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Nebuchadnezzar – Spectacular Sins 

May 13, 2012 

 

Nebuchadnezzar ruled over Babylon from 604-563 BC. Babylon was the great military power of 

its day, one locked in a competition with Egypt for supremacy of the Middle East. The walls of 

Babylon itself were 387’ high and 87’ thick. Each side of the square wall was 15 miles in length 

and enclosed an area of 225 square miles. The walls were so wide that 4 chariots could drive 

abreast. The Euphrates itself flowed through the city, which guaranteed the city a secure water 

supply. 

 

During the reign of Jehoiakim, king of Judah (608-598), Judah was a ping pong ball batted back 

and forth by the competing forces of Egypt and Babylon. Babylon gained the upper hand 

eventually and descended on Jerusalem to demand the surrender of the city. The prophet 

Jeremiah came to the king’s court to warn him that he must surrender to Babylon, but the king 

ignored him. On March 16, 597, Nebuchadnezzar captured Jerusalem, seized the king, set up his 

own puppet (Zedekiah) on the throne, and took the cream of Jewish society and of the Jewish 

military back to Babylon, some 10,000 people in all. Included in the spoils of war were the state 

and temple treasuries. Daniel was taken to Babylon at this time. 

 

Zedekiah, however, rebelled against Nebuchadnezzar, thinking that because of internal disunity 

within Babylon and threats on Babylon’s eastern border that Nebuchadnezzar was vulnerable. 

That was a big mistake. The armies of Babylon again descended on Jerusalem in 587, breached 

the city walls after a long siege, and this was the result: 

 

2 Kings 25:8-11 

8 On the seventh day of the fifth month, in the nineteenth year of Nebuchadnezzar king of 

Babylon, Nebuzaradan commander of the imperial guard, an official of the king of Babylon, 

came to Jerusalem. 9 He set fire to the temple of the Lord, the royal palace and all the houses of 

Jerusalem. Every important building he burned down. 10 The whole Babylonian army under the 

commander of the imperial guard broke down the walls around Jerusalem. 11 Nebuzaradan the 

commander of the guard carried into exile the people who remained in the city, along with the 

rest of the populace and those who had deserted to the king of Babylon. 

 

Here is the interesting part… 

Jeremiah 27:5-7 

4 Thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel: 5 “It is I who by my great power and my 

outstretched arm have made the earth, with the men and animals that are on the earth, and I 

give it to whomever it seems right to me. 6  Now I have given all these lands into the hand of 

Nebuchadnezzar, the king of Babylon, my servant, and I have given him also the beasts of the 

field to serve him. 7  All the nations shall serve him and his son and his grandson, until the time 

of his own land comes. Then many nations and great kings shall make him their slave. 

 

What does Jeremiah say about Nebuchadnezzar? 
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Jeremiah 43:10 

‘Thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel: Behold, I will send and take Nebuchadnezzar the 

king of Babylon, my servant, and I will set his throne above these stones that I have hidden, and 

he will spread his royal canopy over them. 

 

Jeremiah 29:5-7 

4  Thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, to all the exiles whom I have sent into exile 

from Jerusalem to Babylon: 5  Build houses and live in them; plant gardens and eat their 

produce. 6 Take wives and have sons and daughters; take wives for your sons, and give your 

daughters in marriage, that they may bear sons and daughters; multiply there, and do not 

decrease. 7 But seek the welfare of the city where I have sent you into exile, and pray to the 

Lord on its behalf, for in its welfare you will find your welfare. 

