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Best of the Heights Awards, Sept. 14
Heights Observer Staff

FutureHeights will recognize winning 
merchants of the 5th Annual Best of the 
Heights Awards at 6:30 p.m. on Monday, 
Sept. 14 at Nighttown, 12383 Cedar Road 
in Cleveland Heights. Everyone is wel-
come to attend.
	 The diverse and unique local busi-
nesses in the Heights neighborhoods are 
among the area’s greatest assets. 
	 Each year FutureHeights, a non-
profit organization dedicated to civic 
engagement and quality of life, hosts the 
Best of the Heights Awards to recognize 

‘Step It Up’ sketches 
ideal candidate
Jeremy Hebebrand

What does it take to be an effective 
leader in Heights government?
	 A group of concerned citizens call-
ing itself Step It Up Cleveland Heights 
has some ideas. The group, formed in 
early spring, is setting goals for city 
council candidates with an eye toward 
the election coming up in November.
	 At a July 16 public meeting, citizens 
were encouraged to come and share their 
thoughts on what candidates need to 
address in the upcoming election. “We 
did not want to be passive about this 
election,” said Sheldon Glave, a member 
of Step It Up. The group plans to use 
ideas presented at the meeting to create 
questions for a team formed to interview 
candidates and report back to the public. 
Step It Up members Russell Berusch and 
Mark Chupp led most of the discussion 
as candidates in attendance were asked 
to refrain from input and merely observe.
Vision
Step It Up’s first issue for candidates is 
the creation of a vision for the city as a 
21st century suburb that includes financial 
and environmental sustainability. Berusch 
commented that the city has been strug-
gling with financial issues like everywhere 
else. “This city has great character, but it is 
expensive to live in. It is hard to run a busi-
ness and it is energy inefficient,” Berusch 
said. Some of the citizens made comments 
about working collaboratively with busi-
nesses to promote entrepreneurship in the 
city. All were in agreement that the city 

storefront vacancies challenge Cleveland Heights
Jeremy Hebebrand

A drive around any of the 12 commercial 
districts in Cleveland Heights will reveal 
a growing inventory of vacant store-
fronts and office space above them.
	 All of the busiest districts in the 
Heights have vacancies (see box at 
right). Coventry Road, for example, 
is home to a variety of stores and res-
taurants and still has about six notable 
vacant storefronts. The same goes for 
the Severance Town Center, which has 
10 vacant units.
	 There is no entity that tracks va-
cancy rates at this level, so reliable per-
centages of commercial occupancy don’t 
exist. But for anyone who knows the 
area well, it’s apparent that the number 
of empty storefronts and available space 
has been rising rather than falling.
	 There is no organized effort to turn 
this around.

	 The City of Cleveland Heights 
maintains a listing of commercial vacan-
cies on its Web site, but it’s not a serious 
economic development program. The 
list is updated through word-of-mouth 
communication, and though city officials 
intend for it to be updated monthly, that 
simply doesn’t happen. The list that was 
available online in July was dated April.
	 Listings are also spartan; there are 
no pictures or prices and listings are 
not organized by business district–all of 
which makes the list of minimal value 

for would-be tenants. Available space is 
also noted in Focus—the offical Cleve-
land Heights publication, which this 
year was sliced from quarterly to just 
twice a year due to city budget cuts.
Owners struggle
“I know the city means well,” said Joel 
Lancry, a landlord with commercial space 
on both Lee and Taylor roads. “But by the 
time the information comes out, it’s so 
old that it’s not very helpful.”
	 “Vacancies are a part of life. It really 
is the natural ebb and flow of commercial 

areas,” said Susanna Niermann O’Neil, 
director of community services for the 
city. “However, in Cleveland Heights we 
have a very good track record of spaces 
being filled pretty quickly. Of course in 
the present economy everything is at a 
much slower pace.”
	 In addition to the city’s listing, 
Lancry markets his vacant space on 
Craigslist and puts up signs in his win-
dows. Lancry said that people are not 
spending money, and landlords feel the 

local businesses 
in several catego-
ries.
	 Vote for your favor-
ite merchants at the FutureHeights 
booth at the summer street fairs, on 
the back page of the Heights Observer 
or online at www.futureheights.org. One 
vote per person, please.
	 Submitting a ballot automatically 
enters your name into a drawing for a 
chance to win a FutureHeights gift pack-
age. 
	 For more information e-mail jane@
futureheights.org or call 216-320-1423.continued on page 5

continued on page 3

Some not aware of CH commercial recycling

Sam Bell, owner of the Lusty Wrench, loves 
recycling. He painted the label on the recycling 
dumpster located behind his shop. 
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Kaitlin Bushinski

Eco-conscious businesses in Cleveland 
Heights may be unaware that the city’s 
division of refuse and recycling offers free 
recycling services to commercial proper-
ties as part of its recycling initiatives.
	 Sam Bell is the owner of the Lusty 
Wrench, a mechanic shop on Lee Road that 
is committed to eco-conscious car care.
	 Bell said he paid for a private con-
tractor to collect his recycling until he 
noticed city recycling bins in the lot 
behind Seitz-Agin hardware store. 
	 “I said gee, why are they getting 
recycling and I’m paying $250 a month 
for recycling through a private contrac-
tor?” said Bell.
	 Bell spoke with city recycling of-
ficials and now has bins for mixed-use 
recyclables, cardboard and paper in the 
back of his garage. The city comes to 

collect the recyclables when Bell calls 
them about every three weeks.
	 “Not only do we use [the bins], 
several of our business neighbors also 
use them,” said Bell.
	 Tony Torres, the supervisor of refuse 
and recycling for Cleveland Heights, said 
he “got the OK” from the city govern-
ment to expand commercial recycling 
continued on page 3
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District
Store 
fronts

#
Vacant

Cedar Fairmount 40 1
Coventry Road 90 5
Severance Center 45 10
Mayfield Lee 47 6
Noble Monticello 20 7
Cain Park/Taylor 52 8
Cedar Taylor 46 8
NM-Warrensville 44 1
Fairmount Taylor 13 1
Noble Taylor 6 1
Noble Nela 20 1
Cedar Lee 90 8
Total 513 57

Information gathered by the Heights 
Observer staff via an informal sidewalk 
survery of each district.

This storefront on Mayfield Road is one of many vacancies in the Heights. See more photos of Cleve-
land Heights vacant storefronts at www.heightsobserver.org.

Information gathered by the Heights Ob-
server staff via an informal sidewalk survey 
of each district.
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GreenerHome
Services

www.GreenerHomeServices.com

Call
216.916.7308

Save Energy, Save Money 
Aluminum Clad Outside and Wood Inside
Optional Fiberglass Composite Windows
Free In-Home Consultation

Replacement Windows
U.S. 2009-2010 Energy Tax Credit
- Up to $1500. on Eligible Products
- Sun Defense Low E
- Triple-Pane Low-E Insulating Glass with Argon
- Low-E Insulating Glass with Argon
- Low-E Insulating Glass

      Yogic Studies  
          Teacher Training 

Now in our 12th year! 

2319 Lee Rd.                  216-371-9760 
www.atmacenter.com     info@atmacenter.com               

Our Students Say:
“No hype, no lycra." 
“Life-transforming!"  

Voted #1 “Best Place to Treat 
Your Body” in Cleveland Heights 

 All Levels 
 Specialty Classes 
 Great Student & Senior Rates 
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Nela Florist Inc.      Stan Soble
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Fax (216) 451-8336       
www.nelaflorist.net

2132 Noble Road (Opposite Nela Park)
East Cleveland, Ohio 44112

RTA rapid station
RTA wants to build a new station at the 
bottom of Cedar Hill. This is being tout-
ed as “the Gateway to the Heights.”
	 I am having difficulty understand-
ing why it takes $1 million to plan a new 
station and another $10 million to build 
it. There is also a new station being built 
on the west side for $9.5 million. Why 
does it take a Taj Mahal to board a bus 
or rapid train?
	 Many years ago there was a fairly 
substantial revamping of the entire 
rapid system. It seemed to be forgot-
ten, however, that people who ride 
the Green and Blue Lines might go to 
Cleveland Hopkins Airport. As a result, 
one needs to change trains at either East 
34th Street or the Terminal Tower which 
is incredibly inconvenient, especially if 
one has luggage.
	 Why not take some of the incred-
ible amount of money that RTA, with its 
declining service and ridership, seems to 
have and rebuild the platforms so that 
one can ride the Green and Blue Lines 
to the airport?

Richard A. Hollis
Fairmount Boulevard 
Cleveland Heights

I was disappointed in the negative tone 
apparent in the July 7 article on Douglas 
Heuer’s selection as CH-UH superinten-
dent. Let’s start with the ludicrous sugges-
tion that he may be unqualified because his 
current district has “only” 5,000 students 
compared to CH-UH’s 6,000. How close 
do we need to come? Why would the Ob-
server even print such nonsense?
	 As a 40-year veteran of the class-
room (30 in a public school system with 
an overwhelmingly African-American 
population), I have always felt that the 
superintendent’s chief function was to be 
an effective communicator of the school 
system’s mission and policies to students, 
staff, parents and the general public. 
While Christine Fowler-Mack is obviously 
well-liked by many on a personal level, I 
thought her oral communication, both 
in prepared speeches and in exchanges 
with the board of education, was mired in 
“EdSpeak,” the sterile, vague and self-im-
portant jargon of professional education. 
We’ve all heard phrases like “facilitating 
assessment-driven competencies” and 
“strategizing outcome-based models” and 
wondered what those mean in English.
	 Let’s give Heuer a chance. To me it’s 
significant and positive that he speaks 
about improving  “higher learning and 

Supporting the new 
superintendent

Eight lighthearted tips for working moms: 
how to not lose your mind while you care for those you love
Mary Courtwright

For working moms who need sugges-
tions for juggling responsibilities (or 
maybe just a good laugh), this list may 
be just what you’re looking for. Note: 
Follow these tips at your own risk.

1. �It is ok if the sink is rarely clear of 
dirty dishes during the work week, as 
long as they are rinsed and there is a 
scheduled rotation.

opinion

letters to the editor education” rather than obsessing about 
scores on the mind-numbing Ohio 
achievement tests. As he suggested, 
scores will improve as a natural outcome 
of good classroom practices and support 
from home. He has worked  successfully 
in a district where about half the stu-
dents are economically disadvantaged.
	 Many have expressed the hope that 
the election of President Obama in 2008 
would usher in an era of “post-racial con-
sciousness.” Unfortunately, for some in 
our community, the ethnicity of the new 
superintendent and that of the families 
in his former district carry more weight 
than his record of achievement. The real 
clientele of this or any school district 
are neither board members nor agenda-
driven citizens but the district’s children. 
From my years in the classroom, I can 
attest that students respond not so much 
to the ethnicity of a school system’s staff 
as they do to the staff’s competence and 
commitment. From his record and his 
recent words, Mr. Heuer would seem to 
qualify regarding both of those criteria.

Cary Seidman
Corydon Road
Cleveland Heights

Siedman is a Heights High graduate from the 
class of 1965, has taught in the East Cleve-
land City Schools from 1969 through 1998, 
and has taught at Ruffing Montessori School 
in Cleveland Heights since 1998.

2. �The dining room table makes a great 
staging area for laundry. I mean, who 
has time for dinner parties anyway? 

3. �To avoid complaints when packing 
lunches for the family, simply tell them 
they will either be responsible for 
packing their own or they will gladly 
accept what you pack. Nine times out 
of ten, complaints will cease.

4. �Create a standard shopping list orga-
nized in the order of the stores you 
frequent.

5. �For artistically driven little ones, in-
vest in a set of “washable, non-toxic” 
markers. Keeping them occupied will 
enable you to cook dinner in peace.

6. �There is something to be said for the 
“pick your battles” strategy, espe-
cially when parenting an adolescent. 
Remember that striped hair is trivial 
compared to some things.

7. �Yelling is to be expected with your 
teenager, at least once in a while. Re-
member that the result is communica-
tion and, after all, that is the goal.

8. �If you get the urge to have more kids, 
try getting a dog first. They look 
just as cute in clothes and you can 
leave them home alone. (Shopping, 
anyone?)

Finally, remember that laughter is an 
essential element of maintaining san-
ity while working and caring for loved 
ones.  

Tip 5 contributed by Becky Swersky, mom 
extraordinaire.

Mary Carroll Courtwright is a teacher 
and writer. Her novel “Song of the Mes-
senger”, which is set in Cleveland Heights, 
was published in 2007. For more information, 
visit www.marycourtwright.com.

Advertise in the 
Heights Observer

Call 513-3070
www.heightsobserver.org

Please register 20 minutes early: 
 

Cleveland Hts. Community Center 
Mayfield and Monticello 

M/T/W/Th 6:30pm or Sat. 8:45am 
 

So. Euclid Methodist Church 
1534 So. Green Rd. 

M/W/Th 9:30am (childcare available) 

The only thing stuck in the 80’s about this class is our price 

$99 For The Rest Of The Year! 
Monday, August 17 

One Day Sale 

Get Unlimited Classes 
now through Dec. 

2009 
 

AND, no joining fee  
with this ad. 

