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May events celebrate Historic Preservation Month
Deanna Bremer Fisher 

“The City of Cleveland Heights recog-
nizes and promotes our aesthetically 
diverse neighborhoods,” said Kara Ham-
ley O’Donnell, historic preservation 
planner for the city. It is one of the 
reasons why the city has participated in 
National Preservation Month for more 
than 20 years.
	 “We are particularly proud of the 
fact that Cleveland Heights is home to 
11 historic districts listed in the National 
Register of Historic Places,” she said. 
“That puts us sixth in the state, behind 
only Cleveland, Cincinnati, Columbus, 
Toledo and Dayton.” 
	 Four events, presented by the 
Cleveland Heights Landmark Commis-
sion, the Cleveland Heights Historical 
Society and Heights Libraries, mark 
National Preservation Month 2013 in 
the city.
	 During the month of May, Cleveland 
Heights joins communities throughout 
the United States to “See! Save! and 
Celebrate!” the significant places that 
have contributed to the American 
experience through presentations and 

“The Red Mill” was performed at Cain Park in 1951.

walking tours. All of the events are free, 
but space is limited and pre-registration 
is required.

Author Lecture, 7 p.m., Wednesday, 
May 1, at the Lee Road Library
Author Alan Dutka will discuss “Histor-
ic Nightlife” and chronicle the history 
of East Fourth Street and Short Vincent 
Avenue, two tiny downtown Cleveland 
streets that are long on character and 
excitement. Today, East Fourth Street 
is the center of a chic residential and 
entertainment district commanding 

national attention—the New York Times 
has published articles about its amazing 
renaissance. 
	 Short Vincent, once filled with 
elegant restaurants and seedy bars, also 
acquired a nationwide reputation, along 
with ample notoriety. Dutka’s books will 
be available for purchase. Register for 
this event at www.heightslibrary.org or 
call 216-932-3600.

Walking Tour of Cedar Fairmount, 
10 a.m. to noon, Saturday, May 18, 

Senior soloists featured in spring concert

Oboist Mary O’Keefe and pianist Kate Miller 
will perform with the Heights High Symphony 
on May 3.

Joy Henderson

Heights High oboist Mary O’Keefe and 
pianist Kate Miller will perform with 
the Heights High Symphony on Friday, 
May 3, at 7:30 p.m. O’Keefe will perform 
“Oboe Concerto in One Movement” 
by Sir Eugene Goossen, and Miller will 
perform Beethoven’s “Piano Concerto 
No. 1, First Movement.”
	 The May 3 concert is one of three fi-
nal performances this year by the Cleve-
land Heights High School Instrumental 
Music Department (IMD) scheduled 
for May 1, 3 and 10. All performances 
take place in the Dina Rees Evans Per-
forming Arts Center at Heights High.
	 On May 1 at 7:30 p.m., the concert 
orchestra, percussion ensembles, concert 
and symphonic bands and a full combined 
orchestra perform. Both the May 1 and 
May 3 concerts are preceded by chamber 
ensemble group performances in the 
Heights High Social Room at 6:30 p.m. 
The Jazz Ensemble will perform its own 

end-of-year “Jazz Night” concert on May 
10 at 7 p.m. Tickets to each of the three 
concerts will be available at the door for 
$5 for adults and $3 for students.
	 Miller plays cello in the orchestra, 
but said her first love is piano. “Usually 
piano is more solitary, so playing with 
the symphony behind me is really fun.” 

continued on page 11

continued on page 3

Heights Arts names Rachel Bernstein executive director

CH-UH Board of  
Education votes to cut 
42 teaching positions

Greg Donley

The Heights Arts Board of Trustees 
announced on April 18 that that it has 
selected Rachel Bernstein, arts adminis-
trator, educator and musician, to become 
Heights Arts’ next executive director.
	 Bernstein will take over as director 
of the community arts organization on 
July 2. She steps into the position filled 
since 2000 by Peggy Spaeth, Heights 
Arts founding director.
	 A New Mexico native, Bernstein 
has lived in Cleveland Heights for 15 
years. As a longtime employee of the 
Music Settlement, she has overseen that 

organization’s popular music education 
programs. Bernstein is also a cellist and 
maintains an active teaching practice.
	 “Rachel shares the Heights Arts vi-
sion that the arts are essential to a healthy 
community, and is eager to sustain and 
expand the vision,” said Spaeth. “She 
knows the landscape of the creative life 
as an artist, educator and administrator. 
Her comprehensive experience in over-
seeing programs and systems, coupled 
with her passion for the arts and the 
community, ensure a vibrant future for 
Heights Arts and the region we serve.” 
	 Spaeth announced in January that 
she planned to retire, and said that 

she would stay on 
until the board 
selected a new 
director. Bern-
stein will begin 
working with her 
predecessor part time in May and June, 
to ensure a smooth transition of leader-
ship.
	 A search committee of five Heights 
Arts board members, chaired by Mi-
chael Weil, was established early in the 
year and fielded more than 50 applica-
tions. Committee members narrowed 
these down through a process of tele-

continued on page 3

Kim Sergio Inglis

On April 23, the Cleveland Heights-
University Heights Board of Education 
(BOE) voted 5-0 to cut the positions of 
42 teachers. According to the district, 
this constitutes a 7-percent reduction 
in its teaching staff.
	 Two of the 42 eliminated positions 
are half time, and the breakdown is as 
follows: Boulevard Elementary School 
(4), Canterbury Elementary School (2), 
Fairfax Elementary School (3), Gearity 
Professional Development School (3), 
Noble Elementary School (3), Oxford 
Elementary School (3), Roxboro El-
ementary School (4), Monticello Middle 
School (1), Wiley Middle School (2), the 
Options Center (1.5), Cleveland Heights 
High School (4), Bellefaire School (5.5), 
student services (3), permanent substi-
tutes (3).
	 Additional cuts are planned to ad-
ministrative and support staff; the board 
expects to vote on these at its May 21 
meeting.
	 State law requires that teachers 
be notified by April 30 if they will be 
affected by a reduction in force. Ac-
cording to Angee Shaker, director of 
communications for the district, while 
the vote on teaching staff cuts took 
place first, to comply with state law, the 
district considered cuts to all personnel, 
both teachers and administrative/sup-
port positions, as a whole.
	 A statement distributed at the 
conclusion of the April 23 meeting said 
that the teachers “were recently notified 

Rachel Bernstein

continued on page 9
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Deanna Bremer Fisher

Is too much good news harming our 
community? That is the contention of 
a few critics of the Heights Observer. 
The stories in these pages don’t seem 
important enough, or critical enough, 
in their view.
	 Perhaps the critics would like us 
to be more like the traditional news 
media they are used to. They want 
us to report on events as disinter-
ested observers. They want us to be a 
watchdog of community institutions, 
to uncover all the bad things that are 
going on and broadcast them to the 
world.
	 I don’t see the value in being like 
other media outlets. Most people I 
know don’t enjoy reading bad news 
all the time. It doesn’t reflect reality. 
It generates fear and mistrust. And it 
doesn’t do anything to solve any of the 
problems it may uncover.
	 The Observer is different from 
mainstream media. It has no paid 
writing staff, instead it uses a citizen-
journalism model, where all members 
of the community are empowered to 
write and submit their stories. These 

The small story is the important one
Opening 
the Observer

community members aren’t disinter-
ested observers of what’s going on, 
they are participants. By and large, our 
citizen-journalists have good stories to 
tell about life in the Heights as they 
know it. These are “small” stories, 
every-day stories, but together they 
weave a powerful narrative about who 
we are as a community.
	 Have you read a story in the Ob-
server that spoke to you? Maybe you 
learned something about an indepen-
dent business owner that you didn’t 
know before, read of the accomplish-
ments of a student in our schools, 
or discovered an issue that you were 
previously knew nothing about. Did 
that increased awareness inspire you 
to notice, or even to take action?
	 At the FutureHeights annual meet-
ing on April 18, Peter Pula, founder and 
CEO of Axiom News, spoke of a new 
type of journalism, Generative Journal-
ism, which doesn’t just report on the 
status quo, but looks to the future. “All 
that is required for a community to live 
into its aspirations is for someone to go 
out and ask the questions that discover 
the gifts, identify the energies of the 
community, and amplify them by way 
of media and publication,” said Pula. (If 
you missed the meeting, you can view 
it at http://vimeo.com/64661929.)
	 Pula described a four-part process: 
engage the grassroots, ask catalytic 

questions—questions that are thought-
provoking and personal, and that invite 
people to think about the possibilities 
of what they would like to see—then 
write reasonably well, and publish of-
ten.
	 What we do at the Observer isn’t 
quite Generative Journalism, but we 
share many of its characteristics and 
aspirations. We write and publish 
“small” stories. We believe these small 
stories are important and can bring 
change over time. We’ve seen others 
learn from the stories they read, and 
then act. The challenge for us will be 
to see how these stories add up. Are our 
citizen-journalists asking the right ques-
tions? What is the new narrative that is 
emerging about our community?
	 Our critics are right about some-
thing: we do have an agenda. We 
seek to build a stronger community 
by offering the Observer as a forum 
for community participation. What 
is important to you? That’s what you 
should write about. We welcome the 
addition of your voice to the conversa-
tion. Submit an article on a topic that 
interests you at www.heightsobserver.org. 
Your participation can help determine 
the future of our community. 

Deanna Bremer Fisher is executive di-
rector of FutureHeights and publisher 
of the Heights Observer.

Highlights from Observer blogs
Read the whole story at blogs.heightsobserver.org

Winding Up and Shutting Down
The film festival ended last Sunday, 
and after a few days of rest, I’m ready 
to wrap-up the experience. I began 
winding down (preferable to going cold 
turkey) on Saturday, scheduling only two 
films on each of the last two days. They 
were all good!
	 “Good Ol’ Freda” was one classy 
lady. An early Beatles fan, co-president 
of their fan club, and member of a typ-
ing pool, Freda Kelly became the Fab 
Four’s secretary at the age of 17. Is that 
a job to die for, or what! Always loyal 
and discreet, never boastful nor gossipy 
about the enviable position she held, 
Kelly agreed to tell her story after she 
became a grandmother.
—Jewel Moulthrop

Film Festival 37 ends on a high note
Film festival 37 is history and I am a bit 
sad. Even though my cat and wife will 
(hopefully) be happier to see me, it was 
almost like being in high school where 
all you cared about was movies. Back to 
the grown-up world I guess. That said, 
here are my impressions:
	 EVERY year, I hear a number of 
people say that this year wasn’t as good 
as past years. Why is that? Is it because 
our expectations ratchet up slightly just 
because we have seen so many great 
films over the years? Or perhaps there 
are more film festivals and so the same 
number of movies are being spread 
across a larger number of festivals. Or 
do we have selective memories (like high 
school) where we only remember the 
good things? While I saw a number of 

very good films, this was the first year 
that I did not see one excellent film.
—Jim Simler

CIFF 37: Movie about Movies
Oh boy, do I love movies about making 
movies! “Casting By,” a documentary 
about the unsung heroes—casting direc-
tors—who suggest and promote actors to 
directors, was an absolute treat. Marion 
Dougherty, the star of this documentary, 
began her career casting talent for Kraft 
Television Theatre. Around the same time, 
“method” acting was gaining popular-
ity while the Hollywood star system and 
typecasting were losing ground. With an 
instinct for an actor’s range and potential, 
Dougherty compiled an enormous cata-
logue of young unknowns—Jon Voight, 
Dustin Hoffman, Clint Eastwood, Robert 
Duvall, the list goes on and on of those 
who credit her for their big break.
—Jewel Moulthrop

CIFF 37: Mixed Bag on Thursday
Following the failed Hungarian upris-
ing in 1956, the secret police become 
obsessed with monitoring the actions 
of ordinary folk as well as their own col-
leagues. With agents, double agents, and 
double-triple agents . . . and so on, it’s a 
challenge to follow who’s doing what to 
whom. But with an excellent script, fine 
acting, dark and somber camera work, 
this thriller kept me on the edge of my 
seat. “A” for T”he Exam,” which refers 
to the 12-hour surveillance by the secret 
police to determine the trustworthiness 
of their own agents.
—Jewel Moulthrop

support local 
independent merchants.
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2013 // 2014 CLASSES & PROGRAMS

FOR LIFEFOR LEARNING FOR LIVING

REGISTER TODAY!
PRIORITY REGISTRATION // MAY 1 - 31
PUBLIC REGISTRATION // BEGINS JUNE 1

EARLY CHILDHOOD - MUSIC THERAPY - MUSIC INSTRUCTION

PRIORITY REGISTRATION (returning students only) // MAY 1 - 31
Registration Fee waived for returning students who register May 1 - 31!

Register online at www.TheMusicSettlement.org
Click on the Course Info Tab to get started!

Programs are generously funded by:

Gun violence and gospel values
To the Editor:
The issue of gun accessibility and gun 
control divides our nation. Most Ameri-
cans agree that sensible gun control is 
a good thing. Getting specific about 
what that looks like, however, separates 
us into confused and suspicious camps. 
Good people and good friends disagree. 
Within the Forest Hill congregation 
there exists a variety of opinions, shaped 
by where one grew up, where one lives 
now, previous gun usage or ownership, 
and one’s interpretation of the Second 
Amendment.   
	 People of faith disagree about all 
sorts of things, just like everybody 
else. As people of faith, however, we 
are bound in community by a common 
vocabulary and common storyline. With 
that in mind, I have invited the Reverend 
Jim Atwood, pastor emeritus of Trinity 
Presbyterian Church in Arlington, Va., 
to speak to our community on Saturday, 
May 4 at Forest Hill Church, 3031 Mon-
ticello Blvd. in Cleveland Heights.
	 Forest Hill Church is co-sponsoring 
this event with the Church of the Cov-
enant and the Presbytery of the Western 

Reserve. The event is open to all—folks 
of all faith traditions or no faith tradi-
tion are welcome. The event runs from 
8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. A light breakfast 
and lunch will be served. The event is 
free, but a $10 contribution is requested 
for food. Call the church office at 216-
321-2660 to make a reservation.
	 Atwood helped write the social wit-
ness policy for the Presbyterian church 
(USA), which was approved by the 219th 
General Assembly in 2010. The policy 
is titled “Gun Violence, Gospel Values: 
Mobilizing in Response to God’s Call.” 
He has also written America and its Guns: 
A Theological Exposé, published in 2012. 
He is currently the chairperson of Heed-
ing God’s Call of Greater Washington, a 
faith-based ecumenical movement that 
encourages gun shop owners to adopt a 
code of conduct that deters illegal pur-
chasing and the trafficking of handguns. 
Atwood will give three talks, and lead 
discussions, concluding with a segment 
on “What do we do now?” 

John C. Lentz Jr.
Pastor, Forest Hill Church, Presbyterian

at Cedar Fairmount
Roy Larick and Bill Barrow, who call 
themselves the Bluestone Heights deep 
history team, will offer a walking tour 
of Cedar Fairmount. The neighborhood 
holds a delightful mix of natural and 
cultural landscapes, and is home to two 
different types of rock layers, former 
quarries in surprising places, and many 
stone homes built from them. Explore 
how the Heights was first opened to 
settlement and suburban development. 
Find the underlying nature of Turkey 
Ridge and Blue Rock Brook, and learn 
about their transformations by devel-
opers. The tour begins from the upper 
parking lot, behind the Heights Medical 
Building, 2446–2482 Fairmount Blvd. 
at Cedar Road, and will take place rain 
or shine. To register, call the Cleveland 
Heights Planning Department at 216-
291-4878.

Walking Tour of Lee Road, 7 p.m., 
Wednesday, May 29, at the Lee 
Road Library
Local historians Mark Souther, Mazie 
Adams and Kara Hamley O’Donnell 
will give a crash course on the Cleveland 
Historical mobile phone app (bring your 
smart phone or tablet, if you have one), 

followed by a short presentation on the 
history of Lee Road. Then, take a walk-
ing tour down Lee Road to learn about 
its architecture and older businesses, 
and end with an optional beer and whis-
key tasting at Parnell’s Pub (for a small 
fee). Registration begins May 15 at www.
heightslibrary.org or 216-932-3600.

Cain Park 75th Anniversary Cel-
ebration, 7 p.m., Wednesday, June 
5, at the Lee Road Library
This event kicks off a summer-long 
celebration of a Cleveland Heights 
treasure. Emily Smith, a master’s de-
gree candidate at Ursuline College, 
will share her wealth of knowledge 
of this WPA-built park. Learn about 
Cain Park’s 75-year history through 
historic images, playbills and other 
items archived by the city. Smith will 
describe the physical changes made to 
the park, as well as its transformation 
from a summer stock theatre to the 
Cain Park of today. Registration begins 
May 22 at www.heightslibrary.org or 216-
932-3600.

Deanna Bremer Fisher is executive direc-
tor of FutureHeights and publisher of the 
Heights Observer.

may events continued from page 1

phone and in-person interviews, with 
the finalists undergoing another round 
of in-person interviews with Spaeth and 
the Heights Arts staff, along with the 
committee chair.
	 The ideal candidate would exhibit 
a combination of creative vision, sound 
management skills, fundraising ability, 
and passion for the Heights—and numer-
ous applicants met all the criteria, noted 

Weil. “To have so many uniquely talented 
professionals so attracted to a rather 
under-compensated but vital community 
arts leadership position made this process 
a rewarding and validating experience for 
the search committee, Heights Arts, and 
for our community,” he said.
	 “Peggy’s astounding leadership over 
these past 13 years, and her excitement 
to work with Rachel during this tran-

heights arts continued from page 1

sition period, point toward a vibrant 
future for Heights Arts,” said Weil. 
“Rachel possesses a perfect balance 
of sound management skills, creative 
thinking, artistic sensibilities, commu-
nity pride, and that certain twinkle that 
suggests big ideas are coming.”

Greg Donley is on the Heights Arts board 
of trustees.

Keep our 
community 

unique; 
support local 
independent 

merchants
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Installed & Refinished Hardwood Floors   n  Rough & Finished Carpentry
Kitchens - Bathrooms - Additions

30 years in business - 10% discount for senior citizens
“We Do the Work”  (216) 319-5787

QuintanaConstruction.net QuintanaConstruction.net 
quintanasoninc@hotmail.com

General Contractor, MBE Certified. Licensed, Bonded & Insured.

Quality Painting. That’s All We Do!

216-529-0360
www.neubertpainting.com 

12108 Madison Ave., Lakewood, Ohio 44107

Cleveland Heights’ housepainter 
for over 35 Years!

Interior • Exterior

WHY  
REPLACE?
When we can 
Restore Your 
Windows at a 
fraction of  
the cost!
ITS THE GREEN ALTERNATIVE!

Our expert technicians can restore  
your window to “like-new” condition 
at a typical price of $100. 

call for a free estimate  
(216) 321-7729
MJM Window Restoration

University Heights City Council 
meeting highlights
MARCH 18, 2013
All council members were present.

