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Everything Looks Great

… Or Does it?
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Undergraduate Students Graduate Students Total

Field of Study 1985 1995 2005 2015

Agriculture 7,400 8,293 7,519 12,278

Business and Management 64,970 92,632 100,079 197,258

Communications and 

Journalism

4,310 

(comm.)

9,522 9,107 20,161

Education 11,680 13,200 15,697 17,675

Engineering 74,580 72,410 92,952 196,750

Fine and Applied Arts 15,400 26,749 28,063 56,758

Health Professions 13,880 20,674 26,301 33,399

Humanities 11,910 16,161 15,850 17,504

Intensive English 12,870 22,231 16,133 49,233

Legal Studies and Law 

Enforcement

1,650 (law alone) 3,464 6,270 13,778

Math and Computer Science 35,910 35,940 50,747 112,950

Physical and Life Sciences 26,830 37,226 49,499 73,838

Fields of Study 

What do the 
numbers tell us?

Number of Students Studying in the US 



Top 10 Leading Places of Origin
1985 1995 2005 2015

1 Taiwan 
23,700

Japan
45,531

India
80,466

China
304,040

2 Malaysia 
23,020

China
39,613

China
62,523

India
132,888

3 Korea 
18,660

Korea
36,231

Korea
53,358

Korea
63,710

4 India
16,070

Taiwan
32,702

Japan
42,215

Saudi Arabia
59,945

5 Canada
15,410

India
31,743

Canada
28,140

Canada
27,240

6 Iran
14,210

Canada
23,005

Taiwan
25,914

Brazil
23,675

7 China
13,980

Malaysia
14,015

Mexico
13,063

Taiwan
20,993

8 Nigeria
13,710

Indonesia
12,820

Turkey
12,474

Japan
19,064

9 Japan
13,360

Thailand
12,165

Germany
8,640

Vietnam
18,722

10 Hong Kong 
10,710

Hong Kong 
12,018

Thailand
8,637

Mexico
17,052
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Approximately 399,000 international 

undergraduate students in the U.S. in 2015

Top 7
countries

Most growth comes from only a handful of countries

SOURCE: Institute of International Education. (2015). "International Students by Academic Level and Place of Origin, 
2013/14." Open Doors Report on International Educational Exchange. Retrieved from http://www.iie.org/opendoors

http://www.iie.org/opendoors


Japan

Korea

• 16.35% decrease since 2011.

• Slowing Korean economy

• Eroded Korea’s middle class. 

• Shift away from traditional favorites such 
as the US, the UK, or Canada in favor of 
new regional destinations, notably China 
and the Philippines.

• Growing Branch Campus Options in Region

~ ICEF Monitor, February 10, 2015

What Can History Teach Us?

“While more Japanese students still go to the 
United States and China, Canada has emerged as a 
new popular destination for language study, college 
and working holidays.

Japanese students can stay, study and travel in 
Canada without a visa for as long as six months and 
may opt for a holiday working visa that is good for 
a year.

Personal security has also been a concern among 
Japanese students, particularly after recent school 
shootings in the United States. “My parents were 
telling me, ‘Oh, please assure us that you are going 
to be in a safe place,”’ Ms. Katayanagi said.

“Our streets are extremely safe. Our communities 
are extremely safe. Most Canadians are very 
friendly,” Mr. Keddy said. “If you are a Japanese 
parent and if you are thinking of your child going for 
a foreign education for whatever reason, what is 
happening in the U.S., it would be very difficult, I 
think, in clear conscience to send your child there.”

~ New York Times, March 24, 2013



Themes?
1. Declining Birth Rate or Number of HS Graduates

2. Economics and Cost of Education

3. Better Job Prospects to Remain in Country

4. More University Options in-country or Region

5. Academic Preparation/Testing 



Changing Tides in China

• Trends towards a nationalistic focus

• English was downgraded on the Gaokao in 2016, scheduled to be phased 
out by 2020

• 2014: Beijing stopped approving new international curriculums, limited 
the number of students permitted in existing programs, and insisted on 
city residency for enrollment

• Additional limits on travel visas and “sister schools” abroad

• The massification of Chinese/Asian higher education 

• “Capacity showed a smooth increase from 0.67 million in 1988 to 1.08 
million in 1998, and then surged from 1.6 million in 1999 to 6.89 million 
in 2012 – more than 10 times in number within 25 years” - Centre for 
Global Higher Education