 

(For those who have not  
attended in the last 6 mos.) Call Mary Beth to register by phone (440) 655-5394 

More stories online
www.heightsobserver.org
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good news from futureheights

Newspaper Publisher
Bregenzer Fund of the 
  Cleveland Foundation
John Milgram

Squeaky Wheel
Christopher Brandt & Beth 
  Sersig
Ruth Anna Carlson
Longview Foundation
John & Charlotte Newman
Progressive Insurance 
  Foundation
Toby & Laura Rittner
Gregory Van Niel
Washington & Lee Service
Gordon & Sarah Wean

Citizen Activist
Lloyd & Betsey Bell
Laurie & Bill Buss
Glenn & Kathleen DeBoer
Greg & EB Donley
Doty & Miller Architects
Alan M. Gates
Paul & Margie Goldberg
Tom & Kristen Hagesfeld
Dorothy J. Ipavec
Judi & Steve Miles
Andrea Morris
Samuel Nigro
Northstar Planning & Design
Sarojini Rao
Dale Rothenberger
Amanda Shaffer
Clare Taft
H. Baird Tenney
Gregory & Monica Van Niel
Vixseboxse Art Galleries
April & Hugh Williams

Civic Champion
Chantal & Daniel Akerib
Anonymous - 2
Carrie & George Buchanan

impact as much as their tenants do.  
Not many prospects have the money to 
open a store right now—let alone spend 
$30,000 to $40,000 on renovations that 
might be required. The economy has 
made people very cautious.
	 The small district at Fairmount Taylor 
doesn’t seem to have much of a vacancy 
issue. The shops here are colorful, and the 
storefronts have been maintained over 
time, making them attractive to prospec-
tive tenants even when they are vacant.
	 In other districts, where storefronts 
are more dated, or tenants haven’t made  
their existing spaces attractive, it can be 
hard to tell the difference between those 
storefronts that are vacant and those 
that are occupied. These areas appear to 
have higher vacancies, which may mean 
that there is a correlation between the 
occupancy and the quality of existing 
tenants.
	 it’s the role of the property owner to 
manage these issues and to market the 
property. While there are some other 
marketing resources, the difference be-
tween occupancies and vacancies is really 
in the hands of the landlord.
	 For instance, the city is in the area 
served by the Heights-Hillcrest Re-
gional Chamber of Commerce, which 
holds an annual expo that features local 
businesses. But its focus is on existing 
business rather than available space. 
Vacancies are also included on the Web 
site of the First Suburbs Development 
Council, in much the same fashion as 
the listing provided by City Hall.
	 Jim Barle, owner of the Rockefeller 
Building, 2479 Lee Blvd., has both retail 
and office space available. In his vacant 

spaces Barle has put historic photos of his 
building to keep the space fresh looking 
for potential tenants. He uses word-of-
mouth to look for quality tenants.
	 “I would rather have a space empty for 
nine months and get the right tenant who 
is a good fit for the building,” Barle said.
	 Stan Wasacz is the owner of space 
in the Douglas Fine Arts building, 2140 
Lee Road at the Cedar Lee intersection. 
He has been struggling with a visible 
vacancy in the corner storefront for 
more than a year. He’s had prospects 
who would like to put a sit-down res-
taurant in the space. However, because 
of city regulations, his 52-space parking 
lot prohibits that from happening.
	 Wasacz said that a lot of people are 
struggling with bad credit and many 
banks are making loans much harder 
to get. To try to move property, he has 
reduced the rates for available space.
	 “‘Is that negotiable?’ is the first 
question a potential tenant will ask,” 
Wasacz said.
	 Some of the most organized mar-
keting to fill space occurs in buildings 
located in special improvement dis-
tricts. 
	 Information about the area and 
available storefronts is generally found 
on each district’s Web site. The Cedar 
Fairmount and Cedar Lee SIDs provide 
photos, lists of existing tenants and up-
to-date contact information.

Jeremy Hebebrand is a summer intern at the 
Heights Observer and a senior magazine 
journalism major at Kent State University. 
This story was co-written with Deanna 
Bremer Fisher.

Seeds of Community Campaign is a success
Thank you all! Thanks to each and 
every one of you who rose to the chal-
lenge and donated generously to the 
FutureHeights Seeds of Community 
Campaign 2009.
	 FutureHeights raised $15,310.17 and 
the $15,000 challenge grant has been 
awarded for a grand total of $30,310.17.

Al & Mary Cahen
Cedar Fairmount SID
Gina Cheverine
Irene & Gary Collins
Jean Cross & Paul Sartori
Barbara Danforth
Elizabeth Dreben & Hillel Chiel
Ketti Finneran
Amy & Phillip Jenkins
Nancy & Don Junglas
Anne & Stu Klein
Bob Kloos
Chuck & Anne McFarland
Diana & Dan Medalie
Edith D. Miller
Nemastil Home Inspections
Patrick G. Paoletta
Richard & Jude Parke
Vince Reddy
Gretchen Reynolds
Marcia & Arthur Rosenbaum
Katharine & Robert C. Ruhl
Julie Schlemmer
Seitz-Agin Hardware
J & Amy Shorey
Katherine Solender
Betsy Sweet
Diana & Michael Wellman
Diana & Ted Woodbridge
Lewis Zipkin & Dawn Kuberna

Dual/Family
Anonymous – 7
Susan Alcorn
Sherry Ball
Jim & Margie Bashaw
Ed Becker & Karen Allen	
Clurie Bennis
Dorothy & Thomas Bier
Michael & Jennifer Bier
Ed & Francesca Bleick
Buckingham Condominium 
  Association
Kathleen Carrick
Bruce Catalano & 

  Ann Reichsman
David & Amy Cheverine
Laura & Mac Chisolm
Eric Christian & Jonatha Gott
Gregory Coleridge & 
  Sarah Morton
Kim Conklin & Damir Janigro
Lana Cowell
Gina Drobnick
Doug & Sheila Epp
Hugh & Deanna Fisher
Adam & Susan Fleischer
Edward & Anna Fritz
Krissy & Mark Gallagher
Mike & Lisa Gaynier
Tom & Carol Gibson
Edward S. Godleski
Kate & Harry Greenfield
Elise & Michael Hagesfeld
Scott Haigh
Margaret Henning
Judith Higbee
Andrew & Tracie Hoffman
John & Sue Janssen
Patricia & Robert Jeffreys
Wayne & Fern Jennings
Linda Johnston
Susie Kaeser & Jerry Blake
John Kaminsky & Mary Kelsey
Ed & Mary Beth Kelley
Malcolm E. Kenney
Steven Kordalski & 
  Mary LaRiccia
Ursula Korneitchouk
Al & Cyndi Kuntz
Jeanne & William Kurtz
Julie Langan
John & Deanne Lentz
Bruce & Lia Lowrie
Michael Madorsky & 
  Elizabeth Stern
Sue & Howard Maier
J. Adin & Arlene Mann
Linda Margolin
Margaret Mason

Monica & David Matia
Don & Sandra McPherson
Fran L. Mentch
Bonnie & Fred Mills
Carol & Michael Montlack
Lois Moss
Jewel Moulthrop & Evan Komito
William & Deborah Nebel
Bob & Buster Oldenburg
Louisa Oliver
Myra & Lou Orenstein
Stephen Pepper & Linda Tobin
George Perlic
Jim & Diane Pexa
Donalene S. Poduska
David Porter & 
  Margaret Poutasse
Bob Rosenbaum
Robert & Barbara Sabo
John Satola
Rita Schlemmer
Mollie & Richard Secor
John & Marianne Sheridan
Carolyn Snyder-Kelly
Freya Turner
Kathryn Weise
Keith E. White
Wood Trader
Tania Younkin
Meghan Zehnder

Individual
Rick Adante
Pamela Barr
David Benson
Jane Busch
Cleveland Cinemas
Linda B. Collins
Roslyn S. Collins
Margaret Cowin
Jane Cunin
Lois L. Davis
Nancy Dietrich
Belinda Farrow
George Fitzpatrick

Summer Matching Donors 2009

Carol T. Gill
Heights Mini Storage
Ellen & Mark Hoffman
Christopher Hubbert
Gael G. Jarrett
William J. Jones
Anita Kazarian
Mary Kelsey
Ann C. Kent
William Kramer
Kathryn Lad
Linda Logan
Marci Lu
Sandra Martin
Diane Mather
D. Muthersbaugh
Nancy Peppler
Jim Posch
Tom & Jeri Rask
Jim Satola
Barb Shockey
Mr. & Mrs. David P. Shriver
Sarah Spengler
Rebecca Stager
Carmine Stewart
Jill Tatem
Kim Wheeler
Noreen Wilson
Anne S. Wise
Mary Kay Wojtylak

Senior/Student
Patricia Anderson
Anonymous – 6
Dan & Becky Austin
Christine E. Bates
Margaret L. Baughman
Jeffrey Bendix
Big Fun
Donald Carey
Bob & Pat Carterette
Lorraine Cole
Joyce Collins
Irving Cushner
Dorothy Dawson

opportunities about two years ago.
	 If they don’t approach him first, Tor-
res contacts business owners to arrange 
recycling collection, including materials 
such as cardboard, paper and “co-mingle” 
materials: glass, plastics and aluminum.
	 His department will often provide 
business districts with bins for recy-
clables, and it also operates a recycling 
drop-box at the Cleveland Heights Pub-
lic Works garage on Superior Road.
	 “We were making money from [re-
cycling] but the market has completely 
changed since January, and we’re no 
longer making a revenue off it. But at 
least the material is getting recycled 
—it’s not going into the landfill,” said 
Torres. 
	 Recycling saves the city money by 
lowering landfill costs.
	 Though more and more businesses 
are using the city’s recycling program, 
the business recycling specialist for the 
Cuyahoga County Solid Waste District, 
Beau Daane, said it’s difficult to extend 
recycling opportunities to commercial 
properties in Ohio.
	 According to Daane, cities are not 
technically responsible for providing 
waste and recycling removal for busi-
nesses. It is the responsibility of the 
property manager and business owner to 
provide those services to tenants.
	 “It’s really wonderful and generous 
that the city does that,” said Daane of 
Cleveland Heights’ program for commer-
cial recycling. “It just goes to show how 
proactive the service departments are. 
Technically they don’t have to do that.”
	 Daane said that some cities do have 
mandatory recycling programs for both 

residents and businesses, including Boston, 
New York City and Portland, OR. 
	 Closer to home, the neighboring 
City of Lakewood, which has manda-
tory residential recycling, goes one step 
further than the Heights by offering free 
curbside pick up for small businesses’ 
recyclables.
	 However, recycling for commercial 
properties, including apartment com-
plexes, is not mandatory in Lakewood 
unless the city is the main provider of 
waste removal for those properties.
	 Lakewood’s division of refuse and re-
cycling manager, Carol Rothgery, said two 
years ago the city’s recycle coordinator—a 
position that has since been eliminated— 
visited each small business to inform them 
of the city’s recycling program.
	 “I believe [the businesses] are aware 
of it,” said Rothgery of the recycling 
program, adding that many took advan-
tage of it.
	 For now, Torres urges business 
owners to contact his department if 
they want to participate in a recycling 
program. 
	 residents with electronics such as 
televisions and computer monitors can 
call his department so he can collect it, 
for free.
	 Residents and businesses can con-
tact the city’s public works division at 
216-691-7300 or pwd@clvhts.com for 
more information.

Kaitlin Bushinski is a recent graduate of 
Oberlin College and a summer intern at the 
Heights Observer.

	 Thanks for supporting Future-
Heights’ efforts to build strong citizens 
and promote community collaboration 
through the Heights Observer, volunteer 
activities and a host of issues-oriented 
public events and forums.
	 Your thoughtful investment enables 
us to continue our work. And for that we 

are most grateful.
	 Didn’t contribute yet? It’s not too 
late. FutureHeights accepts tax-deduct-
ible donations all year long. Visit our web 
site www.futureheights.org to make your 
contribution.
	 Commitment to community is im-
portant especially in these challenging 

times—and the community has voted 
its confidence in FutureHeights!

Thanks again,

Deanna Bremer Fisher
Executive Director, FutureHeights

Jackie Derrow
Ben DeRubertis Jr
Jeanne Diamond
Mr. & Mrs. Bernard Doherty
Bonnie Dolezal
Kari Elsila & 
  Michael Buescher
Lois Goldstein
Jeanetta Ho
Naomi Klarreich
Sally Kramer
Donna Lipson LMT
Nan Little
Susan Marshall
Patricia Matteo
Fred & Barb McDonald
Carol Mirman
Diane Mogren & 
  Bob Jefferis
Les Monroe
Patrick Mullen
Betty A. Nelson
Leslie Organ
Kathy Patton
Pine Ridge Lodge
Joanne M. Poderis
Gay & Quentin Quereau
Beryl Rothschild
David Schatzman
Nancy Sherwin
Lucy Simm
Glenn & Pat Solomon
Peggy Spaeth
Stephanie Taylor
Judith VanKleef
Robin VanLear
Cecelia Vidmar
Scott Wachter
Nancy Wareham
David Wasserstrom
Barbara Wherley
Frank Wrenick
Catherine Yandek

RECYCLING continued from page 1VACANCIES continued from page 1

More stories online
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HEIGHTS Library

Library offers courses to make homework easier

Tonya Gibson

Summer is flying by and soon school 
will begin. Get a jumpstart on your 
school year with the library’s new series 
about quick and easy ways to do your 
homework. These amazing classes are 
designed for students age 13 and up. 
Reference Tool: 
Thursday, August 6, 7 p.m.
Learning Express: 
Tuesday, August 11, 7 p.m.
Searching Databases: 
Thursday, August 13, 7 p.m.
Finding Research Articles:
Tuesday, August 18, 7 p.m.
Tonya Gibson is an employee of the Heights 
Libraries who enjoys writing and photogra-
phy in her free time.

Stop in to the Lee Road Library for a new series 
that will give you ways of cutting down your 
homework time!  