Mayor appointed to county board
Mayor Susan Infeld was appointed to a county 
board charged with planning the use of federal 
funding for county projects, including clean air 
and water bridge projects and road repairs.

City’s tree program
Jeff Pokorny, service director, and Tom Morgan, 
city arborist, discussed the care of the city’s 
trees. There are four zones in the city, and one 
zone is chosen each year in a four-year cycle. 
Depending on an evaluation, trees are trimmed, 
removed, or left alone. Also, each year new 
trees are planted. If a tree is removed, residents 
choose from a list of about 25 trees and the city 
will plant one on their tree lawn. Trees are cho-
sen based on size, [ability] to ward off insects, 
and relation to other trees on the street.

Street paving
The building commissioner requested council’s 
authorization to submit a county community block 
grant with Shaker Heights for asphalt. The streets 
to be paved this year are East Carroll Boulevard 
from South Green Road to White Road, Washing-
ton Boulevard from Cedar Road to Silsby Road, 
Milford Road and Meadowbrook Boulevard.

School District Lay Facilities Committee
Mayor Infeld stated that two plans will come up 
for a vote, but neither of them can be decided 
until a bond issue is voted on, and even then it 
might change. Council is hoping that an elemen-

tary school can stay in University Heights.

LWV Observer: Michele Weiss.

APRIL 8, 2013
All council members were present.

Fuchs Mizrachi School
During the public comment portion of the meet-
ing, two residents expressed concern about the 
expense of razing the former Fuch Mizrachi school 
building and converting the property into a park 
with no tax-generating potential. They suggested 
using the funds for [expenses such as] paving 
streets, saving a portion of the building for com-
munity use, or dividing the lot and building new 
homes on a portion of the property.
	 Later in the meeting, council accepted the bid 
by Lower Cork Company for the demolition of the 
Fuchs Mizrachi building at a cost not to exceed 
$201,271. Council did not approve the demoli-
tion, only the bid, which is good for six months. 
Renovations would require numerous revisions to 
bring the building up to code and comply with 
ADA regulations. It would be less expensive to tear 
down the school and build what is appropriate 
for the need. Two ordinances will be presented 
at the next council meeting to demolish the school 
and to hire Lower Cork to do the work. Council-
man Steven Sims stated that the park should raise 
home values in the surrounding neighborhood, 
and that the city now owns the property and must 
do something before it becomes a hazard. Vice 
Mayor Frankie Goldberg noted that there’s much 

excitement in the community about the potential 
of the park. Mayor Infeld stated that street and 
other repairs are ongoing needs, but the park is 
an opportunity that shouldn’t be passed up.

Bid requirements
Mr. Hubman of Creekside Landscaping, speaking 
during the public comment portion of the meeting, 
expressed concern that the company that won the 
tree-planting bid had not submitted the required bid 
bond with its bid. Previously the lowest bid had been 
excluded if the paperwork was incomplete, and he 
wanted to know why that did not occur this time. 
Service Director Jeffery Pokorny explained it was an 
administrative oversight. The contractor was asked 
at the time about the missing bond and provided 
the necessary paperwork by 4 p.m. that afternoon. 
Several council members expressed concern that 
the missing form had not caused the bid to be set 
aside. Later in the meeting and following extensive 
discussion, council emphasized the need to follow 
bid rules and awarded the tree-planting contract to 
Creekside Landscaping, which was the second low-
est bid and had complied with the requirements. The 
bid from Aaron Landscaping was set aside as not 
being the best bid. Councilman Sims abstained due 
to a personal relationship with one of the contrac-
tors, and Councilwoman Pamela Cameron voted 
no. Council awarded the contract to Creekside at 
the cost of $22,124, approximately $700 more 
than the bid from Aaron.

Texting while driving
Council heard a first reading to amend an ordi-

Look for earlier, and often expanded, 
postings of meeting summaries online at 
www.heightsobserver.org.
	 These meeting summaries are abstract-
ed from LWV observers’ written reports. The 
summaries have been edited and prepared 
by Anne McFarland, Charlene Morse 
and Maryann Barnes. To receive e-mail 
postings of full reports, send an e-mail to 
mbarnes9515@gmail.com or join through 
Google groups using “lwv-chuh observer 
reports” as a search phrase.
	 These reports contain member ob-
servation and selected highlights of public 
meetings and are not official statements 
of the Heights Chapter of the League 
of Women Voters Cuyahoga Area. This 
disclaimer must accompany any redistribu-
tion of these reports.

nance passed last year to prohibit the use of 
electronic wireless communication devices for 
text-based communication. Texting while driving 
would become a primary offense, meaning that 
someone can be pulled over for texting while driv-
ing. The fine for the first offense would be $100, 
the second offense $250, and the third and 
subsequent offenses up to $500. There would be 
a 60-day warning period after the legislation is 
passed. The offenses are cumulative across Ohio, 
not only within University Heights.

LWV Observer: Wendy Deuring.

Senior Citizen Happenings
Senior Citizen Happenings, sponsored 
by the City of University Heights, are 
open to all. Events take place on Thurs-
days at 2 p.m., at the University Heights 
Library. 

May 2: Geri Unger, education and re-
search director for Cleveland Botanical 
Garden, probes the life and legacy of 
Rachel Carson, whose 1962 landmark 
book, Silent Spring, launched Earth Day 
and a broad environmental movement.

May 9: With glorious clips from the best 
of traditional operetta and musical theatre, 
Laura Neill, executive director of Ohio 
Light Opera, unveils the marquee for its 
35th season: “The King and I,” “Silk Stock-
ings,” “HMS Pinafore,” “The Gypsy Baron,” 

“Lady, Be Good,” and “The Gondoliers.”

May 16: Kathleen Cerveny, the Cleve-
land Foundation’s director of arts initia-
tives and cultural programming, talks 
about her job and her new role as poet 
laureate for Cleveland Heights .

May 23: Jim Paskert, chief researcher for 
Cleveland Underwater Explorers, locates 
shipwrecks of the Great Lakes. He de-
scribes the maritime survey techniques 
that yield valuable historical finds.

May 30: Father Tom Schubeck, S.J., 
professor of theology at John Carroll 
University, discusses the journey of 
newly chosen Pope Francis, from Ar-
gentina to Rome, and his impact in the 
post-Vatican Council II world.

LET ME  
PUT THIS  
IN YOUR YARD 

2266 Warrensville Center Road
University Heights, Ohio 44118
216 371-5643
216 382-5333
www.geracisrestaurant.net

As seen on 
Diners, 
Drive-ins 
and Dives
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• Family owned/operated
•  Passionate car people – not 

just people who work on cars
•  They love us on Angie’s List; 

you will too.
Bring in this ad and get $10 off 
on any service

Try us; we’re different – really 

2254 Lee Road
Cleveland Hts

(216) 321-1296

Tuesday 11 - 5:30 
Wednesday 11 - 5:30

Thursday 11 - 5:30
Friday 11 - 6:00 

Saturday 11 - 5:00

SimplyCharmingTheBoutique.com

Hours 

Celebrate Mom!Celebrate Mom!
Purses, 

Charming Jewelry, 
Greetings, 

Great accessories
... so much more

Drop by

Simply the best selection to... Hours 

 

BFA Exhibition open  
to the public:
Fri May 10, 6 –10pm
Sat May 11, 10am – 5pm

For more information,
visit cia.edu/bfa2013

BFA Exhibitions in both CIA buildings
Gund Building
11141 East Boulevard

Joseph McCullough Center
11610 Euclid Avenue

IA
F
A

20
13

Celebrate with the Cleveland Institute 
of Art community as we present the 
extraordinary capstone projects of 
our 2013 BFA candidates during the 
BFA Thesis Exhibition. Each senior 
presents an exhibition of his or her 
work, displaying skill, voice and vision 
developed at CIA.

Visit more than 100 exhibitions, speak  
with our graduating students, and  
experience the future of art and design.

Bachelor of  
Fine Arts
Exhibition
Celebration

Cleveland
Institute 
of Art
Fri May 10
6–10pm

Dog Project celebrates dogs in Cain Park

Both two- and four-legged visitors enjoyed the Cain Park Neighborhood Association’s event on April 21 
that welcomed dogs to Cain Park for a six-month trial period.

Simone Quartell

This year, the dog days of summer will 
be dog-friendly days in Cain Park. For 
a six-month trial period, which began 
April 15, leashed dogs are allowed in 
the park.
	 On April 21, dogs and their owners 
met at Cain Park’s Lee Road entrance 
for a “victory lap” around the park. The 
walk followed a welcome from Dog 
Project leaders and Jason Stein, the 
Cleveland Heights City Council mem-
ber who introduced the legislation.
	 Stein acknowledged the work 
of several volunteers in his remarks. 
“Thanks to the Dog Project members 
Kerri, Paul, Hannah and many others 
for working so hard to make Dogs in 
Cain Park a reality,” said Stein. “We did 
it! This is OUR victory! Congratulations 
to everyone.”
	 Ground rules and general informa-
tion were shared at the event. According 
to the terms of the legislation, all dogs 
must be on a leash, and they must be 
confined to the park’s paved pathways. 
Four waste stations are set up around 
the park.
	 The initiative to pass legislation 
allowing dogs in Cain Park was driven 
by the Cain Park Neighborhood Asso-
ciation’s Dog Project initiative. Kerri 
Whitehouse, Dog Project spokesper-
son, said that the project started last 

June, with a goal of increasing foot 
traffic at Cain Park and encouraging 
productive use of the park. The group 
conducted a survey in July and polled 
428 people; of those, 68 percent indi-
cated they were in favor of allowing 
dogs in the park.
	 Whitehouse said that Cleveland 
Heights City Council was very open to 
listening to the ideas of the Dog Project 
members and were “very supportive.” She 
also thanked the residents of Cleveland 
Heights for their support of the idea.
	 Suzy Pare, Dog Project volunteer 
coordinator who owns a Labrador re-
triever named Katy, was happy with the 
turnout at the event and the support of 
volunteers. She was hoping to find new 
volunteers to stock the park’s four waste 
stations with plastic bags, and ended up 
getting enough people to cover each 
week of the six-month trial period.
	 After the walk, dog owners and 
supporters attended an after-party at 
the BottleHouse Brewery that featured 
three special microbrews, in honor of 
the occasion.
	 Visit the Dog Project’s new web-
site, www.clevehtsdogproject.weebly.com, 
for guidelines, resources and volunteer 
information.

Simone Quartell, a Heights High graduate, is 
a student at Cleveland State University and 
a Heights Observer intern.

Jason Stein

For many area residents, Coventry Vil-
lage is the hip place for great nightlife, 
unique stores, fabulous restaurants, 
and interesting, historical places to live 
and work. Unfortunately, the North 
Coventry neighborhood does not 
conjure up positive thoughts.
	 The North Coventry triangle ex-
tends into East Cleveland, bordered 
on the north by Forest Hills Park, on 
the east by the Community Center, 
and on the south by Mayfield Road and 
Coventry Village. This neighborhood 
has many vacant homes and apart-
ment buildings. Property values are 
depressed, and there is an increased 
level of crime. The area north of 
Mayfield Road has long been a source 
of concern for the City of Cleveland 
Heights.
	 At its March 18 meeting, City 
Council began to implement a plan 
of action for North Coventry. With a 
unanimous vote, council declared  five 
blighted properties public nuisances. 
In the coming weeks, those properties 
will be demolished and replaced with 
green spaces. This is only the first 
round of demolitions, with many more 
to come.
	 Demolition of vacant housing is 
nothing new in the aftermath of the 
mortgage crisis. What is unique about 

The North Coventry Triangle

Stein’s Way

this project is that it is a collabora-
tion between the City of Cleveland 
Heights, the Cuyahoga Land Bank, and 
the City of East Cleveland. 
	 The project is supported by grants. 
The former County Prosecutor Bill 
Mason’s office awarded $100,000 to 
Cleveland Heights and $1 million to 
East Cleveland from delinquent tax 
assessment collections. The Ohio 
Attorney General’s Office awarded 
an additional $100,000 to Cleveland 
Heights and $1 million to East Cleve-
land from settlement money received 
from the banks as penalty for preda-
tory lending practices.
	 The Cuyahoga Land Bank is acting 
as the repository for the combined $2.2 
million. Currently, it is identifying prob-
lem properties on the East Cleveland 
side of North Coventry and will execute 
the demolitions. Most of the properties 
slated for demolition are multifamily 
homes and large apartment buildings. I 
believe that this project will transform 
the neighborhood.  
	 With its proximity to Coventry 
Village, University Circle and Forest 
Hills Park, North Coventry should be 
able to attract and retain good neigh-
bors. I hope that this summer will be 
a defining point in expanding the vi-
brancy and success of Coventry Village 
to benefit all of Cleveland Heights.

Jason Stein is a member of Cleveland 
Heights City Council, a Heights High 
graduate and a lifelong Cleveland Heights 
resident. He can be reached at 440-253-9613 
or jstein@clvhts.com.
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Mention discount when scheduling. Tune-up allows for 
45 minutes of labor per system; parts additional. Valid during 
normal workday hours. One discount per visit. Excludes 
non-standard and attic A/C systems.     Expires 7/31/13

This summer 
there’s a better

way to keep cool!     
Schedule your 

Air Conditioning 
Tune-Up Now! 

Only $89

HEATING / COOLING / PLUMBING / BOILERS
hannheatingcooling.com 

216-932-9755

Fresh Air,
Fresh Fare!

Our patio 
is now open

for dining
al fresco.

 

2267 Lee Rd • Cleveland, OH 44118 • 216-932-3003 • stone-oven.com

----------------------

Cleveland Heights City Council 
meeting highlights
MARCH 18, 2013
All council members were present.

Youth Advisory Commission appointments
Council amended the ordinance establishing 
the Youth Advisory Commission to expand the 
number of youth members from ten to fifteen, 
with ten students from Cleveland Heights 
High School and five students from private, 
parochial, or home schools. Council then 
approved the appointments of Joey Houser, 
Laurel Brown, Joey Niccoletti, Kayla Primes, 
Alexandria Keller, Sydney Cook, Amanda 
Murray, Emily Vinson, Shani Gelles, Payton 
Meeks, Alice Janigro, H. Tre’ Grady, Garth 
Bennett, Ellen Posch and Joshselyn Smith to be 
youth members. Council also appointed the 
nonvoting adult members: Quintero Mack of 
the police department, Jeremy Holmes of the 
school district, and James Moore of the Recre-
ation Advisory Board. Dee Marsky, recreation 
supervisor, will staff the commission.

Nuisance properties
Council authorized demolition of five nuisance 
properties in the North Coventry area. These 
actions are part of a plan, created in collabora-
tion with the Cuyahoga Land Bank and the City 
of East Cleveland, to improve and revitalize this 
section of the city. These properties are:

•1632 Coventry Road
•1634 Coventry Road
•1691 Coventry Road
•1667 Eddington Road
•1681 Glenmont Road

Property assessments
Council approved two assessments against proper-
ties on which city work is done These assessments 
will be in effect for a period of three years, begin-
ning with the 2013 tax year, for collection in the 
years 2014 through 2016. Two percent of the 
expenses will be paid by the city.
• �The first assessment, for the expense of light-

ing city streets and public spaces, will have 
an annual rate of $1.02 per front foot (with a 
reduction for corner lots, if applicable).

• �The second assessment, for the expense of street 
improvements, including grading, draining, 
curbing, paving, repaving, repairing, sweeping 
or cleaning, as well as removing snow and the 
planting, maintaining, and removing of shade 
trees, will have an annual rate of $0.98 per 
front foot (with a reduction for corner lots, if 
applicable).

Waterline replacement
Council authorized hiring Mackay Engineering & 
Surveying Company for engineering and surveying 
services for the Lecona Drive waterline replacement 
project. The cost of these services is not to exceed 
$25,810. The project will be financed with Commu-
nity Development Block Grant (CDBG) funds.

Property donations from banks
Council accepted two property donations from 
banks:
• �1640–42 Coventry Road, from JP Morgan Chase 

Bank N.A. The city will determine whether to 
renovate or demolish the house on the property, 
which is in the North Coventry area.

• �3124 Eastwick Drive, from Wells Fargo Bank 

N.A. The house on this property was dam-
aged by fire and will be demolished.

LWV Observer: Katherine Solender.

APRIL 3, 2013
All council members were present.

Bicycle Coalition
The Heights Bicycle Coalition is sponsoring a 
Smart Cycling Class for adults on Saturday, May 
4, from 9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., at Heights High, 
for riders who want to learn more about using 
a bicycle to get around town, run errands, com-
mute to work and have fun. Information about 
the bike coalition’s events is on its website, www.
bikesintheheights.org.

Parking garage inspections
Council authorized hiring CT Consultants Inc. 
to conduct structural inspections of the parking 
garages located at Lennox and Surrey, Coven-
try, and Cedar and Lee roads to determine the 
cost of remediation, if any is needed. The cost 
of these engineering services is not to exceed 
$9,500.

Monticello Boulevard
Council Member Bonnie Caplan noted that the 
third phase of the Monticello Boulevard road 
construction project would begin this week.

Free mulch
Free mulch is available from the city in the Forest 
Hill Park parking lot off Forest Hill Road. Resi-
dents must bring their own containers.

NeuroWave loan
Council amended the city’s commercial revolv-

Look for earlier and often expanded 
postings of meeting summaries online 
at www.heightsobserver.org.

See disclaimer on page 4.

Fifteen Selected for CH Youth Advisory Commission

Simone Quartell

On March 18, the City of Cleveland 
Heights selected 15 ninth, tenth and 
eleventh grade residents to serve on its 
first-ever Youth Advisory Commission 
(YAC).
	 The formation of YAC was spear-
headed by Council Member Jason Stein, 
who came up with the idea because 
he wants young people in Cleveland 
Heights to have an opportunity to 
“speak out and be heard.”
	 Members of YAC met March 21 
and April 18 and decided to host a teen 
night as their first project. While Stein 
serves as liaison to YAC and there are 
three non-voting adult members, Stein 
said that the group is “youth-driven.”
	 Before teens could begin applying 
for a position on YAC, Stein spoke to 
Doug Heuer, CH-UH superintendent, 
who was “very supportive” of the idea. 
He also sent letters to principals of pri-
vate high schools in Cleveland Heights 

Cleveland Heights Youth Advisory Commission. Back row (from left) Jeremy Holmes, Dee Marsky, Joey 
Niccoletti, H. Tre’ Grady, James Moore, Emily Vinson, Amanda Murray, Quintero Mack, Alexandria Keller, 
Kayla Primes, Council Member Jason Stein, Laurel Brown, Payton Meeks and Garth Bennett. First row 
(from left) Joey Houser, Shani Gelles,  Ellen Posch, Alice Janigro, Sydney Cook and Joshselyn Smith. 

and nearby cities.
	 More than 20 young people ap-
plied for a position, and because there 
were “so many qualified applicants,” 
council decided to select 15 members—
five more than the 10 it had originally 
planned to choose. The youth members 
are Garth Bennett, Laurel Brown, Syd-
ney Cook, Shani Gelles, H. Tre’ Grady, 
Joey Houser, Alice Janigro, Alexandria 
Keller, Payton Meeks, Amanda Mur-
ray, Joey Niccoletti, Ellen Posch, Kayla 
Primes, Joshselyn Smith and Emily 
Vinson. Eleven members attend Cleve-
land Heights High School, two attend 
Gilmour Academy, one attends Bene-
dictine High School and one attends 
Beaumont School. Council selected the 
members unanimously.
	 In addition to Stein, Dee Marsky, 
recreation supervisor for the city, 
advises the group. The three adult 
members are Jeremy Holmes, a teacher 
at Cleveland Heights High School; 
Quintero Mack, a representative of 

ing loan agreement, dating from October 
2008, with NeuroWave Systems Inc., a medical 
device company. NeuroWave, which currently 
has 14 employees on site, has requested a 
24-month extension and permission to obtain 
additional outside financing and to subordinate 
its obligation to the city in return for a personal 
guarantee from the company’s president, Robert 
Schmidt, in the amount of $30,000.

