
Legislative UpdateSaturday, August 13, 2016

Committee of the Whole: Called Forward Together in Christ Conversation
Reference: 2016 Pre-Assembly Report, Section VI, Called Forward Together in Christ for the Sake of the World: A Consultation Paper on Future Directions of the ELCA,
and Other, Leadership Letter on Future Directions.The 2016 Churchwide Assembly entered committee of the whole to discuss Called Forward Together in Christ for
the Sake of the World: A Consultation Paper on Future Directions of the ELCA.
Report of the Memorials Committee (continued)
Reference: 2016 Pre-Assembly Report, Section VII, Memorials Committee Report and Supplemental Report of the Memorials Committee.Ms. Marjorie B. Ellis and the Rev. Stephen R. Herr, co-chairs of the Memorials Committee, continued with the
committee’s report and recommendations.
Category B3: Toward a Responsible Energy Future
ASSEMBLYACTION VOTE BY CARDCA16.06.26 To receive with gratitude the memorials of the Saint Paul Area, Metropolitan New

York, Northeastern Pennsylvania, Upper Susquehanna and Northwestern
Pennsylvania synods related to climate change and fossil fuels;

To urge all ELCA members, congregations and synods to inform and educate
themselves about the effects of climate change through the lens of the “Caring for
Creation: Vision, Hope and Justice” social statement, and to advocate for policies that
reduce energy use and our dependence on fossil fuels and encourage development of
renewable energy sources as an expression of our commitment to address climate
change and caring for God’s creation;

To affirm the action of the 2013 Churchwide Assembly and subsequent action of
the Church Council in 2014 related to the development of revised or additional
investment screens on fossil fuels, and to support and commend ELCA members,
congregations, synods, the churchwide organization, and related institutions and
agencies such as ELCA Endowment Fund and Portico Benefit Services for their
leadership efforts to invest in companies that are taking steps toward a sustainable
environment;

To affirm Portico’s balanced approach to supporting this church’s principles and
directives as stated in the social statements — including the commitment to help
transition to an economy less dependent on fossil fuels. That approach has included:

1. shareholder advocacy (filing and supporting resolutions on environmental
issues, including 150 resolutions in 2015),

2. focused investment screening, which has identified 113 companies screened for
environmental reasons, and

3. ramping up positive social investments, such as investments in companies that
develop solar, wind and water power generation systems, repurposing waste
products and reducing toxic emissions; and now

To call upon Portico to evaluate the viability of an optional fossil -free fund for
retirement plan participants;
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To call upon the ELCA to heed the call of the Lutheran World Federation Council
in 2015 to member churches “not to invest in fossil fuels and to support energy
efficiency and renewable energy companies, and to encourage their institutions and
individual members to do likewise”;

As part of this church’s response to the Lutheran World Federation’s call, to
request that the ELCA churchwide organization review the ELCA’s applicable social
teachings and Corporate Social Responsibility policies and procedures, with the goal
of not investing in, and removing the largest fossil fuel companies as identified by
Carbon Tracker, and investing in corporations which are taking positive steps toward
a sustainable environment;

To support the ELCA network of affiliated social ministry organizations with
programs to address unemployment caused by changing patterns of fossil fuel use, to
advocate for retraining workers — especially for renewable energy jobs, to advocate
for programs that will support those in transition, and to encourage congregations and
ministries to address the resulting unemployment and poverty; and

To urge ELCA members, congregations and synods to set measurable goals to
reduce their consumption of fossil fuels and improve their stewardship of energy
resources, transition to renewable energy sources and promote care for God’s creation.

