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Soyoung Lee Named Chief Curator at the Harvard Art
Museums
Veteran Metropolitan Museum of Art Curator to Join Harvard Staff in September
Cambridge, MA
June 14, 2018
The Harvard Art Museums are pleased to announce the appointment of Soyoung Lee as the
institution’s new Chief Curator, effective September 24, 2018.
Lee comes to the Harvard Art Museums from the Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York, where over
the course of a distinguished 15-year career she has served as curator, associate curator, and
assistant curator in the Department of Asian Art. Lee joined the Met in 2003 as its first curator for
Korean art and has organized a number of critically acclaimed international loan exhibitions, including
Poetry in Clay: Korean Buncheong Ceramics from the Leeum, Samsung Museum of Art (April 7–August
14, 2011); Silla: Korea’s Golden Kingdom (November 4, 2013–February 23, 2014); and most recently,
Diamond Mountains: Travel and Nostalgia in Korean Art (February 7–May 20, 2018), each with an
accompanying publication.
She is currently collaborating with colleagues at the Metropolitan Museum on two major crossdepartmental projects: Jewelry: The Body Transformed, a special exhibition opening in Fall 2018, and
an exhibition celebrating the 150th anniversary of the Met in Spring 2020.
In 2016–17, Lee served as chair of the Metropolitan Museum’s Forum of Curators, Conservators, and
Scientists—the Met’s academic body, comprised of more than 200 members—and as the forum’s
delegate to the Board of Trustees in 2017–18. She serves on the museum’s Diversity and Inclusion
Task Force and the Ad Hoc Advisory Committee to the President. She is also a trustee-at-large for the
Association of Art Museum Curators and one of twelve fellows in the Center for Curatorial Leadership’s
2018 cohort.
She has received numerous other fellowships and grants, including the Met’s Theodore Rousseau
Memorial Travel Grant (Summer 2006 and March 2010) and the Jane and Morgan Whitney Art History
Fellowship (2001–02), as well as the Columbia University President’s Fellowship (2000–01).
Lee received her B.A., M.A., and Ph.D. in art history from Columbia University. Her dissertation
examined the influence of 15th- and 16th-century Korean ceramics on key ceramic industries in

Kyushu, Japan, and the subsequent Japanese reinterpretations. Her research interests encompass
cross-cultural exchanges in East Asian art and culture. Born in Jakarta, Indonesia, Lee has lived in
Stockholm, London, Los Angeles, Seoul, and Tokyo in addition to her current home in New York.
At the Harvard Art Museums, Lee will be a key member of the senior leadership team; she will oversee
the museums’ three curatorial divisions (Division of Asian and Mediterranean Art, Division of European
and American Art, and Division of Modern and Contemporary Art), an active exhibition program, and
the stewardship and development of Harvard’s world-class collections, among the largest in the United
States. Working closely with the Department of Academic and Public Programs and the Straus Center
for Conservation and Technical Studies, Lee will build on the Harvard Art Museums’s legacy as a
premier training and teaching institution, facilitating curatorial collaborations with Harvard faculty and
students across disciplines and fostering the internship and postgraduate fellowship programs. Lee will
also play a critical role in the museums’ efforts to partner with campus organizations in highlighting
contemporary art and current issues through exhibitions, programs, and other projects with living
artists.
“We are welcoming Soyoung to our staff at an exciting time, as we further establish our dual role as a
premier teaching institution and one of the major public art museums in the dynamic Boston cultural
landscape,” said Martha Tedeschi, the Elizabeth and John Moors Cabot Director of the Harvard Art
Museums. “We are thrilled to have such a well-respected and gifted art historian join our curatorial
team. Her experience as both a leader and scholar will be great assets as we continue to develop
distinctive exhibition, publishing, and interpretive programs that leverage the wide-ranging nature of the
museums’ remarkable collections.”
“It is a tremendous honor to join the Harvard Art Museums, an institution with such incredible
collections, history, and creativity. I am delighted to work alongside Martha and the museums’ stellar
staff and am excited by the opportunities to collaborate across this extraordinary university,” said Lee.