Thermal imaging cameras
Council accepted a grant to the city’s fire 
department from the 2012 Assistance to Fire-
fighters grant program of the U.S. Department 
of Homeland Security/Federal Emergency 
Management Agency (FEMA). The city will 
use the funds to purchase three thermal imag-
ing cameras at a cost of $9,000 each. The 
city will be obligated to provide $3,600 (10 
percent of the grant total) in matching funds. 
Thermal imaging allows firefighters to see areas 
of heat through smoke or darkness and locate 
hazards, victims, and overheated electrical 
wiring, among other things.

1020 Rushleigh Road
Council declared the property at 1020 Rush-
leigh Road to be a nuisance and authorized 
abatement.

LWV Observer: Katherine Solender.

the Cleveland Heights Police Depart-
ment; and James Moore, a Recreation 
Advisory Board member.  
	 YAC will meet again on May 23 
at the Cleveland Heights Community 
Center. YAC’s Teen Night will take 

place June 14, from 7 to 9 p.m., at the 
Community Center.

Simone Quartell, a Heights High graduate, is 
a student at Cleveland State University and 
a Heights Observer intern.
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At CIA’s Pre-College Program 2013 you’ll spend two 
weeks using the tools and processes available only to 
our students and experience the life of an art student  
at a premier college of art and design.

Learn more at cia.edu/pre-college

Be an  
artist this 
summer.

Suggested donation:
$15 for adults, $9 for children
Join us for Sunday Worship

- Live music featuring Otis and the Shoreway Saints
- Games, prizes, balloons, raffle and more
- Euclid Beach Rocket Car rides
- Romp-n-stomp inflatable jumpers
- Flower Clown

- Popeyes Chicken
- Hot Dogs, pizza, beverages - Hot Dogs, pizza, beverages 
- Fresh strawberries, popcorn 
- Cotton candy, ice cream and cake

Fairmount Presbyterian Church
Sunday, June 2,  11:15 am - 2:15 pm

Tommy’s    is a local independently 
owned Cleveland Historical landmark  
and award winning family Restaurant 
celebrating our 40th  year anniversary.
We cater to all dietary walks of life. 
Stop in and see why we have become  
so many family’s favorite place to dine.

Come on over, we’re open! 
Sun—Thurs: 9am —9pm
Fri: 9am —10pm, Sat: 7:30am —10pm

Careful, reliable and 
respectful of your yard
Call for a free quote
Mention this ad for 20% off

440-463-7379
www.ripleytreeservice.com
www.facebook.com/ripleyenterprises

PO Box 198
Burton,Ohio
44021

440-463-7379 
440-632-5256

Barratrous Orthographers win Reaching 
Heights Spelling Bee
Simone Quartell

The Barratrous Orthographers, a team 
of lawyers from Squire, Sanders and 
Dempsey, were the winners of the 22nd 
annual Reaching Heights adult com-
munity spelling bee.
	 The winning team consisted of 
four-time participants Bonnie Bealer 
and John Lazzaretti, and five-time 
participant Becky Bynum. They won 
in the ninth round of the bee, correctly 
spelling the word integumentary.
	 Last year’s champions, the Noble-
Oxford PTA team, came in second. 
They were eliminated in the ninth 
round when they misspelled the word 
makebate. The second-place team con-
sisted of Lindy Burt, Kathy Soltis and 
Toni Thayer.
	 Finishing third and eliminated after 
misspelling nephelometric was the team 
representing the City of Cleveland 
Heights. It included Mary Dunbar and 
Cheryl Stephens, members of Cleveland 
Heights City Council, and community 
activist Jeff Coryell.
	 The FutureHeights team, consisting 
of board members Clare Taft and Kevin 
Smith, and Wayne Hatcher, the husband 
of board member Eustacia Netzel-
Hatcher, was eliminated in the second 
round with the word paraphernalia.
	 Up to 25 teams can compete in the 
bee, and each three-person team pays a 
minimum of $500 to enter. Most of the 
Cleveland Heights-University Heights 

The winning team hold the coveted Plastic Bee trophy. Left to right, John Lazzaretti, Bonnie Bealer, and 
Becky Bynum, of Barratrous Orthographers, representing law firm of Squire, Sanders and Dempsey. 
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public schools sent a team of parents. 
There were also two teams of students — 
one from the high school’s football team 
and one from the Instrumental Music 
Department.
	 The top fundraising team was Up-
per Case, a team of three professors 
from Case Western Reserve University. 
According to Krista Hawthorne, as-
sistant director of Reaching Heights, 
Upper Case has consistently raised the 
most money. This year, the team’s goal 
was $1,250. Upper Case won the bee in 
2008 and was runner-up in 2007.
	 Many past champions returned in 
2013. Barratrous Orthographers took its 
second title, having previously won in 
2010. The team came in second in 2011. 
Four-time champions OOPS (Orchestral 
Orthographers Prognosticate Success), 
representing the Cleveland Orchestra 
with members Lisa Boyko, Carolyn 
Warner and Beth Woodside, returned, 
as did the 2009 champions, the Know 
Knothings of the Cleveland Heights High 
School Parent Connections Council.
	 The bee lasted nine rounds. After 
only a few eliminations in the first three 
rounds, nine teams were eliminated 
in Round 4, leaving just seven in the 
fifth round. Every team misspelled its 
word in Round 5, keeping them all in 
the competition for Round 6. Teams 
representing Boulevard and Canterbury 
Elementary schools were eliminated in 
Round 6, followed in Round 7 by the 
Language Lovers, a team from Coventry 

Village that was competing in honor of 
Kay Heylman, a librarian, educator and 
community activist.
	 The Boulevard Elementary School 
team had the loudest cheering section 
and was awarded a bag of candy.
	 The Reaching Heights Spelling Bee 
raises funds for programs that support 
academic and musical excellence in the 
Cleveland Heights-University Heights 
public schools. The group presented 
Reggie Evans, a longtime active parent 
and citizen, with the Friend of Public 
Education Award.
	 Solomon Oliver, Jr., chief judge 
for the U.S. District Court Northern 

District of Ohio, served as the Bee’s 
lead judge, working with Doug Heuer, 
CH-UH superintendent, and Tony Zu-
pancic, a professor at Notre Dame Col-
lege. Nancy Levin, director of the CH-
UH Public Library System, served as 
pronouncer; Steve Titchenal projected 
the words for the audience for the 22nd 
time; and Steve Presser, owner of Big 
Fun, was the master of ceremonies. Kal 
Zucker, a member of the CH-UH Board 
of Education, took team photos.

Simone Quartell, a Heights High graduate, is 
a student at Cleveland State University and 
a Heights Observer intern.
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Happy Hour!
Mon thru Sat/ 4-9 p.m.

 $5 Appetizers $2.50 Domestic Beers
 $5 Wines $3.50 Imports
 $5 Cocktails

Expires  May 31, 2013.  Not valid with other 
offers/discounts. 1 per table. 

At Cedar & Fairmount in 
Cleve. Hts. 216-421-3333
www.madgreekcleveland.com

Buy 1 appetizer, 
get 1 free
with this ad.

13429 Cedar Road 
Cleveland Heights
216-397-7671
Mon-Fri 10-6 Sat 10-5
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 This Mother’s Day, give her  
something that will last forever; 
frame a photo of her favorite things.

thewinespotonline.com
             your spot for retail wine & craft beer
2271 Lee Road• Cleveland Heights  p 216.342.3623

Join us— Thursdays from 6–8pm &  
Saturdays from 5–7pm for wine and beer tastings. 
Let your taste buds experience something new 
each week. We offer 10% case discounts.   

Like us        TheHeightsWineSpot • Follow us       @thewinespotch

 

• Fences - crafted from cedar
• Patios - brick or flagstone
• Decks - cedar or composite
• Plantings - design & installed

Hundreds of Satisfied Cleveland Heights customers

MJM Landscape Design 
& Construction

Since 1983

For the finest Quality

Michael J. Madorsky   •   (216) 321-7729

216.321.7889  •  216.421.8380
2200 South Taylor Road • Cleveland Heights, Ohio 44118
www.qbds.net

treat the mom in your life 
  to a dream day of beauty

indulge mom with...
a european four layer facial, 

dream pedicure, swedish relaxation 
massage, and dream spa manicure

happy mother’s dayhappy mother’s day

Cleveland Heights demolishes  
former Medic/Pick-N-Pay building

The Heights Bicycle Coalition 

May is Bike Month nationwide. The 
Heights Bicycle Coalition is support-
ing local celebrations of Bike Month 
through collaborations with Heights 
cities, schools and more. All are 
welcome to participate in free Bike 
Month activities in the Heights.
	 May 4: Smart Cycling class for 
adults at Cleveland Heights High 
School library, followed by skills 
instruction in the parking lot. This 
class, designed for inexperienced rid-
ers who want to learn how to ride a 
bicycle safely and confidently, as well 
as for experienced riders who want to 
be sure of best practices and become 
more expert, will be taught by certi-
fied instructor Wendy Soucie, 9 a.m. 
to 12:30 p.m. Pay just $12 for materi-
als. Register by May 1 at smartcycling.
eventbrite.com. Contact Joy Henderson 
for more information at Lammerson@
sbcglobal.net.
	 May 6: 7:30 p.m. City Council de-
clares May Bike Month in Cleveland 
Heights. Bicyclists will gather at the arch 
at Coventry P.e.a.c.e. Park at 6:45 p.m. 
for a 7 p.m. ride to Cleveland Heights 
City Hall to thank the city for making the 
community more bicycle friendly and to 
highlight some next steps.
	 May 8: Bike or Walk to School 
Day at Cleveland Heights-University 
Heights schools. Kids who walk or 

May Is Bike Month in the Heights

life cycle

bike to school are better able to 
learn, get the exercise they need for 
optimal health, learn to navigate 
neighborhoods and avoid polluting 
the environment. Some schools will 
have bike rodeos during May.
	 May 13–17: Bike to Work Week 
includes:
• �May 15: Ride of Silence to honor 

bicyclists who have died riding 
their bicycles. Heights riders will 
gather at 5:45 p.m. at John Carroll 
University, in the Carroll Expansion 
Parking Lot, which is just east of the 
Dolan Science Center and south of 
Hamlin Quad, adjacent to Carroll 
Boulevard. Be ready to start riding 
with the group to University Hos-
pitals, Adelbert Road in Cleveland 
at 6 p.m. Bicyclists coming from 
Public Square in Cleveland will join 
us for a brief memorial ceremony.

• �May 17, 7–9:30 a.m.: Bike to Work 
Day will be celebrated with free cof-
fee and pastries at the intersection of 
Edgehill and Overlook roads, which 
is one of the busiest bicycle routes 
in Northeast Ohio. Coffee provided 
courtesy of Phoenix Coffee.

	 Heights residents are encouraged 
to be part of the celebration of Bike 
Month by getting on their bicycles 
and riding, either in the events cited 
here, or for commuting, errands, trips 
around town, and fun. Bike Cleveland 
also lists many more Bike Month 
events in Cleveland and the region on 
its website, www.bikecleveland.org.

Heights Bicycle Coalition (www.bikes-
intheheights.org) is a 501(c)3 nonprofit 
organization dedicated to making the 
Heights more bicycle friendly.

Deanna Bremer Fisher

Demolition of the former Medic Drug 
Store/Pick-N-Pay building at Noble and 
Glenwood roads in Cleveland Heights 
began March 29. The building had been 
empty for years. The demolition project 
was a collaboration between the City of 
Cleveland Heights and the Cuyahoga 
County Land Bank.
	 Mayor Ed Kelley said that once de-
molition is complete, “the city will issue a 
Request for Proposal to determine inter-
est from developers. The city is interested 
in proposals that will serve the neighbor-
hood and the community well.”
	 On April 12, the city issued Requests 

Back row (from left): Vice Mayor Dennis Wilcox, Richard Hollis, Pat McCarthy, Council Member Janine 
Boyd, Council Member Jason Stein, Cuyahoga Land Bank President Gus Frangos, Mayor Ed Kelley, 
Council Member Cheryl Stephens and Council Member Mary Dunbar. Front row (from left) Yaakov Stein, 
Avi Stein, Aaron Stein and Moshe Stein. 
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for Proposals (RFPs) for four city-owned 
properties. Links to the RFPs for new 
development on Euclid Heights Boule-
vard near Lee Road, at the intersection 
of Cedar and Coventry roads, on Noble 
Road near Greyton Road, and at the 
Turkey Ridge site on Edgehill Road can 
be found at www.clevelandheights.com/
index.aspx?page=365.
	 For more information, contact Kara 
Hamley O’Donnell, Cleveland Heights 
city planner, at kodonnell@clvhts.com 
or 216-291-4885.

Deanna Bremer Fisher is executive direc-
tor of FutureHeights and publisher of the 
Heights Observer.
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Custom floral design 

for over 60 years!

lowervill F (216) 932-7550 e

Hours M-F  9am-5:30pm • SAT 9am-1pm  
2268 Warrensville Center Road  
(between Fairmount Blvd and Cedar Rd) 

University Heights (216) 932-7550 
e-mail: flowerville216@aol.com  • www.flowerville.net 

24 hr. secure 
online ordering 
www.flowerville.net Michael Day 

Looking for a well-established, 
dependable, creative florist?  
We have continuously 
served Cleveland and all of 
Cuyahoga County for over  
60 years! Owner Michael  
Day asks you to consider  
Flowerville as 
your florist 
choice. 

12265 Chillicothe Road
Chesterland, OH 44026

440.729.7438

13410 Cedar Road
Cleveland Heights, OH 44118

216.932.0039

Buy 3 GET 1 FREE Week
Flats

Hanging Baskets
Roses

Azaleas
Rhododendrons

www.bremec.com

Like Us 
on

Follow Us 
on

Week long sale May 8-14 2013. Discount applies to regularly priced merchandise. 

May 8 – 14, 2013

Mother’s Day
Week Long SALE 

LFC to present recommendations to BOE May 7
Deanna Bremer Fisher

The Lay Facilities Committee (LFC) is 
finalizing its school facilities master plan 
in preparation for a presentation to the 
Cleveland Heights-University Heights 
Board of Education (BOE) at the board’s 
May 7 meeting.
	 The LFC has met approximately 
every three weeks since last October. 
The BOE created the committee on 
the model of its lay finance committee, 
after an 18-month process that ended 
with the board voting against placing a 
bond issue on the November 2012 ballot 
to finance a school facilities master plan 
(Plan C).
	 Plan C would have closed three 
elementary schools; moved fourth and 
fifth graders to middle schools; and, 
through a combination of renovation 

and new construction, created learning 
communities—flexible learning spac-
es—in all grades. The estimated cost to 
implement Plan C is $205 million.
	 The LFC sought to address com-
munity concerns regarding Plan C, and 
the group’s plan differs substantially 
from it. The LFC plan maintains the 
current grade configuration of K–5 in 
elementary school buildings, with space 
for pre-K programs, and 6–8 grades in 
middle schools. It maintains five of the 
current seven elementary buildings and 
closes one of three middle schools. It 
adds space to classrooms that are now 
too small, and adds flexibility, but does 
not create learning communities. It calls 
for an elementary school in University 
Heights, at Gearity Professional Devel-
opment School.
	 “Our plan better balances our 
district’s educational needs and our 
community’s preferences,” said Pat-
rick Mullen, LFC chair. “We have 
acknowledged and responded to calls 
for an elementary school in University 
Heights. The scope of renovations we’re 
calling for are comprehensive, creating 
schools that can serve our community 
for decades to come. And we call for 
a new competition swimming pool at 
Heights High, creating a much-needed 
community asset.”
	 The estimated cost for the LFC 
plan is $225 million, $20 million more 
than Plan C.
	 “This year, we will ask for funding 
for Phase 1, which will cost less than 
last year’s [proposed] Phase 1,” said 
Mullen. “Given the strong desire to 

renovate Heights High first, along with 
the middle schools, I’m hopeful the plan 
will win community support. The addi-
tional costs reflect more comprehensive 
renovation of the elementary schools. 
The community has several years to find 
the right balance between what we think 
we need and what we can afford.” 
	 The high school, to be renovated in 
the project’s first phase, will cost $6.5 
million more under the LFC plan. The 
learning communities that were part of 
Plan C required less square footage, and 
estimates are based on square footage. 
The LFC plan also moves all career and 
technical education programs to the 
high school.
	 The middle schools, also to be part 
of the first phase, will cost $12 million 
less under the LFC plan because there 
will be one less building.
	 The elementary schools, to be 
renovated in phase two of the project, 
seven to ten years later, will cost $35 
million more in the LFC plan. Five 
buildings, instead of Plan C’s four, and 
less reliance on learning communities, 
added 72,000 square feet to the plan, 
and thus increased costs. Under the 
LFC plan, the buildings would receive 
a comprehensive renovation, including 
the demolition of 1950s and 1970s ad-
ditions and construction of new spaces 
to improve circulation, safety and ADA 
accessibility.
	 The LFC decided to include a 
recommendation that geothermal be 
installed in each of the buildings even 
though, so far, only the high school site 
has been evaluated for feasibility. Geo-

thermal for the middle and elementary 
schools adds $4.7 million to the project. 
“If we want to make the investment in 
geothermal, we would have to do it with 
this project; it could not be done later,” 
said Mullen.
	 The renovation of the high school 
stadium and pool are not included in 
the costs for either plan. “We need to 
address that in our final recommenda-
tions,” Mullen said. “That means decid-
ing how much to include in our budget, 
and how much, if any, to anticipate from 
other funding sources.”
	 The LFC discussed the differences 
between a renovated pool ($4.5 million) 
and a new pool ($7.6 million) at its March 
24 meeting. While the LFC did not 
vote on the matter, several committee 
members expressed a desire to recom-
mend a new pool. “It is a good selling 
point with the community and ADA 
accessibility is important,” said Krissy 
Dietrich-Gallagher, LFC member.
	 Jim Posch, co-chair of the finance 
committee, said, “This is a big project 
and an important one for the com-
munity to support. We would need to 
pass a bond issue in November. We can 
do it for around the same cost as our 
last school operations levy, which we 
feel was a reasonably low amount—an 
amount we feel is affordable.”
	 For more information, visit www.
chuhfacilities.org.

