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Report to the 2019 ELCA Southeastern Synod Assembly 
Imran Siddiqui 
Synod Vice President 
 
One year ago, you elected me to the office of Vice President at last year’s Synod Assembly. I am grateful 
for the opportunity to serve you and our Synod and mindful of the trust of you have shown in me. I have 
endeavored to act in this spirit of gratefulness and mindfulness over the past year. I have spent much of 
this past year listening and learning about the position that you have elected me to.  
 
As Vice President of the Southeastern Synod, it is my honor and duty to chair meetings of our Synod 
Council.  I feel privileged to serve with a very talented and dedicated group of people whom you have 
chosen as your representatives to our Synod Council. I am grateful for their participation in our meetings 
where they provide their unique perspectives on various issues regarding our Synod. I am thankful for 
their views in the important discussions we have had over the previous year in our Synod Council 
meetings, especially in our conversations regarding issues relating to Synod staffing and increasing the 
diversity of our rostered persons. 
 
Last October I was grateful to be able to attend the Vice President’s Gathering in Chicago. There I was 
able to learn all the diverse and interesting ways our Synods are doing God’s work around the country. I 
was also pleased to find an amazingly supportive community of Synod Vice Presidents dedicated to 
helping each other as we worked to learn how to lead our Synods and Synod Councils. 
 
In the past year, I have also asked the conference representatives on our Synod Council to inform me of 
any important events that are going on in our conferences so that I may be aware of the celebrations 
and commemorations going on in our Synod. I would love the opportunity to celebrate all the wonderful 
things you are doing in our Synod. I have also spent some time at youth events in our Synod, including 
the All Georgia Conference at Camp Grace in Roberta, Georgia, and the SESLYO Assembly at Lutheranch. 
I left both of these events energized, having listened to what our youth are doing and the plans they 
have for our church. And I encouraged them to take a more active role in our congregations and our 
Synod committees, including Synod Council. 
 
We gather this year under the theme “Together in Spirit. Forward in Faith” as we reach the culmination 
of our year-long discernment and conversation regarding our next Southeastern Synod Bishop. I am 
excited to see how we explore this theme as we ponder our unity as a Synod and a Church and make big 
decisions for our future. I am very interested to see the directions that the Spirit moves us. I hope that 
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you will continue to engage in these conversations and prayers over the weekend of our Assembly. To 
help us in our journey, we will be joined by Ms. Mikka McCracken, who is the Director for Planning 
Engagement for ELCA World Hunger. I look forward to her help and guidance over the election of our 
new Bishop. 
 
I wish to express my since gratitude and appreciation for Bishop Julian Gordy, Treasurer Lee Smith, 
Secretary Randy Jones, Synod Fiscal Advisor Sandra Gustavson, and members of the Executive 
Committee for their guidance, assistance, and support in my first year in this position. We are blessed to 
have an Executive Committee that works so well together and enjoys each other’s company. I especially 
want to thank Bishop Gordy for the tireless work he has done for our Synod for the last twelve years. He 
has been a wonderful Bishop for our Synod and we will remember him fondly as he retires from this role 
that he has served in so faithfully. 
 
Also, I wish to congratulate Deacon Michelle Angelet on her new role as Regional Director for Metro 
Atlanta Programs with Inspiritus (formerly known as Lutheran Services of Georgia). Her advice and 
guidance were invaluable to me in my first few months on the job, and I know she will be very successful 
in her new role. 
 
It is an honor and privilege to serve as Vice President of this Synod. I appreciate the work that we all do 
together. Thank you for all of your efforts on behalf of our Synod and our Church. I look forward to 
seeing all of you in Chattanooga, and I pray for your safe travels. 
 
Peace, 
 
Imran Siddiqui 
 


