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Fired Up Structured Note Taking: Keeping Students “En Route” to Success!

Essential Question: How do educators keep the fire burning hot?

Main ldea:

Major Supports:

Assumptions:

Important Quotes:

Class Notes:
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USMAPS
United States Military Academy
Preparatory School

The purpose of the United States Military Academy Preparatory
School (USMAPS) is to prepare candidates selected by the United States
Military Academy Admission’s office for the academic, physical, and
military challenges of the United States Military Academy at West
Point. Selected students (Cadet Candidates) are high school graduates or
enlisted personnel from the Active, Reserve or National Guard force.

Joshua Salisbury

Email: joshua.salisbury@westpoint.edu
Phone: 845.938.1938
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UNITED STATES MILITARY ACADEMY

Visjon

USMAPSIs The Preeminent Prep School ForDeveloping Leaders
Of Character Through A World-Class Academic, Athletic, And
Military Experience To Ensure Success At The United States
Military Academy AndiIn The Army.

L]

Key Tasks

1. Develop Leaders Of Character Committed To The Ideals Of Duty,
Honor, Country, And The Army Ethic

2. Educate, Develop, And Inspire Leaders Of Character To Embrace An
Identity As A Soldier-Scholar And To Build And Enact Their
Intellectual Capacity To Effectively Adapt To Change

3. Improve Overall Fitness (Faster, Stronger), Resilience, And
Toughness; Cadet Candidates Must Be Physically, Mentally, And
Emotionally Ready For The Demands Of USMA And Future Combat

4. Build Foundational Military Competencies Through A Comprehensive
Leader Development And Military Training Program That Initiates
Stewardship Of The Profession Of Arms

5. Inculcate The Army Values And Adherence To Standards And
Discipline
6. Foster A Culture Of Excellence, Continual Improvement, And

Relevance Nested with USMA To Maintain USMAPS As The
Preeminent Path To R-Day and Graduation from USMA

7. Instill A Sense Of Team In Everything We Do

rd
Mission

To Motivate, Prepare, And Evaluate Selected Candidatesin An
Academic, Military, Moral, And Physical Environment, To Perform
Successfully At The United States Military Academy.
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# WEST POINT. Cadet Candidate Life

TYPICAL DAILY SCHEDULE

Morning:

5:30 Wake Up
6:30-7:15 Breakfast
7:45-11:50 Class

Afternoon:

12:00-1:00 Lunch

1:00-2:00 Additional Instruction/ Afternoon Study Period
2:00-3:00 Physical Education / Military Science

3:15-6:00 Intramural, Club or Corp Squad Athletics

Evening:

5:30-7:00 Supper
7:15-9:15 Study Barracks
9:30-10:00 Cadet Duties
10:00 Taps

10:30 Lights Out

*CADET CANDIDATES MUST:

* Gotoclass

* Remain attentive in class

* Hand in assignments

e Be respectful at all times

e ...inshort, act like perfect students!
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USMAPS English

Mission: Prepare Cadet Candidates to succeed at USMA.
The department will accomplish its mission by enabling
Cadet Candidates to do the following:

l. Write out-of-class and in-class essays that are strong in substance,
style, organization, and correctness, all of which result from the

process approach to writing.

Il. Read critically. Instructors will challenge students to read
sophisticated, college-level pieces in an effort to better prepare

them for standardized testing and the rigors of USMA’s curriculum.

1. Speak effectively in class discussions and oral presentations.
Students will deliver at least two formal speeches and a recitation in

addition to regular class discussions.

V. Maximize their potential on the reading and writing portions of
standardized tests. All students will take/retake the Scholastic

Aptitude Test (SAT) in an effort to gain admission to the academy.

V. Document their submissions properly using Modern Language

Association (MLA) format.
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Course Guide
Objectives

1) Organization and Application

2) Active Reading

- Students will utilize modeled
organizational techniques to

- Students will use a structured
notes sheet to engage in active

0 appreciate the value of reading which will help increase

b orderliness and become effective reading comprehension and

J managers of academic course written response quality.

€ material. UEssential Question

(t: UNotebook UMain Idea

i UNotes Major Supports

v QEfficiency L Assumptions

e UAutonomy UImportant Quotations
U Class Notes
UAutonomy

1) Notes check 1) “Boards Check”

A

S O Daily, sporadically, etc. 2) Course guide checks

s O Check to see if the boxes are 3) Writing Exercises

e “full.” 1 will often begin class

s discussions by asking a 4) Essays

> student to read from his or

r: her notes.

n 2) Course guide check

t

. 3) Written Assessments

w — O O -

1. Structured Notes
2. Writing Exercises
3. Class Discussions

1. Class discussions
2. One-on-one instruction
3. WACAs
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Organization
Student Educator

1. Bound and hole 1. All components from

punched student course guide
2. Contains all course 2. Gradebook

documents 3. Assessments
3. Structure 4 Notes

v'Syllabus '

5. Planner

e Objectives

e Assessments with point
breakdown

e Calendar of events
* Essential questions

v'Major Essays with
Rubrics

v'Speech Prompts with
Rubrics (Easy Grading!)

v'Structured Notes Sheets

v'Readings

v Writing Exercises

v'Notes Pages

v'Reference Material

*Electronic notebooks are
in the near future...

v'Lesson Prep and Planning

Serve as a
Model for

Students!