Deanna Bremer Fisher is executive direc-
tor of FutureHeights and publisher of the 
Heights Observer. She serves on the LFC and 
is co-chair of its buildings subcommittee.

that their positions will not be available 
next school year.” [Read the district’s 
statement, and see a list of the teachers 
at www.heightsobserver.org.]
	 Shaker said that principals and 
supervisors gave letters to all affected 
teachers on April 18 or 19.
	 The district announced on April 10 
that staff cuts would be needed, citing 
“continuing uncertainty around Gov. 
Kasich’s proposed biennial budget and 
his education reform plan.” Doug Heu-
er, superintendent, said in an April 10 
statement that priority would be given 
“to retain the support and management 
positions that directly impact teaching 
and learning.”
	 According to Scott Gainer, chief 
financial officer, the district remains 
on a three-year levy cycle, with the next 
operating levy anticipated for 2014, at 
an estimated 8.6 mills. Heights voters 
passed the district’s last operating levy, 
6.9 mills, in November 2011.
	 The board is expected to vote by 
this July on whether to place a capital 
improvement levy on the ballot this 
November, authorizing the district to 
issue bonds to fund an extensive rebuild-
ing/renovation of the district’s school 
buildings. Last July, the board voted 
unanimously against placing a school 
facilities capital improvement levy on 
the November 2012 ballot.
	 In the district’s April 23 statement, 
Heuer said, “Our student population 
has decreased by 16 percent since 2001. 
Over that same time span, the district 
has reduced administrative staff by 21 
percent and support staff by 6 percent, 
but the teaching staff has increased by 
5 percent.”
	 Prior to casting their votes on April 
23, two board members commented on 
the staff cuts. Eric Coble said, “It’s aw-
ful. I understand why we’re doing this, 
but being from a family in education, I 
understand the impact.”
	 Karen Jones commented, “This isn’t 
something we’re doing lightly. I’ve felt 
privileged for the past two years to not 
have had to do what a lot of districts were 
doing [in cutting staff]. It is my hope that 
this is just temporary and we can bring a 
lot back before the school year begins.”

Kim Sergio Inglis is editor-in-chief of the 
Heights Observer. She lives in the Shaker Farm 
Historic District in Cleveland Heights.

Teacher cuts continued from page 1
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heights home and garden

Carpet Specials
2 room $599 (up to 333 sq.ft.)
1 room $299 (up to 180 sq.ft.)
Includes Installation 
w/ Premium Pad

In Store Payment Plan 
(No Credit Needed)

*See Store For Details*

Bring this ad and  
recieve a discount!
Discount NOT valid on specials!

www.shorecarpet2.com

Shore 
Carpet II 
216-531-9105

854 East 185th Street • Cleveland, Ohio 44119 

Mon-Tue 10-6
Wed 10-5
Thu 10-7
Fri 10-4
Sat 10-3

CLEVELAND HTS   
(216) 320-9761     
1812 COVENTRY RD, 
across from the parking garage 
SleepSourceUSA.com

  

SLEEPING
just got a whole lot cooler.

Introducing ICE—
the latest generation of gel mattress.

• Cooling Gel  Memory Foam
• Natural FR Rayon Fiber Sock  
• 5-Zone Performance Foam
• CertiPUR-US® Soy Based Foam Core

$999 2 Piece 
Queen Set

Regular $1,999
INTRODUCTORY 
PRICE

May 16 public panel 
to explain community 
gardening
Jeff Coryell

Gardens are a community asset. They 
provide a gardening opportunity to apart-
ment dwellers and to homeowners who 
desire additional or better garden space. 
They promote sustainable practices, such 
as food-waste recycling and local food 
production. They also improve commu-
nity food security by enabling residents to 
grow their own food or donate what they 
grow for hunger relief, provide an engaging 
activity for youth and improve the appeal 
and property values of neighborhoods.
	 The FutureNow committee of Future-
Heights and the new Heights Community 
Garden Network are hosting a panel dis-
cussion about community gardening in the 
Heights, on Thursday, May 16 at 7 p.m. at 
the BottleHouse, 2050 Lee Road.
	 Gardening experts will discuss the 
benefits and practicalities of community 
gardening. Panelists are Nicole Wright, 
program coordinator, OSU Extension-
Cuyahoga County; Lilah Zautner, sustain-
ability manager, Neighborhood Progress; 
and Cleveland Heights resident Saman-
tha Provencio, former leader of Fairfax 
Community Garden and founder of a 
new community garden in Little Italy.
	 Anyone interested learning more 
about community gardens or helping them 
thrive in the Heights is encouraged to at-
tend. For more information, visit www.
heightscommunitygardens.net.

Jeff Coryell is a visual artist, writer and 
community activist. He is a member of the 
FutureHeights Board of Directors and is 
the coordinator of the Heights Community 
Garden Network.

Community-Supported Agriculture in the Heights

Sarah Wean

More and more Heights residents are 
assuring themselves of an abundant 
supply of healthy produce from local 
farms by purchasing a share from one 
of our local Community-Supported 
Agriculture (CSA) groups.
	 CSA subscribers pay at the outset 
of the growing season for a share of the 
anticipated harvest. Once harvesting 
begins, they receive weekly deliveries 
of farm-fresh fruits and vegetables. 
following is a list of CSAs that deliver 
to the Heights. Contact individual ven-
dors for complete 2013 share purchase 
information.
	 Blue Pike Farm, Cleveland, (216-
373-9461, www.localharvest.org/csa/
M16461). Weekly pickup: First Baptist 
Church, 3630 Fairmount Blvd., Shaker 
Heights, on Wednesdays, 4–7 p.m.

	 Covered Bridge Gardens, Jefferson, 
Ohio (www.coveredbridgegardens.com). 
Weekly pickup: North Union Farmers 
Market, Shaker Square, during market 
hours, Saturdays 8 a.m. to noon.
	 City Fresh, Oberlin, Ohio (www.
gotthenac.org/city-fresh). Weekly pickup: 
Coventry Village Library (corner of 
Euclid Heights Boulevard and Coventry 
Road) on Tuesdays, 5–7 p.m.
	 Don Anna Farms, Garrettsville, 
Ohio (www.donannafarms.com/, or con-
tact Sue Baldwin at 440-834-4323). 
Weekly pickup: North Union Farmers  
Market at Shaker Square, Saturdays 8 
a.m. to noon.
	 Fresh Fork Market, Cleveland 
(www.freshfork.com). Weekly Pickup: 
Fairmount Presbyterian Church park-
ing lot, across the street from the 
church, at the intersection of Fair-
mount Boulevard and Coventry Road, 

Fridays, 4–7 p.m.
	 Geauga Family Farms, Middlefield, 
Ohio (www.geaugafamilyfarms.org, or 
contact Laura Dobson, LDobson@geau-
gafamilyfarms.org). Weekly pickup: Sat-
urdays, 9:30–11 a.m., St. Paul’s Episcopal 
Church, 2747 Fairmount Blvd., Cleve-
land Heights, or Thursdays, 5:30–6:30 
p.m., Ruffing Montessori School, 3380 
Fairmount Blvd.
	 Muddy Fork Farm, Wooster, Ohio 
(330-465-1399, www.localharvest.org/csa/
M24324). Weekly pickup: North Union 
Farmers Market, Shaker Square, Satur-
days 8 a.m. to noon.

Sarah Wean is a community activist and 
volunteer who coordinates the Sustainable 
Heights Network website at www.sus-
tainableheightsnetwork.net. Do you have 
a Heights area CSA to to add to this list? 
E-mail sustainablehts@gmail.com.

Welcome spring with the Nature Center’s annual plant sale

A selection of annuals, vegetables, herbs, perenni-
als and native plants at last year’s sale.

Wendy Donkin

May flowers . . . and plants and herbs 
and vegetables . . . will color the Nature 
Center at Shaker Lakes parking lot dur-
ing its 31st annual plant sale on Saturday, 
May 11, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
	 The sale features a wide variety of 
hard-to-find native plants, perennials 
and annuals selected by a local team of 
experienced horticulturalists. Annuals 
can be purchased in flats, individually, or 
in convenient preplanted hanging bas-
kets. There will also be a wide selection 
of vegetable plants ready for a kitchen 

garden, and plant assortments one can 
combine to create a beautiful container 
arrangement.
	 Experts will be available during 

the sale to help customers make their 
selections. The day also includes a free 
children’s craft activity—make some-
thing for Mother’s Day. Vendors and 
refreshments will be available to help 
make it a fun family day.
	 All proceeds benefit the Nature 
Center and its many programs. The 
Nature Center at Shaker Lakes (216-321-
5935, www.shakerlakes.org) is located at 
2600 South Park Blvd.

Wendy Donkin is an avid gardener in Cleve-
land Heights and the marketing manager at 
the Nature Center at Shaker Lakes.
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If you are 55+ and 

want to live more simply, 

         yet still independently and vibrantly, 

in a supportive atmosphere in the Heights, 

here are 3 good reasons to live here: 
 

 #1   LOCATION! LOCATION! LOCATION!  
With restaurants, banks, a grocery store, bakeries, 

RTA bus stops, a beauty salon, a gas station, and more  
within an easy stroll, you won’t have to drive in bad weather, or, at all! 

 #2    VERY FLEXIBLE MONTHLY LEASES! 

  #3    NO UPFRONT BUY-IN COSTS! 
 
 

Please call for information 
and your personal tour! 

 

(216) 321-5400    ●    www.thealcazar.com 
Located in Cleveland Heights’ charming Cedar Fairmount 

neighborhood at 2450 Derbyshire Road, 44106 

Listed on the National Register of Historic Places 

We’re So Nice to Come Home to! 

CH-UH Board of Education 
meeting highlights
APRIL 9, 2013
All board members were present.

Public comments
Teacher’s union president Ari Klein raised union 
concerns at the high school involving class size, 
duty assignments, and assignment load, among 
others. These issues had been discussed with 
district administration in fall 2012 but weren’t 
satisfactorily resolved. Therefore, the union 
asked Klein to request that the board work with 
union stewards to resolve these problems.

Master teachers
The second cohort of master teachers participat-
ing in the professional development program 
that is run in collaboration with John Carroll 
University will graduate from the program in mid-
May. Once these teachers finish, the district will 
have graduated 36 teachers from the program. 
This program gives them a state-level credential 
that is in addition to the master teacher designa-
tion they already have.

Library tax rate decrease
It was noted that the tax rate for the Cleveland 
Heights-University Heights libraries has been 
decreased as promised when the library bond 
issue was put forth; homeowners will see the 
changes starting in January 2014.

State budget impact
The board discussed district finances relative 
to the governor’s recently announced finan-
cial plans for public school systems. Board 
President Ron Register said he has asked Scott 
Gainer, district treasurer, and Doug Heuer, 

superintendent, for recommendations on how to 
decrease operating costs without compromising 
educational programming. Gainer commented 
that the district almost certainly will lose some 
state funding but the amount is uncertain, given 
that that the governor’s proposed plan seems to 
have little support from the legislature.
	 At the Ohio School Boards Association 
legislative conference, Register learned of a 
proposal to direct casino revenues toward 
funding vouchers for parental choice, in which 
case that money would not come to the Ohio 
public schools. He also reiterated that because 
Republicans are not united in support for Gov. 
Kasich’s budget, a revised plan is almost certain 
but would not likely include an increase in fund-
ing for the district.

Upcoming events
On May 2 the 33rd annual Hall of Fame 
banquet will be held at Executive Caterers at 
Landerhaven.

LWV Observer: Cassandra Talerico.

[Note: Board meetings on March 19 and 27 
were not reported because the board met in 
executive session except for a few minor, routine 
agenda items.]

Look for earlier and often expanded 
postings of meeting summaries online 
at www.heightsobserver.org.

See disclaimer on page 4.

Susie Kaeser 

The party invitation read, “How can 
you help send a child to school? It’s 
simple. Empower her Mom.”
	 Of course this caught my atten-
tion. The party was a benefit for Mer-
cado Global, a nonprofit organization 
founded by Heights High graduate 
Ruth DeGolia, who has built a suc-
cessful business that gives indigenous 
Guatemalan women financial stability. 
Mercado Global fosters women entre-
preneurs and develops sales opportu-
nities for the fashion accessories the 
women produce in their home-based 
workshops. It’s been a big success. 
Revive, on Lee Road, was an early 
outlet for these crafts, which are now 
also sold by national retailers including 
Nordstrom and Anthropologie.  
	 Mercado Global artisans, indig-
enous women who have endured civil 
war, domestic violence, poverty and 
hunger, know that education is the key 
to a brighter future for their children. 
They use their new economic well-
being to buy public education, which 
is not free in Guatemala, for their 
daughters.   
	 In the United States we are fortu-
nate to have a system of public schools 
that are free and open to all, which 
makes them true equalizers. I fear 
that many advocates for change in our 
nation’s current public school reform 
debate are indifferent to the role free 
public education has played in our 
national success. Some seem willing to 
squander this precious bedrock institu-
tion, but the women of Guatemala know 
something we may have forgotten.
	 I see us inching slowly but peril-
ously away from our commitment to 
well-funded and actively supported 
public schools. In a culture driven by 
consumerism, is a free public education 
less valuable? Is it easier to shop around 
for a school than work to create a system 
that benefits everyone? Would we rather 
get away from each other than grow up 

Guatemalan women know what matters

the common 
good

together, share our gifts and problems 
with one another, and be bound by our 
investment in each other’s success? If 
we allow the public system to become 
second rate, it will lose its ability to 
equalize. Public education is diminished 
if left only to those without choice. Is 
that what we really want?
	 Our commitment to and invest-
ment in public education must not 
wither. Each time we remove resources 
from our public schools in favor of 
unregulated, selective and often here-
today-gone-tomorrow charter schools, 
we are pulling the legs out from our 
commitment to equal opportunity.
	 Each time a child moves from 
a public school to a charter school, 
chances increase that a public school—
an expression of our commitment to 
one another—will be closed, destabiliz-
ing a community and diminishing the 
constituency for an effective public 
education system.
	 If we don’t value free public 
schools, we don’t value the students 
who attend them. The great equalizer 
of public education has succumbed 
to a preference for private schools, a 
widening of class distinction, and an 
erosion of mutuality and hope. What 
does this do for opportunity?
	 The women in Guatemala know 
what matters for their children. Let 
this remind us that a commitment 
to the common good that guarantees 
all children access to a free and val-
ued public education helps explain 
our comfortable lives. We’ve been 
throwing rocks at public education 
and everyone associated with public 
schools for too long. What is the value 
of demonizing an institution that is so 
valuable, unless we don’t believe in its 
greater democratic purposes?
	 Let’s not undercut the future by 
disinvesting in an established resource 
with a wonderful history and track 
record!
	 To learn more about Mercado 
Global, visit www.mercadoglobal.org.

Susie Kaeser is a longtime resident of Cleve-
land Heights, former director of Reaching 
Heights, and serves on the national board 
of Parents for Public Schools.

Of her senior solo piece, Miller said, 
“It is an unusual Beethoven piece—
it’s not as romantic his other pieces.” 
She credited her Heights High music 
teacher, Dan Heim, with teaching her 
“resilience, integrity and tenacity.”
	 Miller began playing piano at age 
seven at the Cleveland Music Settle-
ment. She has been a member of the 
Heights High Symphony and the 
Heights High Piano Trio since her fresh-
man year, and served on the junior jury 
for the 2011 Cleveland International 
Piano Competition.
	 Eight years ago, O’Keefe attended a 
concert featuring a senior soloist playing 
the oboe. “That was when I knew what 
I wanted to do,” she said. O’Keefe de-
scribed the movement she will perform 
as “a very modern piece,” and said, “I 
especially love the part where I play with 
the percussionist.”
	 O’Keefe said she is grateful to both 
of her music teachers, Dan Heim and 
Brett Baker. “Mr. Heim has really helped 

me rein in my love of fast tempo. He 
said, ‘I know you can play fast, but that 
doesn’t mean it will sound good.’”
	 O’Keefe began playing oboe in 
fifth grade and went on to become 
principal oboe in Symphonic Winds 
and the Heights High Symphony. She 
has performed in the Pit Orchestra 
and played trumpet in Marching Band 
for four years. She has also played with 
the Cleveland Youth Wind Symphony, 
Contemporary Youth Orchestra and 
Cleveland Orchestra Youth Orchestra.
	 Both Miller and O’Keefe plan to 
attend music conservatories in the fall, 
to study music performance.
	 Every fall, senior IMD members 
audition to become senior soloists at 
concerts. An especially strong field this 
year yielded five soloists overall.

Joy Henderson, parent/community liaison 
for Heights High, wrote this article with 
contributions from Hope Wright, president of 
Band Orchestra Parent Organization.

senior soloists continued from page 1

 FOURTH annual 

FBC farmers Market 
Local, Sustainable, Whole Food For Sale Weekly 

First Baptist Church of Greater Cleveland 
3630 Fairmount Blvd. Shaker Heights      216-932-7480 

Wednesdays 4:00  — 7:00 pm 
June 19  —  October  2 
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Get the Funny Times app for your iPad or Kindle.
www.funny times.com

heights schools

Nobel Laureate Wiesel addresses 
CHHS students at KSU

Mark Sack

On April 11, 25 Cleveland Heights High 
School students visited Kent State Uni-
versity (KSU) to hear a speech by noted 
writer, professor, political activist and 
Holocaust survivor Elie Weisel, winner 
of the Nobel Peace Prize in 1986.
	 Wiesel’s message to the large audi-
ence, including many students, was a call 
for compassion and for direct action to 
alleviate human suffering. He shared 
personal stories of persecution and suf-
fering during World War II, including 
time at Auschwitz, and explained how 
these experiences influence his daily 
life. For example, when he goes to res-
taurants he asks the owner to arrange 
donations of leftover food for hunger 
relief.
	 The students were visibly moved 
by Weisel’s speech and expressed 
appreciation for the opportunity to 
put a face and voice to the author 
of Night, Wiesel’s book based on his 
experiences at Asuchwitz, which they 
studied in their Lessons of the Holo-
caust class.
	 The Heights students’ trip was pre-
ceded by a viewing of Oprah Winfrey’s 
2006 interview with Wiesel during a 
visit to Auschwitz, followed by a dinner 
provided by the Renaisance School at 
Heights High. 
	 On the bus to Kent State University 

the students visited with retired Heights 
High teacher Dr. Leatrice Rabinsky, a 
nationally known Holocaust educator 
and founder of Holocaust Studies at 
Heights High in the 1970s.
	 On the return trip from Kent, the 
students were invited to take action in 
the spirit of Wiesel’s message by partici-
pating in the ‘Day of Silence’ at Heights 
High on April 19, an annual event that 
recognizes the ‘silencing’ felt by mem-
bers of the LGBTQ community. 
	 In addition to Rabinsky, other spe-
cial guests on the trip included Principal 
James Reed and Guidance Counselor 
David Peake of the Renaissance School, 
Social Justice Club staff adviser Lana 
Myers, and recently retired teacher 
Adrienne Yelsky, who formerly taught 
Lessons of the Holocaust at Heights 
High.
	 This field trip was supported by the 
Renaissance School, the Jewish Student 
Union at Heights High, and the Holo-
caust Education Fund of the Cleveland 
Heights High School Alumni Founda-
tion. To help support similar enriching 
experiences for students in the future, 
readers can make a tax-deductible 
donation to the alumni foundation 
earmarked for Holocaust-related educa-
tion.

