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Spectacular Sins – Samson 

April 22, 2012 

 

Samson (whose name means “the sun”) was Israel’s 12
th

 and last judge and lived about 

50 years before King Saul became Israel’s first king. Samson served as judge for about 20 

years. 

 

How does his birth parallel that of Jesus? 

 

1. ____________________________________________________________ 

 

2. ____________________________________________________________ 

 

3. ____________________________________________________________ 

 

4. ____________________________________________________________ 

 

How was his mission like that of Jesus? 

 

1. _____________________________________________________________ 

 

2. _____________________________________________________________ 

 

How was his mission unlike any of the other Judges in this book of the Bible? 

 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 

What are the demands placed upon a Nazirite? 

 

1. ______________________________________________________________ 

 

2. ______________________________________________________________ 

 

3. ______________________________________________________________ 

 

Numbers 6:1-8 

And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 2 “Speak to the people of Israel and say to them, 

When either a man or a woman makes a special vow, the vow of a Nazirite, to separate 

himself to the Lord, 3 he shall separate himself from wine and strong drink. He shall 

drink no vinegar made from wine or strong drink and shall not drink any juice of grapes 

or eat grapes, fresh or dried. 4 All the days of his separation he shall eat nothing that is 

produced by the grapevine, not even the seeds or the skins. 

5 “All the days of his vow of separation, no razor shall touch his head. Until the time is 
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completed for which he separates himself to the Lord, he shall be holy. He shall let the 

locks of hair of his head grow long. 

6 “All the days that he separates himself to the Lord he shall not go near a dead body. 7  

Not even for his father or for his mother, for brother or sister, if they die, shall he make 

himself unclean, because his separation to God is on his head. 8 All the days of his 

separation he is holy to the Lord. 

 

Who were Samson’s people?  

He was a member of the smallest of Israel’s 12 tribes, the tribe of Dan. They were a 

poor, agrarian tribe that never gained full control of the territory they had been allotted 

following the exodus because their area was located so close to the major north-south 

trading arteries that were highly coveted by their more powerful Canaanite neighbors. 

Thus the Danites were forced to live in the hills, which meant they tended to be 

shepherds or subsistence farmers. By the time of Samson, many of this tribe had fled to 

the north so that he became a defender of the remnant of his tribe. 

 

Who were the Philistines? 

They migrated to what is now the Gaza area of modern-day Israel from Crete and some 

of the Greek islands in the Aegean. The Philistines were a sea-going people who were 

among the dominant traders of the Mediterranean and who controlled the main north-

south coastal trading road of the day.  That meant they had access to all the latest in 

trade goods and technology. They mastered the use of iron and so were able to 

manufacture iron-axled chariots , which were the super weapon of the day. 

 

1 Samuel 13:19-22 

19  Now there was no blacksmith to be found throughout all the land of Israel, for the 

Philistines said, “Lest the Hebrews make themselves swords or spears.” 20 But every 

one of the Israelites went down to the Philistines to sharpen his plowshare, his mattock, 

his axe, or his sickle, 21 and the charge was two-thirds of a shekel for the plowshares 

and for the mattocks, and a third of a shekel for sharpening the axes and for setting the 

goads. 22 So on the day of the battle there was neither sword nor spear found in the 

hand of any of the people with Saul and Jonathan, but Saul and Jonathan his son had 

them. 

 

The roots of Samson’s rebellion… 

Deuteronomy 7:1-4 

1 “When the Lord your God brings you into the land that you are entering to take 

possession of it, and clears away many nations before you, the Hittites, the Girgashites, 

the Amorites, the Canaanites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites, seven 

nations more numerous and mightier than you, 2  and when the Lord your God gives 

them over to you, and you defeat them, then you must devote them to complete 

destruction. You shall make no covenant with them and show no mercy to them. 3  You 

shall not intermarry with them, giving your daughters to their sons or taking their 
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daughters for your sons, 4 for they would turn away your sons from following me, to 

serve other gods. Then the anger of the Lord would be kindled against you, and he 

would destroy you quickly. 

 

What does 14:4 suggest about Samson? 3 But his father and mother said to him, “Is 

there not a woman among the daughters of your relatives, or among all our people, that 

you must go to take a wife from the uncircumcised Philistines?” But Samson said to his 

father, “Get her for me, for she is right in my eyes.”4 His father and mother did not 

know that it was from the Lord, for he was seeking an opportunity against the 

Philistines.  

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

What does it suggest about God?  

 

 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Samson’s great feats  Part One… 

Judges 14:5-9 

5 Then Samson went down with his father and mother to Timnah, and they came to the 

vineyards of Timnah. And behold, a young lion came toward him roaring. 6  Then the 

Spirit of the Lord rushed upon him, and although he had nothing in his hand, he tore the 

lion in pieces as one tears a young goat. But he did not tell his father or his mother what 

he had done. 7 Then he went down and talked with the woman, and she was right in 

Samson's eyes.8 After some days he returned to take her. And he turned aside to see 

the carcass of the lion, and behold, there was a swarm of bees in the body of the lion, 

and honey. 9 He scraped it out into his hands and went on, eating as he went. And he 

came to his father and mother and gave some to them, and they ate. But he did not tell 

them that he had scraped the honey from the carcass of the lion. 

