TAKE THE NEXT STEP

Colossians 2:12 (NLT) — For you were buried with Christ when you were baptized. And with
him you were raised to new life because you trusted the mighty power of God, who raised
Christ from the dead.
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Ephesians 3:19-20 (LB) — “I pray that you will begin to understand how incredibly great his
power is to help those who believe him. It is that same mighty power that raised Christ from
the dead…”

TAKE THE NEXT STEP
1. Follow __________________________________________________________

WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO BELIEVE?
John 11:25–44 — 25 Jesus said to [Martha], “I AM the resurrection and the life. The one
who believes in me will live, even though they die; 26 and whoever lives by believing in me
will never die. Do you believe this?” 27 “Yes, Lord,” she replied, “I believe that you are the
Messiah, the Son of God, who is to come into the world.”
After she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary aside. “The Teacher is
here,” she said, “and is asking for you.” 29 When Mary heard this, she got up quickly and
went to him.

Mark 1:9 — Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan.

1 Corinthians 11:1 — Follow my example, as I follow the example of Christ.

28

				q

A ________________________ with Jesus

32
When Mary reached the place where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his feet and
said, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.” 33 When Jesus saw her
weeping, and the Jews who had come along with her also weeping, he was deeply moved
in spirit and troubled. 34 “Where have you laid him?” he asked. “Come and see, Lord,” they
replied. 35 Jesus wept. 36 Then the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” 37 But some of them
said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?”
38
Jesus, once more deeply moved, came to the tomb. It was a cave with a stone laid across
the entrance. 39 “Take away the stone,” he said. “But, Lord,” said Martha, the sister of the
dead man, “by this time there is a bad odor, for he has been there four days.”
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A ________________________ of “the problem.”

Then Jesus said, “Did I not tell you that if you believe, you will see the glory of God?” 41 So
they took away the stone. Then Jesus looked up and said, “Father, I thank you that you have
heard me. 42 I knew that you always hear me, but I said this for the benefit of the people
standing here, that they may believe that you sent me.” 43 When he had said this, Jesus
called in a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 44 The dead man came out, his hands and feet
wrapped with strips of linen, and a cloth around his face. Jesus said to them, “Take off the
grave clothes and let him go.”
40
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1 John 2:4 (LB) — Someone may say, “I am a Christian; I am on my way to heaven; I belong
to Christ.” But if he doesn’t do what Christ tells him to, he is a liar.

A ________________________ of life.

PERSONALLY IDENTIFY WITH JESUS
1 Corinthians 15:3–4 (NLT) — Christ died for our sins...He was buried, and he was raised
from the dead.

2. Show __________________________________________________________
1 Peter 3:21 (LB) — …In baptism we show that we have been saved from death and doom by
the resurrection of Christ; not because our bodies are washed clean by the water but because
in being baptized we are turning to God and asking him to cleanse our hearts from sin.

3. Declare __________________________________________________________
Matthew 10:32 — “Whoever acknowledges me before others, I will also acknowledge
before my Father in heaven. But whoever disowns me before others, I will disown before my
Father in heaven.

Acts 2:41 — Those who believed Peter’s message were baptized and added to the church
that very day—about 3,000 in all.
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