
 
“I am The Way, the Truth and the Life” 

John 14:6-7 
 
What does scripture say? 
John 14:6-7 -- 6Jesus answered, "I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes 
to the Father except through me. 7If you really knew me, you would know my Father as 
well. From now on, you do know him and have seen him." 
 
Acts 4:12 -- 12Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven 
given to men by which we must be saved." 
 
John 17:3 -- 3Now this is eternal life: that they may know you, the only true God, and 
Jesus Christ, whom you have sent. 
 
John 3:18 -- 18Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not 
believe stands condemned already because he has not believed in the name of God's 
one and only Son. 
 
2 Thessalonians 1: 8-9 -- 8He will punish those who do not know God and do not obey 
the gospel of our Lord Jesus. 9They will be punished with everlasting destruction and 
shut out from the presence of the Lord and from the majesty of his power. 
 
1 John 5:12 -- 12He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God does 
not have life. 
 
Luke 12:8 -- 8"I tell you, whoever acknowledges me before men, the Son of Man will 
also acknowledge him before the angels of God. 
 
Matthew 7:13-14 --  13"Enter through the narrow gate. For wide is the gate and broad 
is the road that leads to destruction, and many enter through it. 14But small is the gate 
and narrow the road that leads to life, and only a few find it. 
 
Romans 10:9 – 9If you confess with your mouth, "Jesus is Lord," and believe in your 
heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 
 
What is the problem? 
Christians are a small minority in the world.  Approximately four out of every five people 
on the face of the earth believe in gods other than the Christian God.  The more than 
five billion [now six billion] people who live on earth revere or worship more than three 
hundred gods.  If one includes the animist or tribal religions, the number rises to more 
than three thousand.  Are we to believe that only Christians are right? 
  Charles Templeton in Farewell to God 
 



I am absolutely against any religion that says than one faith is superior to another.  I 
don’t see how that is anything different than spiritual racism.  It’s a way of saying that 
we are closer to God than you, and that’s what leads to hatred. 
  Rabbi Schumley Boteach in a CNN interview, January 13, 2000 
 
If Jesus was literally God incarnate, and if it is by his death alone that men can be saved, 
and by their response to him alone that they can appropriate that salvation, then the 
only doorway to eternal life is Christian faith.  It would follow from this that the large 
majority of the human race so far has not been saved.  But is it credible that the loving 
God and Father of all men has decreed that only those born within one particular thread 
of human history shall be saved? 
 John Hick  in “Jesus and the World Religions” 
 
How could there by just one true faith?  It’s arrogant to say your religion is superior and 
try to convert everyone else to it.  Surely all of the religions are equally good and valid 
for meeting the needs of their particular followers. 
 Blair, a 24 year old living in Manhattan 
 
The pluralist’s view 
God has made different religions to suit different aspirants, times and countries.  All 
doctrines are only so many paths, but a path is by no means God himself.  Indeed, one 
can reach God if one follows any of the paths with wholehearted devotion.  One may 
eat a cake with icing either straight or sidewise.  It will taste sweet either way.  As one 
and the same material, water, is called by different names by different peoples, one 
calls it water, another eau, a third aqua, and another wasser, so the one Everlasting-
Intelligent-Bliss is invoked by some as God, by some as Allah, by some as Jehovah, and 
by others as Brahman.  As one can ascend to the top of a house by means of a ladder or 
a bamboo or a staircase or a rope, so diverse are the ways and means to approach God, 
and every religion in the world shows one of these ways. 
 Ramakrishna 
 
 
The three analogies… 

 The stream 

 The mountain 

 The blind men and the elephant 
 
Visions of Truth 

 “What’s true for you is true for you and what’s true for me is what’s true for 
me.” 

 “Truth is whatever you sincerely believe” 

 “There is no such thing as absolute truth.” 

 “It isn’t wrong to think you are right, but it isn’t right to think others are wrong.” 



 
 
Is Christianity alone in making exclusive claims? 
Islam makes it incumbent on all adult males, provided they are not disabled or 
incapacitated, to prepare themselves for the conquest of other countries so that the 
writ of Islam is obeyed in every country in the world. 
 Ayatollah Khomeini 
 
There are two parties in all the world: the party of Allah and the party of Satan – the 
party of Allah which stands under the banner of Allah and bears his insignia, and the 
party of Satan, which includes every community, group, race and individual that does 
not stand under the banner of Allah. 
 Sayyid Qutb 
 
The Jews and Christians are infidels, enemies of Allah, his Messenger and the believers.  
They deny and curse Allah and his Messenger…How can we draw near to these infidels?  
They deny even the messengers sent to them.  They do not believe in Moses, they do 
not believe in Jesus – because if they really believed in them, they would join Islam 
because every prophet heralded to his nation the coming of the Prophet Mohammed 
and the need to believe in him. 
 Sheik Marzouq Salem Al-Ghamdi 
 
