
Legislative UpdateTuesday, August 9, 2016

Elections: Report of the First Ballot for Vice President
Reference: 2016 Pre-Assembly Report, Section V, The Election of the Vice President, and Section X, Results of the First Ballot for Vice President.The Elections Committee reported the results of first ballot for vice president. Of the 716 legal ballots cast, none
of the nominees received the necessary 541 votes for election. The committee distributed a list of all those who were
named on the nominating ballot. Those who received votes were given the opportunity to remove their names from being
included on the second ballot for vice president.
Introduction: Declaration on the Way
Reference: 2016 Pre-Assembly Report, Section V, Declaration on the Way: Church, Ministry and Eucharist, and Section VI, Declaration on the Way: Church, Ministry
and Eucharist.Presiding Bishop Emeritus Mark S. Hanson and the Most Rev. Denis J. Madden, Roman Catholic auxiliary bishop
of Baltimore, co-chaired the Declaration on the Way task force. They introduced the recommendation of the Church
Council to receive “Declaration on the Way: Church, Ministry and Eucharist” and its 32 Statements of Agreement
garnered from decades of Lutheran-Roman Catholic dialogues. The assembly will vote on the recommendation during
plenary session five the afternoon of Wednesday, August 10.
Introduction: 2017-2019 budget proposal
Reference: 2016 Pre-Assembly Report, Section V, 2017-2019 Budget Proposal.The Rev. M. Wyvetta Bullock, executive for administration of the churchwide organization, presented the
proposed budget for the next triennium and the Church Council recommendation to adopt the budgets. The assembly
will vote on the recommendation during plenary session five the afternoon of Wednesday, August 10.
Introduction: Word and Service Amendments
Reference: 2016 Pre-Assembly Report, Section V, Constitutional Amendments Related to a Roster of Word and Service, Section VI, Report and Recommendations of the
Word and Service Task Force, and Section VI, Memorandum on Rationale for Constitutional Amendments.The Rev. Wm Chris Boerger, secretary of the ELCA, outlined the constitutional amendments the Church Council
recommended to implement the decision of the Churchwide Assembly whether to unify the existing three lay rosters of this
church. The assembly will vote on the recommendations during plenary session seven the morning of Friday, August 12.
Report of the Memorials Committee
Reference: 2016 Pre-Assembly Report, Section VII, Report of the Memorials Committee.Ms. Marjorie B. Ellis and the Rev. Stephen R. Herr, co-chairs of the Memorials Committee, noted that synod
assemblies had addressed 111 memorials to the 2016 Churchwide Assembly. The memorials were sorted into 29
categories, and the committee prepared a recommendation for assembly action for each category. The committee moved
20 of the recommended actions en bloc and began addressing the remaining nine recommendations separately.
ASSEMBLYACTION YES-897; NO-36CA16.02.03 To approve en bloc, with the exception of those memorials considered separately,

the following responses to 2014, 2015 and 2016 synod memorials printed in the Report
of the Memorials Committee:
Category A1: Life of Faith Initiative
Category A2: Worship Resources to Bless Same Gender Couples
Category A5: Ministries Among People Experiencing Economic Poverty
Category A6: Examining the Opportunities and Implications of Campaign Zero, a

policy platform in affirmation of Black Lives Matter
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Category A7: Observation of National Donor Sabbath in Support of Organ and
Tissue Donation

Category B2: Investing in and Encouraging Use of Clean, Renewable Energy
Category B4: Eco-Reformation and Renewing Creation Care Efforts
Category B5: Increase Funding for Suicide Prevention Research
Category B8: Supporting Mission Phebe Hospital through Photovoltaics
Category B9: Examining the Implications of Becoming a Sanctuary Denomination
Category B11: Time of Prayer and Worship Resources on Human Trafficking
Category B12: Gun Violence Prevention
Category B13: AMMPARO Strategy
Category B14: ELCA World Hunger and Child Nutrition
Category B15: Affirming Global Human Rights and Non-discrimination Based on

Sexual Orientation
Category B16: My Muslim Neighbor
Category D1: Gender Identity
Category D2: Voting Ratio
Category D3: Cultivating and Sustaining Accompaniment in Global Mission
Category D4: Youth Mission Trips

Category B7: Repudiation of the Doctrine of Discovery
ASSEMBLYACTION YES-912; NO-28CA16.02.04 To receive with gratitude memorials from the Alaska, Northwest Washington,

Montana, Southwest California, Rocky Mountain, Eastern North Dakota, South
Dakota, Minneapolis Area, Saint Paul Area, Arkansas-Oklahoma, Northwest
Wisconsin, East-Central Wisconsin, Indiana-Kentucky, Upstate New York,
Northwestern Pennsylvania, Metropolitan Washington, D.C., North Carolina and
Southeastern synods regarding the Repudiation of the Doctrine of Discovery;

To repudiate explicitly and clearly the European-derived doctrine of discovery as
an example of the “improper mixing of the power of the church and the power of the
sword” (Augsburg Confession Article XXVIII, Latin text), and to acknowledge and
repent from this church’s complicity in the evils of colonialism in the Americas, which
continue to harm tribal governments and individual tribal members;

To offer a statement of repentance and reconciliation to Native nations in this
country for damage done in the name of Christianity;