Approximate Cost of an 
Undergraduate Education 

0

50,000

100,000

150,000

200,000

250,000

300,000

US (Intl) UK (Intl) UK (Dom) Canada
(Intl)

Canada
(Dom)

Australia
(Intl)

US Dollars



Cost of Education

Source: The College Board







The Global Landscape

SOURCE: Institute of International Education. (2015). "International Students by Academic Level and Place of Origin,
2013/14." Open Doors Report on International Educational Exchange. Retrieved from http://www.iie.org/opendoors





The Global Landscape



The Global Landscape



Financial Aid Trends & Shifts



Significant Programs being Cut



Oh the Horror

The countries of Kuwait and Saudi Arabia have announced that they are 
pulling their citizen students out who are attending Idaho State University 
due to reports of racism and discrimination.

• Kuwait’s Higher Education Minister, Dr. Badr Al Eisa said that the 
ministry would no longer allocate scholarships to ISU after Kuwaiti 
students reported abuses and discrimination. (Habib Toumi of Gulf 
News April 3, 2016 reports)

Some headlines from Higher Ed.com

http://gulfnews.com/news/gulf/saudi-arabia-kuwait-stop-sending-students-to-us-university-1.1710730


So Where Are They Headed Instead?



2016 International ACAC 
College/University Members

United States 894

Canada 77

United Kingdom 37

Netherlands 15

Japan 13

Hong Kong 10

Switzerland 10

France 8

Italy 8

Austria 6

Korea, Republic of 6

Australia 4

Germany 4

Singapore 4

Increased Recruiting Efforts of Non-U.S. Universities







9 in the Top 50













Political Climate Survey

• 214 responses collected
• 167 High School/Independent Counselors

• 44 US University Representatives

• 3 Representatives from non-US Universities

• Topics we asked about:
• The American political/cultural climate

• US immigration policy (OTP, F-1 accessibility, etc.)

• US foreign policy (trade and diplomatic relationships and challenges)

• Guns in the US

• Safety/security in the US

• Religious Freedom Bills/Anti LGBTQ+ legislation

• Racial tensions in the US

• Anti-Semitic incidents in the US

• Cost of US Education



Counselor Feedback

• Between a quarter and a third of respondents reported being asked by 
students frequently or in most conversations about political climate, guns, 
safety and security, racial tensions, and cost.

• Students are more likely to ask counselors about all of these topics, with the 
exception of:

• Safety/security in the US (frequently to most conversations with students 
among 34% of respondents, 40% with parents)

• Cost (frequently to most conversations with students among 73% of 
respondents, 82% with parents)

• Free responses added

• Islamophobia/Anti-Muslim concerns

• Concerns about acceptance and diversity

• Concerns about civil discourse and both liberal and conservative 
extremism



Counselor Feedback

• 64% of counselors have seen an increase in traditionally US-bound students 
considering non-US options.  Why?

• Cost (80%)

• Political/cultural climate (37%)

• Guns (33%)

• Safety/Security (32%)

• 35% said other factors are deterring students from applying to the 
US. Popular reasons included:

• Difficulty of applying to the US

• Increased awareness and appeal of non US options (clarity in admissions, 
sense of “adventure”) 

• Where are they going? Canada, UK, Europe





November

• 39% of counselors said the US election result in November may 
significantly change their students' and families' willingness to, or 
decision to, attend university in the United States

• “Two students have already changed their mind on ED applications 
to wait to hear about the election results. They are concerned to 
have to go to a country where they might not feel welcome and 
safe.”

• These concerns will not disappear if Donald Trump loses the 
election



College and University Feedback

US Universities:

• 89% report being asked about cost often or always

• 39% report being asked about safety or security often or always

• 61% said push factors have negatively impacted yield at their 
school citing primarily cost (83%) and political climate (39%)

• When prompted explain concerns re: political climate
• 13 of 14 free respondents said they’ve been asked about the presidential election \

• “One counselor said every time Trump opens his mouth, more 
students look to Canada”

Non-Us Universities:

• 3 European respondents, and all reported seeing an increase in US 
citizens triggered by cost and safety concerns



Surviving the Burst! 

• Investment in International Recruitment
• Pathway Programs
• Community Colleges
• Other Strategies