Category C2: Justice for the Holy Land through Responsible Investment
ASSEMBLYACTION VOTE BY CARDCA16.06.27 To receive with gratitude the memorials from the Sierra Pacific, Southwest

California, Metropolitan New York and the Delaware-Maryland synods regarding
Justice for the Holy Land through Responsible Investment;

To reaffirm the actions of the 2005, 2007, 2011 and 2013 Churchwide Assemblies
regarding responsible investment in Israel-Palestine;

To direct the ELCA’s Corporate Social Responsibility review team to develop a
human rights social criteria investment screen based on the social teachings of this
church and, in the case of Israel and Palestine, specifically based on the concerns
raised in the ELCA Middle East Strategy;

To encourage ELCA members, congregations, synods, agencies and institutions to
increase positive investment in Palestine and other under-resourced areas where
human rights abuses materially impact the well-being of all people; and

To encourage ELCA members, congregations, synods, agencies and institutions to
engage in shareholder advocacy in support of human rights, exercising the right of a
shareholder to submit resolutions at a corporation’s annual meeting.

Category B1: Call to Discernment on U.S. Foreign and Military Policy
Consideration of the Memorials Committee recommendation resumed.

Moved: To receive with gratitude the memorial of the Minneapolis Area Synod regarding their call for the
ELCA to study, reflect, search and act in light of ongoing and widening war efforts;

To recognize with gratitude the efforts of the current and previous presiding bishops, the Church
Council, synod bishops, clergy and the laity to engage as responsible citizens living out the baptismal
calling;
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To issue a call for congregations to engage in prayer, Scripture-study and communal reading of
the teaching resources of this church, particularly “Church in Society: A Lutheran Perspective,” “For
Peace in God’s World” and “Talking Together as Christians about Tough Social Issues”;

To invite this church to a particular time of prayer and communal discernment during the election
season of 2016 on the moral impact and societal consequences of current U.S. foreign and military
policy; and

To direct the presiding bishop to communicate this church’s time of prayer and discernment to
the U.S. President and members of Congress and to encourage ELCA members in this election season
of 2016 to communicate the same to candidates for federal office.

A motion had been made to amend the main motion.
Moved;
Seconded: To replace the second to last paragraph of the motion with the following:

To invite this church to a particular time of prayer and communal discernment" over the next three
years to promote robust examination of the of expanded US war efforts since 1990. The Church
Council through the Office of the Presiding Bishop will solicit diverse partners, including scholars
whose work focuses in these areas, activists, ecumenical partners, seminaries, colleges/universities,
synods, VA and other federal chaplains. We especially hope to include those whose lives are most
impacted by these developments in the United States and world. This group will form a task force to
study this aspect of our reality as Christians and citizens of the United States.

Topics of inquiry could include:
• The impact on well being of some military veterans, contractors, affiliates, and their

families:
o Chronic disabilities and loss (including chemical dependencies and brain injury)
o Collateral involvement with criminal justice system
o Diminished lives and early deaths of veterans and their families from toxins, PTSD

symptoms, and violence
o Moral injury
o Character and skill development

• Broader societal impacts, such as:
o climate change and global pollution load
o changes in policing practices
o engagement with and prejudice against neighbor Muslims
o policy decisions due to commercial motivations for the proliferation of arms

• Social needs met and unmet due to prioritizing public spending on expanding war
efforts; and

Moved;
Seconded; Vote by Card
Carried: To amend the following text of the proposed amendment by deletion and insertion:

Topics of inquiry could include:
• The impact on well-being of some all military personnel and veterans, active,

reserve and retired, contractors, affiliates, and their families:
Moved;
Seconded; by Consensus
Carried: To substitute the following for the proposed amendment as amended:

To invite this church to a particular time of prayer and communal discernment over the
next three years to promote robust examination of the expanded US war efforts since 1990. To
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refer to the Church Council to formulate the next steps, including any budgetary implications. 
To encourage the Office of the Presiding Bishop to consider dialogue with Called Forward 
Together in Christ, Declaration on the Way and other ecumenical partners in planning this 
initiative, including inviting scholars whose work focuses in these areas, activists, seminaries, 
colleges/universities, synods, VA and other federal chaplains. We especially hope to include 
those whose lives are most impacted by these developments in the United States and world. 