Mark Sack teaches Lessons of the Holocaust 
and A.P. psychology at Heights High.

A group of Heights High students, along with administrators and staff, traveled to Kent State University 
on April 11 to hear Elie Wiesel speak.

Toledo BOE opts for internal 
candidate over Heuer
Kim Sergio Inglis

On April 8, the Toledo Public Schools 
(TPS) Board of Education voted unani-
mously (5-0) to enter into contract nego-
tiations with Romules Durant, assistant 
superintendent for TPS, thus effectively 
selecting him as interim superintendent 
of its schools.
	 Doug Heuer, Cleveland Heights-
University Heights City School District 
superintendent, was the other finalist 
for the position.
	 The TPS board did not issue a 
statement regarding its April 8 vote. Ac-
cording to Patty Mazur, TPS director of 
communications, “the board want(ed) to 
wait until contract negotiations with Dr. 
Durant are complete and he is named as 
interim.” On April 23, the board approved 
a one-year contract with Durant.
	 Board members interviewed both 
Heuer and Durant, the sole internal 
candidate, on Monday, April 8. The board 
previously interviewed both men the 
week of April 1, along with a third candi-
date. The finalists were narrowed down 
from an original field of five candidates.
	 Heuer became superintendent of 
Cleveland Heights-University Heights 
schools in 2009. He received an initial three-
year contract, effective Aug. 1 of that year.
	 In June 2011, the Cleveland Heights-
University Heights Board of Education 
voted unanimously to extend Heuer’s 
contract for three years, effective Au-
gust 2012 through July 31, 2015.
	 An April 3 article in the Toledo Blade 
named Heuer as one of three finalists for 
the position of interim superintendent 
of TPS.

	 News that Heuer was interviewing 
for an interim position in another district 
came as the CH-UH district’s Lay Facili-
ties Committee (LFC) continues to work 
toward making a recommendation to the 
CH-UH Board of Education for a compre-
hensive school facilities plan. The board 
tasked the LFC with making its report no 
later than early May. The board would need 
to act by July in order to place a bond issue 
on the ballot this November.
	 Patrick Mullen, executive director of 
Reaching Heights and chair of the LFC, 
commented, “We’re making recommenda-
tions that we hope will result in facilities 
that will serve our community for several 
decades, long after those of us with kids 
in our schools become empty nesters, and 
over the terms of multiple superinten-
dents and school board members.
	 “I salute Superintendent Heuer for 
bringing the urgent need for upgrading 
our school facilities to the forefront of 
our civic conversation. The need pre-
ceded his tenure and the investments I 
hope we make will long outlast it.”
	 Heuer did not respond to requests for 
comment from the Heights Observer.

Kim Sergio Inglis is editor-in-chief of the 
Heights Observer. She lives in the Shaker Farm 
Historic District in Cleveland Heights.

Doug Heuer
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• Old lawn renovations and
new lawn installations

• Patios, walks and retaining walls
• Drainage and irrigation systems
• Lighting systems
• Bed installations and plantings
• Fences and wood structures
• Water features
• Landscape design services

Give your yard and garden
a makeover this spring!
We've renovated and rejuvenated
Heights-area yards and gardens
for 30 years.

Lawn Lad. Passionately
committed to making

your yard and garden look
their beautiful best.

www.lawnlad.com | (216) 371-1935

Not yet ready for a total yard and garden makeover?
Our landscape maintenance services give you the
gradual upgrades you want, without breaking the bank.
Let us show you how a few clever changes today will
enhance the way you enjoy your yard and garden tomorrow.

Call now to schedule your
complimentary design consultation.
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Beaumont students win at District 
and advance to State Science Day
Rita Kueber 

At the Western Reserve District 5  
Science Day, sponsored by the Ohio 
Academy of Science, Beaumont students 
won seven awards. Of the 23 students 
who competed, 18 students scored high 
enough to qualify for State Science Day, 
to be held at Ohio State University on 
May 11. This is the largest Beaumont 
group ever to qualify for State Science 
Day.
	 The award winners in Category 
Awards were Anna Grushetsky ‘13, first 
place in mathematics; Megan Jones 
‘13, second place in biochemistry; and  
Elizabeth Stanitz ‘14, third place in 
botany.
	 Beaumont students who received 
honors in the Sponsored Awards were 
Emily Boes ‘14, Akron District Society 
of Professional Engineers; Laura O’Meara 
‘16, American Institute of Chemical En-
gineers; Courtney Prebul ‘13, ASM Inter-
national; and Julia Parker ‘14, Bridgestone 
Americas Tire Operations LLC. The 
awards were presented March 16 at the 
University of Akron.
	 The 18 Beaumont students who 
qualified for State Science Day are  
Emily Boes, Yennmay Chia, Molly  
Cogan, Francesca Fabe, Grace Gamble, 
Rachel Graf, Anna Grushetsky, Megan 
Jones, Christina Kerner, Laura O’Meara, 
Michelle Park, Julia Parker, Alena  
Prcela, Marija Rowane, Sarah Sal-
amone, Julie Schiffer, Klaudia Sirk and  
Elizabeth Stanitz.
	 At State Science Day, students will 

be competing for more than $2.3 million 
in college scholarships, trips, bonds, and 
cash prizes.

Rita Kueber is the public relations and mar-
keting manager for Beaumont School.

Roxboro Elementary principal 
announces resignation
Deanna Bremer Fisher 

Tara Grove, principal of Roxboro El-
ementary School, announced on April 8 
that she will leave her position at the end 
of the school year. 
	 “My husband has been commuting 
for the past year and a half to Columbus 
each week,” Grove wrote in a letter to 
parents. “After the strain of being apart 
as a family, we have decided that my 
husband and I will be moving with our 
daughter to the Columbus area so our 
whole family can be together nearer to 
my husband’s job. I am saddened beyond 
words to leave the Roxboro community 
after five wonderful years. The students 
have brought me joy each and every day. 
The staff is incomparable and I will never 
forget my time with them all. I have 
learned so much from our amazing group 
of educators, parents, and students.” 
	 Grove has been a Cleveland Heights 
resident for 11 years. She began her teach-
ing career in the Chicago public schools 
and taught third through fifth grade at 
Oxford Elementary in CH-UH for five 
years. 
	 During her tenure at Roxboro, 
the State of Ohio awarded the school  
Excellent with Distinction for the 2010–
11 academic year. In 2011–12, Roxboro  
was rated Excellent, falling short of  
perfect by one indicator, but increasing 
its performance index to 99.1, an all-time 
high.
	 Rosemary Pierce and Jen Holland, 
Roxboro Elementary PTA co-presidents, 
said parents are sad and a little con-

cerned. “It was 
s u r p r i s i n g , ” 
sa id  Pierce , 
“because you 
can see how 
much she en-
joys her job day 
in and day out. 
Pa r e n t s  a r e 
understanding 
and supportive 
of her decision 
to put her family first.”
	 Holland concurred, commenting, 
“She was so accessible, and people knew 
her on a personal level. She leaves a strong 
legacy. I’m confident we will attract well-
qualified candidates.”
	 “The goal is to have someone in place 
by May,” said Pierce, “so that the person 
can shadow Tara.”
	 “Tara found success with a very di-
verse population,” said Pierce. “She truly 
values each child and works hard to make 
them feel important. She is an excellent 
leader of teachers and parents. She created 
a positive, warm and welcoming culture 
that has set a high standard and leads to 
effective education.”
	 Grove said the hardest part of leaving 
was saying goodbye to friends, families 
and neighbors. “It’s so hard to leave,” she 
said, “especially when you love coming in 
the door every day.”

Deanna Bremer Fisher is executive director 
of FutureHeights, publisher of the Heights 
Observer and a Roxboro Elementary School 
parent.

Ahhhhhh…… SUMMER!! 

Join us at Forest Hill Swim Club…
a casual summer club for fun, sun, 

families, and friends.

www.foresthillswimclub.org
2333 Lee Blvd., Cleveland Heights, Ohio 44118

Join during May and save $100. 

Full Family Membership - $700/year
Couples/Singles Membership - $400/year

Club amenities include pool, picnic grounds,  
large play area for kids, swim lessons, swim 
team, and more. Floaties, toys, and fun ARE 

permitted in our pool.

Tara Grove

Anna Grushetsky
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heights seniors

* *

Judith Eugene

Most of us know that our physical and 
mental abilities change as we age, but 
not many of us know exactly why. The 
short explanation is that, just like a car, 
parts naturally wear out over time. The 
longer explanation is an interesting 
look at human biology.
	 Gerontologists at the National 
Institute on Aging (NIA) study the dif-
ferences between normal age-related 
changes and disease-related changes. 
They have found that normal changes, 
including hearing loss and a reduction 
in brain volume, occur even among 
healthy older people.
	 Over time, aging affects the cells 

Oh, that explains it! The causes of age-related changes

SENIOR SCENE
of every major organ of the body, which 
is what causes these changes. For ex-
ample, lung tissue loses elasticity and 
causes us to get “winded” more easily. 
Digestive enzymes decrease, affecting 
our ability to properly absorb nutrients 
and putting us in danger of malnutri-
tion. Blood vessels in the heart lose 
flexibility, causing the heart to work 
harder, often resulting in high blood 
pressure. 
	 Bones and muscles are also natu-
rally affected by age. According to the 
Mayo Clinic, bones tend to shrink in 
size and density, making them more 
susceptible to fracture and causing us to 
lose height. Muscles lose strength and 
flexibility, which causes a decrease in 
coordination and trouble with balance.
	 Aging also affects our eyes and ears. 
We naturally become more sensitive to 
glare, have trouble adapting to different 
levels of light and have trouble reading 

small print. Hearing is also diminished, 
and we have difficulty hearing high fre-
quencies or following a conversation in 
a crowded room.
	 Urinary incontinence is another 
common complaint in older adults, 
and can be brought on by menopause 
in women and an enlarged prostate in 
men. 
	 Our skin gets thinner and less 
elastic with age, causing more sores 
and bruising. Decreased production of 
natural oils can also make skin drier.
	 A decrease in taste and smell is also 
natural with aging, often leading to de-
creased appetite and poor nutrition. It 
can also cause a temptation to use excess 
salt or sugar, which can aggravate high 
blood pressure and diabetes.
	 Perhaps of greatest concern to older 
adults is a decrease in memory. It can 
bring with it a fear of dementia and 
Alzheimer’s disease. 

	 Publications are available from 
The Alzheimer’s Association (800-272-
3900 ) that compare normal age-related 
memory symptoms with memory symp-
toms that may indicate something more 
serious. 
	 The Mayo Clinic and the NIA both 
agree that maintaining good health 
can reduce the severity of age-related 
changes. They report that physical activ-
ity, a healthy diet, stress management, 
abstinence from smoking and excess 
alcohol, and staying mentally and so-
cially active can help keep us as healthy 
as possible as we age.

Judith Eugene is a native of Cleveland 
Heights who provides classes and activities 
for senior adults and those with physical 
and mental challenges through www.Lov-
ingHandsGroup.com. She may be reached 
at 216-408-5578 or Judith@LovingHands-
Group.com.

Home ownership, aging, accessibility 

Allison Urbanek

I recently attended a senior focus group 
at the Cleveland Heights (CH) Senior 
Center. I went because I wanted to 
hear about the concerns of our city’s 

aging population. Here’s what I learned: 
Cleveland Heights residents are die-
hard fans—they want to age right 
here, if not in their homes, in a senior 
housing facility within the city limits. 
Furthermore, they are concerned with 
the lack of senior-friendly housing in the 
city. They want single-floor living with 
universal design, close to a bus line and 
the senior center.
	 The meeting ended with group 
members pledging to be “squeaky 

wheels” and I left feeling energized. Af-
ter all, at Home Repair Resource Center 
(HRRC) we have begun to incorporate 
the principles of aging in place and 
universal design into our workshops. We 
believe it is essential that people con-
sider these issues whenever they make 
home improvements. I was surprised to 
learn that there are not many affordable 
options for accessible housing in Cleve-
land Heights, nor in other communities 
in the region.
	 I also attended a seminar offered 
by Services for Independent Living Inc. 
It, too, bemoaned the lack of affordable 
options and predicted that the need for 
accessible housing will increase over the 
next decade.
	 When I returned home after the 
seminar, I began to panic. I told Dave, 
my fiancé, about the focus group and 
the seminar, and told him that we need 
to start thinking about aging in place, 
right now! What will happen if I am in 
a freak accident and break both of my 
legs, so I can’t get into my house, let 
alone up the stairs.
	 I know I have a tendency to over-
react (maybe because I turned 30 in 
April), but I would have real problems if 
I were no longer able to handle stairs or 
needed a wheelchair to get around. My 
home is a typical inner-ring suburban 
structure, with exterior stairs leading to 
both front and rear doors. There’s a half 
bath on the first floor with an extremely 
small doorway and no room for a wheel-
chair, a tall and narrow staircase up to 
the second floor where the full bath and 
bedrooms are located, then more steps 
to the finished third floor.
	 “So,” I continued freaking out to 
Dave, “what could I possibly do in this 

situation?” He stared at me and calmly 
said, “We would find a way. We’d turn 
the dining room into your new bed-
room. It’s freshly painted, you’d have 
a great view, you’d enjoy it.” Seriously, 
that’s the best answer?
	 We—all of us—need to think about 
these possibilities as we age and as we 
repair and renovate our aging homes. It 
helps to become informed. Accessibility 
doesn’t have to look sterile and hospital-
like. Universal design can be visually 
pleasing, as well as practical. It most 
cases, it will increase a home’s value.
	 AARP has published Beautiful 
Living for the Second Half of Life, a 
book that focuses on “refurbishing 
and renovating—inside and out—to 
promote personal freedom and healthy 
longevity.” It promotes universal design 
features including “wide, no-threshold 
doorways, a first-floor bedroom, and a 
walk-in shower.”
	 AARP also offers a Home Fit Guide 
to help determine if your home is a 
healthy and safe environment where you 
can age in place. Search for Home Fit 
Guide at www.aarp.org/sitemap/ or call 
877-926-8300 to request one.
	 The CH Senior Center will host 
“Senior Housing Matters” on May 30 
from 1–3 p.m. This forum will provide 
an opportunity to learn about the 
future of elder-friendly housing in the 
Heights and surrounding areas. I will be 
there; join me. I have heard the seniors 
loud and clear and hope that others 
are listening, too. Let’s be part of the 
“squeaky-wheel” group and push for 
change.

Allison Urbanek is the program director for 
HRRC.

New postal regulations got you down?  
Let us mail it for you!
J.A.C. Business Communications, Inc.

Mail Service • Database Management • Office Administration

Our responsive customer service and competitive pricing will keep you on 
time and on budget.

Contact Anne at 216-861-5588   Fax: 216-861-0505

www.jacbusiness.com
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You can have
a beautiful,
healthy lawn

Our customized lawn care program 
and lawn renovation services make 
distressed lawns healthy and green
again. To find out how we can make
your yard the envy of the neighborhood
call today. 

www.lawnlad.com | (216) 371-1935

• Lawn renovation and 
new lawn installation

• Organic and traditional 
lawn fertilization programs

• Integrated weed and 
pest management

• Organic lawn topdressing 

• Lawn aeration and 
thatch removal 

• Weekly lawn maintenance

Despite your best efforts,
are you disappointed with the 
appearance of your yard? 

Are you tired of calling an 
800 number and not receiving
the personal service you deserve?

Are you frustrated with 
high pressure sales calls
for services you don’t want or need?

Lawn Lad. Passionately 
committed to making 

your yard and garden look
their beautiful best. 
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restaurant+lounge | 216.321.0477
3099 mayfield road | cleveland heights, ohio

rockefellers-restaurant.com
tuesday through saturday 4 pm-1 am

Heights senior triumphs at Hathaway Brown film festival
Bill Kramer

Cleveland Heights High School senior 
Antonio Harper was the big winner at 
Hathaway Brown School’s iMagine Film 
Festival. On April 12, Harper’s film, 
“Larry,” won first place in the comedy 
category, and then was named Best in 
Show as the festival’s single most out-
standing film.
	 “I was thrilled, excited and nervous 
all bundled into one,” Harper said. He 
added that his film’s humorous look at a 
day in the life of a Heights student came 
from staying true to his own creative 
instincts. “When Mr. Glass told me 
about the competition, I started think-
ing about complex things. But when 
it came down to doing it, I went with 
what’s natural to me.  I’m a comedian 
and it paid off.”
	 Harper went home with $150 in 
gift certificates and valuable contacts 
in Cleveland’s film community. Harper’s 
dream is to continue making films in 
college and then turn his passion into a 
career in the film industry.
	 All five of Heights High’s film 
entries were well received by the en-
thusiastic audience. Jeff Glass, Heights 
High’s video production instructor, was 
not surprised. “The film work com-
ing out of our program can compete 
with any school—public or private—in 
Northeast Ohio. We have extremely 
talented students, and we appreciate 
that this film festival, and others like it, 
are providing this type of exposure for 
their work.”
	 Antonio Harper said that he felt 
well prepared by his four years of 
working in Glass’s program. “From 
storyboarding, to setting up shots, to 
lighting and filming; I learned how to 
take an idea from my imagination and 
bring it to life!”
	 Harper’s film will be available for 
public viewing by the beginning of  
May, when all of the films in the 
competition will be uploaded to Ha-
thaway Brown’s iMagine Film Festival  
website.
	 The iMagine Film Festival was cre-

ated to provide Northeast Ohio high 
school filmmakers a venue to show 
their original films and receive feedback 
from local industry professionals. This 
year’s festival screened 35 student films 

Lake Erie Ink to host 
Teen Fiction Symposium, 
summer camps

Heights Observer Editor

Lake Erie Ink (LEI) is a Cleveland 
Heights-based nonprofit that provides 
creative expression opportunities 
and academic support to youth in the 
Greater Cleveland community. The 
organization is wrapping up a year of 
creative programming with a Teen Fic-
tion Symposium on Saturday, May 11, 
from 1–4 p.m.
	 Held at LEI’s home in the former 
Coventry Elementary School, at 2843 
Washington Blvd., this event is a chance 
for teens from throughout Greater 
Cleveland to meet local authors, be-
come inspired, and experiment with 
new writing techniques. Teens in grades 
6–12 can look forward to panel discus-
sions and workshops with published 
writers in a variety of genres, including 
mystery writer Les Roberts, science 
fiction writer Charles Oberndorf, and 
young adult novelist J.T. Dutton, author 
of Freaked.
	 Admission is $5, with scholarships 
available. This program is made possible 
by the residents of Cuyahoga County 
through a public grant from Cuyahoga 
Arts & Culture.
	 Events at Lake Erie Ink don’t end 
with the school year. LEI is offering 
seven weeks of summer camp that will 
offer opportunities for creative-expres-
sion, indoor and outdoor play, snacks, 
and collaborative team games. Summer 
Ink Writing Camp, which is open to stu-
dents entering grades 4 through 12, runs 
from 1–5 p.m., Monday through Friday, 
with session topics including playwrit-
ing and puppetry, writing outside-the-
box, comics and graphic storytelling, 
and community connections.
	 Summer Ink costs $85 per week, 
with financial assistance available. LEI’s 
teen programming continues through-
out the summer. For more information 
and session dates, visit http://lakeerieink.
org/summer-ink-creative-writing-summer-
camp/, or call 216-320-4757.

in three categories: comedy, drama and 
miscellaneous.