 

What is God up to here? ___________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

Daniel 2:1-9 

2 In the second year of the reign of Nebuchadnezzar, Nebuchadnezzar had dreams; his spirit was 

troubled, and his sleep left him. 2 Then the king commanded that the magicians, the 

enchanters, the sorcerers, and the Chaldeans be summoned to tell the king his dreams. So they 

came in and stood before the king. 3 And the king said to them, “I had a dream, and my spirit is 

troubled to know the dream.” 4 Then the Chaldeans said to the king in Aramaic, “O king, live 

forever! Tell your servants the dream, and we will show the interpretation.” 5 The king 

answered and said to the Chaldeans, “The word from me is firm: if you do not make known to 

me the dream and its interpretation, you shall be torn limb from limb, and your houses shall be 

laid in ruins. 6 But if you show the dream and its interpretation, you shall receive from me gifts 

and rewards and great honor. Therefore show me the dream and its interpretation.” 7 They 

answered a second time and said, “Let the king tell his servants the dream, and we will show its 

interpretation.” 8 The king answered and said, “I know with certainty that you are trying to gain 

time, because you see that the word from me is firm— 9 if you do not make the dream known 

to me, there is but one sentence for you. You have agreed to speak lying and corrupt words 

before me till the times change. Therefore tell me the dream, and I shall know that you can 

show me its interpretation.” 

It is clear that Nebuchadnezzar does not have much faith in his advisors. Why does he call on 

them despite his lack of trust in them? 
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______________________________________________________________________ 

 

In what ways do we do the same thing? 

 

Daniel 2:25-30 

25 Then Arioch brought in Daniel before the king in haste and said thus to him: “I have found 

among the exiles from Judah a man who will make known to the king the interpretation.” 26 The 

king declared to Daniel, whose name was Belteshazzar, “Are you able to make known to me the 

dream that I have seen and its interpretation?” 27 Daniel answered the king and said, “No wise 

men, enchanters, magicians, or astrologers can show to the king the mystery that the king has 

asked, 28 but there is a God in heaven who reveals mysteries, and he has made known to King 

Nebuchadnezzar what will be in the latter days. Your dream and the visions of your head as you 

lay in bed are these: 29 To you, O king, as you lay in bed came thoughts of what would be after 

this, and he who reveals mysteries made known to you what is to be. 30 But as for me, this 

mystery has been revealed to me, not because of any wisdom that I have more than all the 

living, but in order that the interpretation may be made known to the king, and that you may 

know the thoughts of your mind. 

 

Notice how Arioch and Daniel take a different approach to claiming credit. 

 

 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Daniel 2:46-49 

46 Then King Nebuchadnezzar fell upon his face and paid homage to Daniel, and commanded 

that an offering and incense be offered up to him. 47 The king answered and said to Daniel, 

“Truly, your God is God of gods and Lord of kings, and a revealer of mysteries, for you have been 

able to reveal this mystery.” 48 Then the king gave Daniel high honors and many great gifts, and 

made him ruler over the whole province of Babylon and chief prefect over all the wise men of 

Babylon. 49 Daniel made a request of the king, and he appointed Shadrach, Meshach, and 

Abednego over the affairs of the province of Babylon. But Daniel remained at the king's court. 

 

How do Daniel’s gifts impact Nebuchadnezzar? _________________________________ 

 

 

But what doesn’t he say? ___________________________________________________ 

 

Daniel 3:1-3 

1 King Nebuchadnezzar made an image of gold, whose height was sixty cubits and its breadth six 

cubits. He set it up on the plain of Dura, in the province of Babylon. 2 Then King Nebuchadnezzar 



 4

sent to gather the satraps, the prefects, and the governors, the counselors, the treasurers, the 

justices, the magistrates, and all the officials of the provinces to come to the dedication of the 

image that King Nebuchadnezzar had set up. 3 Then the satraps, the prefects, and the 

governors, the counselors, the treasurers, the justices, the magistrates, and all the officials of 

the provinces gathered for the dedication of the image that King Nebuchadnezzar had set up. 

And they stood before the image that Nebuchadnezzar had set up. 

 

Proverbs 11:2 

When pride comes, then comes disgrace, but with the humble is wisdom. 

Proverbs 16:18 

Pride goes before destruction,  and a haughty spirit before a fall. 

 

Ozymandias -- Percy Bysshe Shelley 

 

I met a traveler from an antique land   

Who said: Two vast and trunkless legs of stone   

Stand in the desert.  