Active Reading

- Structured Notes’ Connection to Syllabus
- Students must read the syllabus for objectives and essential questions
- Must use text index to find reading assignments

Important Quotes:

Weekly Objectives: CCs will... | Date Daily Essentizl Question Requirements/ Assessments
1) Understand the components " e
of a narrative and how the 8-1 ( How does one become a better writer? On Writing’
. . Graff- Preface
author drives his argument
2) Grasp Graff's framework
and his framework’s starting YWhy start here? o ff-Ch 1
point
3) Learn the parts of speech R —_
and how one forms clavses 8-16 How does “k:'l te use © “Once Mor the Lake™
and phrases (LBEH ® asguments
4 C lete USAMAPS
) P;:m‘i;; contract 817 How does Hughes’ narrative differ from tion™ ‘ T 33
&t White’s story? - On W ]’_'1' 11 lg
1) Engage in writing personal How d er 4 Essential Question:
Eufmtres \?‘hﬂe focusingon | g o9 ow does one;ﬁg}t}:ﬁ;ﬁ wiiters words | o e oy s
rainstorming e . .
2) Understand the components Main Jdea:
of exemplification and X e » . .
descriptive writing, 891 H}o;; did Orwell ushei descnptx\'e: o HS\I;;;!;nlg &Eepmf _ _
specifically thesis statements techniques to steer his argument? o . Major Supports: Class Notes:
and claims
3) Document summaries, < “Falling Down is Part of
paraphrases, and quotations 8-23 Really, nursery thymes? G 2 o
. rowing Up
4) Construct sentences in all
fundamental variations
5) Submut BWSE and HWE 1.1 How does Lewis describe the changein | @  “from the Blind Side”
to archive 824 the game? o BCHEipha
1) Engage in writing
exemplification and - How does a writer artfully inteprate
definition responses while 827 others’ ideas? o Graff- Ch. 3 and Ch. 4
focusing on mtegrating cited
material
2) Understand Graff's three .
ways to respond to a 828 How does Cunningham’s challenge the o “Whr Women Smile”
conversation paradigm of a woman’s smile? -
3) Understand the components
of exemplification and
definition writing, specifically :
thesis statements and claims 8-30 What do Dillard’s examples reveal? o “An American Childhood” -\SSUﬂ\PUOMI
4) Master parts of speech,
clavses and phrases, and
~ sentence construction o “Mommy, What does Nigger
5) Brainstorm for HWE 1.2 8-31 How do you define words? Mean?”
< PC Bravo
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Branklin D. Rooseveli and the New Deal- Chapter 3
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Main Idea:
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Major Supports:

Class Notes:
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Student Samples

Survey:

The course guide was...

Extremely helpful
Very helpful
Somewhat helpful
Not so helpful
Not at all helpful

el Booncs an oommmdy -
'Ppit’,yc Sarmaer i o

s b g Wiy ~Results~
Lo y r 64.3% responded “Extremely helpful”
— Reltef, recoreey, reform | 32.1% responded “Very helpful”

—dpsad fide Ao N= 93 students

vea}u&o S Ma«JA %

d*oh_mar kr_.d,r-‘ 5 dees isﬁb A
Franklin D. Roosevelt 1% Fireside Chat
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Class Notes:

| Major Supports:
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J“"*’ Jy uf,w, f,_‘g N sl /

"Jalﬂ(f\ L tniary sl Yb'(J'rKf-l-'c‘-M‘!J
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Lum—zw!@m.f;—rlm

(kbfb,: I

getting to the point where
| can understand what the
author's main idea is on
my own.”