“While at the Met, I was fortunate to have been nurtured by a wealth of talented and generous
colleagues. I look forward to bringing that experience to Harvard, to cultivate in the next generation the
kind of passion for art and knowledge that can transform one’s life.”
About the Harvard Art Museums
The Harvard Art Museums house one of the largest and most renowned art collections in the United
States, and are comprised of three museums (the Fogg, Busch-Reisinger, and Arthur M. Sackler
Museums) and four research centers (the Straus Center for Conservation and Technical Studies, the
Center for the Technical Study of Modern Art, the Harvard Art Museums Archives, and the
Archaeological Exploration of Sardis). The Fogg Museum includes Western art from the Middle Ages to
the present; the Busch-Reisinger Museum, unique among North American museums, is dedicated to
the study of all modes and periods of art from central and northern Europe, with an emphasis on
German-speaking countries; and the Arthur M. Sackler Museum is focused on Asian art, Ancient
Mediterranean and Near Eastern art, and Islamic and later Indian art. Together, the collections include
approximately 250,000 objects in all media. The Harvard Art Museums are distinguished by the range
and depth of their collections, their groundbreaking exhibitions, and the original research of their staff.
Integral to Harvard University and the wider community, the museums and research centers serve as
resources for students, scholars, and the public. For more than a century, they have been the nation’s
premier training ground for museum professionals and are renowned for their seminal role in
developing the discipline of art history in the United States. The Harvard Art Museums have a rich
tradition of considering the history of objects as an integral part of the teaching and study of art history,
focusing on conservation and preservation concerns as well as technical studies.
The Harvard Art Museums’ 2014 renovation and expansion carried on the legacies of the three
museums and united their remarkable collections under one roof for the first time. Renzo Piano Building
Workshop preserved the Fogg Museum’s landmark 1927 facility, while transforming the space to
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accommodate 21st-century needs. The museums now feature 40 percent more gallery space, an
expanded Art Study Center, conservation labs, and classrooms, and a striking glass roof that bridges
the facility’s historic and contemporary architecture. The three constituent museums retain their distinct
identities in the facility, yet their close proximity provides exciting opportunities to experience works of
art in a broader context. harvardartmuseums.org
Hours and Admission
Daily, 10am–5pm. Closed major holidays. Admission: $15 adults, $13 seniors (65+), $10 non-Harvard
students (18+). Free for members; youth under 18; Cambridge residents (proof of residency required);
and Harvard students, faculty, and staff (plus one guest). On Saturdays, from 10am–noon,
Massachusetts residents receive free admission (proof of residency required). For further information
about visiting, see harvardartmuseums.org/plan-your-visit.
Exhibitions, Events, and News
Our Special Exhibitions Gallery presents important new research on artists and artistic practice, and our
University Galleries are programmed in consultation with Harvard faculty to support coursework.
harvardartmuseums.org/visit/exhibitions
Lectures, workshops, films, performances, special events, and other programs are held throughout the
year at the museums. harvardartmuseums.org/visit/calendar
Check out Index, our multimedia magazine, to keep up with what’s happening at the Harvard Art
Museums. harvardartmuseums.org/index-magazine
Members and Fellows
With access to exclusive perks and programs, Harvard Art Museums members enjoy special moments
to celebrate and explore the museums’ world-class collections and special exhibitions.
harvardartmuseums.org/support/members
The Fellows are a dynamic group of art enthusiasts and supporters who enjoy the most exclusive
opportunities that the museums have to offer. harvardartmuseums.org/support/fellows.
The Harvard Art Museums receive support from the Massachusetts Cultural Council.
For more information, please contact:
Daron Manoogian
Director of Communications
Harvard Art Museums
617-495-2397
daron_manoogian@harvard.edu
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Jennifer Aubin
Public Relations Manager
Harvard Art Museums
617-496-5331
jennifer_aubin@harvard.edu