Judges 14:19 

19  And the Spirit of the Lord rushed upon him, and he went down to Ashkelon and 

struck down thirty men of the town and took their spoil and gave the garments to those 

who had told the riddle. In hot anger he went back to his father's house. 

 

Judges 15:4-8 

4 So Samson went and caught 300 foxes and took torches. And he turned them tail to 

tail and put a torch between each pair of tails. 5 And when he had set fire to the 

torches, he let the foxes go into the standing grain of the Philistines and set fire to the 

stacked grain and the standing grain, as well as the olive orchards. 6 Then the Philistines 
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said, “Who has done this?” And they said, “Samson, the son-in-law of the Timnite, 

because he has taken his wife and given her to his companion.” And the Philistines came 

up and burned her and her father with fire. 7 And Samson said to them, “If this is what 

you do, I swear I will be avenged on you, and after that I will quit.” 8 And he struck them 

hip and thigh with a great blow, and he went down and stayed in the cleft of the rock of 

Etam.  

 

What is missing in the passage above? 

 

Judges 15: 14-17 

14 When he came to Lehi, the Philistines came shouting to meet him. Then the Spirit of 

the Lord rushed upon him, and the ropes that were on his arms became as flax that has 

caught fire, and his bonds melted off his hands. 15 And he found a fresh jawbone of a 

donkey, and put out his hand and took it, and with it he struck 1,000 men. 16 And 

Samson said,“With the jawbone of a donkey, heaps upon heaps, with the jawbone of a 

donkey have I struck down a thousand men.” 

Samson’s great feats Part Two… 

Judges 16:3 But Samson lay till midnight, and at midnight he arose and took hold of the 

doors of the gate of the city and the two posts, and pulled them up, bar and all, and put 

them on his shoulders and carried them to the top of the hill that is in front of Hebron. 

Hebron was the site of the tomb of Abraham. In carrying the gates of Gaza literally to 

the place that was the most venerated spot in all of Israel. Why would he do this? What 

does it mean? 

 

________________________________________________________________________ 

Judges 16:9  Now she had men lying in ambush in an inner chamber. And she said to 

him, “The Philistines are upon you, Samson!” But he snapped the bowstrings, as a 

thread of flax snaps when it touches the fire. So the secret of his strength was not 

known. 

Judges 16:12  So Delilah took new ropes and bound him with them and said to him, 

“The Philistines are upon you, Samson!” And the men lying in ambush were in an inner 

chamber. But he snapped the ropes off his arms like a thread. 

Judges 16:14 So while he slept, Delilah took the seven locks of his head and wove them 

into the web. And she made them tight with the pin and said to him, “The Philistines are 

upon you, Samson!” But he awoke from his sleep and pulled away the pin, the loom, 
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and the web. 15 And she said to him, “How can you say, ‘I love you,’ when your heart is 

not with me? You have mocked me these three times, and you have not told me where 

your great strength lies.” 16 And when she pressed him hard with her words day after 

day, and urged him, his soul was vexed to death. 17 And he told her all his heart, and 

said to her, “A razor has never come upon my head, for I have been a Nazirite to God 

from my mother's womb. If my head is shaved, then my strength will leave me, and I 

shall become weak and be like any other man.” 

18 When Delilah saw that he had told her all his heart, she sent and called the lords of 

the Philistines, saying, “Come up again, for he has told me all his heart.” Then the lords 

of the Philistines came up to her and brought the money in their hands. 19 She made 

him sleep on her knees. And she called a man and had him shave off the seven locks of 

his head. Then she began to torment him, and his strength left him. 20 And she said, 

“The Philistines are upon you, Samson!” And he awoke from his sleep and said, “I will go 

out as at other times and shake myself free.” But he did not know that the Lord had left 

him. 

What is missing in each of these feats?________________________________________ 

And what happens in 16:20? ________________________________________________ 

Micah 7:7-10  But as for me, I will look to the Lord; I will wait for the God of my 

salvation; my God will hear me. 8 Rejoice not over me, O my enemy; when I fall, I shall 

rise; when I sit in darkness, the Lord will be a light to me. 9 I will bear the indignation of 

the Lord because I have sinned against him, until he pleads my cause  and executes 

judgment for me. He will bring me out to the light; I shall look upon his vindication. 

10 Then my enemy will see, and shame will cover her who said to me, “Where is the 

Lord your God?” My eyes will look upon her; now she will be trampled down like the 

mire of the streets. 

Biblical scholars recognize this passage as a prophecy of Jesus’ suffering at the time of 

his betrayal and crucifixion. They also argue that it is based upon the events of Samson’s 

betrayal and death since his story as a great hero of the Jews would have special 

resonance for them. 

How does Delilah’s betrayal of Samson and the events that follow mirror Jesus’ 

experiences as he faced his final hours on earth? 

1. _____________________________________________________________________ 

2. _____________________________________________________________________ 

3. _____________________________________________________________________ 
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4. _____________________________________________________________________ 

5. _____________________________________________________________________ 

6. _____________________________________________________________________ 

7. _____________________________________________________________________ 

 

The final word…Hebrews 11:32 And what more shall I say? For time would fail me to tell 

of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the prophets— 

 