Cassie debuts at the 
Lee Road Library

Judithe Soppel

A powerful, user-friendly software that 
automates the management of the 
library’s computers and printers is com-
ing to the Lee Road Library the first 
week in August.
	 The installation of “Cassie” will be 
done in the mornings that week and 
is expected to take several hours, dur-
ing which the computers will not be 
available. The installation schedule is 
as follows: second floor computers on 
Tuesday, August 4; first floor computers 
on Wednesday, August 5 and the Com-
munity Office on Monday, August 10.
	 Free printing will have a $2 per day 
limit. 10 cents each for black and white, 
and 50 cents each for color copies. A new 
sign-in screen offers clear and easy-to-
follow prompts. Customers can reserve 
a computer from any sign-up station and 
may schedule up to 14 days ahead.
	 One word of caution: once the 
computer shuts down at the end of a 
session, all work is gone and cannot be 
retrieved so users are urged to save their 
work often.
	 The Cassie system has many advan-
tages over the previous one. It is faster 
and more reliable; customers don’t need 
a password or pin number to sign in–just 
their library card or a visitor’s pass;  and 
customers can print documents one at 
a time or bundle them all at once.
	 The migration to Cassie is being 
rolled out throughout the Heights sys-
tem. The pilot installation was at Noble 
Library and has been well-received. It 
has since been installed at Coventry Vil-
lage and University Heights libraries.
	 In addition to all the customer 
benefits of Cassie, the new technology 
is less expensive than the old one, so it 
is more cost effective for the library. 

Judithe Soppel is the public relations coordi-
nator for the Cleveland Height-University 
Heights Public Library.

Library gym space 
plans to be revealed

Judithe Soppel

The Heights Library is hosting two 
meetings to reveal plans for the final 
open space in the west side of the Lee 
Road Library. The duplicate meetings 
will take place on Monday, August 10 
from 7 to 8:30 p.m. and again on Sunday, 
August 16 from 2 to 3:30 p.m. The meet-
ings will be conducted in the Activity 
center at 2340 Lee Road. They are free 
and open to the public.
	 Attendees will have the opportu-
nity to hear Studio Techne architect Jim 
Duber outline his design, and may take 
a walk-through of the 4,000 square foot 
former gym space. A question and answer 
period will follow the presentation.

Judithe Soppel is the public relations coordi-
nator for the Cleveland Height-University 
Heights Public Library.

Japanese and Malaysian 
Restaurant Tel: 216-320-2302   Fax: 216-320-2306

1763 Coventry Road
Cleveland Heights, Ohio 44118
www.pacificeastcoventry.com

Mon. - Thurs. :11 a.m. - 3 p.m., 5 p.m. - 10 p.m.
Fri.: 11 a.m. - 3 p.m., 5 p.m. - 11 p.m.
Sat.: 12 p.m. - 3 p.m., 5 p.m. - 11 p.m.
Sun.: 3 p.m. - 10 p.m.

THE BEST MEDICAL TRANSPORTATION SERVICES INC. 
• Wheelchair vans and ambulance 
• Hospital and Doctor’s appointments 
• Dialysis Treatments 
• Physical Therapy 

 

Serving Cuyahoga and Metropolitan Area 

• Medicaid 
• Private Pays 

(216) 321-1280 
24 HOUR 
CALL SERVICE 

CH-UH Public Library Board 
meeting highlights
June 15, 2009
All board members present.

Dobama project manager praised
Project manager Julie Criscione reported the 
work on the Dobama Theater almost complete 
with most of the drawdowns made by con-
tractors. Board members expressed thanks to 
Criscione for her work in managing the project 
and bringing it in at budget.

Fiscal officer appointed
Molly M. Riffle had been appointed as fiscal of-
ficer on June 1 at an annual salary of $60,000. 
Board members and library staff recognized 
and thanked Frank Brichachek for his helpful 
service as interim fiscal director.

Technology discussed
In a discussion about technology issues and 
objectives, Library Director Nancy Levin urged 
the board not to underestimate what the staff, 
especially the Innovations Team, was already 
doing. She felt that the staff was immersed 
in technology, citing librarian blogs and the 
library’s use of Facebook and Twitter. These 
means, along with instant messaging, were now 
the primary manner of communication among 
staff. She was also looking toward a “hand-
held” library catalog.

Heights Parent Center
Executive Director Louisa Oliver talked about the 
HPC’s mission as a family support service begun 
in 1982. In the last year, HPC served over 300 
families with a total of 1,100 visits. Although 
HPC’s main office is in Taylor Academy, the 
library’s Activity Center houses Little Heights, 

a family literacy playroom for children ages two 
through five, which seeks to educate parents on 
the importance of children’s learning through play. 
The 500 toys in the HPC toy lending library are 
in a closed space in the Little Heights area with 
12 catalog books containing photos of the toys to 
help parents choose the three toys that they can 
borrow for a two-week period. The toy lending 
library relies on volunteer help due to funding cuts 
common to social service agencies and may have 
to suspend the lending. In response to a query by 
Board Member Esther Moss, Oliver replied that 
she would love to have the library involved in the 
toy lending. Director Levin indicated that there 
had been some discussion between HPC and the 
library about this.

Financial news
Director Levin reported the good news that the 
decline in the June tax distribution between 
2008 and 2009 is 8.55 percent as opposed 
to a year-to-date 15 percent decline. However, 
the Ohio Public Employees Retirement system, 
which covers library personnel, has lost over 20 
percent of its value. Levin expects that legislation 
will be introduced in the next few months to ad-
dress concerns with all aspects of OPERS being 
up for discussion.

Library volunteers
Friends of the Library is meeting again and plan-

ning book sales. The library is seeking volunteer 
landscapers. There are now seven volunteer 
grant writers.

Noble Library
Noble Library is experiencing heavy use. On 
June 4, for example, the door count was 2,006.
around 4:45 p.m. there were 45 children, teens 
and adults in the Children’s Room, 11 to 15 
teens in The Spot, and 40 adults and teens in 
the Adult Room. If East Cleveland Public Library 
has to close a branch, Noble will get even more 
use. Noble is the next library to get attention 
both inside and out.

LWV Observer: Anne S. McFarland.

Space restrictions sometimes require the dele-
tion of some proceedings.  For more complete 
summaries view online postings at www.height-
sobserver.org.
	 These meeting summaries are abstracted 
from LWV observers’ written reports. The sum-
maries have been edited and prepared by 
Charlene Morse, Marilyn McLaughlin and 
Maryann Barnes. To receive e-mail postings of 
full reports, send an email to mbarnes9515@
gmail.com or join through google groups us-
ing “lwv-chuh observer reports” as a search 
phrase. 
	 These reports contain member observation 
and selected highlights of public meetings and 
are not official statements of the Heights Chap-
ter of the League of Women Voters Cuyahoga 
Area.  This disclaimer must accompany any 
redistribution of these reports.

Coventry Village Library
1925 Coventry Road 321.3400
Step Out of Time:  
Thursday, August 13, 7 p.m.
SNIA Coffeehouse:  
August 4 & 18, 6 p.m.
Story Stop:  
Wednesdays, August 5 - 26, 10 a.m.

Lee Road Library
2345 Lee Road 932.3600
Preschool Playart:  
Friday, August 21, 10 a.m.
Teen Back to School Party:  
Saturday, August 22, 2 p.m.
Cooking as Celebration: 
The Glamour of Spice:  
August 12, 7 p.m.
Blood Drive:  
Monday, August 2, 12 p.m. - 6 p.m.

Coming soon @ your library
Noble Neighborhood Library
2800 Noble Road 291.5665
Stay and Play:  
Fridays, August 7 - 28, 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
Knitting Circle:  
Thursdays, August 6 & 20, 7 p.m.
Mystery Evening:  
Thursday, August 13, 7 p.m.

University Heights Library
13866 Cedar Road 321.4700
Senior Spot:  
Wednesdays, August 5 - 26, 
12:30 p.m. - 2:30 p.m.
Monday at the Movies:  
Mondays, August 3 - 31, 1 p.m. & 7 p.m.

2163 Lee Road #103, Cleveland Heights, OH  44118
216–320–1423 • www.futureheights.org

Advertise in the Heights Observer
Call 513-3070 www.heightsobserver.org
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cleveland HEIGHTS news

Step It Up CH to hold  
council candidate forum
Susie Kaeser

Step It Up Cleveland Heights will con-
tinue to promote public discussion of its 
Citizen Agenda at a public forum to be 
held on Sept. 16 at Forest Hill Church. 
The 7:00 p.m. event will engage candi-
dates for Cleveland Heights City Coun-
cil in a discussion of key issues affecting 
the city’s future and how prospective 
city council members see themselves 
working for the community.
	 A five-issue Citizen Agenda is avail-
able at  www.heightsobserver.org/step-it-up. 

Susie Kaeser is a community volunteer and 
advocate for public education.

For the finest Quality
• Fences-crafted of  cedar
• Patios-brick & flagstone
• Decks-cedar or composite
• Planting-design & install
Hundreds of  satisfied Heights customers.

Michael J. Madorsky 216.321.7729

MJM Landscape Design & Construction

Since 1983

Are You All Tired Out? 
 Re-tire  

At 

HOLLIS AUTOMOTIVE 
 

2857 Noble Road, Cleveland Heights 
(216) 472-6443 

 

Check Out Our Tire Prices for Summer Driving  
Complete Mechanical Repairs (including Hybrids) 

 

Present this ad for a  
$19.95 oil change and lubrication* 

  *Not applicable to Hybrids or vehicles requiring Synthetic Motor Oil  
* Not applicable with any other discount  

 

Please call for an appointment Expires September 1, 2009 

The energy-efficient way to heat and cool your home or  
business.  We specialize in retrofitting Heights homes!

Call 216-906-1300 or email J.Shorey@NorthcoastGeothermal.com for more information.

 

Northcoast Geothermal*, Inc.
 Design and Construction Services

Making the planet greener, one 
house at a time.

*Noun 1.
geothermal energy

 Now Open 4 Lunch 

 

New lunch Hours: 

Thursday & Friday 

open @ 11:30 
 

Saturday & Sunday 

open @ 12:00 
 

 

Daily Specials! 

 

Family Friendly Patio! 

2191 Lee Road • Cleveland Heights • 216.371.1713 

Cleveland Heights City Council 
meeting highlights
MONDAY JUNE 15, 2009
All council members present.

Parking variance in Kenilworth
Elliot Posner of Kenilworth Road thanked coun-
cil for delaying its decision, made at a June 1 
meeting, on a parking variance request by the 
Benjamin Rose Institute located at 2373 Euclid 
Heights Blvd. Neighbors who had quickly 
organized into an association were concerned 
about the possibility of the narrow Kenilworth 
Lane turning into a “parking lot” due to the 
institute’s planned increase in residents. Kathy 
Browning, also of Kenilworth Road, brought 
up the same concerns and thanked the city for 
its quick response to neighborhood concerns. 
Posner suggested that council include the new 
Kenilworth Road Association in future discus-
sions about the neighborhood.

Response to parking concern
Later in the meeting Council Member Nancy 
Dietrich reported that before approving the 
Benjamin Rose Properties’ request for a parking 
variance, the Board of Zoning Appeals had ap-
proved an amendment to make a minor altera-
tion to the code that brought the city’s zoning 
requirements in line with HUD requirements and 
addressed the parking and traffic concerns of 
Kenilworth neighborhood residents.

Traffic study
Mayor Kelley reported that the city was studying 
traffic in the western part of Cleveland Heights 
in partnership with Regional Transit Author-
ity, Northeast Ohio Area-wide Coordinating 
Agency and University Circle. They hope to 
make it more bicycle-friendly.

Infrastructure work awarded
Water main work on Yellowstone Road was 
awarded to the Camino Construction Company, 
for $309,027. The bid of the Burton Scott 
Company for $1,530,856.25 was accepted 
for street resurfacing work.

Survey for water leaks
The city manager was authorized to contract 
Consulting Engineering, Inc. for a waterline 

survey for not more than $40,000. The purpose 
of the work is to check for leaks.

Strategic plan revisions under review
The planning commission will be reviewing revi-
sions to the city’s strategic plan that had not been 
updated since 1993. The review of the plan will 
place a new emphasis on economic development 
so the city will be well placed to grow when the 
economy turns around.

More financial cuts announced
The city continues to make adjustments in appro-
priations and other expenditures, mostly reduc-
tions of general fund expenses. Council Member 
Kenneth Montlack presented on first reading an 
ordinance with a long list of recommended cuts 
including 10 unpaid furlough days for police ci-
vilian personnel, all education programs, vehicle 
maintenance, the Cain Park wading pool and 
Community Relations’ staffing. Montlack was 
especially concerned about cuts in the latter, call-
ing that department “the tripwire” for alerting the 
city staff and council about problems. He urged 
citizens to call the police at 291-2323 about any 
neighborhood problems.

Nonprofits to receive CDBG funds
Council agreed that the following three nonprofit 
corporations would receive Community Develop-
ment Block Grants funds:
• �The Center for Families and Children $27,810 

for assistance with its PINPOINT Program at 
the RapArt Center

• �The Home Repair Resource Center $20,000 for 
its Nutrition and Afternoon Out Program;

• �The Noble-Nela Merchants Association $5,000 
for assistance with the administrative costs of the 
Association and its activities.

LWV observers: Carol Gibson, Lisa Peters.

MONDAY JULY 6, 2009
All council members present.

Nuisance property donated and sold
Council accepted the donation to the city of 
the property located at 1528 Crest Rd. and 
authorized the sale of that property. The owner 
did not wish to rehabilitate the property, which 
had sustained fire damage and been declared 
a nuisance, and offered to give it to the city. A 
neighboring property owner will purchase the 
property for $5,500 and demolish the house. 
Residents that had discussed the matter with the 
city were pleased with this solution.

City manager authorized to buy houses
city manager was authorized to use Neighbor-
hood Stabilization Program Funds to purchase, 
without prior council approval, properties in four 
designated areas: 1) Lee, between Mayfield 
and Cedar 2) Caldonia 3) Monticello and 4) 
Randolph at a cost of up to $75,000 for a single 
family home and $125,000 for a double.

