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FACTS:  WHO  WHAT  WHERE  WHEN  WHY 

TOPICS:  ART HISTORY     ELEMENTS OF ART 
 
          PERIODS OF ART     PERIOD PIECES 
 
                    FAMOUS PAINTINGS 
 



TOPIC 

THE INQUISITION CHEMICAL REACTIONS 

ART HISTORY  

A CATEGORY OF STUDY THAT IMPLIES  
A BODY OF RELATED FACTS TO BE LEARNED 

 LOCKED IN TIME, PLACE OR SITUATION – DOES NOT TRANSFER 

TOPIC 

FRACTIONS 

EARLY EUROPEAN MIGRATION 
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 LOCKED IN TIME, PLACE OR SITUATION – DO NOT TRANSFER 
  

SUBJECT CONTENT 

DECLARATIVE 
STRAIGHTFORWARD 

ACCEPTED AS “TRUTH” 
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TRADITIONAL INSTRUCTION AND ASSESSMENT 

LOWER LEVEL OF BLOOMS 

TEACHES AND ASSESSES CONTENT 

2-DIMENSIONAL INSTRUCTION 



    PRNCIPLE 

GENERALIZATION 
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Early European migration 

 Early European settlers migrated west.  

 Early European settlers looked for new 
  opportunities. 



Erickson, 2008 

3-DIMENSIONAL INSTRUCTION 
 

KNOW (critical content) 

UNDERSTAND 

BE ABLE TO DO 

ACQUISITION 

MEANING 
MAKING 

TRANSFER 
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INTERPRETATION 

STANDARDS 

CONCEPTS 

TECHNIQUE 



PYP  Central Idea 

MYP Inquiry (concept) statement 

DP Essential Understanding/Concept statement 



What is the difference between Topic-Based and 
Concept-Based Curriculum and Instruction? 



The concept-based curriculum and instruction 
framework, according to H. Lynn Erickson, is a three-
dimensional design model that allows teachers to 
identify what is important for students to know, 
understand and be able to do in an organized, planned 
unit of instruction that promotes student engagement 
and thinking. During instruction, teachers use concepts 
as a tool to help students see patterns and connections 
between facts and related ideas in order to read a deeper 
understanding of the content. 

What is Concept-Based Curriculum and Instruction? 



TIMELESS 
ABSTRACT 
UNIVERSAL 

TRANSFERABLE 
 

Three-dimensional  
instruction and learning 



CONCEPT 

TOPIC 
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    PRINCIPLE 

GENERALIZATION 
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CONCEPT •migration 
•needs 

•change 
•cultural diffusion 

People adapt to  
changing environments. 

Migration leads to cultural  
diffusion resulting in social/ 
economic change. 

Timeless 
Abstract 
Universal 
Transferable 
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TOPIC 

CONCEPT 

STRUCTURE OF KNOWLEDGE 
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CONCEPT 
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THEME / TOPIC / CRITICAL CONTENT / FACTS 
      LOCKED IN TIME, PLACE OR SITUATION 

DO NOT TRANSFER 
 

KEY 

GLOBAL CONTEXT 

CONCEPT/ 
INQUIRY STATEMENT 

PRINCIPLE 
GENERALIZATION 

RELATED 



The Statement of Inquiry 
Is a transferable idea that is supported  
  by the factual content 
Synthesizes the key concept, the related 
  concepts and the global context into one 
  statement.  
Is conceptually driven and contextually 
  framed. 



future-focused and consequence- 
oriented 

breadth depth 



Key 
Concept 



Key concepts are broad, 
organizing and powerful 
ideas that have relevance 
within the subject group 
but also transcend it, 
having relevance in other 
subject groups. 



Key Concepts 



  Related 
      Concepts 



Related concepts emerge 
from the discipline and 
provide conceptual focus 
and depth to understanding 
related to the disciplinary 
content. 



Related Concepts 



Global 
Context 



Global contexts frame a meaningful 
exploration that builds 
understanding of the key and 
related concepts, comprising a 
range of ideas and issues that allow 
for relevance, engagement and a 
direct route of inquiry into next- 

millennium perspectives. 
 





Global Contexts 



= Statement of Inquiry 



The STATEMENT OF INQUIRY: 
• creates a platform for deepening the students’  
  understanding of the topic, 

•  facilitates synergistic thinking, 

•  provides for a universal understanding, 

•  focuses the unit, 

•  is directly tied to the summative assessment. 

• uses language that is meaningful to the learner, 



CRAFTING THE INQUIRY/CONCEPT STATEMENT 

+ CONCEPT CONCEPT + VERB 

PERSPECTIVE 

COMMUNICATION 

BEAUTY 

VALUE 

AUTHORITY 

AESTHETICS INTERPRETATION 

EXPRESSION 

STANDARDS TECHNIQUE SUBJECT 



CRAFTING THE INQUIRY/CONCEPT STATEMENT 

+ CONCEPT CONCEPT + VERB 

Expression challenges authority. 

