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April 1
Text: John 9
Author: Matt Giebler
Prayer Focus: Jesus, don’t let me miss out on something good You 
have in store because I don’t understand what You are doing.

BONUS: Join us at noon today at Freedom Springs Aquatic Center (just 
west of Greenwood Middle School—at the intersection of Averitt and 
Stop 18 Rd.) for 10-15 minutes of prayer. And if you’re able, let’s grab a 
quick lunch together afterwards at a nearby restaurant.

Jesus said that pain happens for more than one reason. We 
sometimes suffer not because we’ve sinned, but so God can be 
glorified in us. God can work through our pain to reflect his glory. 
Sometimes he heals, and at other times he uses our problems to 
deepen our trust in him and transform our attitudes. Many of us 
deal with physical issues that frustrate us. But our weaknesses 
can allow God to reveal his strength. Our challenges are an 
opportunity for God to shine. 

Jesus’ disciples just knew someone’s physical suffering meant 
punishment for sin. But Jesus said it wasn’t; just an opportunity 
for God to work. The Pharisees just knew God would never work 
through anyone who didn’t slavishly follow their traditions. But 
when Jesus—who clearly had the power of God—encountered 
someone in need, he helped them—traditions notwithstanding. 

God is bigger than our traditions, experiences, and biases. We’re 
all more comfortable with certain people and places than others, 
but God is Lord of them all. Are we open to the possibility that 
God might reveal himself through someone who thinks, speaks, 
looks, dresses, or sings differently than we do? It’s okay to have 
questions—even doubts. It’s good to think. We’re all looking for 
answers. But let’s not make the mistake of rejecting the truth 
entirely just because it comes in a surprising package. Jesus was 
the Messiah prophets had predicted for centuries, but when he 
came, he wasn’t exactly what the Jews expected. So, they rejected 
him, and missed out on the redemption and new life he offered. 
Let’s not allow that to happen to us.
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April 2
Text: John 10
Author: Clint Whitson
Prayer Focus: Jesus, help me follow you!

In John chapter 10 Jesus is describing himself and his mission on 
earth to a group of religious leaders, known as Pharisees, using 
the example of a shepherd and his sheep. This illustration would 
have been very familiar to this audience. In those days many 
people owned sheep and would have known exactly what it meant 
to be a shepherd. 

As the passage unfolds we see Jesus making two very specific 
claims. First, he likens himself to the gate that sheep use to enter 
the sheep pen. In verse 7, Jesus says, “Very truly I tell you, I am the 
gate for the sheep,” and in verse 9 “I am the gate; whoever enters 
through me will be saved.” The shepherd brings his sheep back to 
the pen after a day of grazing out in the pastures. The pen is a safe 
place with walls or fencing to protect the sheep from predators. 
And there would typically only be one way in and one way out—
through the gate. Jesus is explaining that, similar to how the gate 
to the sheep pen leads to safety for the sheep, he is the gate to 
salvation for his people. 

The second specific claim that Jesus makes is that he is the 
Shepherd. In verse 11 Jesus says, “I am the good shepherd. The 
good shepherd lays down his own life for his sheep,” and in verse 
14, “I am the good shepherd. I know my sheep and my sheep 
know me.” Jesus explains here that sheep and their shepherd 
have a very special relationship. Sheep know the voice of their 
shepherd and will only follow that voice. Jesus also explains that 
the good shepherd will lay down his life for his sheep. Unlike a 
hired assistant who might run away when a wolf comes to attack, 
the good shepherd never runs and is willing to risk his own life to 
protect the sheep.

In these few short passages Jesus gives us much insight into who 
he is and the love he has for his people. The claims that Jesus 
makes here require us to stop and reflect on just how close our 
relationship with him is. Do we truly know Jesus, our shepherd? 
Are we able to hear Jesus’ voice speaking to us above all the other 
voices in our lives? Are we confident that we’re heading in the 
direction of Jesus’ gate or someone else’s?
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April 3
Text: John 11
Author: Matt Giebler
Prayer Focus: Jesus, please take care of me!

Jesus’ friend Lazarus got sick. But rather than rush to his bedside, 
Jesus stayed put and let Lazarus die, knowing he would raise him 
from the dead a short time later. Many people grieved, but Jesus 
had a plan they knew nothing about. When Jesus finally reached 
the village of Bethany, he was confronted by Lazarus’ sister 
Martha, who was hoping he would raise her brother from the dead. 
Next, Jesus saw the sadness of Mary, Lazarus’ other sister. And 
even knowing he would later resurrect Lazarus, Jesus wept over 
His friends’ sorrow, illustrating that God knows, feels, and walks 
with us in our pain.

At the time of Lazarus’ death, Jesus had already been there at 
Creation, turned water into wine, healed hundreds of sick and 
crippled people, cast out demons, calmed a stormy sea, fed 
thousands with a sack lunch, walked on water, and raised two 
other people from the dead. So, should we consider it implausible 
that Jesus could bring a dead man back after four days? Not on 
your life!