Financial legislation  
Council passed an ordinance decreasing ap-
propriations in several areas of the current city 
budget that Council member Kenneth Montlack 
had presented on first reading and given details 
at the preceding council meeting. Council mem-
ber Mark Tumeo noted that council had worked 
hard to be forward looking as to finances, 
ensuring that the city will be able to prosper 
with the economic recovery. Mayor Kelley said 
that the budget showed fiscal responsibility at its 
best. The council authorized the city manager to 
amend the 2009 Community Development Block 
Grant Consolidation Plan to allot $140,000 to 
storefront renovation. The 2010 Tax Budget was 
presented on first reading.

LWV observers: Blanche Valancy, Lisa Peters.

Space restrictions sometimes require the 
deletion of some proceedings. For more 
complete summaries view online postings 
at www.heightsobserver.org.

See disclaimer on page 4.

has to be more appealing to outsiders.

Education
The group received strong public sup-
port in its desire for candidates to 
advocate for and actively promote the 
Cleveland Heights-University Heights 
schools as a major community asset and 
means to attract families to move to 
Cleveland Heights. Step It Up members 
told the audience that candidates should 
be held accountable and do what they 
say they will for the system. One citizen 
commented that the schools are the 
backbone of the community and they 
must be given more positive attention.

Economic development
Formulating a strategic economic plan 
was the next issue. Candidates should 
envision ways to increase population 
and shape the city. By working collab-
oratively with every section of the city, 
merchants and businesses would be able 
to essentially “have each other’s backs,” 
one attendee wrote. “We have to deal 
with diversity, jobs, religion, business and 
the schools and figure out a way to make 
them work together,” Chupp said.

Housing
It is no secret that the housing crisis has 
hit Cleveland Heights. Step It Up sug-
gested candidates work collaboratively 
with all sectors of the community to 
create effective responses to the housing 
crisis, to convert vacant and deteriorat-
ing property into positive resources for 
the city. 
	 There was a strong support for 
maintaining housing and attracting 
younger homeowners to the area. 
	 “What can be done to change the 
bad properties into good ones for the 
city?” Chupp said, questioning both can-
didates and citizens in the audience.

Promoting diversity
Finally, Step It Up supports policies 
that continue to encourage the diver-
sity that is so valued in the community. 
“Many people are attracted to Cleveland 
Heights because of its rich diversity,” 
Chupp said. “There are many ethnic 
groups other than black and white. In-
dividuals have to be comfortable talking 
about diversity, and they have to become 
‘cultivators’ of the city,” Chupp said. 
	 It was suggested that neighbor-
hoods need to come together and cel-
ebrate one another. 
	 “I love Cleveland Heights because 
of the diversity,” Glave said.

Jeremy Hebebrand is a summer intern at The 
Heights Observer and a senior magazine 
journalism major at Kent State University.

step it up continued from page 1
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university HEIGHTS news

• Lawn renovation and
new lawn installation

• Organic and traditional lawn
fertilization programs

• Integrated weed and
pest management

• Organic lawn topdressing
• Lawn aeration and

thatch removal
• Weekly lawn maintenance

Has your
lawn
gone on
vacation?

www.lawnlad.com | (216) 371-1935

Lawn Lad. Passionately committed to making
your yard and garden look their beautiful best.

SPECIAL OFFER:
SAVE $25.00

Take $25.00 off lawn care and
renovation services. Offer for new or

additional services. Not to be combined with
other offers. Expires September 15, 2009.

Code: HOB0809

Are disease, insects, and recreational wear
conspiring with heat, drought, and infertile
soil to ruin your lawn? Our lawn renovation
services make distressed lawns healthy and
green again. Call today to find out how we can
make your yard the envy of the neighborhood.

LL_HO.0809.Final_Ad:Layout 1  7/25/09  7:34 AM  Page 1

Enjoy a beautiful summer day at 
 

Lake View Cemetery 
“Cleveland’s Outdoor Museum” 

 

Mayfield and Kenilworth Roads 
 
 

Prayer Warriors Concert 
Tuesday, August 18, 2009 7:30 p.m. FREE 

 
Egyptian Architectural Walking Tour 
Saturday, August 22, 2009 10:00 a.m. to noon 

 
Trolley Tours 

August 2, 9, 16, 23 and 30 10:00 a.m. 
 
 
 
 

For more information call 
216-421-2665 or 

www.lakeviewcemetery.com 

University Heights City Council 
meeting highlights
MONDAY JUNE 15, 2009
All council members present.

Improvements at Bellefaire
Council approved the continuance of capital 
improvements at at Bellefaire Jewish Children’s 
Bureau, 22001 Fairmount Blvd., with new ex-
terior lighting throughout the campus. Through 
funding from the state of Ohio, the lighting 
would be standardized and controlled by sec-
tor. Light pollution into neighboring properties 
would be negligible.

Variance for a shed
Mr. and Mrs. Joel Libava of 14408 E. Carroll 
challenged the variance granted to Matthew 
and Jennifer Bauman of 14398 East Carroll 
Blvd. by the Board of Zoning Appeals on 
June 10. Due to a miscalculation, the structure 
exceeded the zoning requirements by 0.82 
percent. The Libavas’ concern was that, at 15 
feet tall, the structure was more like a barn than 
a shed and too large for the small yard. Council 
agreed that the structure was too big and the 
appeal to the zoning variance was approved. 
The Baumans would have to reduce the size 
of the structure’s footprint. The Baumans also 
planned to move it more toward the center of 
their yard, away from the Libava’s property line. 
They can appeal this decision with the Court of 
Common Pleas.

Fingerprint system
With the exception of Councilman Frank Con-
solo, council approved an ordinance authoriz-
ing the purchase of an electronic fingerprint 
system for the police department. The system 
would enable prints to be shared with the state 
crime lab and the F.B.I.  

Anthony Ianiro, director of finance
Council approved the appointment of Anthony 
Ianiro as director of finance on a part-time basis. 

He was finance director for University Heights 
before Arman Ochoa. Ochoa has been on an 
unpaid leave of absence since the beginning of 
June due to an investigation by state auditors.

CRC’s final report
Council accepted the final report of the Charter 
Review Commission and approved submitting the 
proposed charter amendments to the electorate on 
Nov. 3. Vice-Mayor Adele Zucker abstained.  

Senior Transportation Connection
An ordinance to contract Senior Transportation 
Connection was presented on first reading. The 
previous provider (TC3) will be out of business at 
the end of June. STC is run by a county agency 
and will be taking over the services provided 
by TC3.

University Parkway reconstruction
The resolution to contract Mr. Excavator for Univer-
sity Parkway Roadway reconstruction was tabled 
because the application for funding submitted to 
the state committee had not been approved yet. 
Council has 60 days to approve this contract.

House on Ashurst
Building Commissioner Menn reported that Far-
row Group had been hired to clean out 2603 
Ashurst Road for $1,372. Once cleaned, the 
engineers will determine if the house needed to 
be torn down. Menn planned to meet with Gus 
Frangos of the Cuyahoga County land bank 
regarding the disposition of this property. Coun-
cilman Steven Sims suggested that if the house 
was determined to be sound, there should be an 
open house for the neighbors to enable them to 

see the house and dispel their concerns. Menn 
was also seeking Neighborhood Stabilization 
Funds from the county for this property. The ap-
plication deadline is June 30. It was suggested 
that a grant writer be hired to help.

LWV observer: Wendy Deuring. 

Special council meeting
MONDAY JUNE 29, 2009
Councilman Kevin Murphy excused.

Update on 2603 Ashurst Road
City engineer Joe Ciuni and Building Commis-
sioner David Menn toured the vacant house at 
2603 Ashurst and found the house to be struc-
turally sound and recommended rehabilitation 
for resale. Menn suggested that the city hold an 
open house so that neighbors could see that the 
underlying structure was sound.
	 Law director Ken Fisher pointed out that 
although the house could be rehabbed, council 
hadn’t decided whether to rehab or raze it and 
then put it on the market.  
	 Residents questioned the practicality of 
rehabbing the house in light of the current hous-
ing market and urged council to look into further 
options for the property.
	 Ashurst Road residents saw no need for an 
open house since they all had been in the house, 
but felt that council should take a tour of the prop-
erty. Council decided an open house would be 
held on Thursday, July 9 from 5 to 7 p.m.

Senior Transportation Connection
Council addressed many issues involving the 
Senior Transportation Connection before they 
decided whether to contract this company. 
Councilman Peter Bernardo was concerned 
about the high cost of the service since his par-
ents could take cab rides that cost about $10 
per one-way trip. Councilman Frank Consolo was 
concerned because of Plain Dealer articles about 
their finance director. He also noted contradic-
tions in the contract, inconsistent language and 

Space restrictions sometimes require the 
deletion of some proceedings. For more 
complete summaries view online postings 
at www.heightsobserver.org.

See disclaimer on page 4.

a referral to an appendix that was not included. 
The contract provided to council on June 15 
had to be signed or service to seniors would 
terminate on July 1, therefore inconveniencing or 
harming those who rely on this service. Council-
man Steve Bullock stated that council needed 
to be more proactive rather than simply taking 
the proposal handed to them. Councilwoman 
Frankie Goldberg agreed and stated that she 
wished the STC representatives were at the 
meeting to answer questions. Vice Mayor Adele 
Zucker stated that both Shaker and Mayfield 
had had questions, investigated the service, 
and chose to contract with them.
	 Consolo requested two promises from the 
mayor: that she would continue to search for 
good options for this service, and, that if other 
good options were found, she would exercise 
a 90-day-out option in the contract to end the 
city’s association with STC. Goldberg added 
that within 90 days, council should receive a 
report from Walter Stinson, University Heights 
community coordinator, with details about 
other alternatives.
	 Council passed a motion for a one-year 
contract with STC with a 90-day out clause 
where the mayor must provide options to 
council or terminate the contract.

Purvis Park tennis courts
Council authorized submission of an applica-
tion for stimulus funds through the Community 
Block Grant Development program to rehabili-
tate the Purvis Park tennis courts.

LWV observer: Susan D. Pardee.
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HEIGHTS schools

 Pint with your pup on the patio 

2167 lee road (next to cedar/lee theatre) • 216.321.3469 

 

Water provided. 
The beer is on you! 

 
 

Happy hour til 9pm  

parnells’s pub 

P 

www.coolplacestoeat.com

12502 Larchmere Blvd., Cleveland, OH 44120
tel. 216-791-0918

Options for senior living
Reliable, experienced, 
home health assistants.
All employees thoroughly screened

Hourly caregivers/companions
Live-in options available

Bonded and insured

(216)381-1010
representatives available 24/7

omeCare
        Select
omeCare
        Select
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Annuals • Perennials • Trees • Shrubs
Shade Plants • Pottery • Garden Décor & Much More!

13410 Cedar Rd., Cleveland Heights, OH 44118
216-932-0039 • www.bremec.com

Mon - Sat 9-6 • Sun 10-5

We have everything
you need to brighten up

your outdoor space!

Belgard ~ Conard Pyle Star Roses ~ Imperial Nursery 
Pacific Pottery ~ Scott’s Fertilizer ~ Sweet Peet

Take advantage of Special Savings!
Specials will be announced during the show.

Come join in on the FUN!
BLOOMING with BREMEC’S

Broadcasting LIVE Aug. 15th • 7:30-8:00am

COMPLIMENTARY COFFEE & PASTRIES

Extraordinary Gardener School

Aug. 15 9:30-10 Expert Gardener Q&A

Aug. 29 9:30-10 Nip-Tuck — A beginner’s
guide to deadheading

Sept. 12 9:30-10 Getting Your Garden
Ready for Fall

Saturday

Morning Savings

9am-Noon

25% OFF
All Plant

Material

AnniversarySaleAug. 7-16$avings you won’t
want to miss!

OPEN HOUSE
August 15th•7:30am-6:00pm

Come and meet the staff and
see our new look!

CH-UH Board of Education 

meeting highlights
TUESDAY JUNE 16, 2009
All board members present.

Superintendent vote
Board President Kal Zucker explained to dis-
senters protesting the vote on the new super-
intendent that public addresses were reserved 
for regular meetings and that this meeting was 
a work session.
	 The board voted, four to one, to appoint 
Douglas Heuer superintendent of the Cleveland 
Heights-University Heights school system. Ron 
Register placed the one negative vote. He had 
previously moved to table the vote to hear public 
opinion, but no board member seconded the 
motion. Heuer was hired for $140,000 with a 
three-year contract as of August 2009.

Board comments on Heuer
Zucker described Heuer as a strong financial 
leader; similarly, board member Nancy Peppler 
noted that Heuer had a good track record with 
school achievement and community partner-
ships and that he had articulated his dream 
that a majority African American school system 
would have an “excellent” rating. Moreover, 
board member Eric Coble stated that under 
Heuer’s leadership in Austintown the middle 
schools had met 25 out of 30 Ohio standards 
and he had kept the community united. Vice 
President Ronald Register said that we are a 
unique school system with an 82 percent African 
American population and that Heuer was not 
the man for the job.

Thank you to the interim superintendent
The board thanked Christine Fowler-Mack for 
her work as interim superintendent.

Equity and Access Audit
Dr. Rossi Ray-Taylor, a special presenter for 
the Equity and Access Audit, along with the 
administrative staff and Christine Fowler-Mack 
presented the following areas for review: achieve-

ment outcomes/access and equity, special program 
referral and placement, discipline and behavior 
intervention. The results of the audit are available 
in the online version of this article. the presenters 
recommended policy changes and next steps.

LWV Observer: Lillian Houser.

TUESDAY JULY 7, 2009
All board members present.