Bill Kramer is a local freelance writer and 
parent of a Heights student.

 Class 1 Pavers & Remodelers 
(216) 392-1335 class1pavers@sbcglobal.net 

Ask for Gary or Mike  
(216) 392-1335 

1481 Warrensville Ctr. Rd. 
www.class1pavers.com 

Residential Driveways 
Asphalt & Concrete 
Masonry 
30% off Kitchens & Baths 

Roofing  
Sealcoating 
Siding 
Windows 

A+ rating 

Spring is here!  

Financing Available 
36 Months No Interest 

Heights High senior Antonio Harper.
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Specializing In:
n  Contractors
n  Auto Repair Garages
n  Non-Profits
n  Day Cares
n  Personal Insurance
n  And Much more

Call us for a 
no-obligation review

For All Your Business and 
Personal Insurance Needs

Rockefeller Center, Suite 203  n   3109 Mayfield Road  n   Cleveland Heights, OH 44118
216-965-0646   www.KellerNational.com

Discover your inner self 
through the thrilling art

of indoor cycling
and the ancient
practice of yoga.

We are a Culture.  We are a family.  Come join us.

1846 Coventry Road, 2nd Floor  |  Cleveland Heights, Ohio 44118  |  216-965-0310  |  www.spyngaflows.com

$49 one-month unlimited membership
(new clients only)

Unlimited yoga for $99 per month

New class of
Yoga Teacher Training

kicks off September 2013!
Maximum of 15 students accepted.

spyngaFlows ...
where you are not just another

student on the mat.

SpyngaFlow_2013_9.83x3.5_Ad.indd   1 4/16/13   9:50 PM

Heights Libraries and CSU bring Small Business 
Development Center to the Lee Road Library

Sheryl Banks

The Cleveland Heights-University 
Heights Public Library will partner 
with Cleveland State University’s (CSU) 
Monte Ahuja College of Business 
and the City of Cleveland Heights to  
move the existing Small Business De-
velopment Center (SBDC) to its new 
Heights Knowledge and Innovation 
Center in the west wing of the Lee 
Road Library. 
	 This move will increase the cus-
tomer base of the SBDC, currently 
located in Cleveland Heights City Hall, 
and enable those seeking advice on 
business plans, marketing, staffing or 
other related issues to use the library’s 
resources to put their plans into action. 
	 “We are a model for the whole coun-
try,” said Nancy Levin, Heights Libraries 
director. “We will be documenting our 
activities so that other libraries can fol-
low our lead. This is a partnership that 
makes complete sense.”
	 Jim Kraft, director of the Cuyahoga 
County SBDC at CSU and a graduate 
student at CSU’s Monte Ahuja College 
of Business, will staff the SBDC. Kraft 

fabric
sewing patterns

ribbon
and inspiration!

The fabric and sewing boutique 
in Historic Lit tle Italy, Cleveland

2026 Murray Hill Road : Cleveland, Ohio 

216.229.2220

boltandspool.com

Open Wednesday – Friday 12-5 pm
Saturday 12-4 pm

What’s going on 
at your library? 
Coventry Village Library
1925 Coventry Road, 216-321-3400
Wednesday, May 1, 7 p.m.
Cedar-Coventry Author Series: Vegan Cook-
books with Tamasin Noyes. Noyes will talk 
about her cookbooks (Vegan Sandwiches 
Save the Day!, Grills Gone Vegan, and Whole 
Grain Vegan Baking) and the vegan phi-
losophy, and will bring delicious vegan 
snacks for the audience to sample. Read 
her food blog at www.veganappetite.com.

Lee Road Library
2345 Lee Road, 216-932-3600
Saturday, May 4, 2 p.m.
Free Comic Book Day. Visit your friendly 
neighborhood librarians for activities, 
games and a costume contest to celebrate 
Free Comic Book Day. Everyone who 
comes gets a free comic book. For comic 
lovers in grades K–8.

Noble Neighborhood Library
2800 Noble Road, 216-291-5665
Wednesdays, May 1–29, 3:30 p.m.
Wonderful Wednesdays (LAF - Library After-
school Fun). Join us every Wednesday after 
school for fun in the library. We might be 
playing games, making origami figures, 
painting, doing wacky weird science, 
crafting, or creating other fun projects. 
Every week is different, so stop in to see 
what we’re up to.

University Heights Library
13866 Cedar Road, 216-321-4700
Tuesdays in May, 6 p.m.
Ibero-American Film Festival. (English 
subtitles). Visit www.heightslibrary.org for 
complete film listings for this month-long 
festival.

has been advising small business owners 
for more than 20 years.
	 Staff will be funded by the Ohio De-
partment of Development and the U.S. 
Small Business Administration. There 
are 39 SBDCs in the state of Ohio.
	 “Locating the CSU SBDC in the 
Heights Knowledge and Innovation 
Center (HKIC) opens a new avenue for 
the small business person in the region,” 
said Kraft. “Combining the resources of 
the CSU SBDC and the library will give 
small businesses access to information 
in a whole new way. The CSU SBDC  
will be able to utilize all of the databases 
that are available and will be able to pass 
this on to our clients. This partnership 
is a first in the SBDC network and we 
are excited to be part of it.”
	 “We are very enthusiastic about 
this opportunity to collaborate with 
Heights Libraries to advance economic 
development in the region and hope to 
set a positive example for other SBDCs 
and library systems to follow,” said Steve 
Percy, dean of the Monte Ahuja College 
of Business.
	 The new HKIC at Heights Librar-
ies will include:

• �An improved computer lab with 26 
roomy work stations and computers 
featuring Microsoft Office software

• �Expanded wireless access in the HKIC 
lounge area

• Two small meeting rooms
• iPad rental (coming in July)
• �A special collection of business- and 

technology-related books and maga-
zines

• �A production work area and office sup-
plies such as a copier, printer, scanner 
and fax machine 

• A video, sound and digital media lab
	 The building currently houses 
Dobama Theatre, which will not be 
affected by the renovation, and Family 
Connections’ Little Heights Literacy 
Playroom, which will move to the space 
currently occupied by the Library’s ex-
isting computer lab. 
	 The grand opening for the HKIC 
will be on Sunday, June 2, 1–4 p.m. at the 
Lee Road Library, 2345 Lee Road. The 
SBDC will open later that month.

Sheryl Banks is the marketing and com-
munity relations manager for the Cleveland 
Heights-University Heights Public Library.
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Small, Personalized Yoga Classes
Reiki for People and Pets

Workplace Wellness Programs

LovingHandsYoga.com
216.408.5578

Located in Coventry Village

10% Off For New Yoga Students!

S

Loving Hands 
   Yoga & Reiki

GiFt CertiFiCateS available

The new Heights Knowledge and Innovation Center is set to open June 2.
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®

Resale Done Right

Now Buying
Spring!

For ALL women, 
sizes 0 to 26, 
and maternity

Be Frugal Look Fabulous!
25373 Lorain Rd. N. OLMSTED 440-617-6013

6145 Mayfield Rd. MAYFIELD HTS. 440-646-9640
15143 Pearl Rd. STRONGSVILLE 440-238-8300

M-F 10am-9pm • Sat 10am-7pm • Sun 12pm-6pm

WE PAYCASH FOR CLOTHES!

ann taylor
banana republic

chico’s
coach

coldwater creek

eddie bauer 
express 

gap
guess
j. crew

jones of new york
lane bryant

limited
michael kors
motherhood

nordstrom
talbots

vera bradley

Some of the brands we buy from you:

1 WADE OVAL DRIVE, UNIVERSITY CIRCLE • CLEVELAND, OHIO • 44106 

216.231.4600   •   CMNH.ORG
Sharkabet was produced by the Miami Science Museum.
Megalodon was produced by the Florida Museum of Natural 
History with support from the National Science Foundation.

Through September 1

Largest Shark that Ever Lived

Proud education sponsor:

A Sea of Sharks from A to Z

Collection of historic prints featured 
at Friends Spring Mega Book Sale
Louisa Oliver

This year’s Friends of Heights Librar-
ies Spring Mega Book Sale, May 2–5 at 
the Lee Road Library, 2345 Lee Road, 
will feature an exciting addition to its 
usual collection of used books and AV 
materials. 
	 In partnership with Heights Arts, 
Friends of Heights Libraries is selling 
a collection of more than 1,200 prints, 
including maps and illustrations from 
the Atlas of Cuyahoga County (1874); wood 
engravings from Harper’s Weekly and 
other 19th-century news publications, 
including images by Thomas Nast, an 
early political cartoonist; mezzotints; 
Cadart prints; reproductions of famous 
paintings; and sheet music. Proceeds 
from the sale of the prints will ben-
efit Friends of Heights Libraries and 
Heights Arts. 
	 Friends of Heights Libraries is ex-
tremely grateful to Vixseboxse Art Gal-
lery for the opportunity to offer these 
prints to the community. The collection 
was assembled over three generations 
and covers a wide expanse of time, ge-
ography, subject matter and media. 
	 Today, old prints are valued for 
their aesthetic quality but many were 
originally created for mass media, such 
as Harper’s Weekly. 
	 Published between 1857 and 1916 
in New York City, Harper’s Weekly was 
one of the first illustrated newspapers, 
bringing the war home in much the same 
way as television did for the Vietnam 

MARCH 18, 2013
Board Member Abby Botnick was absent.

Community survey available on 
website
Sheryl Banks, marketing and community 
relations manager, worked with Baldwin Wal-
lace University on finalizing, promoting and 
launching the community survey. Those not on 
the random phone-survey list can fill out the 
survey form on the library’s website.

Public libraries confront e-book pricing
The nine public libraries in the county have 
signed an op-ed piece submitted to the Plain 
Dealer concerning the fact that six of the larg-
est trade publishers refuse to sell e-books to 
public libraries. When e-books are available, 
the pricing can be as much as five times higher 
than the pricing for print copies of the same 
titles. For example, Justin Cronin’s bestseller 
The Twelve is priced at $9.99 as an Amazon 
e-book, $15.51 in print, and $84 as an e-book 
for libraries.

Friends’ activities
A partnership with Heights Arts will enable 
Friends of Heights Libraries to sell prints from 
the Vixseboxse Gallery and share the pro-
ceeds equally with Heights Arts. The prints 
will be available at the May 3–5 book sale.
	 The March “First Friday” sale brought in 
$600. On May 18 there will be a fundraiser 
at The Wine Spot.

2013 budget planning
Molly Pandelli, fiscal officer, addressed the 
budget planning for the 2013 General Fund. 
While the library’s certified Public Library 
Fund (PLF) amount is 2.5 percent higher for 

2013, property taxes are certified to be ap-
proximately 5 percent lower than in 2012. 
The collection budget is increased and will 
include more e-books and downloadable ma-
terial. Periodicals and business books for the 
Heights Knowledge and Information Center 
(HKIC) will be included. A contingency bud-
get will remain at $150,000 for unexpected 
expenditures.

Public Service Report highlights for 
February
• �Coventry Librarian Pat Gray served as a 

judge at the Roxboro Middle School Spell-
ing Bee, which went 19 rounds.

• �Noble Librarian Constance Dickerson was 
on the jury to select the 2013 Mary V. 
Gaver scholarship recipient. The American 
Library Association awards this scholarship 
to a library school student specializing in 
youth services.

• �Youth Services Librarian Sarah Biscuso 
and Youth Services Associate Shamekia 
Chandler collaborated with the Heights 
High GRADS class to present early literacy 
concepts to seven teen mothers. The librar-
ians gave them a bibliography of books 
and taught them read-aloud techniques.

LWV Observer: Anne S. McFarland.

Cleveland Heights-University 
Heights Public Library Board
meeting highlights

Look for earlier and often expanded 
postings of meeting summaries online 
at www.heightsobserver.org.

See disclaimer on page  4.

War. These 
illustrations 
were facili-
tated by an 
advance in 
p r i n t i n g 
technology, 
as engravings on hard wood could be 
set with metal type and printed in tens 
of thousands of copies.
	 The Spring Mega Book Sale will 
take place in and around the Harvey & 
Friends Bookshop on the second floor 
of the library. 
	 On Thursday, May 2, from 5–8:30 
p.m., there will be a special preview for 
Friends of Heights Libraries members,  
featuring discounted prices. Member-
ships ($10) will be available at the door. 	
	 On May 3–5, the sale is open to 
the public during regular library hours 
(9 a.m. to 9 p.m. Friday, 9 a.m. to 5:30 
p.m. Saturday, 1–5 p.m. Sunday). On 
Sunday, all remaining books (except 
for children’s books and those specially 
marked) will be sold in bulk for $4 per 
grocery bag.
	 Don’t miss this exciting opportu-
nity to see and buy prints not offered 
elsewhere, and to get a fascinating 
glimpse into times and places that 
chronicle both history and art.

Louisa Oliver is president of the Friends 
of Heights Libraries. She was director of 
Heights Parent Center (now Family Connec-
tions) and is a 35-year resident of Cleveland 
Heights.

2555 Euclid Hts. Boulevard,  Cleveland Heights (at the corner of Edgehill)

Worship
Wednesday

6pm - Agape Community Meal 

    (students welcome!)

7pm - Neo Monastic Evening Prayer

Sunday

10am - Community Eucharist

Compline & Evensong

5pm  May 5 at St. Paul’s

5pm  May 12, 19, 26 at St. Alban’s

J.S. Bach: Sacred, Sombre and 
Celebratory
Presented by Burning River Baroque
Saturday, May 4 at 8 p.m.

St. Alban Episcopal Church

2555 Euclid Hts. Boulevard

Admission: Suggested donation $20 

 ($10 students)

St. Alban’s Episcopal Community
www.saintalbanchurch.org

www.heightsobserver.org   See more stories online
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Call 216-249-5455 or go to www.coitmarket.org  
15000 Woodworth Rd near East 152nd and Noble

TM

Coit’s Growing
in your neighborhood

Healthy Produce. Healthy People. Healthy Connections.

Learn what’s available. Join our e-mail list by e-mailing  
coitmarket-subcribe@yahoogroups.com or join “The Coit Road Farmers Market” on Facebook.

Open Saturdays Year Round – 8:00AM to 1:00PM
Wednesdays April thru November 

10:00AM to 1:00PM

HeigHts frame & art
Custom Picture framing

2252 Warrensville Center road
University Heights, Ohio 44118
216-371-3711

heightsframe@sbcglobal.net

Wrapping up CIFF 37
Jewel Moulthrop

The 37th annual Cleveland International 
Film Festival (CIFF) is now history—
but what an exciting time it was! What 
follows may be old news for the thou-
sands who attended the closing night 
celebration, but for those who missed 
the festival, here is what it was all about. 
  	 CIFF, presented by Dollar Bank, 
hosted record-breaking crowds during 
the 12-day event held in downtown 
Cleveland. The festival welcomed 93,235 
attendees (a 9.7-percent increase over 
last year’s record attendance). One of 
the most exciting moments came on the 
second Saturday when it was announced 
that festival fans had contributed more 
than $140,000 to the annual fund that 
Cuyahoga Arts & Culture will match. 
The festival’s goal had been to raise 
$100,000. The final amount on Sunday 
was $154,138 in Challenge Match dona-
tions. 
	 CIFF 37 showcased 180 feature 
films and 165 short subjects from 64 
countries. FilmSlam, the festival’s high 
school and middle school mini-fest, 
brought 6,009 engaged and enthusiastic 
students to Tower City. 
	 An estimated 730 volunteers con-
tributed 8,334 hours of their time, and 
support from 210 sponsors and funders, 
165 nonprofit community partners, and 
73 media and neighborhood outreach 
partners also contributed to the success 
of CIFF 37.  
	 More than 200 filmmakers from 
around the world shared their films and 
many participated in Film Forums and 

Q&A sessions following the screening  
of their films. Winners of the competi-
tions and awards, which were announced 
at the Closing Night ceremony on Sun-
day, April 14, received cash prizes ranging 
from $1,000 for short films to $10,000 
for the festival’s newest award—Reel-
WomenDirect. And the winners are: 
	 The Roxanne T. Mueller Audience 
Choice Award For Best Film went to 
“Good Ol’ Freda”; the winner of the 
George Gund III Memorial Central and 
Eastern Film Competition was “When 
Day Breaks”; the Nesnadny + Schwartz 
Documentary Film Competition Award 
went to “Shepard & Dark”; “Honor 
Flight” won the Greg Gund Memorial 
Standing Up “For” Film Competition; 
and “In the Shadow of the Sun” won the 
Greg Gund Memorial Standing Up “To” 
Film Competition.
	 The American Independents Film 
Competition went to “Mariachi Grin-
go”; “Underdogs” won the Local Heroes 
Film Competition; and The ReelWom-
enDirect Award for Excellence in Di-
recting by a Woman went to “G-Dog.”
	 “Bear Me” won the Best Animated 
Short Film Award and “Kolona” won the 
Best Live Action Short Award. Each of 
these will qualify for consideration in 
the Short Films category of the annual 
Academy Awards. For a full list of short 
subject film award winners, please visit 
www.clevelandfilm.org.

Jewel Moulthrop is a Cleveland Heights 
resident, a member of the FutureHeights 
Board of Directors, and chair of the Heights 
Observer’s Editorial Advisory Committee.

‘Matryoshka, Memory’ 
Every spring, the anniversary of my grandfather's death returns, alongside the 
blooming of leaves and flowers and the rising choruses of birdsong, awakening 
us before dawn. This poem recalls a visit to my grandfather, who suffered from 
Alzheimer's at the end of his life. — Philip Metres

Inside, where bay opened past bay

windows, Grandpa sat, rocking himself

like a mother and child. My mother recalled

our day to him—awakening to salt breezes,

the bleached white shoreline churches

against the almost painful glitter of breakers.

Unmoored from words, his face still spoke—

the waves stinging his eyes to tears.

Soon, in the wake of his brain, he will lose

the harbor, a daughter’s face. His sea legs leave. 

His hands will anchor to his lap. Soon, the world

will narrow to a bed, bread taken through a tube.