Topics of inquiry could include: 
The impact on well-being of some military veterans, contractors, affiliates, and their
families:
• Chronic disabilities and loss (including chemical dependencies and brain injury),
• Collateral involvement with criminal justice system,
• Diminished lives and early deaths of veterans and their families from toxins, PTSD

symptoms, and violence,
• Moral injury,
• Character and skill development, and
Broader societal impacts, such as:
• Climate change and global pollution load,
• Changes in policing practices,
• Engagement with and prejudice against neighbor Muslims,
• Policy decisions due to commercial motivations for the proliferation of arms,
• Social needs met and unmet due to prioritizing public spending on expanding war

efforts;
with Church Council to recommend next steps by April 2017; and

Moved;
Seconded; Vote by Card
Carried: To amend the following text of the substitute amendment by deletion and insertion:

Topics of inquiry could include:
• The impact on well-being of some all military personnel and veterans, active,

reserve and retired, contractors, affiliates, and their families:
ASSEMBLYACTION VOTE BY CARDCA16.06.28

To receive with gratitude the memorial of the Minneapolis Area Synod regarding
its call for the ELCA to study, reflect, search and act in light of ongoing and widening
war efforts;

To recognize with gratitude the efforts of the current and previous presiding
bishops, the Church Council, synod bishops, clergy and the laity to engage as
responsible citizens living out the baptismal calling;

To issue a call for congregations to engage in prayer, Scripture-study and
communal reading of the teaching resources of this church, particularly “Church in
Society: A Lutheran Perspective,” “For Peace inGod’s World” and “Talking Together
as Christians about Tough Social Issues”;

To invite this church to a particular time of prayer and communal discernment
over the next three years to promote robust examination of the expanded US war
efforts since 1990. To refer to the Church Council to formulate the next steps,
including any budgetary implications. To encourage the Office of the Presiding Bishop
to consider dialogue with Called Forward Together in Christ, Declaration on the Way
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and other ecumenical partners in planning this initiative, including inviting scholars 
whose work focuses in these areas, activists, seminaries, colleges/universities, synods, 
VA and other federal chaplains. We especially hope to include those whose lives are 
most impacted by these developments in the United States and world.

Topics of inquiry could include: 
The impact on well-being of all military personnel and veterans: active, reserve,
retired, and national guard, contractors, affiliates, and their families:
• Chronic disabilities and loss (including chemical dependencies and brain

injury),
• Collateral involvement with criminal justice system,
• Diminished lives and early deaths of veterans and their families from toxins,

PTSD symptoms, and violence,
• Moral injury,
• Character and skill development, and
Broader societal impacts, such as:
• Climate change and global pollution load,
• Changes in policing practices,
• Engagement with and prejudice against neighbor Muslims,
• Policy decisions due to commercial motivations for the proliferation of arms,
• Social needs met and unmet due to prioritizing public spending on expanding

war efforts;
with Church Council to recommend next steps by April 2017; and

To direct the presiding bishop to communicate this church’s time of prayer and
discernment to the U.S. President and members of Congress and to encourage ELCA
members in this election season of 2016 to communicate the same to candidates for
federal office.

Category B10: Supporting Military Personnel, Veterans and their Families
ASSEMBLYACTION VOTE BY CARDCA16.06.29 To receive with gratitude, the memorials of Eastern Washington-Idaho, Pacifica,

Southeastern Minnesota, Southwestern Texas, East-Central Wisconsin, Southern Ohio,
Northwestern Pennsylvania, Allegheny, Metropolitan Washington, D.C., West
Virginia-Western Maryland and Southeastern synods regarding their interest and
vision for ministry affirming those called to military service, veterans, their families
and this church’s support for chaplaincy ministries;

To recognize with gratitude ELCA members, congregations, agencies and
institutions which have initiated creative ministry and mission engaging members of
the military, veterans, ELCA chaplains and their families;

To encourage congregations, agencies, families and individuals to assist those
considering military service and those continuing in service through moral
discernment and vocational guidance concerning the life-changing decisions they must
make involving justice, service and the ethical application of force;

To direct the Office of the Presiding Bishop to establish a Sunday of prayer and
action near Veterans Day each year to unite this church in prayer and encourage
assistance for military members, veterans, ELCA chaplains and families;
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To encourage ELCA members, congregations and synods to offer care and support
for returning veterans;