Administrators travel to China
Joseph Micheller, director of educational services, 
presented an update of administrators’ trip to Chi-
na. Interim Superintendent Christine Fowler Mack, 
Sally Levine, and Micheller met with leaders of two 
colleges in China. Jay McLoughlin, from the Col-
lege of Education at Cleveland State University, 
will assist in the development of a new high school 
economics course that will look at economics from 
both the U.S. and Chinese perspectives.

Roxboro Middle School
board member Michael Cicero commented on 
incorrect information that appeared in a letter 
to the Sun Press regarding student eligibility to 
participate in end-of-year activities at Roxboro 
Middle School. He stated that the board had not 
told the superintendent to take any action, and that 
the superintendent had told the principal to make 
the decision regarding student eligibility.

LWV observer: Adele Cohn.

Space restrictions sometimes require the 
deletion of some proceedings. For more 
complete summaries view online postings 
at www.heightsobserver.org.

See disclaimer on page 4.



heights observer august 4, 2009				    join the conversation at www.heightsobserver.org8

heights kids

216-932-9755
PLUMBING / HEATING / AIR CONDITIONING       www.vehann.com      

”Stimulus Special”
      Save $50 

Now $104.00  Reg.  $154.00
 Mention this ad when calling to receive your discount.  

Standard tune-up allows for 45 minutes of labor; parts and labor for 
repairs additional.  Coupon must be presented with your payment to 
technician at time of service.  Coupon valid during normal working 
hours M-F 8:00-3:30; excludes weekends and holidays.  Not valid with 

any other offer or discount.  Pricing based on a single system.  
                  Expires 10/31/09.

 
Owned and operated 
by Chris and Bill Hann.

on a Heating Tune-Up/
Safety Inspection

 

216-291-2776   2548 Noble Road   Cleveland Heights

7:30 a.m. - 3 p.m. T-TH
7:30 a.m. - 6 p.m. F & S
Closed Sunday

Let us cater your special event, 
ask for Bonnie.

Merritt Catering 
Fresh baked goods, boxed lunches, meals to order

Ellen Barrett 

Q. I have a six-month-old baby and am plan-
ning on attending a family reunion this sum-
mer. My son is starting to go through a phase 
where he only wants me to hold him. How can 
I protect him from my well-intentioned rela-
tives wanting to pass him around? How can I 
get a break to enjoy the vacation too? 
A. Depending on your accommodations, 
one thing you’ll want to try to establish 
is a “relative-free zone.” This should be 
an actual physical space (a bedroom, a 
chair in the corner of a room or maybe 
just the back seat of the car!) This is 
where you can retreat whenever your 
son is feeling stressed. Hopefully, it will 
be comfortable enough for you to feed 
him, let him play and be a place where 
you two can take a break. It would be 
great if you could tell a few close family 
members your situation and have them 
run interference for you. That way you 
won’t always have to be the one to deny 
everyone access to your beautiful baby. 
	 You’ll also want to try to stick as 

Parenting Q & A

Jeff Haynes

The Heights Youth Club is now halfway 
through its third annual summer pro-
gram. The club kicked off the summer 
with its first annual “Taste of Heights” 
fundraiser where members of City 
Council and residents came out to enjoy 
food from over 20 area restaurants and 
to support the club. Special thanks to 

Heights Youth Club offers summer fun for area kids

close to a good sleep schedule as you 
can. If your baby is overtired he’ll be 
even more prone to crankiness, and that 
will not be any fun for you or anyone 
else. Although you may feel pressured to 
have your baby smile and respond like 
you know he usually does, try and relax 
and know that this phase will pass. It 
may not be a perfect visit this time but 
there will be others.

Ellen Barrett, a parent educator at Heights 
Parent Center for the last 12 years, fields 
questions from parents about the daily ups 
and downs of parenting. The same issues 
affect many parents. If you have questions 
for Ellen, e-mail her at ebarrett@heights-
parentcenter.org. 

Jimmy O’Neill for his hard work and 
dedication to making the evening an 
overwhelming success.
	 Since the event, club members 
have enjoyed various activities in 
the gym, games room, computer lab, 
art room and teen floor. All of the  
activities are age specific and all mem-
bers get a chance to be in every area  
of the building at some point dur-

America’s Money Man™ and 
author of “Your Money, Your 
Future”, Ivan Gelfand publishes 
an eNewletter around the 15th of 
each month. 

The yearly subscription for 
Ivan’s eNewsletter is $29.95. 
Observer readers have an 

opportunity to receive the eNewsletter for F-R-E-E. 

That’s a $29.95 eNewsletter for FREE! 
Go to: IvanGelfand.com/signup. 

Learn from America’s Money Man™

Ivan Gelfand: America’s Money Man™ 

ing each day. Members also enjoy a 
full hot lunch every afternoon when  
they arrive.
	 This summer members have  
participated in Social Responsi-
bility Trainings, Fifty Nifty States, 
Stranger Danger Self-Defense, Tal-
ent Shows, Story Writing/Telling, 
Video Game Tournaments, Sports and 
Game Room Tournaments and many  
other programs.

	 Membership in the club is only $10 
for an entire year. Enrollment is open 
all year round for kids 6 to 18. Come 
to the club to check it out and pick up 
a membership application. The club is 
located on the corner of Lee Road and 
Washington Boulevard. Contact us at 
216-321–CLUB. Hope to see you!

Jeff Haynes is the Heights Youth Club's  
assistant director. 

Wonderful Rocky has been named 

after the good Samaritan who called PAWS to 

rescue a mother and kitten that were in danger 

at a construction site. She is a petite, very shy girl 

who purrs like crazy when she knows you’re in 

the room with her. 

	 More than likely Rocky spent most of her 

five years on the streets but adapted quickly 

(and gratefully) to being inside. She would be 

best placed in a quite home where she can relax 

and learn to trust. Rocky would be a perfect 

addition to a loving house that just wants to 

help out  but isn’t looking for a lap cat. Rocky is 

spayed, tested negative, up to date with routine 

vaccinations and litter box trained.  If interested, 

please contact PAWS at 440-442-PAWS or visit 

www.pawsohio.org. 
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Kathy Dawson

You and your mate don’t have to be sepa-
rated by land or sea to feel like you’re in 
a long distance relationship. Sometimes 
even living in the same house can feel 
miles apart. Different work shifts, busy 
schedules and fatigue can separate you. 
When this happens, a simple technique 
called “romance telepathy” can go a long 
way to keep you and your mate feeling 
connected.
	 My first exposure to romance  
telepathy was serendipitous. My mom 
had died in 1995 and I was cleaning out 
her attic. I opened an old shoebox to 
discover over 100 letters my dad had 
written to her during World War II.  
In one of the letters, he suggested 
romance telepathy as a way to stay  
connected to her. Here is an excerpt 
from that letter:
	 Darling, I’m going to send you a kiss ev-
ery morning at 8:00, then again at 1:00, 6:00, 
and 10:00. I want you to do the same, will 
you? I’m memorizing these times so I won’t 

Romance Telepathy
get it wrong, and I want to know that when 
I’m doing this, you are doing the same thing. 
Let’s start this schedule Wednesday morning 
at 8:00, your time. Okay?
	 Your emotions live in your heart, 
but did you know that your imagination 
can be just as powerful as your heart in 
communicating those emotions? When 
your imagination and heart work in 
tandem, you and your mate will create 
an unbreakable connection.
	 For answers to your relationship 
questions, send an e-mail to Kathy@
kathythecoach.com.

Kathy Dawson is a Cleveland Heights  
author and relationship coach. To learn more 
about her, visit www.kathythecoach.com.

Advertise in the 

Heights Observer

216-320-1423
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HEIGHTS shops

CONCRETE 
Drive-Garage Slab 

$AVE$AVE$AVE$AVE$AVE$AVE  

 

PAY LESS                             
For all construction needs 

Specialized Trades   Mostly AMISH      

$AVE$AVE$AVE$AVE$AVE$AVE  

ROOFING 
Tear off –New 

MASONRY 
Tuckpointing 

Steps-Chimney 

SIDING 
Wood 

Vinyl/Aluminum 

BASEMENT 
Waterproofing 
Cracks-Peeling 

Specials: Labor+matl 
New Garage      f $9,900 
Furnace      f $1,395 
Window      f $  149 

CARPENTRY 
Windows-Door 
Cabinets-Trim 
Deck-Porches 

ALL REPAIRS 
Complete REHAB 
CITY Violations 
Tree Removal 

(440) 684-9211 
HGN CONSTRUCTION, llc 

 
 

 
Dining Hours 

 5:00 p.m.—12:00 midnight 
7 nights a week* 

 

2195 Lee Road 
216-321-1116 

 
Parking behind Cedar Lee Theatre 

 
* kitchen closes at 11 p.m. on Sundays 

 

Jimmy O’Neill’s 
Tavern 

Come dine with us 
after the show!! 

Jeremy Hebebrand

Margaret Mueller was 78, in great 
health, spending most of her days in 
front of the computer playing spider 
solitaire. She  wanted a change. Then 
one day, on a drive down Larchmere 
Boulevard, she noticed an abandoned 
house with tires and other junk scat-
tered across the yard.
	 “Someone should buy that house 
and do something with it,” Mueller said 
to a friend. Three days later the house 
was hers. At first she had the idea of 
turning the place into a basic apartment 
for people. No, too boring. She decided 
to turn it into a restaurant and Felice 
was born.
	 Having little to no experience in 
running a restaurant, she needed help. 
Ricardo Sandoval, owner and chef of 
Fat Cats Restaurant in Tremont, heard 
of Mueller’s plans and jumped onboard. 
Sandoval was put in charge of the 
kitchen and its menu.

Felice 
a renovation of good eats and warming hospitality

Bob Rosenbaum

When Stephon Smith completed the 
auto repair program at Baran Institute 
of Technology in Connecticut, he came 
home to the Heights to look for a job. 
But first, he had to survive a welcome-
to-the-real-world internship at Mac’s 
Marathon on Taylor Road.
	 “They’re not too tough on me,” he 
said of the guys at Mac’s—a close-knit 
team of pros who have been helping kids 
get into the auto repair business for 32 
years.
	 Mac’s is a Cleveland Heights institu-
tion, owned by brothers Scott Berman 
and Ken Block since 1977. They bought 
it from John "Mac" Maglosky, who had 
owned it for about 30 years before that.
	 One condition of the purchase was 
that they had to keep Andy Edmonds 
on the payroll. He was 12 at the time, 
and worked for another five or six 
years before leaving to pursue his own 
career doing electrical work and a bit of 
this-and-that. Edmonds has remained 
friends with Berman and Block, and still 
stops by the station to visit.
	 In fact, it seems that there has always 
been at least one kid around Mac’s. For 
a short time this summer, that kid was 
Smith—a University Heights resident 
and Heights High graduate, Class of 
2008. "I used to watch my granddad work 
on cars in the backyard,” Smith says.
	 Berman works the office and plays 
the role of grizzled manager, continually 
shaping the business to fit the chang-
ing world around it. He’s shortened 
the station’s hours over the years, from 
90 hours a week in the 1980s to just 
under 60 hours today. He got rid of the 
wrecker a few years back because the 
level of profit didn’t justify the invest-
ment in a new truck.
	 Mac’s Marathon is really about fix-

After 32 years, there’s still plenty of kid stuff at Mac’s garage

	 “He just said ‘yes’ instantly and even 
I was shocked,” Mueller recalls.
	 Mueller hired a handful of con-
struction workers who fixed each part 
of the house to her liking. After nearly 
three years of work (and a robbery 
when thieves took copper and other 
construction materials), the restaurant 
was finally finished and opened on May 
5, 2008. Mueller used her own funds to 
pay for the restaurant reconstruction.
	 Serving up a variety of fresh food 
with just about every ethnic influence 
and flavor, Felice is a small hidden gem 
on Larchmere. The restaurant’s name 
actually comes from the last names of 
Mueller’s granddaughters.
	 Mueller’s experience before Felice 
was varied. She was a volunteer, she ran 
for Congress as a Republican, she was a 
social worker, and she earned a master’s 
degree in education. “You name it, I 
have done it,” she laughs.
	 Mueller and her late husband’s 
families have lived in the area since the 

mid-1800s and she has been a resident 
of Cleveland Heights all of her life. “I 
honestly get nervous traveling too far 
from here,” Mueller confides.
	 Felice has a peaceful ambiance— 
no TVs, no radios, just a relaxing at-
mosphere to enjoy a meal or a drink.  
There is a built-in bar and a patio out-
side, and Mueller says she may open a 
bar in the small garage near the patio, 
hoping to attract younger adults. There 
is also a garden outside that one of  
her employees takes care of during  
the summer.
	 She said she takes pride in her 

project and has enjoyed every minute 
of making it come to life, and she loves 
meeting different people who come 
through her doors every day.
	 “I am really not in this for the 
money. I think the best thing is that I 
have created jobs for people by turning 
this place into a restaurant. They could 
go anywhere else, but they don’t. They 
work hard here and it is really nice to see 
that kind of dedication,” Mueller said.

Jeremy Hebebrand is a summer intern at 
the Heights Observer and a senior magazine 
journalism major at Kent State University.

ing cars, which is Block’s role as lead 
technician. To stand around and watch 
for an hour is to witness Block and 
others shuttle between the cars on the 
racks, while squeezing in a bunch of 
good deeds—inflating a tire for a mom 
in a hurry or filling the tank for an older 
driver—while Berman shakes his head 
and acts grumpy. 
	 There’s a constant parade of people, 
all of whom are treated like friends 
who’ve been coming around forever.
	 It’s a full-service shop where you 
can get everything from a tire change 
to a new transmission. On a new car, 
they’ll give you the best parts money can 
buy. On an old car, if you’re looking to 
save money, they’ll offer to locate rebuilt 
parts and will give you some straight 
talk about what to fix just to keep the 
car running.
	 "We’re pretty old-fashioned," Ber-
man says. "We’ll do what you want us 
to do, as long as it’s going to fix the 
problem."
	 The common theme of the place, 
however, is the steady procession of 
young trainees who move through the 
garage. At least one former apprentice 
has opened his own service station in 
another part of the region. Others have 
stayed in the auto trade or, like Ed-
monds, moved into other jobs. For the 
last two summers, John Borden, son of 
a prominent neurosurgeon, has worked 
in the shop.
	 Outside of the garage, Block serves 
on the advisory board for the automo-
tive Career Prep curriculum at Heights 
High.
	 “When we first took over the 
place,” Berman says, “a day didn’t go 
by that some kid wouldn’t stop by on 
his way home from school and ask for 
a job. We’ve hired a lot of kids over the 
years.”