N
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Important Quotes:
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Student feedback:
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“The course guide

helps a lot; it
makes you read the
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Frankiin D. Roosevelt and the New Deal (Ch. 3)
William E. Leuchtenburg A 5

Timeline of Events for the first hundred days...
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Student Samples

Student feedback:

Esscntal Question: f'u‘f\r)* HULP\:-U\G d‘? ‘\

Main Idea:

T e 10205 | sucegore  woms  wluestwe i Ave kool ool el

sakl vt St mervek  clmshed  ond covad e (heeed Degreshior
ord @m0 hewd  Heserk  Moer docd bo cousbuiedd g

Major Supports: Class Notes:

irgsked ke groct .wxmme\j crmazes WS leodeisiio

ped W vy Ceackd

* Pradoricod  Towwnc - oreges VD an na .

e ;}A ke s il | liked having to do the work

Mok . wag BB e e on my own and then

+ Eveovprs
ok Tvi Sarve  “Wane,
# Qeophe  woere 3‘,:‘,“.:\‘
+ foower  speek o lob b fvesy
fnd AETRNE o i Ao

* Hoprec s renanod baak
e I Seae ABT 05 Door o . - sordked  on Soed | Shedd ,E@A\V‘\ . . oy s
Raiioeiudiall i iff“\m? discussing it in class the next

ety ok powk wleete paog rogged

gy ok el v A oad day. The course guide was my
_ o e sveion o food and asodly favorite method c?f class work
C £ e s by far”
(T =3 il \ Poogle.  Slawned  Vimovwe
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[ COI N N
¥

Ve ?
- o G w s o N
hopne & Foc Rz S ) e W‘; ;V"Q«'\Pf 0
g e %
SR e e el oy ond

v o onenn

o Eumuﬁ‘r-\“-c\ wozedy Aoy et
and  Hooee cowdd a0k owk et

exovan-
—
 Lonekhenibede e fideed Yeouer ord

Important Quotes: g
B e did vk Ao ooagihoes,
B, 3us "Precrgitatwo, e Ged Dugresmion -So 3 * ExlL By,

B 895 " Hover  laimedd .

Pa. 347 Soces € a punges” F |

¢
[ Tidess A Eo Dok wen (.v-«.m-l'.c) Vowd Ay it “hemcdus . T

\ Papncoete -
(el proteoen Browded  PLIGL wodin preay EDs, bude FoDmuel A
. Py 5 _
St u d € nt fee d b ac k : propt wawt donding  odueleuag a5 A 'P—m?\a_ novgink Aved  sen-e cvoild vaf
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| Major Supports: Class Notes:
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Frougyek u-E e Ut howa e uteusnd
inoancel§ tens of Win e shelie
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sidoak ASLS AT mewn
e s il ‘UJM\"“” ,/':)\ﬂmfv\\ 1’\;3\!\?1&@3 Aced

¢ ddrenls
—_—

- STy e Lw-x.w‘a\mu‘uwfr\k

s MPemy ek poege o cwdtay ek
2 Feas i | sl B to Yo tatsene Wanties

S Tre (WA wen muceesfd ok bewng Y

e ?5'\1?7\1.

e T i Xk PPt wois e edes o Cupiy

“ h ks fmm oM e,
Chapter Vi s e W G G gl Tl
- swfr & powes S

summaries are el T 6 e
i St g | g . e lese.  motvednon
extremely helpful
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W)
i
WACA Student feedback:

Obijective: Write a summary in keepmng with Graff’s ideas: “... 2 summary must at once be true to what the
original author says while also emphasizing those aspects of what the author says that interest you™ (31).

Task: Summarize *“On Writing.”

+2% Focus:

“I'learn best by
talking through it...
[Y]ou showed us

Active
Reading

different ways to
approach essays and
WACASs.”

Class
Note taking | |)jsc(ssions

Writing
Exercises

Ouodtvne Es Sy Tdea B

E—
™ @‘“‘“‘“
Afvougpy  Ie0s Riohe  poosals  Adwanistednen caasded

]
|
[
vv I Il l el I PPS od wdped  greo U, vSmsteashve i faded f
I
]

‘o eddwess  he  nedd For howsvay | as o Pegutt

D ra¥Y al 2N N\ C D J
IN\COPJUIISC hisortons ofron  overltol. e G Yehind  tny
Il{ﬁ\")\c}ﬁ%f\ ‘
I
o 5 ;:
TNESTS — Lo Argrid e proonp’c |
Student feedback: CQReahsszness 7 P
3. Ty Semy, T 530 T
/ o QaSulrediony !
" ekl I

“1 like that the

instructor has a course y
guide that laid out the Te Clh Whed  veglafs s b oph puge ot

w L ran Tl it LS spovdine.

. SM%\ ok T, Avd R cecalde o T _&4,__;\..-‘\___‘\ i :h“ef' e I

class layout. | also like i S - A% NS N _

1 1 ond  Slavid  hae ‘i)\«}.‘\ L tha vOANAR preie o o0 Il
the in class WACA with s g " uice SRR \

direct feedback.” e shed Rob did

I
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Discussion

How do we keep this fire going?

How can | make these techniques
work in my classroom?

How can | inspire students to use
these methods in other disciplines?

Limitations:

Initial preparation

Course guide construction!

Students lose course guide

Electronic frontier

Why not binders?

Instructor energy

Enabling vs. Scaffolding vs. Autonomy

~NOUITRWN R
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Notes:
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