Are all religions the same? 
How can you believe that all religions are essentially the same when so many of these 
religions contradict each other?  For example, Christianity says that Christ came so 
people could have life, have it more abundantly and have it eternally.  Buddhism and 
Hinduism, on the other hand, teach that life is a great evil.  What we should seek after is 
the ending of all personal life in nirvana, where the individual drop of water, as an 
individual life, falls back into the ocean and all conscious existence ceases.  This is what 
Buddhism and Hinduism offer to humanity – the cessation of personal consciousness.  
Life is perceived to be miserable.  Both Hinduism and its reformed aspect of Buddhism, 
which is sort of a Protestant version of Hinduism, teach the same thing – the cessation 
of life.  Christ, however, teaches eternal life in paradise.  Are those the same thing? 
Islam vigorously teaches that there is one God.  Hinduism, on the other hand, teaches 
that there at least 300 million gods.  Are those the same thing? You are telling me all 
religions are the same?  I suggest you go home and learn something about a religion 
before you talk about it because nothing could possibly be further from the truth than 
that. 

R.C. Sproul in response to  a Baha’i priest challenging him on the basis of 
Christianity’s intolerance 

 
Hinduism differs from Christianity and other monotheistic religions in that it does not 
have the following: 



• a single founder, 
• a specific theological system, 
• a single concept of deity, 
• a single holy text, 
• a single system of morality, 
• a central religious authority, 
• the concept of a prophet.  
 
Lessons  from the Qur’an 
53:38 – No soul shall bear another’s burden and each man shall be judged by his own 
labors. 
19:88-91 – Those who say “The Lord of Mercy has begotten a son” preach a monstrous 
falsehood, at which the very heavens might crack, the earth break asunder and the 
mountains crumble to dust…that they should ascribe a son to the Merciful when it does 
not become Him to beget one. 
 
Unsophisticated religious pluralism responds to the phenomenon of religious diversity 
by saying, “They’re all true!  All of the world’s religions are basically saying the same 
thing.” Now this view, which one often hears expounded by laypeople and college 
sophomores, is rooted in ignorance of what the world’s great religions teach.  Anyone 
who has studied comparative religions knows that the worldviews propounded by these 
religions are often diametrically opposite one another.  Just take Islam and Buddhism, 
for example.  Their worldviews have almost nothing in common.  Islam believes that 
there is a personal God who is omnipotent, omniscient, and who has created the world.  
It believes that people are sinful and in need of God’s forgiveness, that everlasting 
heaven or hell awaits us after death, and that we must earn our salvation by faith and 
righteous deeds.  Buddhism denies all of these things.  For the classic Buddhist ultimate 
reality is impersonal, the world is uncreated, there is no enduring self, life’s ultimate 
goal is not personal immortality but annihilation, and the ideas of sin and salvation play 
no role at all. 
  William Lane Craig in Hard Questions, Real Answers 
 
If it is arrogant and immoral to hold a religious belief that is rejected by most other 
people and that implies that their religious beliefs are false, then it follows that the 
religious pluralist himself is arrogant and immoral.  For he thinks everybody else’s 
religious beliefs are false, that the religious pluralist alone has seen the truth.  Only 
religious pluralists, who are a tiny minority of mankind, are right, and everybody else is 
wrong. 
  William Lane Craig in Hard Questions, Real Answers 
 
If Christians are right about Jesus being God, then Jews and Muslims fail in a serious way 
to love God as God really is, but if Muslims and Jews are right that Jesus is not God but 
rather a teacher or prophet, then Christians fail in a serious way to love God as God 
really is. 



 Tim Keller quoting a Muslim cleric in an interfaith dialogue in NYC 
 
The problem with saying that all faiths point to the same God who is an all-loving Spirit 
in the universe is the inconsistency of that position. It insists that doctrine is 
unimportant but at the same time assumes doctrinal beliefs about the nature of God 
that are at loggerheads with those of all the major faiths.  Buddhism doesn’t believe in a 
personal God at all.  Judaism, Christianity and Islam believe in a God who holds people 
accountable for their beliefs and practices and whose attributes could not all be reduced 
to love.  Ironically, the insistence that doctrines do not matter is really a doctrine itself.  
It holds a specific view of God, which is touted as superior and more enlightened than 
the beliefs of most major religions.  So the proponents of this view do the very thing 
they forbid in others. 
 
Skeptics believe that any exclusive claims to a superior knowledge of spiritual reality 
cannot be true.  But this objection is itself a religious belief.  It assumes God is 
unknowable, or that God is loving but not wrathful, or that God is an impersonal force 
rather than a person who speaks in Scripture. All of these are unprovable faith 
assumptions.  It is no more narrow to claim that one religion is right than to claim that 
one way to think about all religions (namely that all are equal) is right.  We are all 
exclusive in or beliefs about religion, but in different ways. 
  Tim Keller in The Reason for God 
 
Jeremiah 8:11 -- 11 They dress the wound of my people as though it were not serious. 
         "Peace, peace," they say,   when there is no peace. 
 