	 Stop by sometime. Mac’s Marathon 
is at 1828 South Taylor Road, phone 
number 216-321-3113.

Bob Rosenbaum is a Cleveland Heights 
resident.

On nice days, co-owner Ken Block often drives his vintage automobile to work at Mac's Service.

Felice, 12502 Larchmere Blvd., is open for brunch Saturday and Sunday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. and for  
dinner Tuesday through Thursday 4 - 10 p.m. and Friday and Saturday 4 p.m. to midnight.
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HEIGHTS eats

 Shop at locally owned businesses  
 Improve the local economy
 Support your charitable cause 

Use your I Buy NEO Community Card at these participating businesses:

New merchants are being added daily! Purchase your I Buy NEO Community  
Card at www.futureheights.org

Cleveland Heights
Abrash   
All Makes Vacuum   
Anatolia Cafe  
Antalya Red Square 
Appetite   
Atma Center  

Big Fun, Inc.   
Bussey’s Upholstery,  
 Foam n’ Fabric Inc.   
Catch A Critter   
Cedar Lee Pub and Grill   
Central Health   
Chris Holley-Starling  
 Photography   

Clothing Brigade   
Cut Hair Studio   
Diamond’s Men’s Store
Everything By Face   
Fashions by Fowler   
Fast Eddy’s Chop Shop   
Guy’s Pizza   
Hang It Up   

Healthy Alternatives  
Heart and Sole   
Heights Floral Shoppe
Huntington Learning Center  
 - University Heights   
Isle of Beads Inc
JFJ Live Talk Radio   
Mac’s Backs Paperbacks   

Motorcars Honda Inc   
Motorcars Toyota Inc   
On Cue Billiards   
Paul Hamlin Interiors   
Pizza BOGO   
Sanctuary by Joyce    
Seitz-Agin Hardware   
Simply Charming   

The Above Boutique   
The Stone Oven Bakery 
 & Cafe   
Washinton & Lee Service   
Wood Trader   

Support Northeast Ohio Businesses

COE_0052_FutureHghts_Ad2.indd   1 2/27/09   1:26:13 PM

Mac's Backs 
Books on Coventry   

1820 Coventry Rd.  
 

www.macsbacks.com  
 

216-321-2665 
 

3 Floors of New & Used Books  
and Magazines  

  
I Buy NEO Rebate of 5%  
for purchases over $20 

I BUY NEO

Isle of Beads 
2483 Lee Blvd. 

In the Heights Rockefeller Building 
 

www.isleofbeadscleveland.com 
 

216-371-0173 
 

Remarkably beautiful and unusual 
beads that tell your creative story 

  
I Buy NEO Rebate of 5%  
for purchases over $50 

Promote your
I BUY NEO

rebate here - 
call 216-320-1423

Loren Sonkin

The Heights wine scene is fortunate to 
have several wine bars. The oldest is La 
Cave du Vin on the corner of Coventry 
and Euclid Heights. It offers an assort-
ment of wine and beer from around the 
world, and a limited food menu. Many 
wines are available by the taste, glass or 
bottle; others only by the bottle.
	 I began with a glass of 2005 Lau-
renz Gruner Veltliner from Austria. 
The wine was crisp and delicious with 
flavors of minerals, lime and a pinch of 
white pepper. I tasted three wines from 
Portugal, each a healthy 2-ounce pour. 
The 2006 Urban, made from a Spanish 
Tempranillo grape, was luscious and 
full bodied with complex cherry fruit. 
The Irreverante, made from Touriga 
Nacional grapes grown by a co-op in 
Portugal, is light and easy to drink. 
Its bright acidity goes well with food. 
The last, Aliança Terra Boa Old Vines, 
unfortunately, came from an off bottle, 
but I was not charged for it.
	 Erich Lasher, La Cave’s proprietor, 
recommended one more wine to taste. 
Chateau L8 0Escalle from Bordeaux 
(2005), at $12 a bottle, is a serious wine 
with lots of cassis, cherry, vanilla and 
even cocoa nuances—rich, ripe and very 
good.
	 Two great things about wine bars—
tasting wines in a pleasant setting 
without buying the whole bottle, and 
the bartender has actually tasted most 
of the wines and can give you reliable 
recommendations. Find a wine you like 
and buy a bottle to go, or have your local 
vintner order one for you.
	 Walking down the stairs into La 
Cave is like walking into a cellar in 
Europe—a metaphorical trip to a place 
where you can taste wines and enjoy 
lively conversation. Cleveland Heights 
is lucky to have this one close by.

Loren Sonkin lives in Cleveland Heights and 
writes for IntoWine.com. He welcomes your 
comments and suggestions at Sonkinesq@
sbcglobal.net.

La Cave du Vin, 
a local treat for 
wine lovers

Kathleen Fairweather

Looking for ocean-fresh sushi and 
a taste of exotic Malaysia? It’s right 
here on Coventry Road in Cleveland 
Heights. Chef/owner Freeman Ngo, 
spent 13 years in New York as a sushi 
chef before opening Pacific East. With 
more than 360 items on the menu, there 
truly is “something for everyone.” 
	 Winner of the 2008 Silver Spoon 
Award, Cleveland Magazine’s 2008 Best 
Japanese Award, and Best of City Search 
2008, Pacific East has been serving 
up fresh, flavorful sushi in Cleveland 
Heights for more than seven years. Sushi 
fans across the U.S. would be wise to add 
this gem of a restaurant to their “things 
to do” in Cleveland list.
	 Pacific East’s sushi and sashimi 
plates, include miso soup, rice and salad, 
and start at $16.95 for the regular dinner 
and go up from there. Each one features 
delectable presentations of ocean-fresh 
slices of fish and shellfish. Ask for the 
Chef ’s Choice (market price) and Chef 
Ngo will custom select a variety pieces 
that may include the freshest melt-
in-your-mouth toro (fatty bluefin tuna 
belly), hamachi (yellowtail), oysters, tai 
(red snapper), uni (sea urchin), and shake 
(salmon)—just to name a few of the 
many items to choose from.  
	 I also tasted the tempura and found 
it to be flavorful and crunchy and not 
too oily or over-battered. Selections 
include, shrimp, chicken and a variety 
of vegetables.
	 Pacific East also boasts a Malaysian 
menu of more than 100 menu items 
including curries, satays, clay pots, and 
noodle and rice specialties flavored with 
exotic combinations of coconut, chili, 
peanut, lime and mango. 
	 I sampled roti chanai ($4.95) a fa-
vorite Malaysian appetizer featuring a 

Chef Ngo takes innovative approach 
to Japanese and Malaysian cuisine

griddle-fried, unleavened ghee pancake 
served with a curry chicken dipping 
sauce. It is now my personal favorite 
as the warm, crisp pancake blends 
nicely with tender chunks of curried 
chicken.
	 The casual dining area and sushi 
bar quickly filled with locals and lucky 
tourists enjoying aromatic meals and 
lively conversation. The friendly wait 
staff was attentive to detail, offering the 
most pleasurable dining experience.
	 Unfortunately, I was stuffed and un-
able to report on other dishes. But now 
I have an excuse to return and try the 
other items on the menu. I recommend 
you do the same.

Kathleen Fairweather is a Hollywood 
refugee, documentary filmmaker, journalist, 
turned Cleveland Heights resident. She has 
never lived in snow, but has seen it on TV. 

PACIFIC EAST
1763 Coventry Road

216 -320 - 2302

M-TH 11 a.m. - 3 p.m., 5 p.m - 10 p.m. 
F  11 a.m. - 3 p.m., 5 p.m - 11 p.m. 
S 12 p.m. - 3 p.m., 5 p.m - 11 p.m. 

Sun 3 p.m. -10 p.m.

Sushi chefs work their magic at Pacific East on Coventry Road.

Chef’s Choice Sashimi Platter is one of the impres-
sive selections on a menu that includes more than 
360 items.
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lA CAVE DU VIN 
2785 Euclid Heights Blvd. SE Lower Level

216 -932-6411
lacaveduvin@gmail.com

Sun. 7 p.m. - 2 a.m. 
Mon.  6 p.m. - 2 a.m. 

Tues. - Sat. 5 p.m. - 2 a.m.
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heights arts

KENSINGTON

PLACE
A P A R T M E N T S

Newly renovated 1BR & 2BR units
Monthly rents from $745
Updated fitness center
Party room with new kitchen
for family events
Covered parking garage 
Close to University Circle, CWRU

      Call or visit for details and special offers: 

(216) 691-1944
www.kensingtonplaceapartments.com
30 Severance Circle, Cleveland Heights

Your Home
in the
Heights.

Information subject to change without notice.

Help the special seniors in your life maintain the lifestyle of their 
dreams. Our Community Adult Care provides quality 
assistance that helps families enjoy more time with one another.

Our Community Adult Care 

Always do right. This will gratify some people 
and astonish the rest.  -Mark Twain

We can help with:

  clean up

HeightsWrites
Meredith Holmes 

There are lots of diseases to worry about 
these days, but this poem describes an  
illness that’s done more damage than 
all the pandemics in human history 
combined. 

Devils’ Plague
by Cavana Faithwalker

When the plague is present

others feel the fever

at arms length they keep you.

There is a stench 

it turns their heads downwind.

They lock their car doors

when you walk by.

Women’s hands and arms grab

with an 

involuntary pinch 

at purses as they huddle 

and hurry their young.

Men pat pockets 

and quicken their steps.  

“Those minds are predisposed

to violent thoughts, you know

steal and rape and kill”

they think.

Eyes follow you

and thrust daggers deep

into your flesh. If you 

are blessed, you are alive

one more day.

From whence comes their contagion

that affects you so deeply

who is to say?

Cavana Faithwalker lives in Cleveland 
Heights and works at the Cleveland Museum 
of Art. He is a poet, the father of a nine-year-
old, and a visual and performance artist. 
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Robert Haas 
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Across 

a.  Heights Observer phone (216)________ 
h. 203 x Scheherazade 
i.  270 x X, where Y - X = 3504  
     and Y - 2X = 811 
j.  Sesqui score 
k. F7 - 2, where F1 = 1, F2 = 1, F3 = 2, F4 = 3,  

F5 = 5, F6 = 8, ... are the Fibonacci numbers,
each being the sum of the two previous ones

m. Demuth, Chanel, or Beethoven number 
o.  Adult 
q.  Declaration of Independence 
s.  Heights Observer ad phone (216) ________ 
 
 

Down 

a. 54 x Y (see i Across) 
b. Perfect vision 
c. James Bond 
d. Tchaikovsky overture 
e. Retirement plan ___(k) 
f. Visionary film 
g. 25 - 2 
l.  Mid-April headache + 20, or Hastings - 6 
n. F9 x 5 (see k Across) 
p. Browns 
q. F7 (see k Across) 
r.  Trombones in the parade + 1 
 

  Cross-number puzzle  by Robert Haas

The Minor Parks development near Cain Park included Hyde Park Avenue. Find out more Cleveland 
Heights history at www.chhistory.org. The Cleveland Heights Historical Society promotes the history of our 
community through public programs, an informative Web site and fact-filled newsletters. Join today! 

Picture This

Kathleen Fairweather

Stepping inside the Cleveland School 
of Dance is like being transported to a 
New York dance studio, complete with 
live music, hard-working young dancers, 
and dedicated teachers.
	 Founding directors Gladisa Guada-
lupe and husband Lawrence Minadeo 
opened the doors in November of 2000, 
and the Cleveland School of Dance is 
now home to more than 150 students 
ranging in age from 4 to 18. 
	 Guadalupe began her dance career 
at age 13 with Ballet de San Juan in 
Puerto Rico. At age 15, she moved with 
her family to New York City to accept a 
scholarship to train with the prestigious 
School of American Ballet. She has 
since toured South America, Europe 
and Asia, and was principal dancer with 
the Cleveland Ballet before retiring 
from the stage to become active in the 
Cleveland community teaching dance.
	 Guadalupe describes what is unique 
about her dance studio: “Cleveland 
School of Dance has a prestigious 
faculty, comprehensive curriculum and 
quality training in dance and its related 
arts. We are the only pre-professional 
dance school in the city annually per-
forming at the Playhouse Square Center, 
the second-largest arts complex in the 
nation.”
	 Guadalupe finds educating the 
community about the need for funding 
the biggest challenge to her business. 
“Cleveland School of Dance is a non-
profit, 501(c)(3) organization that offers 

Cleveland School of Dance 
leaps into the future

scholarships, but the economy has taken 
its toll,” says Guadalupe. “Monetary do-
nations have been in constant decline for 
a few years and that has had an effect on 
the availability of scholarship funds.”  
	 Guadalupe would also like to grow 
the school from three to four studios and 
provide more community classes. She 
realizes that will be a challenge in this 
current economic environment as well. 
	 Despite these challenges, Guadalupe 
wouldn’t be anywhere else. “The best 
thing about Cleveland Heights is the 
multicultural diversity. We have students 
with Indian, African American, Italian, 
Oriental, Hispanic, and Greek origins. 
What a joy to have the opportunity to 
teach a class with a variety of cultures.”

