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Spectacular Sins – Saul 

April 29, 2012 

 

Saul was a member of the tribe of Benjamin, and though he was the son of a wealthy 

man, he had no special social background or family connections in Israel. Just as Samson 

came form the tribe of Dan, an insignificant member of the twelve tribes, Benjamin was 

another of the unimportant tribes. The name Saul means “Asked for,” which fits 

perfectly since he will be the man God points to when the leaders of Israel ask for a king. 

Why did they do so? Samuel was old, his sons were a mess, the Philistines and the 

Ammonites threatened their security, and they asked for “a king to judge us like all the 

nations” (1 Samuel 8:5). As we see in 1 Samuel 9:2, Saul was tall, handsome and 

physically imposing., the kind of man who simply looks like a leader. 

 

In chapter 9 God orchestrates a strange set of circumstances to bring Saul and Samuel 

together; it requires a lost donkey, a servant of Saul who knows of Samuel’s reputation, 

women who know of Samuel’s recent arrival, and a word from God to Samuel that Saul 

was on his way. All of this occurs in chapter 9.  

 

Saul is anointed to deliver Israel from oppression. 

1 Samuel 10:1 

10  Then Samuel took a flask of oil and poured it on his head and kissed him and said, 

“Has not the Lord anointed you to be prince over his people Israel? And you shall reign 

over the people of the Lord and you will save them from the hand of their surrounding 

enemies. And this shall be the sign to you that the Lord has anointed you to be prince 

over his heritage (Emphasis added). 

 

What is the charge given to Saul? 

 

1. __________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. __________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. __________________________________________________________________ 

 

How is his authority unique? 

 

1. __________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. __________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. __________________________________________________________________ 
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What is Saul to do?  

1 Samuel 10:7-8 

7 Now when these signs meet you, do what your hand finds to do, for God is with you. 

8 Then go down before me to Gilgal. And behold, I am coming down to you to offer 

burnt offerings and to sacrifice peace offerings. Seven days you shall wait, until I come 

to you and show you what you shall do.” 

 

1. _______________________________________________________________ 

 

2. _______________________________________________________________ 

 

3. _______________________________________________________________ 

 

1 Samuel 10:9-13 

9 When he turned his back to leave Samuel, God gave him another heart. And all these 

signs came to pass that day. 10 When they came to Gibeah [this is Saul’s home town], 

behold, a group of prophets met him, and the Spirit of God rushed upon him, and he 

prophesied among them. 11 And when all who knew him previously saw how he 

prophesied with the prophets, the people said to one another, “What has come over 

the son of Kish? Is Saul also among the prophets?” 12 And a man of the place answered, 

“And who is their father?” Therefore it became a proverb, “Is Saul also among the 

prophets?” 13 When he had finished prophesying, he came to the high place. 14  Saul's 

uncle said to him and to his servant, “Where did you go?” And he said, “To seek the 

donkeys. And when we saw they were not to be found, we went to Samuel.”15 And 

Saul's uncle said, “Please tell me what Samuel said to you.” 16 And Saul said to his uncle, 

“He told us plainly that the donkeys had been found.” But about the matter of the 

kingdom, of which Samuel had spoken, he did not tell him anything. 

 

Notice what Saul doesn’t say_____________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

1 Samuel 10:17-24 

17 Now Samuel called the people together to the Lord at Mizpah. 18 And he said to the 

people of Israel, “Thus says the Lord, the God of Israel, ‘I brought up Israel out of Egypt, 

and I delivered you from the hand of the Egyptians and from the hand of all the 

kingdoms that were oppressing you.’ 19 But today you have rejected your God, who 

saves you from all your calamities and your distresses, and you have said to him, ‘Set a 

king over us.’ Now therefore present yourselves before the Lord by your tribes and by 

your thousands.” 

Notice the implied threat in these words _____________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
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20 Then Samuel brought all the tribes of Israel near, and the tribe of Benjamin was 

taken by lot. 21 He brought the tribe of Benjamin near by its clans, and the clan of the 

Matrites was taken by lot; and Saul the son of Kish was taken by lot. But when they 

sought him, he could not be found. 22  So they inquired again of the Lord, “Is there a 

man still to come?” and the Lord said, “Behold, he has hidden himself among the 

baggage.” 23 Then they ran and took him from there. And when he stood among the 

people, he was taller than any of the people from his shoulders upward. 24 And Samuel 

said to all the people, “Do you see him whom the Lord has chosen? There is none like 

him among all the people.” And all the people shouted, “Long live the king!” 

 

Saul hides for at least two reasons. What are they? 