Mercy, mercy when he forgets, at last, to breathe.

	 —from "Matryoshka, Memory" (published in the book To See the Earth)

Philip Metres is a poet and professor of English at John Carroll University. His 
recent book, A Concordance of Leaves, was published by Diode Editions in 2013.

Brennan’s Colony
2299 Lee Road, Cleveland Heights 

Happy Hour Weekdays

Party Room Weekends

Voted Best of Heights

brennanscolony.com
216.371.1010

Perry Auto Center

 Car Sales 
Buy Here Pay Here

0% interest
Warranties available

Body and mechanical 
repairs financed

Interested in seeing the car? 
We will bring it to you.

(440)259-3125

FACEBOOK/SWEETIEFRY 
YELP/SWEETIEFRY

2307 LEE ROAD • CLEVELAND HEIGHTS  
OHIO 44118 • 216-932-2300

Tallying the votes to determine the winners at the Cleveland International Film Festival.
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SCOTT HAIGH
www.ScottHaigh.com
Scott@ScottHaigh.com
Direct: 216-272-6889

1164 Plainfield, South Euclid.  
UNDER CONTRACT!

The Tavern Company 
2260 Lee Rd., Cleveland Heights 

216.321.6001 

www.TavernCompany.com 

April Showers                         
Bring May Flowers                  

-AND-                                   
Tavern Company’s Patio…    

See You There! 

summer 
swap 

Holistic Moms Network, Cleveland East 

has your spring cleanout left       
a mound of donation bags? 

bring your kids’ outgrown 
clothes to trade in/trade up!  

SATURDAY, JUNE 15, 10 am 

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 
Fairmount @ Coventry 

http://bit.ly/WKAaum 
http://on.fb.me/11Cbvy9 Experience the Atma Center difference! 

2319 Lee Road    216-371-9760     atmacenter.com 

ATMA CENTER 
YOGA FOR EVERY BODY 

 

30 DAYS  
UNLIMITED 
YOGA - $39  

IRRESISTIBLE! 

(NEW STUDENTS ONLY) 

Friends with benefits: Soak up summer at Cain Park
Lisa Manzari

Summer in the Heights. What could be 
better? How about dance, music and the-
ater under the stars at Cain Park with the 
best seats in the house? The Friends of 
Cain Park (FOCP) has been supporting 
Cain Park for more than 20 years. “A $30 
membership, or $40 for a family, gets you 
preferred and discount seating for most 
shows,” said David Budin, president of 
the FOCP board. “And you’ll get your 
name in the season program.”
	 This summer marks Cain Park’s 
75th anniversary. The season-long  
celebration begins June 5 with a free 
concert in the Evans Theater. This year’s 
lineup features legendary progressive-
rock band Yes, as well as Melissa 
Etheridge, Amy Grant, Big Bad Voodoo 
Daddy and Kris Kristofferson, from 
June through August. Jazz, folk, blues, 
dance, theater—even singing angels—
are slated for performances in the Evans 
and Alma theaters.
	 FOCP supports programming such 
as $2 Tuesdays, $5 Fridays and other 
special events throughout the season. 

“The mission of Cain Park is to make 
arts and cultural events accessible to ev-
eryone in the community,” said Chessie 
Bleick, founder of FOCP and its current 
board vice president and treasurer. “We 
are delighted to support the park and 
members of our community in present-
ing the incredible performances right in 
our very own neighborhood.”
	 On Saturday, May 25, beginning 
at 9 a.m., Cleveland Heights residents 
get a jump on 2013 season ticket sales. 
FOCP will be there bright and early to 
sign up new members at its table across 
the courtyard from the main ticket 
windows, and to encourage people to 
attend the group’s annual benefit.
	 FOCP’s 2013 fundraiser takes place 
on Aug. 8 with a concert by Kris Kristof-
ferson. “He has not played in Northeast 
Ohio for many years,” said Budin. “It 
should be a great show and we invite 
everyone to join us for dinner—an 
after-work picnic—before the concert, 
to enjoy food from local restaurants and 
our sponsoring partner, Trader Joe’s, 
plus beer and wine, in the covered Col-
onnade, right behind the lawn-seating 

area. And then you get the best seats in 
the house for the concert.”
	 Most of FOCP’s budget comes from 
membership fees, plus bottled-water 
sales during the Cain Park Arts Festival 
in July and the benefit in August. “We 
encourage nonmembers to come to 
our fundraiser,” said Budin. “We’ll have 
great food, and a keg, and then you just 
walk down to those first few rows in the 
front to enjoy the show.”
	 “If you’re not able to attend the 
benefit, consider buying an engraved 
brick,” Budin suggested. “For $50, your 
brick will have a permanent place in the 
park, where friends and family members 
can see it. And for $75 you can take 
advantage of FOCP’s Brick & Member-
ship Package.
	 Membership fees increase after  
June 15, to $40 for a single membership 
and $50 for a couple/family. In addition 
to supporting Cain Park program-
ming, FOCP provides the funds to 
award prizes to the artists during the 
Cain Park Arts Festival, and monetary 
scholarships to two Heights High  
graduating seniors planning to study 

performing and visual arts.
	 For information on becoming a 
FOCP member and the complete 2013 
schedule, visit www.cainpark.com.

Lisa Manzari is a board member of the 
Friends of Cain Park.

New Cleveland Heights Poet Laureate reaches out with social media
Meredith Holmes

The recently appointed Cleveland 
Heights Poet Laureate, Kathleen Cer-
veny, manages major arts initiatives 
at the Cleveland Foundation and has 
never been afraid to venture into new 
territory. One of the founders of the 
Coventry Village arts festival, Cerveny 
initiated arts and culture programming 
on WCPN, was the first winner of the 
famed Heights Arts “Haiku Death 
Match,” and last year embarked on 
a low-residency M.F.A. program in 
creative writing at the University of 
Southern Maine.  
	 As poet laureate, Cerveny is now 
exploring another new realm—the 
place where poetry and social media 
meet—namely Twitter.  Her “Poetweet” 
will get the Twittering public involved 
in the process of creating poems. Each 
month, Cerveny will invite people to 
submit tweets on a given subject to 
hash tag #htspoetweet. These tweets 
will serve as inspiration for a poem that 
Cerveny will then write and publish on 
the Heights Arts website.
	 For a list of Poetweet topics, visit 
www.heightsarts.org.

	 Peggy Spaeth, Heights Arts execu-
tive director, commented on the orga-
nization’s selection of Cerveny as poet 
laureate, noting, “Heights Arts has a 
knack for finding and revealing the art-
ist in people. It’s a delight to provide 
Kathleen with an opportunity to share 
her gifts, since she has helped so many 
other artists shine over the years.”

	 “I have always been a community 
person,” Cerveny said. “I am thrilled 
to be living in Cleveland Heights; it’s 
my artistic and emotional home.” Ex-
plaining why she hit on the Poetweet 
idea, she said, “I wanted the collective 
understanding of my fellow Cleveland 
Heights residents to be part of my 
contribution to the city’s creative life.  

I hope hundreds of current—and maybe 
former—Cleveland Heights residents 
participate in this project.”
	 Cerveny, who has a bachelor of 
fine arts from the Cleveland Institute 
of Art (CIA) and for 20 years made a 
living as an artist, has appreciated po-
etry since she was a small child.  “My 
grandfather read poetry to me before 
I could read myself,” she recalled, and 
said she enjoyed the CIA instructors 
who integrated poetry and visual art. 
“I’ve always loved to write. I got serious 
about poetry when I gave up my visual 
art practice, and a good friend encour-
aged me.”
	 Acknowledging that writing is a 
solitary activity, Cerveny noted that 
many poets participate in workshops, 
groups and classes to grow as writers 
and hone their skills. She points out 
that the raw material from which poets 
make poems comes from a life fully 
lived among others. “Poetry depends on 
having experiences with the world,” said 
Cerveny, “so that in those moments of 
reflection, you are honest.”

Meredith Holmes is a poet, freelance writer 
and longtime Cleveland Heights resident.

Kathleen Cerveny was recently appointed Poet Laureate of Cleveland Heights.

c
o

u
rt

es
y 

h
ei

g
h

ts
 a

rt
s



Heights Observer May 1, 2013	 				    www.heightsobserver.org20

heights business

See why State Farm® insures more drivers than 
GEICO and Progressive combined. Great service, 
plus discounts of up to 40 percent.*
Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®

CALL FOR QUOTE 24/7.

Talk to your neighbors, 
then talk to me.

1001174.1

*Discounts vary by states.
State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company
State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL

Betsy Warner, Agent
2491 Lee Blvd

Cleveland Heights, OH  44118
Bus: 216-932-6900

betsy@betsywarnerinsurance.com                                                  

COFFEE

BETTER
TASTES

L   CAL 

ROASTED IN THE 216
LOCALLY ROASTED IN CLEVELAND OHIO

EAST 9TH COVENTRY LEE
PHOENIXCOFFEE.COM2287 LEE ROAD

CLEVELAND HTS,OH 44118
216.932.8227

1854-A COVENTRY ROAD
CLEVELAND HEIGHTS, OH 44118

216.932.5282

1700 EAST 9TH ST
CLEVELAND, OH 44114

216.771.5282

Decorate Your HomeLike a Pro! 
Take our easy-to-understand 

class taught by a licensed 
Architect & Interior Decorator! 

www.JudithEugeneDesigns.com 

216.408.5578
Call or click for a class schedule

d

Learn how to:
  • Use color & pattern 
  • Decorate on a budget
  • Organize & manage clutter 
                        Plus lots more!

At 50, Severance faces challenges

Vince Reddy

Heights residents are now accustomed 
to the 1960s-vintage Severance Town 
Center in our midst, though the site 
was still the lushly landscaped 161-acre 
estate of John L. Severance as late as 
the 1950s, decades after the surround-
ing residential neighborhoods were 
developed.
	 In 1953, Severance Millikin, a 
nephew, hired the Austin Company 
to develop plans for future use of the 
Severance property. Austin opened its 
since-demolished headquarters there 
in 1960 and the Winmar Company 
of Seattle broke ground in 1962 for 
Ohio’s first automobile-era enclosed 
shopping mall. The center opened in 
1963, anchored by branches of old-line 

Cleveland department stores, Halle’s 
and Higbee’s. Most perimeter proper-
ties—those located outside Severance 
Circle—were still unoccupied. Austin’s 
campus, in the northeast corner of the 
perimeter, was the exception.
	 The new mall competed with Cedar 
Center in University Heights, which 
opened in 1956, and would face many 
other competitors beginning with Rich-
mond Mall in 1966, and the formidable 
Beachwood Place in 1978.
	 Severance Mall underwent major 
renovation in 1972 and a new wing 
anchored by discounter Gold Circle 
opened off the south end of the mall in 
1981. A year later, the entire Halle’s chain 
was liquidated by an investor group that 
had purchased it from Chicago-based 
Marshall Field’s. Gold Circle closed its 
underperforming Severance store in 
1984.
	 A $20-million renovation in 1986 
replaced Gold Circle with a food 
court and several new stores. Dillard’s 
bought Higbee’s in 1987 but kept the 
Higbee’s name until 1992. Joseph Horne 
Company of Pittsburgh, a chain whose 
Ohio stores would soon to be acquired 
by Dillard’s, opened in the long-vacant 
Halle’s space in 1989, and both anchor 
stores carried the Dillard’s name when 
they closed in 1995.
	 Severance’s anchor stores were de-
molished in 1996. The rest of the mall 
was dismantled in 1998, though the 
steel skeleton and some inner spaces 
were retained. The original convenience 
wing also survived, now anchored by a 

Dave’s Market. The center opened in its 
current format—as a double-sided strip 
center—in 2000, with a Home Depot 
store occupying the former Halle’s site 
and Walmart and Regal Cinemas where 
Higbee’s once stood. Winmar sold the 
property in 2004. At the same time, 
privately-owned Severance Circle and 
its four access roads were rebuilt and 
turned over to the City of Cleveland 
Heights as public streets. It is currently 
managed by Pine Tree Commercial Re-
alty of Northbrook, Ill.
	 The reconfigured retail center once 
again faces challenges. Several smaller 
stores are vacant and the 126,000-square-
foot Walmart store will go dark this 
summer when its much larger replace-
ment opens in South Euclid. The center’s 
600,000 square feet of retail space will 
then be 30-percent vacant.
	 Of course, Severance consists of 
more than the core retail center. Nu-
merous residential properties, including 
three mid-rise apartment buildings, 
a converted office building, and the 
Courtyards of Severance townhouse 
community (occupying the former Aus-
tin campus), are joined by the Cleveland 
Heights City Hall, a post office, a Kaiser 
Permanente facility, and other entities 
on the outside of Severance Circle.
	 The Severance estate would almost 
certainly be developed differently if 
done today, but the original 1956 prelim-
inary land-use plan was forward-looking 
for its time. It limited retail and com-
mercial uses to inside Severance Circle, 
restricted perimeter properties to office, 

institutional, and residential uses, and 
required a 150-foot-deep wooded buffer 
between the Severance buildings and 
surrounding residences. In keeping with 
the time, Severance was laid out without 
much regard for pedestrian circula-
tion, but it has always been somewhat 
friendly to public transit and continues 
to be served by RTA routes 9 and 37.
	 Severance’s preliminary land-use 
plan was revised by the city in 2000. 
The revision began to address the  
adverse retail trends and the challenge 
of getting to the shopping center with-
out an automobile. The 150-foot buf-
fer was retained. Though the types of  
permitted uses were adjusted, restric-
tions on retail and commercial devel-
opment remained in order to avoid  
what the revised plan called “the visual 
blight of uncoordinated strip develop-
ment.”
	 In keeping with the revised plan, a 
sidewalk and bike lane—accommodat-
ing counter-clockwise traffic only—were 
added in the early 2000s, but the site 
remains difficult and uninviting for 
pedestrians and bicyclists. 
	 Perhaps the challenges now facing 
Severance—which despite its problems 
provides the community with access to 
a wide array of goods and services—
present an opportunity to once again 
rethink its form and content.

Vince Reddy, a 16-year resident and the 
former zoning administrator of the City of 
Cleveland Heights, is a member of the Fu-
tureHeights Board of Directors.

An aerial view of the Severance estate from the west in 1949. An aerial view of Severance Mall soon after it opened in 1963. Except for the Austin Company’s campus, 
the perimeter sites were all still undeveloped.

C
o

u
rt

es
y 

C
le

ve
la

n
d

 M
em

o
ry

 P
ro

je
c

t

C
o

u
rt

es
y 

C
le

ve
la

n
d

 M
em

o
ry

 P
ro

je
c

t



Heights Observer May 1, 2013	 			    www.heightsobserver.org21

heights business

RATES START AT $45. PER MONTH

2843 WASHINGTON BLVD., CLEVELAND HEIGHTS, OH 44118
(IN THE COVENTRY BUILDING)
216.320.6890 / THEOPENOFFICE.NET

Washington & Lee Service, Inc
2080 Lee Road, 

Cleveland Hts., OH 44118

(216) 371-2850
Chip Ramsey Owner

Simone Quartell

Bill Mitchell remembers when his 
parents, Chris and Penelope, opened 
Mitchell’s Fine Chocolates (www.
mitchellschocolates.com, 216-932-3200). It 
was originally on Coventry Road, next 
door to the Centrum Theatre.
	 Back then, candy was not available 
at the movie theater, so patrons would  
stop in Mitchell’s to buy some chocolate 
to eat during the feature.
	 Now Bill Mitchell is owner of the 
family business, which he describes as 
“a tradition in Cleveland Heights for 74 
years.” It moved from Coventry to Lee 
Road in 1991. 
	 The store, which has been operating 
since 1939, has its biggest sales during 
the Christmas, Easter and Valentine’s 
Day seasons, but is a favorite with 
Heights residents all year long.
	 Mitchell’s uses more than 800 
molds for its dark and milk chocolates.
Among them are some that were manu-
factured during World War I. There are 
contemporary molds as well, and the 
owner said he has “too many favorite 
molds to name.”
	 “We have so many good recipes 
here,” Mitchell said. A traditional 
14-ounce box of assorted chocolate 
costs $25.95. Popular choices with cus-
tomers are chocolate-covered almonds, 
cashews, oranges and apricots. Pecan 
turtles and chocolates filled with cara-
mel or cream are also big sellers.
	 The most expensive, and one of the 
most unusual, items Mitchell’s offers 
is the Graecia collection. It consists 
of six hand-crafted chocolates from 
European molds, each named for a 

A spring-themed assortment of chocolates at Mitchell’s.

Mitchell’s Chocolates celebrates 74 years

Greek figure. The set costs $40 and 
is made only four times a year. The 
next production will be for Mother’s 
Day. “These help celebrate our Greek 
heritage,” said Mitchell, adding, “We’re 

Daniel Budin

The Best of the Heights Awards, an 
annual recognition program presented 
by FutureHeights, is accepting nomina-
tions for each of its 22 categories.
	 Write-in nominations will be ac-
cepted until June 15, at which time the 
finalists in each category will be deter-
mined. During the months of July and 
August, voters will have the opportunity 
to elect the Best of the Heights winners 
from among the top nominees.
	 In past years, all votes were cast 
on write-in ballots. This year, voters 
will select from a slate of finalists in 
each category. Write-in nominations, 
however, are still an important part of 
the process, as they are necessary to 
establish the finalists.
	 The finalists will be announced at 
the beginning of July, and the Best of 
the Heights Awards ceremony will be 
held in October. Nomination forms can 
be found on page 24 of this issue of the 
Heights Observer or at online at www.
futureheights.org.

Daniel Budin, a lifelong Cleveland Heights 
resident, is a member of the FutureHeights 
Board of Directors.

Best of the Heights 
seeks nominations

proud to be small, artisan and unique.”

Simone Quartell, a Heights High graduate, is 
a student at Cleveland State University and 
a Heights Observer intern.

Mon. - Thurs. :11 a.m. - 3 p.m., 5 p.m. - 10 p.m.
Fri.: 11 a.m. - 3 p.m., 5 p.m. - 11 p.m.
Sat.: 12 p.m. - 3 p.m., 5 p.m. - 11 p.m.
Sun.: 3 p.m. - 10 p.m. 