If Jesus could raise Lazarus from the dead, then he’s more than 
capable of taking care of us. Others didn’t see it, but Jesus 
knew what he was doing. Mary and Martha had wanted him to 
make their sick brother well, but he had bigger plans.  Jesus had 
predicted his own death and resurrection, and he demonstrated 
through Lazarus his power to keep that promise. Jesus is a 
promise keeper, and he takes care of those who belong to him.
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April 4
Text: John 12
Author: Matt Giebler
Prayer Focus: Jesus, save me!

At first glance, at Jesus’ Triumphal Entry into Jerusalem, it appears 
as though hundreds of people turned out to worship Jesus as the 
Messiah they’d been awaiting for centuries. What drew part of the 
crowd to this scene was the fact that Jesus had just raised his 
friend Lazarus from the dead in John 11, and people came out to 
see what other cool things Jesus might do. Those who had come 
to Jerusalem from Galilee would already have known about Jesus’ 
other miracles, and may have wished that Jesus would announce 
himself as the awaited Messiah. That would explain their shouting, 
“Hosanna!” (“Save us!”) and giving him such messianic titles as “he 
who comes in the name of the Lord” and “King of Israel.” 

This “Triumphal Entry” announced the culmination of Jesus’ 
ministry, but not in the way people expected. At this time in history, 
the Jews were not a free people.  Their land was occupied by the 
Roman Empire, and the Jews anticipated a military Messiah who 
would come in and kick some tail. But Jesus arrived on a donkey 
(a symbol of peace), not a warhorse. The people were looking for 
a magnificent, enemy-conquering entrance, but Jesus came in a 
much humbler way.

And yet it was in that unlikely way—a way no one but he 
understood at the time—that Jesus brought about deliverance. He 
didn’t give Rome the boot from Israel, but he did set people free. In 
fulfillment of numerous ancient prophecies, the innocent, sinless 
Son of God surrendered his authority and took on himself every 
sin of every person who ever has or ever will occupy this planet—
every rebellious attitude, every greedy maneuver, every hateful 
word, every lustful fantasy, every murderous intent, every wicked, 
impure, disobedient action ever conceived or perpetrated—and 
died on a cross, humiliated like a criminal and cut off from God, for 
every last one of them.  
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April 5
Text: John 13
Author: Matt Giebler
Prayer Focus: Jesus, teach me to serve as you do.

Jesus’ ministry was nearing its culmination. He had just invested 
three years of his life in his disciples. They had walked and talked 
together. They had shared meals. They had heard him teach, and 
answer difficult questions. They had seen him perform numerous 
miracles. Jesus was unequivocally the leader of this group. And he 
knew he was about to part ways with his disciples and walk alone 
to the cross. This would have been an opportune time for a tribute 
night. Jesus and his friends could have told stories and reminisced 
about the good times they’d shared together. (Maybe they did.) 
Since Jesus was the leader, he could have hinted ahead of time 
that this night was kind of a big deal, and prompted a few of his 
disciples to give speeches about what a great guy he was, and 
maybe present him a commemorative plaque to thank him for all 
he’d done.

But instead of taking the seat of honor, Jesus stepped away from 
the table, filled a bowl with water, wrapped himself in a towel, and 
began to wash and dry his disciples’ feet. And what he did was 
about much more than sanitizing dirty feet. Jesus was in charge. 
He could easily have delegated the foot-washing to one or more 
of his disciples. But he didn’t; Jesus chose to serve. He didn’t say, 
“Look at me”; he said, “Follow me.” Not “Check out what I can do,” 
but, “Do as I do.”  Jesus knew that servanthood is caught more 
than taught, so he modeled it for his followers. Love means doing 
more than you have to.

If the Master is willing to serve, then his servants have no excuse. 
We all influence others in different ways. And for those who look 
to us, we have a responsibility to set the tone. Jesus did more 
than he had to. And as we go the extra mile, above and beyond, 
we become more like him, and help others to see him. Jesus said 
that when we know what to do, and we actually do it, both we and 
others are blessed.
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April 6
Text: John 14
Author: Mason Powell
Prayer Focus: Jesus, give me your Spirit to help me follow you!

Jesus is having one final meal with his closest followers, and 
working to prepare them for what is to come. By this point 
he has shown them an example of service by washing their 
feet. He has told them one of them will betray him, and even 
predicted that Peter will soon deny Him. He has given them a new 
commandment—to be people who love others as he has loved 
them.

Imagine what they must be thinking in this moment. Jesus has 
just told them in chapter 13 to love others the way he has loved 
them, and shown them what that looks like. Surely, they are 
thinking about many other times he has showed them love and 
thinking how impossible it would be to love like Jesus. But Jesus 
knows this. He knows how impossible it will be for sinful people 
to love like he does. Unless he does something radical. Unless he 
provides them power to love like him.

So Jesus tells them that this is only possible through him. In verse 
6, Jesus says, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one 
comes to the Father except through me.” Jesus is the source of our 
power to live and love like him. He not only claims to be our means 
of access to God, but he promises a Helper—the Holy Spirit—who 
will give his followers the power to obey his command to love 
others like he has loved us. On our own, we could never keep 
Jesus’ command, but he is the way, and he has given those who 
follow him his Spirit to help us follow that way.