Kathleen Fairweather is a hollywood 
refugee, documentary filmmaker, journalist, 
turned Cleveland Heights resident. She has 
never lived in snow, but has seen it on TV. 
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Kimberly Clark, 16, has been a student at Cleve-
land School of Dance for three years. She travels to 
the school daily from her home in Avon Lake. 

La
w

re
n

c
e 

M
in

a
d

eo

Find the solution at www.heightsobserver.org
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heights arts

David Budin

Forty years ago this summer, I was a 
young singer-songwriter living in New 
York City and recording for a then-small 
(now-big) label, Sire Records. I had a 
ticket for the Woodstock Festival, but 
at the last minute I decided not to go 
(that’s another story) and gave my ticket 
to a friend. 
	 I spent that weekend listening  
to radio news reports of what was hap-
pening at the festival and wandering 
around a nearly deserted Greenwich 
Village, seemingly the only one my  

“Micro-Festival” at Cain Park 
celebrates spirit of Woodstock

age still in town.
	 On Aug. 14, which is technically the 
40th anniversary of the beginning of 
Woodstock (it’s not the same date, but 
it’s the same Friday in August), I’ll be 
performing in a “micro-festival” on the 
stage of Cain Park’s Evans Amphithe-
ater, that will, in some ways, celebrate 
the spirit of Woodstock.
	 “Soul and Heart: A Two-Hour Fes-
tival of Folk, Blues & Pop-Gospel” will 
feature four musical artists performing 
individually and in various combina-
tions with each other. Long Road, a 
‘60s-style folk group; pop-influenced  

Kaitlin Bushinski 

Cedar Fairmount festival goers can learn  
how the richest man in the world at the 
turn of the 19th century, John D. Rock-
efeller, and his family made their mark 
on Cleveland Heights. 
	 Local historian, activist and author 
Sharon Gregor will give a lecture about 
the Rockefeller’s legacy at the festival 
based on the research for her first book, 
Forest Hill: The Rockefeller Estate.
	 What is now Forest Hills Park was 
once a sprawling, 300-acre estate with 
its own golf course and a 40-room Vic-
torian mansion, a summer home to the 
Rockefellers during the first quarter of 
the 20th century. 
	 Gregor hopes to “reintroduce the 
Rockefeller legacy in the Greater Cleve-
land area,” because, she said, “no one 
has written about this legacy in over 30 
years.” 
	 For her presentation, Gregor will 
discuss little known stories about John 
D. Rockefeller, including a surprise 
visit that made headline news in the 
local papers. Gregor will also show 
previously unpublished photos of the 
Rockefellers that she uncovered during 
her research.
	 “You can touch a story, even though 
we’re sitting here 70 years later,” Gregor 
told the Heights Observer during her 
interview at the Heights Rockefeller 
Building on Lee and Mayfield roads. 
John D. Rockefeller, Jr. built the center 

as part of a model community develop-
ment, along with 81 homes.
	 Gregor, a Cleveland Heights resi-
dent, coordinated the effort to put the 
81 Rockefeller homes on the National 
Register of Historic Places and she was 
one of the founders of the Forest Hills 
Historic Preservation Society. She has 
also just completed her second book, 
Rockefeller’s Cleveland.
	 Gregor’s lecture will be held at the 
Alcazar from 2 to 3 p.m. Aug. 9. For 
more information please call 216-791-
3172 or visit www.cedarfairmount.org.

Kaitlin Bushinski is a recent graduate of 
Oberlin College and a summer intern at the 
Heights Observer.

Historian to lecture on the Rockefeller’s 
local legacy at Cedar Fairmount Festival

gospel group the Prayer Warriors;  
contemporary blues singer and guitarist 
Kristine Jackson; and singer-songwriter 
Noah Budin will perform a wide vari-
ety of songs—many from the ‘60s—
seamlessly blending from one artist to 
another.
	 It is a unique event that promises 
to be entertaining and at times moving. 
For tickets ($20), call Cain Park at 216-
371-3000, or visit www.cainpark.com for 
more information.

David Budin is a freelance writer living in 
Cleveland Heights. 

Knitscape
Peggy Spaeth

What is tall, striped and fuzzy and keeps 
time? A knitscaped parking meter. 
	 Heights Arts, in partnership with 
businesses and nimble-fingered help-
ers throughout the area, is presenting 
Knitscape, a temporary community 
public art project under the creative 
oversight of artist Carol Hummel, in 
residence at Heights Arts Gallery in 
August 2009.
	 Knitscape will create a visual line 
of color and pattern in the Cedar Lee 
and Larchmere business districts, with 
parking meter poles and selected trees 
being covered by colorful knitted and 
crocheted cozies. 
	 The purpose of the project is four-
fold: 
• �to demonstrate on a temporary 

basis how art can visually unify the 
streetscape

• �to create a community around an art 
project

• �to enliven daily life with unexpected 
art

• to support local businesses

	 For a one-time $5 registration fee 
to help defray materials costs, attend  
a Knitscape gathering and be part  
of  creat ing  a  publ ic  a r t  pro j -
ect. No experience is necessary! 
Meet the artist and get to work.  
	 Lessons, patterns, refreshments 
and friendship will be at the following 
Knitscape gatherings:

Saturday, August 1, noon-3 p.m.
Registration begins at Heights Arts Gallery
2173 Lee Road, 1 p.m. artist talk, 216.371.3457
Sunday, August 2, 2-4 p.m.
FinePoints, 12620 Larchmere Blvd., 216.229.6644
Wednesday, August 5, 1-3 p.m.
Loganberry Books, 13015 Larchmere Blvd.
216.795.9800
Friday, August 14, 6-8 p.m.
Boommodern, 2218 Lee Road, 216.320.1784
Wednesday, August 19, 1-3 p.m.
Wool & Willow Needlepoint, 13002 Larchmere Blvd.
216.791.7952
Thursday, August 20, 6-8 p.m.
Abrash, 2150 Lee Road, 216.320.9300
Saturday, August 29, noon-3 p.m. 
Knitscape Finale Party! 1 p.m. Knitscape Slideshow
Heights Arts Gallery, 2173 Lee Road, 216.371.3457

For additional events and a list of gen-
erous business sponsors, please visit 
www.heightsarts.org/publicart/#knitscape.  
Support your local businesses—they 
support the arts!

Peggy Spaeth is the executive director of 
HeightsArts.

Kristine Jackson

Carol Hummel works on a protoype in front of 
Heights Arts Gallery.

Local historian Sharon Gregor will lecture about 
the Rockefellers’ legacy in Cleveland. 
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home & Garden

 

SORRY TO SEE 
 SUMMER END? 

 
BRING US YOUR  

VACATION MEMORIES 
 AND YOU’LL ENJOY 

 THEM FOREVER 
 

Certified Picture Framer on staff 
WOODTRADERFRAMING.COM 

NEWHOURS
STARTING IN
SEPTEMBER

FINE FRAMING 

Douglas Freer

Gardeners and farmers alike know that 
regularly adding organic matter builds 
healthy soil allowing plants to flourish. 
In the natural environment, plants die 
and decompose, returning nutrients and 
organic material to the soil. We interrupt 
this natural cycle in our urban landscapes 
because in most cases it’s necessary to 
clean our yards of landscape debris, piling 
leaves, sticks and grass clippings on the 
tree lawn for the city to haul away to a 
nearby compost facility.   
	 A few gardeners compost yard 
and kitchen waste, but rarely generate 
enough compost to impact more than 
a small garden area.  In most cases the 
bulk of our yard waste is composted at 
some facility and is returned only when 
we buy composted products and spread 
them in our landscapes. However,  
homeowners often do not return enough 
compost to replace the material that has 
been removed or that is necessary to 
sustain healthy soil.    
	 The lack of organic material is easy 
to spot. Try sticking a pencil or pen into 
the lawn and see how far it penetrates. 
Be careful you don’t break your pencil 
pushing too hard. For comparison, try a 
maintained flower or vegetable garden. 
Ah, yes, quite a bit easier. 
	 Despite our best hopes and inten-
tions, it would appear that our lawns 
have become the second-class citizens 
of our yards. As the pencil test demon-
strates, the soil in our lawns has very 
little organic material, primarily because 
it’s rarely, if ever, replaced, as opposed 
to your gardens and beds, which have 

Heights-area lawns crave organics

Allison Urbanek

In the current economic climate, many 
homeowners are choosing to fix up 
their homes, rather than considering a 
move. Home Repair Resource Center, 
a nonprofit organization right here in 
Cleveland Heights, offers a variety of 
loan and grant programs to help make 
home repairs more affordable and less 
of a worry, as these two recent examples 
demonstrate:
	 Last winter was very tough on 
roofs and gutters, with the heavy snow 
and ice buildup. This spring, a young 

HRRC offers financial assistance for home repairs

much better soil. 
	 Soil consists of three basic minerals 
(sand, silt and clay), organic matter, air 
and water.  In the Heights area, of the 
three mineral components, clay is found 
in the largest concentration. Clay is 
also the smallest of the three minerals, 
comparatively, leaving little room for 
air. And when compacted, the soil has 
less air space, making root development 
even more challenging. A healthier lawn 
begins with building better soil. 
	 Top dressing with bulk organic 
materials like compost, leaf humus or 
SweetPeet will improve the composi-
tion of the soil, making the existing 
clay more hospitable to growing grass, 
just as it does for your garden beds. For 
existing lawns, the challenge has been 
that making a meaningful difference 
requires adding a large amount of or-
ganic material. To spread approximately 
one-fourth-inch of compost requires 
about one cubic yard for every 1,000 
square feet of area. This is enough to 
help the lawn without smothering it.  
Applying half again as much or double 
will not hurt the lawn, but it will become 
a little more noticeable. Larger volumes 
can be applied more frequently, but in 
smaller amounts to avoid smothering 
the lawn.
	 When starting over with a new lawn 
add one-fourth-inch to three-fourths-
inch of compost per 1,000 square feet 
and incorporate it into the existing 
soil with a rototiller. Spreading a large 
volume of material by hand is labor 
intensive. Professional lawn care compa-
nies may have specialized equipment to 
reduce the labor and, therefore, the cost 

R
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K

BLOCK
SATURDAY, AUGUST 22

1-3 P.M.
(on Lee Road between Cedar and the 
Heights Library)

Sponsored 
by the  
Cedar Lee 
SID in 
partner-
ship with 
the Heights 
Library

THE

for top-dressing your lawn. Depending 
on the type of compost material that is 
being used, spreading by hand requires 
placing small piles throughout the yard 
and then raking it out, so the material is 
very thin, then using a power backpack 
blower to further disperse and scatter 
the compost, which prevents smother-
ing. A consistent and thin application 
is more difficult with this hand method 
particularly when the compost is dense 
or wet.    
	 Applying the compost at any time 
of year is fine, but prior to or during the 
fall or spring growing season is prefer-
able. Scheduling your spring and/or fall 

lawn aeration at the same time as the 
top-dressing helps to further incorpo-
rate the compost into the lawn, improv-
ing the effectiveness of your efforts. 
Beyond basic fertilizing (traditional 
or organic), the next-best thing you 
can do for your lawn is to add organic 
material to improve the soil. You will be 
rewarded with a greener, healthier and 
lower-maintenance lawn.   

Douglas Freer is a Cleveland Heights native 
and is the owner of Lawn Lad, Inc. Lawn 
Lad provides residential landscape services 
in the Heights area. Call 216-371-1935 or visit 
www.lawnlad.com

woman with two small children met 
with one of our counselors to obtain a 
loan to fix her roof. She was very wor-
ried about taking on an additional loan  
payment because she was already on a 
tight budget. She was pleased to find 
that she could qualify for several grant  
programs that reduced herloan payment by 
half.  Furthemore, she was able to fix her roof  
and still have an affordable monthly 
payment.
	 An older gentleman came into center 
recently with a list of violations from the 
city inspector. He had been at his job for 
over 25 years and earned a good income, 

but because of some credit debt he was 
unable to get a loan through the bank. 
He wanted to fix his violations and was 
delighted to learn that the center offers a 
special loan program called the Challenge 
Fund, for people with credit issues. Not 
only was he able to get financing to fix 
his violations, he also received free credit 
counseling to help him get back on track 
with his budget!
	 All of the center’s services are of-
fered at no cost so make it your first stop 
when exploring financing options. For 
more information call 216-381-6100 or 
visit www.hrrc-ch.org.

Compared to spreading by hand, specialized top-dressing equipment allows for large volumes of organic 
material to be applied consistently and cost effectively.
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Allison Urbanek works for the Home Repair 
Resource Center.
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Cleveland 
Heights 
Church      
Join us for FREE kid’s activities during 
           the Cedar Fairmount Festival 

(Inside the India Community Center) 

“Where God can change your life”  

August 9, noon-4 
mega bubbles~face painting~games~balloon clown~crafts 

www.clevelandheightschurch.com Carrie Claspy and her daughters, Anna and Maggie, work to replant the hostas purchased from the  
FutureHeights auction and donated to the Big Dig at Noble Elementary School. Mark your calendar for 
the 2009 FutureHeights online auction, Oct. 16 through Nov. 15.

