
Pray 21
WEEK 1



March 25
Text: John 2
Author: Kathy Stahlhut
Prayer Focus: God, help my selfish heart care for what you care 
about.

BONUS: Join us at noon today at the gazebo (201 E. Main St. 
in Greenwood) near the Main St. fire station for 10-15 minutes 
of prayer. And if you’re able, let’s grab a quick lunch together 
afterwards at a nearby restaurant.

Have you ever thrown a fit? Ever been so mad that you broke 
something? One time I was so mad that I threw a grilled cheese 
sandwich at Tom for coming home an hour late for dinner. Granted 
that was MANY years ago! And it wasn’t a hill I really wanted to 
die on. I was just mad. I had to apologize and ask his forgiveness, 
and he accepted. Thank goodness! Emotional outbursts show the 
condition of our hearts. We may get mad and throw a few things 
to make a point. But rarely do emotional outbursts bring about 
desired results. God made us to be emotional people, but he also 
gave us his guidebook to help us navigate them.

However, in John 2, we see our beloved Jesus with raw emotion.  “In 
the temple courts he found men selling cattle, sheep and doves, 
and others sitting at tables exchanging money. So, he made a 
whip out of cords, and drove all from the temple area, both sheep 
and cattle; he scattered the coins of the money changers and 
overturned their tables. To those who sold doves he said, ‘Get 
these out of here! How dare you turn my Father’s house into a 
market?’” I don’t know about you, but I was glad to see this gentle 
man throw down for a change! Our gentle, loving leader absolutely 
identifies with our human emotions! However, it wasn’t just 
because he didn’t get his way or his spouse was late for dinner. It 
was for a good reason and he explained why. It was a hill he was 
willing to stand on and fight for.

In our anger, we must ask ourselves, “What do I want?” Most of 
the time, we want our way – selfishness. Is that way so important 
that it becomes a hill you must fight for, or are you just mad?  
Remember that Jesus never lived for himself but for the glory 
of his father. In this scene, Jesus cleared the temple to keep it 
a sacred place – not a marketplace. It was a hill worth fighting 
for. One definition of love is this: “Giving of myself sacrificially in 
pursuit of another’s highest good.” Jesus always did that. What a 
great challenge for us today. How can you show your love by giving 
sacrificially in pursuit of another’s highest good?
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March 26
Text: John 3
Author: Darren Habig
Prayer Focus: Jesus, help us to see our greatest need and its 
fulfillment in you!

The first 14 verses of John chapter 3 are awesome! We are all born 
of “flesh” when our mothers give birth to us. To have eternal life, 
Jesus tells us we must be “born again” and “born of the Spirit.” 
Otherwise, we are left with living in the worldly flesh. Verse 6 - That 
which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the 
Spirit is spirit. The world is shocked and confused by the “born 
again” concept, but Jesus is very clear on what it takes to see the 
kingdom of God.

Jesus said in John 3:16, “For God so loved the world, that he gave 
his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but 
have eternal life.” This is such a wonderful truth, but that is not the 
only verse in John chapter 3. Look at verse 17: “For God did not send 
his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the 
world might be saved through him.” Many believe Jesus came to 
condemn the world, but plainly we see here He did not. He came 
with 100% truth and 100% grace to save ALL people!

The chapter concludes with Jesus being exalted by John the 
Baptist. John knew his role and that was to come ahead of Jesus to 
proclaim His name above all names and “introduce” Jesus to the 
world. I gain so much encouragement and hope in these verses 
knowing I am part of the same body. It makes me want to focus 
heavenward and allow the Holy Spirit to work in and through me so 
the name of Jesus Christ will be glorified.
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March 27
Text: John 4
Author: Steve Weber
Prayer Focus: Who do you need to share your Jesus story with?

Mother Teresa once said, “Never worry about numbers. Help one 
person at a time and always start with the person nearest you.” In 
the story of the Samaritan woman meeting Jesus at the well (John 
4:11-15), we read about a lady focused on getting water for her daily 
needs. In his conversation with the woman, Jesus led her to focus 
on her greater, eternal need of knowing the one and only living 
God through him. In this encounter Jesus broke down the barriers 
of culture, sex, and racism that held her in bondage. By doing so 
Jesus turned the Samaritan woman’s attention away from her 
circumstances and toward him (John 4:16-26).  

As a result of this encounter not only was one person’s life 
radically changed and drawn into a personal relationship 
with Jesus Christ, but her whole town was impacted by her 
testimony (John 4:39). How many times are we too focused on our 
circumstances, needs, and duties? God can and will use us to 
impact others for His eternal purpose of expanding His kingdom.  

People who need to know Jesus as their Lord and Savior don’t 
need another lecture. They need to be encouraged to place their 
trust in the difference that knowing Jesus personally and growing 
through the leadership and power of the Holy Spirit can make in 
their lives, and God wants to use you to make that happen. We all 
have our stories to tell—what’s yours and who will you share it 
with today?
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March 28
Text: John 5
Author: Tim Stark
Prayer Focus: Jesus, help me to trust you in my circumstances

BONUS: Join us at noon today at the outdoor fountain at 
Greenwood Park Mall (between BJ’s Brewhouse and the 
Cheesecake Factory) for 10-15 minutes of prayer. And if you’re able, 
let’s grab a quick lunch together at the food court afterwards.