Near them, on the sand,   

Half sunk, a shattered visage lies, whose frown,   

And wrinkled lip, and sneer of cold command,   

Tell that its sculptor well those passions read   

Which yet survive, stamped on these lifeless things,  

The hand that mocked them, and the heart that fed;  

And on the pedestal these words appear:   

“My name is Ozymandias, king of kings:   

Look on my works, ye Mighty, and despair!”   

Nothing beside remains.  

Round the decay   

Of that colossal wreck, boundless and bare   

The lone and level sands stretch far away. 

 

Daniel 3:13-30 

13 Then Nebuchadnezzar in furious rage commanded that Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego 

be brought. So they brought these men before the king. 14 Nebuchadnezzar answered and said 

to them, “Is it true, O Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, that you do not serve my gods or 

worship the golden image that I have set up? 15 Now if you are ready when you hear the sound 

of the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, bagpipe, and every kind of music, to fall down and worship 

the image that I have made, well and good. But if you do not worship, you shall immediately be 

cast into a burning fiery furnace. And who is the god who will deliver you out of my hands?” 

16  Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego answered and said to the king, “O Nebuchadnezzar, we 

have no need to answer you in this matter. 17 If this be so, our God whom we serve is able to 

deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and he will deliver us out of your hand, O king. 18 But 

if not, be it known to you, O king, that we will not serve your gods or worship the golden image 

that you have set up.” 

19 Then Nebuchadnezzar was filled with fury, and the expression of his face was changed 
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against Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. He ordered the furnace heated seven times more 

than it was usually heated. 20 And he ordered some of the mighty men of his army to bind 

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, and to cast them into the burning fiery furnace. 21 Then 

these men were bound in their cloaks, their tunics, their hats, and their other garments, and 

they were thrown into the burning fiery furnace. 22 Because the king's order was urgent and the 

furnace overheated, the flame of the fire killed those men who took up Shadrach, Meshach, and 

Abednego. 23 And these three men, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, fell bound into the 

burning fiery furnace. 

24 Then King Nebuchadnezzar was astonished and rose up in haste. He declared to his 

counselors, “Did we not cast three men bound into the fire?” They answered and said to the 

king, “True, O king.” 25 He answered and said, “But I see four men unbound, walking in the 

midst of the fire, and they are not hurt; and the appearance of the fourth is like a son of the 

gods.” 

26 Then Nebuchadnezzar came near to the door of the burning fiery furnace; he declared, 

“Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, servants of the Most High God, come out, and come here!” 

Then Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego came out from the fire. 27 And the satraps, the 

prefects, the governors, and the king's counselors gathered together and saw that the fire had 

not had any power over the bodies of those men. The hair of their heads was not singed, their 

cloaks were not harmed, and no smell of fire had come upon them. 28 Nebuchadnezzar 

answered and said, “Blessed be the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, who has sent his 

angel and delivered his servants, who trusted in him, and set aside the king's command, and 

yielded up their bodies rather than serve and worship any god except their own God. 

29 Therefore I make a decree: Any people, nation, or language that speaks anything against the 

God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego shall be torn limb from limb, and their houses laid in 

ruins, for there is no other god who is able to rescue in this way.” 30 Then the king promoted 

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego in the province of Babylon. 

 

What are the words Shadrach Meshach and Abednego use to counter Nebuchadnezzar’s 

threats? ________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

How does Nebuchadnezzar react to this miracle? _______________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Daniel 4:28-36 

28 All this came upon King Nebuchadnezzar. 29 At the end of twelve months he was walking on 

the roof of the royal palace of Babylon, 30 and the king answered and said, “Is not this great 

Babylon, which I have built by my mighty power as a royal residence and for the glory of my 

majesty?” 31  While the words were still in the king's mouth, there fell a voice from heaven, “O 

King Nebuchadnezzar, to you it is spoken: The kingdom has departed from you, 32  and you shall 

be driven from among men, and your dwelling shall be with the beasts of the field. And you shall 

be made to eat grass like an ox, and seven periods of time shall pass over you, until you know 
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that the Most High rules the kingdom of men and gives it to whom he will.” 33 Immediately the 

word was fulfilled against Nebuchadnezzar. He was driven from among men and ate grass like 

an ox, and his body was wet with the dew of heaven till his hair grew as long as eagles' feathers, 

and his nails were like birds' claws. 