 

1. __________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. __________________________________________________________________ 

 

Remember that the people have begged for a king, and Saul has been charged to deliver 

Israel from its enemies. But look at the words of Deuteronomy 7:17-21: 

 

17 “If you say in your heart, ‘These nations are greater than I. How can I dispossess 

them?’ 18  you shall not be afraid of them but you shall remember what the Lord your 

God did to Pharaoh and to all Egypt, 19 the great trials that your eyes saw, the signs, the 

wonders, the mighty hand, and the outstretched arm, by which the Lord your God 

brought you out. So will the Lord your God do to all the peoples of whom you are afraid. 

20 Moreover, the Lord your God will send hornets among them, until those who are left 

and hide themselves from you are destroyed. 21 You shall not be in dread of them, for 

the Lord your God is in your midst, a great and awesome God. 

 

Based upon the words of 1 Samuel 13:6 below, how well do the Israelites remember 

their own history?  

 

As Saul begins his rule, Samuel delivers a final warning to him and to the people of 

Israel. 

1 Samuel 12:20 And Samuel said to the people, “Do not be afraid; you have done all this 

evil. Yet do not turn aside from following the Lord, but serve the Lord with all your 

heart. 21 And do not turn aside after empty things that cannot profit or deliver, for they 

are empty. 22  For the Lord will not forsake his people, for his great name's sake, 

because it has pleased the Lord to make you a people for himself. 23 Moreover, as for 

me, far be it from me that I should sin against the Lord by ceasing to pray for you, and I 

will instruct you in the good and the right way. 24  Only fear the Lord and serve him 

faithfully with all your heart. For consider what great things he has done for you. 25 But 

if you still do wickedly, you shall be swept away, both you and your king.” 

It is important to track his and their obedience to this warning throughout the early days 

of Saul’s reign. 
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1 Samuel 13:5-14 

5 And the Philistines mustered to fight with Israel, thirty thousand chariots and six 

thousand horsemen and troops like the sand on the seashore in multitude. They came 

up and encamped in Michmash, to the east of Beth-aven. 6 When the men of Israel saw 

that they were in trouble (for the people were hard pressed), the people hid themselves 

in caves and in holes and in rocks and in tombs and in cisterns, 7 and some Hebrews 

crossed the fords of the Jordan to the land of Gad and Gilead. Saul was still at Gilgal, and 

all the people followed him trembling. 

8  He waited seven days, the time appointed by Samuel. But Samuel did not come to 

Gilgal, and the people were scattering from him. 9 So Saul said, “Bring the burnt offering 

here to me, and the peace offerings.” And he offered the burnt offering. 10 As soon as 

he had finished offering the burnt offering, behold, Samuel came. And Saul went out to 

meet him and greet him. 11 Samuel said, “What have you done?” And Saul said, “When 

I saw that the people were scattering from me, and that you did not come within the 

days appointed, and that the Philistines had mustered at Michmash, 12 I said, ‘Now the 

Philistines will come down against me at Gilgal, and I have not sought the favor of the 

Lord.’ So I forced myself, and offered the burnt offering.” 13 And Samuel said to Saul, 

“You have done foolishly. You have not kept the command of the Lord your God, with 

which he commanded you. For then the Lord would have established your kingdom over 

Israel forever. 14 But now your kingdom shall not continue. The Lord has sought out a 

man after his own heart, and the Lord has commanded him to be prince over his people, 

because you have not kept what the Lord commanded you” (Emphasis added). 

What other examples of difficult commands given by God to his people can you think 

of? What do we learn from this pattern of behavior? 

1. ________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. ________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. ________________________________________________________________ 

 

4. _________________________________________________________________ 
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Read the passage below. See how Saul fails to measure up? 

2 Chronicles 16:9 

9  For the eyes of the Lord run to and fro throughout the whole earth, to give strong 

support to those whose heart is blameless toward him. 

1 Samuel 15:1-34 And Samuel said to Saul, “The Lord sent me to anoint you king over 

his people Israel; now therefore listen to the words of the Lord. 2 Thus says the Lord of 

hosts, ‘I have noted what Amalek did to Israel in opposing them on the way when they 

came up out of Egypt. 3 Now go and strike Amalek and devote to destruction all that 

they have. Do not spare them, but kill both man and woman, child and infant, ox and 

sheep, camel and donkey.’” 