To encourage congregations to seek out incarcerated veterans to thank them for
their service and to help them access veterans’ benefits so that they might have a more
successful transition upon release;

To affirm the publication of the Prayer Book for the Armed Services and to
encourage congregations to present gift copies to veterans, military personnel and
chaplains;

To encourage synod bishops, candidacy committees, congregations and seminaries
to make known the need for ordained pastors to serve as chaplains in the military,
Veterans Affairs hospitals, federal corrections and other chaplaincies;

To urge ELCA members and congregations to contribute to the ELCA Federal
Chaplaincy Ministries Fund for Leaders Scholarship to attract the next generation of
chaplains; and

To encourage ELCA seminaries, colleges and universities to integrate practicing
chaplains to teach about specialized ministries, preach in chapel, and foster awareness
and consideration of a call to chaplaincy ministry.

Report of the Reference and Counsel Committee (continued)
Reference: 2016 Pre-Assembly Report, Section IX, Report of the Reference and Counsel Committee, Revised: Report of the Reference and Counsel Committee, and Report
of the Reference and Counsel Committee 081216.Mr. Paul G. Archer and the Rev. Vicki T. Garber, co-chairs of the Reference and Counsel Committee, continued
presenting the committee’s report and recommendations.
ASSEMBLYACTION VOTE BY CARDCA16.06.30 To adopt Motion E.

Motion E: Resolution on Compensation for the Council Vice President
WHEREAS, bylaw 13.32.02. of the ELCA Constitution states, “The vice president shall serve

without salary”; and
WHEREAS, provision 13.31. of the ELCA Constitution states, “The vice president shall be

a lay person”; and
WHEREAS, the level of commitment without any stipend, salary or compensation creates

economic barriers to service for people living in situations of economic poverty, people
dependent on full-time income or work, people working jobs without paid vacation, and people
who are sole caregivers to children or elders; and

WHEREAS, the ELCA’s social statement, “Sufficient, Sustainable Livelihood for All,” calls
us as a denomination to access economic activities in terms of how they affect all especially
people living in poverty (p. 4), calls us to support and encourage one another as we live out our
vocation in ways that serve the neighbor and contribute to family and community vitality (p. 8)
and commits us to develop mutual face-to-face, empowering relationships between people who
have enough and people living in poverty, especially through congregational and synodical
partnerships (p. 12); therefore, be it

RESOLVED, that the Churchwide Assembly requests the Church Council study
the removal of constitutional bylaw 13.32.02., which prohibits compensation for the
vice president except for reimbursements; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the Churchwide Assembly requests the Church Council study
compensation or reimbursement for child or elder care and salary or stipend for
service related to the duties of the vice president; and be it further
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RESOLVED, that the Church Council bring a report and recommendation to the
2019 Churchwide Assembly.

Moved;
Seconded; Vote by Card
Defeated: To reconsider assembly action CA16.05.22, which was to adopt Motion A as amended.
ASSEMBLYACTION VOTE BY CARDCA16.06.31 To adopt Motion F.

Motion F: Resolution on Call Process
WHEREAS, an effective call process requires many stakeholders working together to

accomplish an effective and healthy transition;
WHEREAS, synods and congregations constantly evaluate and learn from each call process

to increase the odds of a successful call process and congregational partnership; therefore, be
it

RESOLVED, that the assembly asks the ELCA Church Council, in consultation
with the Conference of Bishops, to initiate a conversation including synod leadership
regarding rostered leader vacancies throughout this church; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the assembly encourages the Conference of Bishops to continue
their work of facilitating and always reforming the call process for congregations and
institutions in our changing contexts; and be it further

RESOLVED, that regions, institutions, synods, and congregations be encouraged
to raise up leaders in this church for rostered leadership with the encouragement and
oversight of the Theological Education Advisory Committee of the Church Council;
and be it further

RESOLVED, that the Conference of Bishops communicate with the ELCA Church
Council and mutually review the status of this work every year and a half for three
years.