Perspective determines value. 

Authority influences beauty. 

Values inform perspective. 

Perspective discerns beauty. 

Aesthetics communicate values. 



The study of history develops a sense of identity, 
defends us against propaganda and enriches our 
understanding of human nature. 
 
Knowledge and application of safe practice around 
water environments contributes  to safe choices in, 
on and around water. 
 
Gender discrimination and pre-natal screening lead 
to increased rates of abortion. 



CRAFTING THE INQUIRY/CONCEPT STATEMENT 

+ CONCEPT CONCEPT + VERB 

CONTEXT 

Connections facilitate construction of meaning 
and transfer of knowledge resulting in thoughtful 
expression of ideas. 
 

connections meaning and  
transfer 

personal & cultural 
expression 



--emerges from subject-specific contents, skills & concepts,  
 but is not subject specific. 

The statement of inquiry or concept statement… 
--is a concise statement,  
             not written as an objective, question or skills to develop. 

--is the key element of the unit,  
            what students should remember in the future 

--avoids proper and personal nouns, 

--uses active, present tense verbs to convey a more timeless sense, 

--does not use the verb “to be.” 

CRAFTING THE INQUIRY/CONCEPT STATEMENT 



The use of form, models and measurement will lead to an 
understanding of the impact of scientific and technological advances 
within communities and environments. 
 

The use of form, models and measurement will lead to an 
understanding of the impact of scientific and technological advances 
within communities and environments. 
 

The use of form, models and measurement impact scientific and 
technological  advances. 
 



Students need to be able to recognize the changes that are evidence of chemical 
reactions and determine whether chemical equations are balanced. 
 
 

Humans use their understanding of scientific principles to recognize changes 
that  are evidence of chemical reactions and determine whether chemical 
equations are balanced. 
 

Students need to be able to recognize the changes that are evidence of chemical 
reactions and determine whether chemical equations are balanced. 
 
 

Using their understanding of scientific principles, humans recognize  that  
imbalance creates change. 

Scientific principles prove that imbalance creates change. 



Students will inquire how an author’s use of 
style and theme explore relationships 
in a text. 

Students will inquire how an author’s use of 
style and theme explore relationships 
in a text. 

Authors use style and theme to explore  
relationships between family, friends,  
communities and cultures. 
 

Key concept: connections 
Related concepts: style/theme 
Global Context: identities and relationships 



Artistic creations express the creator’s identity, 
beliefs and values.  



Perspective is shaped by culture, systems and beliefs. 

Culture, systems and beliefs shape perspective. 

Models contextualize change. 

Natural phenomena can be modeled so that change  
can be understood. 

Environmental relationships depend on balance . 

Relationships seek balance. 

CRAFTING THE INQUIRY/CONCEPT STATEMENT 

Establishing patterns in the natural world can help in 
understanding relationships. 
Establishing patterns in the natural world contributes  
to understanding relationships. 



 
Aesthetics 
Change 
Communication  
Communities 
Connections 
Creativity 
Culture 
Development 
Form 
Global interactions 
Identity 
Logic 
Perspective 
Relationships 
Time, place & space 
Systems 
 

Language & literature:  Character, theme, genre 
Lang acquisition:  Word choice, accent, idiom, voice 
Individuals & Societies:  Globalization, power, sustainability 
Sciences:  Energy, transformation, evidence 
Maths:  Measurement, pattern, representation 
Physical & health education:  Balance, movement, systems 
Design:  Form, function, innovation 

CRAFTING THE INQUIRY/CONCEPT STATEMENT 

+ CONCEPT CONCEPT + VERB 

CONTEXT 

Identities and relationships      Personal and cultural expression 
  
Orientation in space and time        Gobalization & sustainability 
 
 Scientific & technical innovation         Fairness & development  
 



Relationships alter the pattern of communication. 
 

. 

Beliefs embed themselves in culture over time. 

 Effective communication contributes to developing global awareness for a  
 sustainable future.  

Creative expression challenges the perspective of its audience. 

Systems interacting effectively build strong relationships. 

Analyzing patterns illuminates conflict in relationships. 

 Interactions of diverse materials spawn change with global consequences. 

Identity emerges from historical context. 

Maximizing efficiency  of systems may diminish undesirable impact. 

Appreciating beliefs, values and perspective influences choice of expression  
and produces a clearer message. 



Does the statement of inquiry transcend the disciplines  
and allow for meaningful inquiry into the concept? 

CRAFTING THE INQUIRY/CONCEPT STATEMENT 

Does the statement of inquiry incorporate the key and  
related concepts and the global context? 
 





future-focused and consequence- 
oriented 

depth 

Who, what, when, where? 
How, why? 
Yes/no, provocative? 
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