To encourage the Office of the Presiding Bishop to plan an appropriate national
ceremony of repentance and reconciliation with tribal leaders, providing appropriate
worship resources for similar synodical and congregational observances with local
tribal leaders, at such times and places as are appropriate;

To direct the Domestic Mission unit, together with the American Indian and
Alaska Native community and ecumenical partners, to develop resources to educate
members of the ELCA and the wider community about the doctrine of discovery and
its consequences for Native peoples;

To direct the Domestic Mission unit to develop a strategy with the American
Indian and Alaska Native community during the next triennium to be referred to the
Church Council for action, including a mechanism to grow the Native American
Ministry Fund of the ELCA; and
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To affirm that this church will eliminate the doctrine of discovery from its
contemporary rhetoric and programs, electing to practice accompaniment with Native
peoples instead of a missionary endeavor to them, allowing these partnerships to
mutually enrich indigenous communities and the ministries of the ELCA.

Category B3: Toward a Responsible Energy Future
The Memorials Committee made the following motion.

Moved: To receive with gratitude the memorials of the Saint Paul Area, Metropolitan New York,
Northeastern Pennsylvania, Upper Susquehanna and Northwestern Pennsylvania synods related to
climate change and fossil fuels;

To urge all ELCA members, congregations and synods to inform and educate themselves about
the effects of climate change through the lens of the “Caring for Creation: Vision, Hope and Justice”
social statement, and to advocate for policies that reduce energy use and our dependence on fossil
fuels and encourage development of renewable energy sources as an expression of our commitment
to address climate change and caring for God’s creation;

To affirm the action of the 2013 Churchwide Assembly and subsequent action of the Church
Council in 2014 related to the development of revised or additional investment screens on fossil fuels,
and to support and commend ELCA members, congregations, synods, the churchwide organization,
and related institutions and agencies such as ELCA Endowment Fund and Portico Benefit Services
for their leadership efforts to invest in companies that are taking steps toward a sustainable
environment;

To affirm Portico’s balanced approach to supporting this church’s principles and directives as
stated in the social statements — including the commitment to help transition to an economy less
dependent on fossil fuels. The approach includes:

1. shareholder advocacy (filing and supporting resolutions on environmental issues, including
150 resolutions in 2015),

2. focused investment screening, which has identified 113 companies screened for
environmental reasons, and

3. ramping up positive social investments, such as investments in companies that develop solar,
wind and water power generation systems, repurposing waste products and reducing toxic
emissions;

To support the ELCA network of affiliated social ministry organizations with programs to address
unemployment caused by changing patterns of fossil fuel use, to advocate for retraining workers —
especially for renewable energy jobs, to advocate for programs that will support those in transition,
and to encourage congregations and ministries to address the resulting unemployment and poverty;
and

To urge ELCA members, congregations and synods to set measurable goals to reduce their
consumption of fossil fuels and improve their stewardship of energy resources, transition to renewable
energy sources and promote care for God’s creation.

Ms. Kim M. Winchell [North/West Lower Michigan Synod] made the following motion to amend.
Moved;
Seconded: To amend the fourth paragraph of the motion by insertion and deletion:

To affirm Portico’s past balanced approach to supporting this church’s principles and directives
as stated in the social statements — including the commitment to help transition to an economy less
dependent on fossil fuels. That approach includes has included:

1. shareholder advocacy (filing and supporting resolutions on environmental issues, including
150 resolutions in 2015),

2. focused investment screening, which has identified 113 companies screened for
environmental reasons, and
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3. ramping up positive social investments, such as investments in companies that develop solar,
wind and water power generation systems, repurposing waste products and reducing toxic
emissions; and now

To call upon Portico to:
1. offer an optional fossil-free fund for retirement plan participants; and
2. work with the ELCA to heed the call of the Lutheran World Federation Council in 2015 to

member churches “not to invest in fossil fuels” to revise the social criteria investment screen
with the eventual goal of divesting “Investment Fund A” of the ELCA Endowment pooled
trust from the largest fossil fuel companies;

The chair called for the orders of the day. The assembly will give further consideration of the motions on the floor
during a later plenary session.
Introduction: AMMPARO Strategy
Reference: 2016 Pre-Assembly Report, Section V, AMMPARO Strategy and Section VI, AMMPARO Strategy.The Rev. Stephen P. Bouman, executive director of the Domestic Mission unit, and the Rev. Rafael Malpica Padilla,
executive director of the Global Mission unit, presented the proposed Accompanying Migrant Minors with Protection,
Advocacy, Representation and Opportunities (AMMPARO) strategy. The Church Council recommended that the
Churchwide Assembly approve the strategy as this church’s response to the migration of children and their families. The
assembly will vote on the recommendation during plenary session five the afternoon of Wednesday, August 10.

Deadlines for Wednesday, August 10, 2016
10:45 a.m. Non-germane resolutions

Proposed amendments to the 2017-2019 budget proposal
Proposed amendments to the Word and Service proposal
Separate consideration (removal from en bloc) of proposed amendments to the constitutions, bylaws and

continuing resolutions related to the Word and Service proposal
Proposed changes to the amendments to the constitutions, bylaws and continuing resolutions related to the

Word and Service proposal
2:15 p.m. First common ballot

2016 Churchwide Assembly: Legislative Update
Tuesday, August 9, 2016  Page 4 of 4


