Faithful in Hard Times
1 Peter 1-2

STORY POINT: PETER ENCOURAGED BELIEVERS WHO FACED

* What does this story teach me about God
PERSECUTION.

or the gospel?
* What does thi h b 1f?
at Goes This stofy teach me about myse In the early church, Jesus’ followers faced persecution. People mistreated the

* Are there any commands in this story to obey? . g ;
y Y 4 believers because of their faith, and many believers were forced

) >
How are they for God’s glory and my good? to leave their homes and go to different cities.

* Are there any promises in this story to remember? How Peter, one of Jesus’ disciples, wrote a letter to
b b

do they help me trust and love God? encourage them. He wanted to help these

* How does this story help me to live on mission better? believers be faithful in hard times.

Peter said, “Praise God! He is merciful
and has given us new life. We have hope
because of Jesus, whom God raised
from the dead.” Peter reminded
believers that because we are
children of God, we have blessings
in heaven that cannot be taken
away or destroyed. When hard
times happen, God is honored as
we trust Him by faith.

Peter also wrote, “Hope in
Jesus and be holy.” Peter reminded
the believers that before they
trusted in Jesus, they lived however
they wanted. Jesus gave His life to
save them so they could have a better
life—true life through His Word.

Peter said, “This world is not your
home. Do not live like people around you
who do wrong things. Instead, do what is
good. Others will see your good works and give
glory to God.”

Jesus gave us an example to follow. He suffered for us,

dying for our sins so that we could live for what is right.
FAMILY DISCUSSION STARTERS

° i ith?
Have you ever been mistreated because of your faith? Christ Connection: The Bible says Christians will suffer for following Jesus. Peter

* How do you think hard times can bring us closer to God? encouraged believers who faced persecution for their faith. Through suffering, God can

* Describe a time you were encouraged by someone else. make us more like His Son. Jesus gives us hope and true life so we can live joyfully for
Him, even in hard times.



Major Life Events

Matthew 14:28-31:

Mark 9:2-3:

Luke 22:54-62:

Acts 2:14,38:

Acts 3:6-8:
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Profile of Peter

Find the references in the Bible. Fill
in the facts about Peter.

Also known as (John 1:42):
Family (John 1:40):

Work History (Matthew 4:18):
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Circle Around

Fill in the words missing from the story point. Then find and
circle all the story point words in the word search.

encouraged

who faced for

following




Hidden in Plain Sight

INSTRUCTIONS: Use the key to help you find and circle the objects hidden in the picture.

Younger Kids Activity Pages

Unit 28 - Session 3
Faithful in Hard Times

BIBLE STORY SUMMARY:

e DPeter wrote a letter to followers of
Jesus during hard times.

¢ Peter reminded them that God had
given them spiritual blessings that
could not be lost or destroyed.

* DPeter encouraged believers who
faced persecution.

¢ Jesus died for us so we can live for
His glory.

KEY PASSAGE: 2 Peter 1:3

BIG PICTURE QUESTION:

* How does the Holy Spirit help
Christians? The Holy Spirit
comforts us, shows us our sin, and

guides us as we live for God’s glory.

FAMILY DISCUSSION STARTERS:

* What is the hardest situation you
have ever faced?

* How has God helped you in hard
or sad circumstances?

* Who could we encourage with the
truth of Jesus’ love?

FAMILY ACTIVITY:

* Help your kids write encouraging
letters to people you know who are
facing difficult or sad situations.
Suggest that your kids add Bible

verses and pictures to the letters.

DOWNLOAD the
LIFEWAY KIDS APP
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STORY POINT: PETER ENCOURAGED BELIEVERS



Do Good Things

INSTRUCTIONS: Circle the people in the picture doing what is good.
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Preschool Activity Pages

Unit 28 - Session 3
Faithful in Hard Times

BIBLE STORY SUMMARY:

* Some people were mean or unfair
to Jesus’ followers.

* Peter encouraged believers going
through hard times.

* Believers can have joy and hope for
the future because of Jesus.

KEY PASSAGE: 2 Peter 1:3

BIG PICTURE QUESTION:

* How does the Holy Spirit help
Christians? The Holy Spirit
comforts us, shows us our sin, and
guides us as we live for God’s glory.

FAMILY DISCUSSION STARTERS:

* Name a time that following Jesus
was hard for you.

e How is life with Jesus better than
life without Jesus?

* How can going through hard times
make us more like Jesus?

FAMILY ACTIVITY:

' * Choose a kid-friendly biography of

a Christian who went through hard
times to read together as a family.

* Invite each family member to draw
a picture of what he or she thinks
life will look like in the new heaven

and earth.

LifcWay
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DOWNLOAD the
LIFEWAY KIDS APP
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STORY POINT: PETER ENCOURAGED BELIEVERS GOING Faithful in Hard Times
THROUGH HARD TIMES. 1 Peter 1-2
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