced.
That’s the way I felt about prayers
in religious services, too: Either they
should be natural and sincere, or you
shouldn’t say them, because, I mean,
what’s the point?

But during an assembly near
the beginning of second grade at
Coventry School, when we were
supposed to be reciting the Pledge
of Allegiance, an older kid standing
next to me said, “All you have to do
is say ‘watermelon, watermelon,” and
no one will know the difference.” So
that’s what I did, for years, for the
Pledge and for prayers.

Thenwhen I got to Heights High,
in the mid-"60s, when protesting was
the norm, I decided that I no longer
needed to say “watermelon”—or
anything—and when the rest of the
school was saying the Pledge, I just
kept my mouth shut. Then it occurred
to me that I didn’t have to stand up
for the Pledge, either. Standing for the
Pledge was not a law, and it was within

New Listing
Stunning In Town Estate

my rights not to participate.

No one ever said anything about
it—though I got a lot of dirty looks
from teachers and fellow students—
until one day in May of my 11th-grade
year. I guess I was more noticeable
that day, sitting in the first row of the
second section of the Heights High
auditorium seats.

I and my friend Harry were
sitting together there, and when ev-
eryone else stood up for the Pledge
and started reciting it, we sat silently
in our seats. Until a teacher, Alva
Kilgore, a huge guy who had played
professional football, spotted us,
walked over and stood in front of us,
grabbed each of us by the fronts of
our shirts and calmly lifted us out of
our seats.

I quickly started explaining to
him all of the reasons we didn’t feel
the need to say the Pledge, but he in-
terrupted, saying, “That’s fine. You
don’t have to say it. But stand up, out
of respect—not for your country, if
that’s the way you feel, but for the
other students, who are standing.”

I said, “Okay. That sounds fair.”

Then Mr. Kilgore added, “Plus, it
will probably keep you from getting
beaten up by some of these guys.”

Harry and I nodded and thanked
him for the advice.

Some of those guys did rough me
up, however, for other forms of protest.
It was the mid-’60s and the height of
the Vietnam War, and the burgeoning,

1960s student anti-war protest.

and growing, anti-war movement. I
marched, carrying signs, in protests all
over the area. Many Heights students
did. People called us names, and FBI
agents tried to intimidate us by taking
our pictures at close range. But no one
touched us. Until we protested inside
Heights High.

One day in May, we—the pro-
tester types—wore black armbands
as a way to honor the soldiers who
had died in the Vietnam War. That
seemed to make us targets to a bunch
of big guys who didn’t understand the
nature of our actions that day. I was
on my way to the choir room, between
third and fourth periods, when a much
larger guy named Tom (I can tell you
his last name if you want to know),
grabbed me by my hair and slammed
my forehead into a locker. I tried to
explain the purpose of the armband,
but he yelled bad words at me and
called me all kinds of names.

There were other times, too,

Chris Jurcisin: 216.554.0401 | Ernie Cahoon: 216.440.1210

NDW THE #1 TEAM IN THE HEIGHTSI

mbined. Based on Jar

2017-Nor

r 2017 closings. Infors ed reliable but not guaranteed. If you

-presented by another broker, kindly disregard

when those guys manhandled me and
others. We all shared our stories and
compared notes.

For the final assembly of that
school year, I was looking for a seat
when I spotted an empty one just
one seat away from that guy Tom.
I took it. And when it was time for
the Pledge of Allegiance, I decided
to ignore Mr. Kilgore’s advice, and I
remained seated and silent, just to bait
Tom. He glared at me the entire time
and practically screamed the Pledge.

It was not quite as brave of me
as it might appear, though, since the
seat I took was on the aisle. And I
was totally ready to run.

David Budin is a freelance writer for
national and local publications, the for-
mer editor of Cleveland Magazine and
Northern Obio Live, an author, and a
professional musician and comedian. His
writing focuses on the arts and, especially,
pop-music history.
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