The uniqueness of Jesus 
 No one – not Buddha, not Confucius, not Moses, not Mohammed -- ever made the 
claims Jesus did…”I am the Bread of Life.” “I am the Good Shepherd.” “I am the Light of 
the World.”  C.S. Lewis said it best in God in the Dock: 
 If you had gone to Buddha and asked him, “Are you the son of Braham?” he would 
have said, “My son, you are still in the vale of illusion.” If you had gone to Socrates and 
said, “Are you Zeus?” he would have laughed at you.  If you had gone to Mohammed 
and asked, “Are you Allah?” he would first have rent his clothes and then cut your head 
off.  If you would have asked Confucius, “Are you heaven?” he would have probably 
replied, “Remarks which are not in accordance with nature are in bad taste.”  When the 
Jews asked Jesus, “Who are you?” he answered, “Just what I have been claiming all 
along…Before Abraham was born, I am.  There is no one like Jesus because no one ever 
said the things Jesus said. 
 
 The whole issue of whether Christianity really comes down to who we say Jesus is.  If 
what Jesus said and did is true, then Christianity isn’t intolerant.  It is simply true and it 
is the world that is intolerant of that truth. 
 Look at it this way…Let’s say that there is a perfectly holy and righteous God who 
brings the world into being, fills it with beauty and wonders beyond imagining, and gives 



life to mankind and grants man and woman the right to enjoy all of the glories of 
creation except one.  And suppose God imposed that one restriction alone on that 
couple, warning them that if they violated it, they would die. Would that God have the 
right to impose a penalty on that couple for violating that restriction? 
 Now suppose that the man and woman disobeyed God by ignoring that restriction 
and willfully breaking it.  Let’s say God chose not to destroy mankind but instead 
promised to redeem them.  But let’s say that the descendants of that first couple 
became increasingly rebellious and self-centered, ignoring God and living as they 
pleased.  And let’s say that even though God continued to reach out to his people, they 
sometimes ignored him, sometimes denounced him, and often turned to gods of their 
own choosing and creation.  Suppose that every time God sent a special messenger to 
his people to remind them of his love, they mocked the message and sometimes even 
killed the messenger. 
 Let’s go on to say that God ultimately became incarnate and came to earth in human 
flesh to tell the people of his love for them.  But suppose the people rejected the 
message and the messenger, mocking him, torturing him, and finally killing him.  Instead 
of lashing out at those who did all of that, let’s say that God accepted the murder of his 
son as punishment for the crimes of the very people who  killed him.  Suppose that God 
offered not only the murderers but also all who had rejected his message total amnesty, 
complete forgiveness, cleansing of all guilt and eternal peace without pain, sickness, 
fear or death.  
 Finally, let’s say that God says to these people, “There is only one thing I want from 
you; I demand that you honor and serve my son alone.”  If God did all of that, can we 
really say, “Gee, God, that’s not fair!” 
 
Lessons from the parables 
God is gracious – Matthew 20:1-16 
1"For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to 
hire men to work in his vineyard. 2He agreed to pay them a denarius for the day and 
sent them into his vineyard. 
 3"About the third hour he went out and saw others standing in the marketplace doing 
nothing. 4He told them, 'You also go and work in my vineyard, and I will pay you 
whatever is right.' 5So they went. 
   "He went out again about the sixth hour and the ninth hour and did the same thing. 
6About the eleventh hour he went out and found still others standing around. He asked 
them, 'Why have you been standing here all day long doing nothing?' 
 7" 'Because no one has hired us,' they answered.         "He said to them, 'You also go 
and work in my vineyard.' 
 8"When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his foreman, 'Call the workers 
and pay them their wages, beginning with the last ones hired and going on to the first.' 
 9"The workers who were hired about the eleventh hour came and each received a 
denarius. 10So when those came who were hired first, they expected to receive more. 
But each one of them also received a denarius. 11When they received it, they began to 
grumble against the landowner. 12'These men who were hired last worked only one 



hour,' they said, 'and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of 
the work and the heat of the day.' 
 13"But he answered one of them, 'Friend, I am not being unfair to you. Didn't you agree 
to work for a denarius? 14Take your pay and go. I want to give the man who was hired 
last the same as I gave you. 15Don't I have the right to do what I want with my own 
money? Or are you envious because I am generous?' 
 16"So the last will be first, and the first will be last." 
 