ASSEMBLYACTION VOTE BY ACCLAMATIONCA16.06.32 To adopt the following resolution:
Resolution of Appreciation for Presiding Bishop Elizabeth A. Eaton

We, the members of the 2016 Churchwide Assembly of the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America, give thanks to God for the leadership of our Presiding Bishop
Elizabeth Eaton.

We celebrate her dedication to inclusivity, inter-faith relationships, ecumenism,
and anti-racism. Her witness of loving our neighbors inspires us to live the gospel in
the same way.

We give thanks for her courage in leading us into opposition as we continue to
work against racism, from the repudiation of the doctrine of discovery to black lives
matter. She, furthermore, led the vote adopting AMMPARO to further
accompaniment with children and families in Central America, inspired by her
conviction that we are all God's children.

We rejoice, especially as we look to the upcoming 500th anniversary of the
Reformation, that our presiding bishop is distinctly Lutheran and reminds us that the
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Lutheran perspective is one the world needs. At the same time, she showed us the need
for humility as she led the church in passing the Declaration on the Way. With her, we
commit to the study of Luther's Small Catechism; we look forward to being quizzed
and to the opportunity to quiz her!

We congratulate her for expertly presiding over this, her first Churchwide
Assembly, and for her eloquent and inspiring report to the Assembly and for sharing
with us her intellect, wit, faith, prophetic voice, and love of a certain camp song.

ASSEMBLYACTION VOTE BY ACCLAMATIONCA16.06.33 To adopt the following resolution:
Resolution of Appreciation for Vice President Carlos E. Peña

The voting members of the 2016 Churchwide Assembly of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America wish to conjoin their voices of gratitude and appreciation
with those of subsequent assemblies, Churchwide Councils and executive staff as well
as the countless thousands who, to the person serve as the embodiment of the ELCA
as we extend our thanks to you, Vice President Carlos Peña.

We are church, we are church together! And through your tireless example of
unwavering fortitude as a servant-leader, together we have and are becoming better
equipped and positioned to effectuate change for the sake of the world. We do so in our
efforts as being judicious stewards, as advocates for social justice, in our care and
protection of God’s creation. As we stand in solidarity with and respond to those in
need, and most importantly, as we proclaim and share the Gospel that is ours in Jesus
Christ.

We profess that a good steward is one who gives of his/her time, talent and
treasures. To do so with humility, determination and prayer-inspired guidance is
indicative of what we have come to know and appreciate in you.

Thank you, Carlos; for you are indeed a “good and faithful servant.”
ASSEMBLYACTION VOTE BY ACCLAMATIONCA16.06.34 To adopt the following resolution:

Resolution of Appreciation for Secretary Wm Chris Boerger
We, the 2016 Churchwide Assembly of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in

America, accept the report of Secretary Chris Boerger, thanking him for the splendor
and orchestration extended by he and his office in the pre-planning and facilitation of
this year’s assembly.

We thank him for his faithful work on behalf of our church and the church
worldwide, united in the mission of Christ. His keen knowledge and love of the
constitution and his ability to translate it for us are a tremendous asset to our church.
His attention to detail and efforts to digitize the records are commendable. Through
it all, he manifests his love for Christ's church. A consummate churchman, Secretary
Boerger inspires us all to BE THE ELCA.

We extend our gratitude to you for the seamless nature of our daily logistics, the
movement of over 1,000 participants to and from the assembly gathering. We are
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particularly mindful of the triangulation you created between the sites of our hotel
lodging and the center of our deliberation at the convention. The simplicity of this
triangle is a symbolic reminder of the Trinity in God that sustains and keep us
steadfast.

We are indebted to you and those whom you represent for the diligence and
resourcefulness you employed in not only attending to the details of constitutional and
bylaw revisions but the thoughtfulness that was required in recasting our governing
principles with great care and responsiveness to the current and projected needs of the
church.

We thank you immensely for the uniformity of these tasks you undertook and the
faithfulness in which you dutifully addressed it.