Tom Woodworth

When Ray Gonzalez started the non-
profit Planned Lifetime Assistance of 
Northeast Ohio in 1989, the conven-
tional service model was for individuals 
needing mental health care to visit a 
mental health care clinic. PLAN was 
founded as a grassroots organization, 
developed by families and staff who 
wanted something different.
	 “PLAN’s holistic home-based ap-
proach,” Gonzalez says, “provides the 
tools necessary to allow hundreds of 
our members [PLAN’s term for clients] 
living with mental challenges, such as 
schizophrenia, bipolar disorder and de-
pression, to achieve enduring emotional 
and cognitive recovery.”
	 Gonzalez says that during his 39 

Mental health innovator celebrates 20 year anniversary
years of working with people with dis-
abilities, he became convinced that 
doing therapy with members in their 
homes enabled him to see them in their 
natural environment, understand their 
daily lifestyle and provide more focused 
services. PLAN’s service model places 
high value on the family and includes 
them whenever possible in the recovery 
planning. “The family knows the mem-
ber best,” he said. 
	 In addition to individual psycho-
therapy and casework services staffed by 
Licensed Independent Social Workers, 
PLAN offers a menu of 60 to 70 hours 
per month of social and recreational 
activities, operates a National Alliance 
for Mental Illness award-winning pro-
gram for members to perform volunteer 
work for other nonprofits, sponsors 

a one-of-a-kind anti-stigma public 
eduation program, and operates a state-
of-the-art psychiatric rehabilitation 
program called Cognitive Enhancement 
Therapy.
	 In the early years, PLAN was a 
home-based business operating out of 
Gonzalez’s third floor. He started serv-
ing four families and ended the first year 
with 24 families. Today PLAN serves 134  
families from its ultramodern facility. As 
a long-time Cleveland Heights resident, 
Gonzalez is proud to claim that the 
first 20 years of PLAN's existence and 
growth was based in his community. 	
	 Gonzalez is married to Pam Ber-
taud, an art therapist, and has two sons, 
Lucas and Noah.
	 On Sept. 12, PLAN will mark its 
20th anniversary with a gala, “Cel-
ebrating the Art of Recovery,” at the 
Maltz Museum of Jewish Heritage. 
Milton and Tamar Maltz will host the 
event. For more information, go to  

Noon - 4 p.m. Continuous show-
ing of HGTV’s show “Dream Drives,”  
focusing on the grand homes on 
Fairmount Boulevard in Cleveland Heights

1 - 4 p.m. TASTING, courtesy of Chef Ben Cyr,  
Green Planet Catering

2 - 3 p.m. LECTURE, “Forest Hill, The Rockefeller  
Estate,” with author Sharon Gregor

3 - 4 p.m. TOURS of THE ALCAZAR, including the 
Courtyard Garden, the Grand Ballroom, B&B rooms, 
Corporate Suites and Senior Living apartments.

Wouldn’t you like to see what’s inside?
Sunday, August 9th

2450 Derbyshire Road, Cleveland Heights, OH 44106 
216.321.5400  thealcazar.com

Spreading the love

Alvah Chisholm studied art in France and now uses 
art therapy at Planned Lifetime Assistance of North-
east Ohio in his recovery for mental illness.

SUNDAY, AUGUST 9TH
NOON - 4PM

Clowns, Musicians, Euclid Beach Rocket Car, Bouncer, 
Arts & Crafts, Cool Pet Contest & Pony Rides

ELITE SPONSORS:
Cedar Fairmount Special Improvement District, Chase Bank, Dave’s Supermarkets,

Fifth Third Bank, Friends of Cedar Fairmount

For information call 216.791.3172 or visit www.cedarfairmount.org

PLATINUM SPONSORS:
James R. Bashaw, DDS, Richard Block, Budding Artists, Ltd., 

Cedarmount Condominium Association, Cleveland Heights Church, Gwynby Antiques,
Anna J. Janicki, M.D., Nighttown, New Vista Enterprises, Michael Occhionero

Petitti Landscaping, Tawny Ratner, Zoss: The Swiss Bakery

GOLD SPONSORS:
Berke Dental Center, Cedar Hill Salon, 

Cedarwood Plaza Skilled Nursing & Rehabilitation, HeARTworks, Lewis A. Zipkin, 
Rich Management, Sal and Lisa Russo, The Fairmount, Integrity Realty Group

SILVER SPONSORS:
Cedar Fairmount Realty, Cedar Road Subway, The Grapevine,

Ringenbach Financial Partners,LLC, Stan Harris State Farm Agency, Sun Daez Tanning

BRONZE SPONSORS:
Richard Cicerchi, Jack Valancy Consulting, Green Planet Catering, Reflection Interior Design,

Debra L. Dunkle, PhD, LISW and Associates, Fairmount Hill Homeowners Association, Inc., 
Green Tara Yoga & Healing Arts, Sandra Martin, Church of the Redeemer

www.planneohio.org or call 216-321-3611.

Tom Woodworth is a retired advertising 
and public relations professional and cur-
rently volunteers as a business counselor 
with SCORE.
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ELECT 
Anita 

KAZARIAN 
COUNCIL 
NOVEMBER 3 

 

University Heights 
 

Strong Mayor, Strong Housing 

A Life Insurance policy is 
like a parachute: 

If you don't have one when 
you need one, it's too 

late to get one. 
 

42% of people die  
without Life Insurance. 

  
 $100,000 LIFE POLICY  

FOR $10.00 MONTH 
 

Washington & Co Insurance Agency Inc. 
2565 Noble Road  (216) 691-9227 

Always Buying
Paying Cash 

7 Days 8 a.m.– 10 p.m. 

440-461-4611 
FREE House Calls for SENIORS   

Buying anything unusual 

Always Buying    Paying Cash 
MICHAEL’s ANTIQUES 

Gold 
Jewelry 
Glassware 
Paintings 
Pottery 
Military Items 
Sterling Silver 
Bronze Figures 

Clocks 
Swords 
Lamps 
Violins 
Porcelain 
Ivory Carvings 
Oriental Rugs 
Marble Figures 

BrAlways Buying
Paying Cash 

Cozy at Home Pet Sitting 
Bonded and Insured 

 

Owned by a Registered  
Veterinary Technician 

 

Member, Pet Sitters International 
New Client Discounts Available! 

 

(216) 382-5468 
 

www.cozyathomepets.com 

Ardmore Tree Service 
Complete Tree Service 

Year-round  
 

We Sell and Plant 
Trees & Shrubs 

(216) 486-5551 
 

• Pruning • Tree and Stump Removal • Feeding 
 • Firewood • Brush Chipping • Snowplowing 

 

Member National Arborist Association 
 

Free Estimates Fully Insured 

Always Buying
Paying Cash 

216-291-2523        
or 

216-322-9180 (cell) 

Ted Stone Professional Painting Co. 

WATER DAMAGE SPECIALIST 

Painting, Interior & Exterior  
Deck Refinishing, Power Washing 
Water Damage Repair, Plastering 
Minor Household Repairs 
Wallpaper, Small Drywall Jobs 

If it’s a task you don’t want to tackle or a sight you 
don’t want to see, give us a call! 

SAVE $$ 
NOW! 

SEITZ 
-AGIN 

HARDWARE 

Service, Quality,  
Community 

 

(216) 321-4630 
2271 LEE ROAD 

 

SEITZ-AGIN.COM 

 
Tim Weeks 

Of 

WEEKS AUTOMOTIVE 
1503 Warrensville Center Road 

(216) 691-3950 

OIL, LUBE & 
FILTER SPECIAL 

only $23.95 
• Up to 5 qts. oil • Oil Filter  

• Top off fluids • Chassis Lube 
• FREE 12 pt. Safety Inspection 

Excludes hybrid cars. With coupon. Exp. 9/30/09 

Grab your specs, contacts  
or reading glasses!!! 

 

This is a reminder that our  
 

Cleveland Heights High  
Class of June 1964  

is partying for our 45th reunion on  
October 17, 2009  

at Hawthorne Valley Country Club   
 

Invitations will mail in August  
 

Learn more at: 
www.clevelandheights64.com 

Christine McBurney

On a humid Tuesday afternoon in July, 
Doug Freer, owner of Lawn Lad, and 
his crew are mowing a client’s lawn, 
fertilizing, and cleaning up some of 
the landscaping. It’s a typical day on 
the job except this University Heights 
client won’t be paying for her lawn care 
services.
	 Freer and his company are enrolled 
in a program called “Green Care,” an 
initiative of Project Evergreen, a non-
profit organization whose mission is 
“to preserve and enhance green space 
in our communities for today and future 
generations.” 
	 Green Care goes beyond creating 
tidy lawns. It connects  families of ser-
vicemen and women with lawn contrac-
tors, like Freer, who agree to provide 
free lawn care while their spouses are 
deployed. 
	 Project Evergreen also seeks do-
nations to support this service to the 
community.
	 Even in this economy, Freer feels 
he is doing the right thing. “We’re in 
business to be in business; to make a 
profit. But giving back to the commu-
nity that supports us feels good. Some 
of my crew live in the Heights and they 
feel good about helping their neighbors. 
And I feel strongly about supporting our 
troops.”
	 Today’s client, who requested that 
her identify remain anonymous, is 
married to a National Guardsman on 
his second tour of duty in Iraq. Freer 
believes donating his company’s ser-
vices is the least he can do. “We put 
her husband’s mind at ease; he knows 
that a burden has been lifted from her 
shoulders while he’s gone so he can do 
his job more effectively. It’s a minor way 
to give back for his service.”
	 Although the Cleveland Heights-
University Heights area does not, ac-
cording to Freer, have a large military 
population, any support can reach 
families outside of our area. If you are 

Lawn Lad joins Project Green Care to 
provide free service to military families

Dawn Rucker

Heights Community Congress con-
tinues its dialogue series with two 
upcoming programs focusing on “Re-
engaging the American Dream.” These  
community discussions are part of 
HCC’s broader series “Perception  
vs. Reality: How do we talk about 
race, class and in diversity in our  
community?”
	 “Reengaging the American Dream” 
examines our country’s vision for itself 
and the different ways in which that 
vision is defined in the nation’s past, 
present and future. 
	 The programs, hosted by the 
Cuyahoga County Public Library, will 
be held on Thursday, Aug. 20 at the 
Parma Heights Branch and on Thursday, 
Aug. 27 at the Brook Park Branch. Both 
programs begin at 6:30 p.m.
	 “Reengaging the American Dream” 
developed in response to an HCC forum 
held at the Cleveland Museum of Natu-
ral History in January 2009. The forum 
focused on differing perspectives of the 
“American Dream,” and the intersec-
tion of race, class, ethnicity and other 
diversity issues.
	 For more information about the 
Heights Community Congress and its 
upcoming programs, call 216-321-6775, 
or visit www.heightscongress.org.

Dawn Rucker is the diversity program coor-
dinator for Heights Community Congress, a 
Cleveland Heights resident, mom, dog owner 
and avid reader.

HCC aims for broader 
audience in conversations 
on race and society
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DOGTOPIATM

Doggy
Daycare &
Overnight
Boarding in
Cleveland Hts.
291-0605

www.dogtopia.net
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THE ACT II SHOP 
....where everything has an encore 

A resale shop  
within St. Paul's Episcopal Church 

Men's, Women's and Teen’s  
clothing and accessories 

housewares, gifts, art and collectibles 
 

EVERYTHING 50% OFF 
JULY 30 - AUGUST 29 

 

2747 Fairmount Blvd, Cleveland Heights 
216.932.5815 (use back entrance) 
Open Thurs. & Fri. 10-3, Sat. 10-1 

interested in becoming involved with 
Green Care you can contact Doug Freer 
at www.lawnlad.com/  or visit www.pro-
jectevergreen.com/gcft/. 

Christine McBurney is the theatre arts 
department chair at Shaker Heights High 
School, a performer, writer, and proud 
Heights High soccer mom.

A Lawn Lad crew member mows a lawn for free as part of Project Green Care.
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Vote ‘Your Best’ of  the Heights!*
Complete this ballot or go online at www.futureheights.org

to be part of the Cleveland Hts. & University Hts. fun!
Deadline for ballot submission is August 24, 2OO9

___________________________________________
BEST NEW BUSINESS

___________________________________________
BEST HANGOUT

___________________________________________
BEST OUTDOOR DINING

___________________________________________
BEST SALON/BARBER/SPA

___________________________________________
BEST ART SCENE

___________________________________________
MOST UNUSUAL BUSINESS

___________________________________________
BEST AUTO SERVICE

___________________________________________
FRIENDLIEST STAFF

___________________________________________
BEST HOME & GARDEN BUSINESS

___________________________________________
BEST CASUAL MEAL

Q’S
CALL 32O.1423

PLEASE JOIN US
 Monday, September 14, 2OO9

for the Best of the Heights 
Awards Ceremony at

Nighttown!

To win a FutureHeights gift package,
contact information must be

completed in full!

___________________________________
YOUR NAME

___________________________________
ADDRESS

___________________________________
EMAIL

__________________________________________
PHONE

___________________________________________
BEST COMMUNITY SPIRIT

___________________________________________
BEST GREEN BUSINESS

___________________________________________
BEST SPECIALTY SHOP

___________________________________________
BEST LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

___________________________________________
BEST BAKED GOODS

___________________________________________
BEST ETHNIC EATS

___________________________________________
BEST PET BUSINESS

___________________________________________
BEST HOME BASED BUSINESS

___________________________________________
BEST DRY CLEANER

___________________________________________

* BALLOT INCLUDES CLEVELAND HEIGHTS & UNIVERSITY HEIGHTS MERCHANTS - ONE BALLOT PER PERSON! 
Please mail ballot to: FutureHeights, 2163 Lee Road #1O3, Cleveland Heights, Ohio 44118

BEST PLACE TO TAKE YOUR KIDS

BUY 
IT IN
THE 

HEIGHTS

We call it Wellness because  
“working out” doesn’t sound like fun.

Let Judson help you meet your 2009 fitness goals! Join our Wellness Center. A monthly membership includes 
water and land classes, access to strength training equipment, a massage therapist and more. Get helpful tips from 
our friendly, professionally trained fitness instructors. Call (216) 791-2393 or visit judsonsmartliving.org.

Judson at University Circle | Smart Living at Home | South Franklin Circle