Jesus is not a manipulator. He’s not domineering. He’s not 
condescending. He’s not dismissive, distracted, or disinterested. 
He’s not a procrastinator or a show-off or a braggart. He doesn’t 
exaggerate His abilities, insist on blind obedience, or embarrass 
people for cheap laughs. We can be as grateful for who Jesus 
is not as we are blessed to know who he is. We can get to know 
him as much by what he doesn’t do and doesn’t say as we can by 
noticing what he has said and done. 

The man at Bethesda Pool had no clue who the man was who 
healed him. Turns out he didn’t need to know anything specific 
about Jesus. Listening and responding was enough to change 
his life for the better and forever. He was asked a straightforward 
question, offered an honest explanation, and, beyond all 
expectation, he was instantly walking around for the first time in 
at least 38 years. Jesus didn’t ask unnecessary questions (What’s 
wrong with you anyway? Are you worth helping? Will you waste my 
gift on sinful things? What did you do to deserve this problem?). 
Jesus didn’t expect this man to know everything about him, his 
mission, and who he was. Jesus invited the crippled man to listen, 
trust, and obey. He did, and he was healed.

Have you trusted Jesus in your own situation? Are you learning 
more about who he isn’t? Not a dictator. Not a cruel, angry enemy. 
Not a mysterious trickster. “Just” a loving, healing, empathetic 
friend who happens to be the Creator and Sustainer of the 
universe who died for the world’s sins and rose to eternal life 
which he is ready and willing to share with us—one person at a 
time—by asking a simple question: “Do you want to get well?”
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March 29
Text: John 6
Author: Coty Stiltner
Prayer Focus: Jesus, do I want you, or what you can offer?

John 6 opens with a story that is often taught to Christian children 
at a really early age. A story of God’s miraculous provision! Jesus 
feeding the 5,000 is one of the most popular and referenced 
stories from his ministry and yet when reading this passage today 
there is a good chance you realized that in context, this story is 
about much, much more than Jesus picking up the tab for lunch! 
There was a boy who gave up his lunch to feed 5,000 people, and 
yet for some reason, this is where a lot of our conversations stop. 
What we neglect is this incredibly important conversation that 
happens the next day between Jesus and the crowds following 
him.

It turns out if you feed 5,000 people out of thin air they are going to 
find you even if you try to escape in the night. We read that Jesus 
leaves the crowds behind and when they realize his absence they 
chase after him in hot pursuit. On surface level this sounds great! 
People chasing after Jesus sounds great! Until we read that Jesus 
calls them out because their hearts are not set on knowing Him 
better but instead on the free food! (v.26) The people have come 
for more bread and Jesus knows this. Jesus tries to explain to the 
crowds that they are missing a great opportunity to dig into the 
Bread of Life. They are missing the opportunity to know God more. 
This crowd wants miracles, not the Miracle Maker.

What Jesus does next is explain their mistake with a reminder 
of their history. It turns out this isn’t the first time the Jews have 
complained about the bread God sent. (See Numbers 11:1-9.) Jesus 
wants to make it very clear that just as food (John 6) and water 
(John 4) are necessary for earthly life, a relationship with him is 
necessary for spiritual life. So the question becomes, Are you 
chasing the things that nourish your earthly life, or are you chasing 
the things that nourish your spiritual life? When was a time you 
chased a miracle instead of the Miracle Maker? Has this become a 
pattern in your life?



6

March 30
Text: John 7
Author: Matt Giebler
Prayer Focus: Jesus help me in my unbelief!

In John 7, the Jewish Festival of Tabernacles took place. Jesus 
steered clear of Jerusalem because the Jewish leaders there, 
who felt threatened by him, wanted to kill him. Meanwhile, Jesus’ 
brothers wanted him to expand his influence by performing more 
public miracles. The crowds wanted to see Jesus, but no one 
wanted any trouble with the religious leaders, so they whispered 
about Jesus without speaking of him publicly. 

Jesus confounded many people. Without formal education, he 
taught with great wisdom, and attributed all of it to God. He worked 
miracles, yet some insisted that he did so with demonic power. 
He promised to send his Spirit, and predicted that he would return 
to the Father, and people just didn’t get it. So public opinion was 
divided. Some of the people said, “He’s a good man,” while others 
believed he was a con artist. Some believed Jesus was a prophet, 
while others were convinced he was the long-awaited Messiah. 
Some people wanted to arrest Jesus. Others wanted to make him 
king.

We are blessed to have the New Testament (especially the four 
Gospels—Matthew, Mark, Luke and John) to help us discover who 
Jesus is. But even today, questions about Jesus abound. Some 
people suggest he never existed. Even with all the scriptures have 
to say about Jesus, we’re still sometimes tempted to question 
whether he cares for us. Doubts and questions can be hard, but 
they go hand in hand with the limitations of our humanity. And 
because Jesus is God, he’s not afraid of our skepticism. He doesn’t 
always answer our questions in the way we expect, but faith 
doesn’t require having all the answers. Jesus has provided plenty 
of evidence to help us believe, but he doesn’t fill in every blank. 
Instead, he urges us to keep seeking the truth, and to trust him. 
Who do you believe Jesus is?