Tel: 216-320-2302   Fax: 216-320-2306 

1763 Coventry Road, Cleveland Heights, Ohio 44118
www.pacificeastcoventry.com

Award Winning Sushi & Fabulous Malaysian Cuisine

BESPOKE CLOTHIERS

Custom fitted handmade suits 
for the man who knows the difference 

30 years of sartorial excellence
We do alterations

3109 Mayield Road, Suite 204
Cleveland Heights (In the Rockefeller Building)

(216) 273-7140  •  qes@qthetailor.com
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•  May is free with a 
3-month EFT 

•  Full-time students  
(22 and under):  
3 months for $75

2 convenient locations/ 
9 weekly classes to 
choose from
Contact Mary Beth for more 
information:
(440) 542-0246 or 
(440) 655-5394
marybeth mccnn@gmail.com

Pilates, yoga and hip-hop inspired dance 
moves to music you know and love!
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NEAT & TRIM 
 PAINTING 

Interior and Exterior Painting 
Wallpaper Removal 
Plaster Repair 
Power-Washing 
Deck restoration and Staining 

20+ Years Experience ♦ References and Insurance 
  

JOHN ALLISON 

216-324-2199 
neatandtrimpainting@yahoo.com 

heights business

classified ads

Edwards Painting & 
Home Services 

Interior	
  /	
  Exterior	
  
Painting	
  Repairs	
  
Window	
  Repair	
  

Deck	
  Preserving	
  &	
  Restoration	
  
Power	
  Washing	
  

Housing	
  Violations	
  

216-780-2455 
roberte1964@att.net 

Member	
  of	
  the	
  community	
  
for	
  more	
  than	
  40	
  years	
  

 

Tree Removal • Yard Expansion 
 Fertilization • Cable Support  

Pruning • Stump Grinding 
 (440) 463-7379 for free estimate 

 

Mention “Observer”and get 20% off 
 

Certified Arborist Fully insured 

Luxury Service 
Your Personal Chauffer 

Airport, Bus or Train Station 
Below Taxi Cab Prices 

Hopkins $45; Akron/Canton $70

We Take You Here, 
We Take You There,  
On Time Every Time. 

AA TRAVELERS
AIRPORT TRANSPORT

GENE WHITE 
 

216.357.9758 

James Henke

For decades, Coventry Road has been 
one of Cleveland’s most eclectic—and 
successful—shopping districts. Over 
the years, the shops and restaurants 
on the street have changed to reflect 
the times, and now, Coventry Road is 
changing again.
	 Two new frozen-yogurt shops have 
opened. Phoenix Coffee, a longtime 
fixture on the street, is moving. The 
old Centrum Theatre has become a 
video dance club, and the B-Side Liquor 
Lounge is transforming into a video-
game arcade.
	 “These are all independently owned 
businesses,” said Steve Presser, owner 
of Big Fun toy store and marketing 
director for the Coventry Village Spe-
cial Improvement District. “We try to 
stay one step ahead of other shopping 
areas, and we want to bring new people 
to the street. It’s a very walkable neigh-
borhood, with morning, afternoon and 
evening traffic.”
	 One of the new frozen-yogurt shops, 
Piccadilly, is near the north end of the 
street, in a space that had been vacant 
since the Grog Shop moved up the street 
10 years ago. Owned by Romanian- im-
migrant brothers Adrian and Cosmin 
Bota, the shop serves organic artisan 
yogurt, with toppings, including fruits, 
that are all fresh and locally produced. 
The furniture is made of reclaimed wood, 
including some that came from the old 
Grog Shop’s doors. The brothers moved 
to Cleveland in 1991 and worked at the 
West Side Market as kids.
	 Another frozen-yogurt shop, Kiwi 
Spoon, is owned by Mao Lin, a Tall-
madge native who studied accounting 
at the University of Akron. The shop 
is located above bd’s Mongolian Grill 
and will serve gluten- and fat-free, low-
sodium yogurt. Kiwi has a clean, mod-
ern look, and features a bar table along 
its front windows, where customers can 
sit and look out over the street.
	 The former Centrum Theatre, 
which has hosted several businesses 
since closing as a movie house, is now 
Club Centrum. Operator Mike Mercer, 
who grew up in Cleveland Heights, sees 
the club as a kind of homecoming. Mer-
cer hopes to attract many age groups to 
a program of music presented by dee-
jays, and videos shown on the big screen. 
Thursday is college ID night, when 
the club is open to those 18 and older. 
Fridays, which feature electronic dance 
music, are restricted to those 21 and up, 
and Saturday nights are the club’s old-
school-music nights, geared to those 30 
and older. Mercer, who previously ran 
Club Coconuts and Howl at the Moon 
in the Flats, is hoping to use the club 
for private events on other nights. Pay-
per-view TV and sports events are also 
planned.
	 Just up the street is B-Side, one of 
the city’s first electronic dance-music 
clubs. Located under the Grog Shop 
and, like the Grog Shop, owned by 
Kathy Blackman, the club had closed 
on April 7 for renovation. Now called 
the B-Side Liquor Lounge and Arcade, 
it features 30 classic arcade games, rang-
ing from Pac Man to Mortal Kombat, 
as well as pinball machines and other 
games. “We’ve been a popular dance 
club for 10 years and, instead of wait-

Coventry continues to evolve

 

 

 
  AMISH  CREWS  FOR  LESS 
      

 
 
 
 
 

       ALL CITY VIOLATIONS 
  New GARAGE from - $9875 

  216 -323- 0916 
 

 

 ROOFING 
 SIDING 
 CONCRETE     
 MASONRY   
 CARPENTRY 

 

  NEW GARAGE 
WATERPROFING 
KITCHEN-BATH 
 RM Addition 
      BR -- Bath 
 Attic-Basement 

 

 

 

   

STEP-N-STONE HEALTH NET 
CAREER OPPORTUNITY 

 
 
 

State Tested Nursing Assistant
(STNA) 

 
Maylee Building: 2490 Lee Blvd. Suite #210  

Cleveland Hts., OH 44118 
Phone: (216) 548-2576 

Email: snshealthnet@gmail.com 
 

75 Hours Comprehensive Course 
4 Weeks - $550.00 

ing for our buzz to die, we wanted to 
be proactive and add something fun to 
our already popular design,” said Brad 
Petty, the club’s manager. 
	 The other big change on the street 
is Phoenix Coffee’s planned move to the 
former C. Jones Books & Tea Shop space 
at Coventry and Hampshire roads later 
this year.
	 During the summer, as in the past, 
Coventry will offer special events, in-
cluding outdoor movie screenings in 
Coventry P.E.A.C.E. Park and live music 
on the street.

James Henke was a writer and editor for 
Rolling Stone magazine for many years. He 
has also written biographies of Jim Morrison, 
John Lennon and Bob Marley. He lives in 
Cleveland Heights.

Several new businesses have opened 
their doors in the Heights since the 
start of the new year. Among them  
are:

Cedar Fairmount Business District:

Cleveland Chiropractic and Well-
ness Center
Dr. Emily Arnold Wheat has relocated 
her 12-year-old practice, which focuses 
on holistic health care, to the Heights 
Medical Building and is accepting new 
patients.
2460 Fairmount Blvd., Unit B
Open by appointment.
216-231-5783
www.chirowellness4life.com

Cube
Cube is a members-only facility that 
enables freelancers, writers, poets, 
educators, students, entrepreneurs 
and other professionals to work in a 
quiet, peaceful and creative environ-
ment. Amenities include individual 
workspaces, lounge area, high-speed 
Internet, conference rooms, personal 
lockers, kitchen and more.
2460 Fairmount Blvd, second floor. 
24/7 access
216-245-9629
www.cubecleveland.com

Upscale Fashions by Mario, LLC A
Proprietor Clarence Wheat offers 
the latest in men’s fashions, includ-
ing shoes, boots, jackets, jeans, dress 
suits, casual shirts and a full line of 
accessories.   
2460 Fairmount Blvd., Unit E
Tuesday–Friday 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. or by 
appointment 
Saturday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
216-798-2317

Cedar Lee Business District:

The S.O.F.E. Wholefoods Grill
Owner Tanya Richardson offers a 

menu of healthy food choices, includ-
ing vegetarian and dairy-free options. 
Breakfast is served all day.  
2240 Lee Road
Monday–Saturday 8 a.m. to 8 p.m.
216-965-0377
www.thesofewholefoodsgrill.com

Unique Melodies
Owner Melody Howard offers fash-
ions and jewelry that fit the needs of 
plus-sized women. Sizes range from 
10 to 24.
2180 Lee Road
Monday–Saturday 11 a.m. to 7 p.m.
216-458-9507
www.facebook.com/uniquemelodies

Fairmount Taylor Business District:

duoHOME
Principals Tim Kempf and Scott 
Suskowicz offer personalized design 
service and a retail store that features 
unique and eclectic items for the home 
that are useful, well-made, affordably 
priced and have a high sense of style.
3479 Fairmount Blvd.
Monday–Saturday 10 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
Thursday evenings until 7 p.m.
Other hours by appointment
216-651-4411
www.duohome.com

Center Mayfield Business District:

Noble Jewelers
Chad Verhoff is a jeweler with more 
than 26 years of experience working 
for local firms such as Dicker & Dick-
er, Jewelry Art, and Potter and Mellen. 
The store specializes in custom design 
and repairs, and also buys unwanted 
jewelry items.

3925 Mayfield Road
Tuesday–Friday 10:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
Saturday 10:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.
216-381-5080
www.noblejewelersohio.com

New businesses open in the Heights

Cosmin and Andrian Bota of Picadilly Yogurt.

Mao Lin at Kiwi Spoon on Coventry.

Buy local. Your merchants are your neighbors too.
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Mike Mercer runs Club Centrum.
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Don’t throw it away! 
Fix it!  Fit it! 

 

Mending!!! Alterations!!! 
Bridal and custom consultations 

 

Amy R. Roth & Co. 
 

Seamstress*Tailor*Designer 

216-904-1786 
 

New Address: 14055 Cedar Rd. #318 
(same hours; same phone number) 

 

springthedragon1@gmail.com 

 

***BOOKS ON COVENTRYBOOKS ON COVENTRY******
1820 Coventry Rd.  216-321-2665 
Open 24 hours at www.macsbacks.com 

 

Three Floors of 
New & Used Books & Magazines 

 

Used Book Exchange  
Bring us your used books! 

 

Buy Local First! 

AUTO OR CAR INSURANCE  
SR22 INSURANCE *FR BOND 

$35/Mo LIABILITY**$70/Mo Full Coverage 

FREE INSURANCE QUOTE 

PROPERTY INSURANCE 
Home * Condo  

Fire, Dwelling, Rental 

(216) 691-9227 
Washington & Co Insurance Agency Inc. 

2565 Noble Road, Cleveland, OH 44121  
www.ohioinsurancequote.net 

COMMERCIAL INSURANCE 
Auto * General Liability 

Business Owners 

ALEX’s TREE SERVICE INC. 
 

Certified Arborist 
 

Serving the Heights  
for 35 years 

  

216-932-3244 
alexstreeserviceinc.com 

 

Ask about options for saving your ash trees 

NUISANCE ANIMAL TRAPPING 
SKUNKS 
RACOONS 
OPOSSUMS 
GROUNDHOGS 

SNAPPING TURTLES 
SQUIRRELS  

And Many Others 
We Also Pick Up  

Dead Animals 

INSURED 
LICENSE # 3-18-16-N-T 

CALL STUART 
216-789-0036 

Complete Auto Repair  
& Maintenance 

Import & Domestic 
In Business Since 1972 

www.simonsautoservice.com 
SIMON DAHER, Manager 

 

 

(216) 371-2354  1830 Lee Road, CH 

 

Specializing in Volkswagen, BMW,  
Toyota, Mercedes, Porsche, Audi,  

General Motors and Honda 

TOP-SELLING HEIGHTS REALTORS 

MIKE & EILEEN 
McKEON             

 

216/233-6726                 

eileenmckeon@howardhanna.com     
TheMcKeonGroup.com                        

SHOP LOCAL—HIRE A HEIGHTS AGENT  

Buyers          Sellers         Investors 

MayCourt Apartments 
“Classic 1920’s Feel” 

 

Large 1+2 Bedroom Apts. 
Heat, Water, Dishwasher, 

Balcony, and Parking Included 
Central Laundry Room 

Good Credit—Good Terms 
$650 - $725 

Contact On-Site Bldg. Manager 
Meagen Sparks (216) 258-5906 

 

2872-2878 Mayfield Road #30 

Tim Weeks 
Of 

WEEKS AUTOMOTIVE
1503 Warrensville Center Road 

(216) 691-3950
OIL, LUBE & 

FILTER SPECIAL 
only $25.95 

• Up to 5 qts. oil • Oil Filter  
• Top off fluids • Chassis Lube 
• FREE 12 pt. Safety Inspection 

 

Excludes hybrid cars. With coupon. Exp. 6/30/13 

Monday-Saturday 9-6 - Sunday 11-4 

1792 Coventry Road
216-321-4701  

Heights Hardware 
SINCE 1911 

www.heightshardware.com 

MONDAY–
FRIDAY 
9:00 AM TO 8:00 PM 
 

SATURDAY  
9:00 AM TO 5:00 PM 
 

SUNDAY 
10:00 AM TO 5:00 PM 

CEDAR CENTER 
HARDWARE 

OPEN SEVEN DAYS A WEEK 
1970 WARRENSVILLE CENTER RD 

216-291-1111 

Good Neighbor, Good Advice 

FINLEY LANDSCAPING 
SERVICE 

 
  

Spring Clean Up 
Property Maintenance 

Renovation * Installation *Aerating 
 

 Fully insured Free estimates  
 

In the Heights since 1988  

216-486-6125
finleylandscaping@sbcglobal.net

Drapery  & Blind  
Cleaning In Your Home
 All kinds of treatments and blinds 
 Lamp shades, oriental carpets, much more 
 Upholstery cleaning 
 Window treatments measured and      

installed 

No shrinkage or damage - Guaranteed!
 

Convenient, Easy, Affordable 
 

Call (216) 291-4733 
Custom Installations & Cleaning

www.heightsobserver.org   Call 216-320-1423 to find out how you can advertise your business for $25/month

 

 

The Waterstone  
Professional Building 

14077 Cedar Road, South Euclid 
 

Professional & Medical 
Incubator Space with Fax/Wi-Fi 
Security 

Call 216-381-6570 
www.waterstonecompany.com 

OFFICE      SPACE  
A V A I L A B L E 

WILL LANDSCAPING SUPPLIES 
(formerly Utilities Supply) 

Double Shredded Mulch   
Black Mulch * Red Mulch * Straw 

Topsoil  * Sweetpeet * Grass Seed 
Fertilzer * 50# Bag Organic Peat 

50# Bag Composted Manure 
Delivery Available 

216-381-1414 
641 South Green Road, South Euclid 

EDUCATING THE HEIGHTS SINCE 1988

3473 Fairmount Blvd. 
Cleveland Heights, OH 44118 

216.321.5868
fairmountmusicschool@gmail.com

www.fairmountmusic.com

F

Ardmore Tree Service 
Complete Tree Service 

Year-round  
 

We Sell and Plant 
Trees & Shrubs 

(216) 486-5551 
 

• Pruning • Tree and Stump Removal • Feeding 
 • Firewood • Brush Chipping • Snowplowing 

 

Member National Arborist Association 
 

Free Estimates Fully Insured 

Always Buying
Paying Cash 

7 Days 8 a.m.– 10 p.m. 

440-461-4611 
FREE House Calls for SENIORS   

Buying anything unusual 

Always Buying    Paying Cash 
MICHAEL’s ANTIQUES 

• Gold 
• Jewelry 
• Glassware 
• Paintings 
• Pottery 
• Military Items 
• Sterling Silver 
• Bronze Figures 

• Clocks 
• Swords 
• Lamps 
• Violins 
• Porcelain 
• Ivory Carvings 
• Oriental Rugs 
• Marble Figures 

CONCENTRATION 
COORDINATION 

CONFIDENCE 

 

 

SEWING HELPS BUILD: 
 

Barbara Seidel 
216.371.3333 

baseidel@gmail.com 

 

Children’s/Teen’s Classes Forming 
Experienced instructor 

 

 

 
 

  Just Frames & Art 
2171 S. Green Rd. 

University Hts, OH  44121 

 216-691-4500 
 

Specializing in the 
 Finest Custom Framing of Fine Art 

 Oil Paintings, Watercolors, 
 Prints, Posters, Photography, 

 Needlepoint & Mirrors of all types 

M/T/W/Th. 6:30 p.m. & Sat. 8:45 a.m. 
Cleveland Hts. Community Center 

M/W/Th. 9:30 a.m.  
(Childcare Available) 

South Euclid Methodist Church 

Try a class FREE 
Then, register that day 
for discounted pricing. 
(First time customers) 

 Mary Beth  
 

(440) 542-0246 

 

 

 

  A1 CONSTRUCTION  Mostly AMISH 
      

 
 
 
 
 

      
 
 ALL RENOVATIONS -VIOLATIONS 

216 -326- 8285 
 

 

1. ROOFING 
        Asphalt - Flat 

2.  RE-SIDING  
   Vinyl-Cedar-Almn 

3.  DRIVEWAY 
   Concrete-Asphalt 

4.   MASONRY 
    Steps-TK Pointng      

5. CARPENTRY 
      Windows-Porch 
6.RM ADDITIONS 
      FR-Bath-SUM-BR 

7.  GARAGES 
         fr $9875 
8.WATERPRFNG 
         pay less 
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heights business

Reviews Reviews ReviewsReviews ReviewsScore
out of 5

Score
out of 30

Score
out of 5

Score
out of 5

Score
out of 5

Total
Reviews

Dealer Rater Google Maps Edmunds.comInsider Pages Yahoo! Local

Jay Honda 298 56 11 14.9 24 51 1 357

Ganley Honda 219 35 181 114.7 20 41 4 284

Honda of Mentor 106 66 103 424.8 25 4.54 4.5 227

Classic Honda 35 57 10 33.8 29 50 3.5 96

Rick Case Honda 73 11 23 24.8 16 34 3.5 91

Sunnyside Honda 11 3 210 72 0 2.52.5 2.5 33

145 22118 7727 55 5 733Motorcars

Updated 4/15

4.9371

Cleveland Honda Dealers Online Reviews

Don’t Take Our Word, 
Take Your Neighbor’s

Best New Business 
 

 Best Automotive Business 

Best Cleveland Heights Business 
 

Best Home-Based Business (must include contact info) 

Best University Heights Business 
 

Best Carry-Out Only 

Best Minority-Owned Business 
 

Best Hairstylist (individual’s name and place of business) 

Best Place to Pick Up a Copy of the Heights Observer 
 

Best Barber (individual’s name and place of business) 

Best Place for Sweet Treats 
 

Best Place to Take the Family 

Best Live Entertainment/Music Venue 
 

Best Place to Buy a Gift 

Best Heights Park 
 

Best Storefront Signage 

Best Bar, Pub or Tavern 
 

Best Place for Fashion 

Best Healthy Eats 
 

Best Place for Health 

Best Patio 
 

Best Community Volunteer 

Submit Your Nominations for the Best of the Heights! 
Deadline for nominations is June 15, 2013. 
Finalists will be announced July 1 and voting will be open July 1 - August 31. 
PLEASE NOTE: Voting is for businesses in Cleveland Heights and University Heights only. 
 

Complete this ballot or go online to: 
www.futureheights.org 
 

Mail your ballot to: 
FutureHeights 
2163 Lee Road, #103 
Cleveland Heights, OH 44118 
Questions? Call 216-320-1423 
 

In order to have your ballot counted, 
you must include your name and 
contact information. One ballot per 
person. 
 
Name: 
 
 
 
Address: 
 
 
 
 
 
Phone: 
 
Email: 
 