34  At the end of the days I, Nebuchadnezzar, lifted my eyes to heaven, and my reason returned 

to me, and I blessed the Most High, and praised and honored him who lives forever, for his 

dominion is an everlasting dominion, and his kingdom endures from generation to 

generation;35 all the inhabitants of the earth are accounted as nothing, and he does according 

to his will among the host of heaven and among the inhabitants of the earth; and none can 

stay his hand or say to him, “What have you done?” 

36 At the same time my reason returned to me, and for the glory of my kingdom, my majesty 

and splendor returned to me. My counselors and my lords sought me, and I was established in 

my kingdom, and still more greatness was added to me. 37 Now I, Nebuchadnezzar, praise and 

extol and honor the King of heaven, for all his works are right and his ways are just; and those 

who walk in pride he is able to humble. 

 

Lycanthropy -- Modern scholars speculate that Nebuchadnezzar was struck with the psychotic 

illness lycanthropy, which is defined as a rare psychiatric syndrome that involves a delusion that 

the affected person can transform into, has transformed into, or is a non-human animal. Its 

name is connected to the mythical condition of lycanthropy, a supernatural affliction in which 

humans are said to physically shapeshift into wolves. The terms zoanthropy and therianthropy 

are also sometimes used for the delusion that one has turned into another animal in general 

and not specifically a wolf.  

Symptoms -- Affected individuals report a delusional belief that they are in the process of 

transforming or have already transformed into an animal. It has been linked with the altered 

states of mind that accompany psychosis (the reality-bending mental state that typically 

involves delusions and hallucinations) with the transformation only seeming to happen in the 

mind and behavior of the affected person. 

 

How is the king’s response different this time? __________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

How could the Babylonian exile be part of God’s plan? ___________________________ 

 

 

 

 

Hebrews 12:6-12 

6 For the Lord disciplines the one he loves, and chastises every son whom he receives.”7 It is for 

discipline that you have to endure. God is treating you as sons. For what son is there whom his 

father does not discipline? 8 If you are left without discipline, in which all have participated, 

then you are illegitimate children and not sons. 9 Besides this, we have had earthly fathers who 
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disciplined us and we respected them. Shall we not much more be subject to the Father of 

spirits and live? 10 For they disciplined us for a short time as it seemed best to them, but he 

disciplines us for our good, that we may share his holiness. 11  For the moment all discipline 

seems painful rather than pleasant, but later it yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness to 

those who have been trained by it. 

 

What conclusions can we draw about God’s discipline from these verses? 

 

 

 

 

Psalm 47 

Clap your hands, all peoples! 

 Shout to God with loud songs of joy! 

  

 2For the Lord, the Most High, is to be feared, 

 a great king over all the earth. 

 3He subdued peoples under us, 

 and nations under our feet. 

4 He chose our heritage for us, 

 the pride of Jacob whom he loves.  

5 God has gone up with a shout, 

 the Lord with the sound of a trumpet. 

6 Sing praises to God, sing praises! 

 Sing praises to our King, sing praises! 

7 For God is the King of all the earth; 

 sing praises with a psalm! 

8 God reigns over the nations; 

 God sits on his holy throne. 

9 The princes of the peoples gather 

as the people of the God of Abraham. 

 For the shields of the earth belong to God; 

 he is highly exalted! 

 

 Why would God use a man like Nebuchadnezzar to effect His purposes?___________ 

 

  ______________________________________________________________________ 

 

 How is that relevant to our lives? ___________________________________________ 
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 _______________________________________________________________________ 

 

 What does Nebuchadnezzar’s story tell us about God’s sovereignty and his salvation plan? 

 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 

 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