4 So Saul summoned the people and numbered them in Telaim, two hundred thousand 

men on foot, and ten thousand men of Judah. 5 And Saul came to the city of Amalek and 

lay in wait in the valley. 6 Then Saul said to the Kenites, “Go, depart; go down from 

among the Amalekites, lest I destroy you with them. For you showed kindness to all the 

people of Israel when they came up out of Egypt.” So the Kenites departed from among 

the Amalekites. 7  And Saul defeated the Amalekites from Havilah as far as Shur, which 

is east of Egypt. 8 And he took Agag the king of the Amalekites alive and devoted to 

destruction all the people with the edge of the sword. 9  But Saul and the people spared 

Agag and the best of the sheep and of the oxen and of the fattened calves and the 

lambs, and all that was good, and would not utterly destroy them. All that was despised 

and worthless they devoted to destruction. 

10 The word of the Lord came to Samuel: 11  “I regret that I have made Saul king, for he 

has turned back from following me and has not performed my commandments.” And 

Samuel was angry, and he cried to the Lord all night. 12 And Samuel rose early to meet 

Saul in the morning. And it was told Samuel, “Saul came to Carmel, and behold, he set 

up a monument for himself and turned and passed on and went down to Gilgal.” 13 And 

Samuel came to Saul, and Saul said to him, “Blessed be you to the Lord. I have 

performed the commandment of the Lord.” 14 And Samuel said, “What then is this 

bleating of the sheep in my ears and the lowing of the oxen that I hear?” 15 Saul said, 

“They have brought them from the Amalekites, for the people spared the best of the 

sheep and of the oxen to sacrifice to the Lord your God, and the rest we have devoted 

to destruction.” 16 Then Samuel said to Saul, “Stop! I will tell you what the Lord said to 

me this night.” And he said to him, “Speak.” 

17 And Samuel said, “Though you are little in your own eyes, are you not the head of 

the tribes of Israel? The Lord anointed you king over Israel. 18 And the Lord sent you on 

a mission and said, ‘Go, devote to destruction the sinners, the Amalekites, and fight 

against them until they are consumed.’ 19 Why then did you not obey the voice of the 

Lord? Why did you pounce on the spoil and do what was evil in the sight of the Lord?” 

20 And Saul said to Samuel, “I have obeyed the voice of the Lord. I have gone on the 
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mission on which the Lord sent me. I have brought Agag the king of Amalek, and I have 

devoted the Amalekites to destruction. 21  But the people took of the spoil, sheep and 

oxen, the best of the things devoted to destruction, to sacrifice to the Lord your God in 

Gilgal.” 22 And Samuel said, “Has the Lord as great delight in burnt offerings and 

sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of the Lord? Behold, to obey is better than 

sacrifice, and to listen than the fat of rams. 

23 For rebellion is as the sin of divination, and presumption is as iniquity and 

idolatry. Because you have rejected the word of the Lord, he has also rejected you 

from being king.” 24 Saul said to Samuel, “I have sinned, for I have transgressed the 

commandment of the Lord and your words, because I feared the people and obeyed 

their voice. 25 Now therefore, please pardon my sin and return with me that I may bow 

before the Lord.” 26 And Samuel said to Saul, “I will not return with you. For you have 

rejected the word of the Lord, and the Lord has rejected you from being king over 

Israel.” 27  As Samuel turned to go away, Saul seized the skirt of his robe, and it tore. 

28 And Samuel said to him, “The Lord has torn the kingdom of Israel from you this day 

and has given it to a neighbor of yours, who is better than you. 29 And also the Glory of 

Israel will not lie or have regret, for he is not a man, that he should have regret.” 

30 Then he said, “I have sinned; yet honor me now before the elders of my people and 

before Israel, and return with me, that I may bow before the Lord your God.” 31 So 

Samuel turned back after Saul, and Saul bowed before the Lord. 

 

32 Then Samuel said, “Bring here to me Agag the king of the Amalekites.” And Agag 

came to him cheerfully. Agag said, “Surely the bitterness of death is past.” 33 And 

Samuel said, “As your sword has made women childless, so shall your mother be 

childless among women.” And Samuel hacked Agag to pieces before the Lord in Gilgal. 

34 Then Samuel went to Ramah, and Saul went up to his house in Gibeah of Saul. 35  

And Samuel did not see Saul again until the day of his death, but Samuel grieved over 

Saul. And the Lord regretted that he had made Saul king over Israel. 

How did Saul disobey God’s directives? 

1. _________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. _________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. _________________________________________________________________ 
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4. __________________________________________________________________ 

Saul is Israel’s first king. Of course, Israel’s ultimate king will be Jesus.  In what ways are 

they similar? 

5. _________________________________________________________________ 

 

6. _________________________________________________________________ 

 

7. _________________________________________________________________ 

 

8. __________________________________________________________________ 

In what ways are they different? 

1. _________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. _________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. _________________________________________________________________ 

 

4. __________________________________________________________________ 

 

 