God is forgiving – Matthew 18:21-35 
21Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, "Lord, how many times shall I forgive my brother 
when he sins against me? Up to seven times?" 
 22Jesus answered, "I tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven times. 
 23"Therefore, the kingdom of heaven is like a king who wanted to settle accounts with 
his servants. 24As he began the settlement, a man who owed him ten thousand talents 

was brought to him. 25Since he was not able to pay, the master ordered that he and his 
wife and his children and all that he had be sold to repay the debt. 
 26"The servant fell on his knees before him. 'Be patient with me,' he begged, 'and I will 
pay back everything.' 27The servant's master took pity on him, canceled the debt and 
let him go. 
 28"But when that servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him 
a hundred denarii. He grabbed him and began to choke him. 'Pay back what you owe 
me!' he demanded. 
 29"His fellow servant fell to his knees and begged him, 'Be patient with me, and I will 
pay you back.' 
 30"But he refused. Instead, he went off and had the man thrown into prison until he 
could pay the debt. 31When the other servants saw what had happened, they were 
greatly distressed and went and told their master everything that had happened. 
 32"Then the master called the servant in. 'You wicked servant,' he said, 'I canceled all 
that debt of yours because you begged me to. 33Shouldn't you have had mercy on your 
fellow servant just as I had on you?' 34In anger his master turned him over to the jailers 
to be tortured, until he should pay back all he owed. 
 35"This is how my heavenly Father will treat each of you unless you forgive your 
brother from your heart." 
 
God is merciful – Matthew 18:10-14 
 10"See that you do not look down on one of these little ones. For I tell you that their 
angels in heaven always see the face of my Father in heaven. 
 12"What do you think? If a man owns a hundred sheep, and one of them wanders 
away, will he not leave the ninety-nine on the hills and go to look for the one that 
wandered off? 13And if he finds it, I tell you the truth, he is happier about that one 
sheep than about the ninety-nine that did not wander off. 14In the same way your 
Father in heaven is not willing that any of these little ones should be lost. 
 
God is compassionate – Luke 10:29-37 



29But he wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus, "And who is my neighbor?" 30In 
reply Jesus said: "A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, when he fell into 
the hands of robbers. They stripped him of his clothes, beat him and went away, leaving 
him half dead. 31A priest happened to be going down the same road, and when he saw 
the man, he passed by on the other side. 32So too, a Levite, when he came to the place 
and saw him, passed by on the other side. 33But a Samaritan, as he traveled, came 
where the man was; and when he saw him, he took pity on him. 34He went to him and 
bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he put the man on his own donkey, 
took him to an inn and took care of him. 35The next day he took out two silver coins[a] 
and gave them to the innkeeper. 'Look after him,' he said, 'and when I return, I will 
reimburse you for any extra expense you may have.' 36"Which of these three do you 
think was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of robbers?"  37The expert in 
the law replied, "The one who had mercy on him."   Jesus told him, "Go and do 
likewise." 

God is loving – Luke 15:11-32 

"There was a man who had two sons. 12The younger one said to his father, 'Father, give 
me my share of the estate.' So he divided his property between them.  13"Not long after 
that, the younger son got together all he had, set off for a distant country and there 
squandered his wealth in wild living. 14After he had spent everything, there was a 
severe famine in that whole country, and he began to be in need. 15So he went and 
hired himself out to a citizen of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed pigs. 
16He longed to fill his stomach with the pods that the pigs were eating, but no one gave 
him anything. 17"When he came to his senses, he said, 'How many of my father's hired 
men have food to spare, and here I am starving to death! 18I will set out and go back to 
my father and say to him: Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. 19I am 
no longer worthy to be called your son; make me like one of your hired men.' 20So he 
got up and went to his father.         "But while he was still a long way off, his father saw 
him and was filled with compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around 
him and kissed him. 

 21"The son said to him, 'Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I am no 
longer worthy to be called your son.' 
 22"But the father said to his servants, 'Quick! Bring the best robe and put it on him. Put 
a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. 23Bring the fattened calf and kill it. Let's 
have a feast and celebrate. 24For this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was 
lost and is found.' So they began to celebrate. 
 25"Meanwhile, the older son was in the field. When he came near the house, he heard 
music and dancing. 26So he called one of the servants and asked him what was going 
on. 27'Your brother has come,' he replied, 'and your father has killed the fattened calf 
because he has him back safe and sound.' 
 28"The older brother became angry and refused to go in. So his father went out and 



pleaded with him. 29But he answered his father, 'Look! All these years I've been slaving 
for you and never disobeyed your orders. Yet you never gave me even a young goat so I 
could celebrate with my friends. 30But when this son of yours who has squandered your 
property with prostitutes comes home, you kill the fattened calf for him!' 
 31" 'My son,' the father said, 'you are always with me, and everything I have is yours. 
32But we had to celebrate and be glad, because this brother of yours was dead and is 
alive again; he was lost and is found.' " 
 
 
 
 
  
 