ASSEMBLYACTION VOTE BY ACCLAMATIONCA16.06.35 To adopt the following resolution:
Resolution of Appreciation for Treasurer Linda O. Norman

We, the 2016 Churchwide Assembly of the ELCA, accept the report of Treasurer
Linda Norman and give thanks to God for her leadership in this church. We have
received and approved the 2017-19 budget and affirm the care and stewardship
employed by the Treasurer, the Office of the Treasurer, and other Churchwide staff
in the financial reflection of and planning for our program services and ministries. The
ELCA endeavors to do the work of God in all of the places for which the Holy Spirit
directs. Our approval of the 2017-19 budget attests to this conviction and we are
resolved to be faithful stewards of the many gifts of this church. We give thanks for
Treasurer Norman’s careful attention to detail and diligent oversight of the rich
blessings God has bestowed upon us.

ASSEMBLYACTION VOTE BY ACCLAMATIONCA16.06.36 To adopt the following resolution:
Resolution of Appreciation for Churchwide Staff

We, the members of the 2016 Churchwide Assembly of the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America, give thanks to God for the Churchwide staff. We wish to thank
the staff and offices for making this assembly possible and for their day to day work
on behalf of this church.

We thank each of the offices and units of the churchwide organization:
• Office of the Presiding Bishop
• Office of the Secretary
• Office of the Treasurer
• Mission Advancement
• Domestic Mission
• Global Mission
We appreciate their tireless work of renewing and growing the church’s mission.

We continue to keep them and their work, which is our work, in prayer.
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ASSEMBLYACTION VOTE BY ACCLAMATIONCA16.06.37 To adopt the following resolution:
Resolution of Appreciation and Thanksgiving for Hospitality
Be it resolved:

The members of the 2016 Churchwide Assembly and the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America deeply thank New Orleans and the Texas-Louisiana Gulf Coast
Synod for hosting this assembly. As we started this assembly we were introduced to the
original ancestors of this land, the Houma Nation, and in doing so we were made
aware not only of these brothers and sisters but of all our siblings in Christ who make
New Orleans a diverse setting of hospitality.

The Ernest N. Morial Convention Center hosted us generously with their
accommodations and empowered us to worship boldly, assemble earnestly, and give
us shelter and safe keeping through the week.

The Sheraton and Marriott Hotel gave us respite and recovery for our long days
and presented opportunity for fun and fellowship unique to New Orleans right outside
their doors.

The unique hospitality of the week, can only be found in New Orleans and has
redefined “service with a smile.” The city of New Orleans has made it possible for each
member of this assembly to reimagine hospitality in their own context and given new
life for practices of accompaniment and servant leadership, as we strive to be “Church
for the Sake of the World.”

We express great thanks for the long and diverse history of New Orleans, the
contributions to the arts, cooking, leisure, and home-grown quality of life found on
every street corner. We also give thanks for the witness to the resurrection in how New
Orleans rose after Hurricane Katrina and the breaking of the levees. We strive to
never forget your hard work and how far you have come and what a people can do
when they keep their eye on the prize.

We recognize the local and diverse selections of music that filled our worship
services. The talented performers made us grateful for New Orleans’ creativity and
character, and brought our worship to life in new and unique ways. The Mississippi
gave us a perpetual remembrance of our baptism in Christ, but also reminded us of the
environmental gifts and ecology which make up New Orleans.

A special thank you for all our volunteers who made this event possible, who came
from all over to New Orleans to giving their time and working both seen and unseen,
making this assembly a success.

From “second lines” to singing bus drivers, New Orleans created space for the
2016 ELCA Churchwide Assembly and gave of themselves and shaped our time
together with their talents and treasures.

In doing so, they have only further endowed the church with experience to, “act
justly, love mercy and walk humbly with our God.”

The voting members demonstrated their appreciation by acclamation for the parliamentarian, Mr. John W. Sleasman.
The fourteenth Churchwide Assembly of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America was adjourned at 12:33 p.m.

in Hall C of the Ernest N. Morial Convention Center in New Orleans, La.
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