
CHRISTIANITY IN A POST-CHRISTIAN CULTURE:  IS THE U. S. A CHRISTIAN NATION? 
 

I. IS THIS A CHRISTIAN NATION? 
 
 

II. THE U.S. IS INCREASINGLY SECULAR AND NON-RELIGIOUS 
 
-Entertainment industry—movies, TV, internet 
-Education and cultural institutions 
-Number of Americans claiming no religious affiliation has doubled since 1990 from 8 to 15% 
-Number of self-identified Christians has dropped from 86% in 1990 to 76% today 
-Atheist/Agnostic up 360% from 1990 to 3.6 million 
-68% of Americans say religion is “losing influence.” 
-Only 48% of Americans say that religion can answer all or most of today’s problems 
-25% of the 18-29 age group now claim no religious affiliation 
 
“A remarkable culture-shift has taken place around us.  The most basic contours of American culture have been 
radically altered.  The so-called Judeo-Christian consensus of the last millennium has given way to a post-modern, post-
Christian, post-Western cultural crisis which threatens the very heart of our culture.  Clearly, there is a new narrative, a 
post-Christian narrative that is animating large portions of this society.”  (Al Mohler, president of Southern Seminary) 
 

III. HOW HAVE CHRISTIANS RESPONDED TO THIS SHIFT? 
 

A. TAKE THE CULTURE BACK—Evangelicals of the 80’s saw what the radicals of the 60’s 
accomplished in their “long march through the elite institutions” and sought to imitate it through 
political power and grassroots activism.  Evangelicals began to organize politically just like other 
constituencies, and many churches began to place their hope in a kind of redemption through 
politics process.  Personally, I remember sitting up late one election night as vote tallies came in, 
cheering at landslide results for politicians I thought would reshape the landscape of American 
morality.  Just 18 months later, I found myself dispirited and disenchanted at the failure and lack of 
results surrounding those in whom I placed such confidence.  Cal Thomas, an evangelical Christian 
and original founder of the Moral Majority echoes this,  

 
“Thirty years of trying to use government to stop abortion, preserve opposite-sex marriage, improve television and 
movie content and transform culture into the conservative Evangelical image has failed….No country can be truly 
‘Christian.’ Only people can.  God is above all nations, and, in fact, Isaiah says that ‘All nations are to Him a drop in the 
bucket and less than nothing…’ We were going through organizing like-minded people to ‘return’ America to a time of 
greater morality.  Of course, this was to be done through politicians who had a difficult time imposing morality on 
themselves!” 
 
But where in the Bible was Christianity associated with political power or power of any kind other than personal and 
spiritual?  Tim Keller writes, “Jesus Christ wins through losing, triumphs through defeat, achieves power through 
weakness and service, comes to wealth via giving all away.  In another sermon, he says, “If you seek power before 
service, you’ll neither get power nor serve.  If you seek to serve people more than to gain power, you will not only serve 
people, but you will gain influence.”  This is why Bible-believing Christians have not gained much in politics—a voting 
booth victory does little when the real cultural gatekeepers continue to drive hearts and minds in the opposite direction.  
In other words, cultural change does not come by way of political mobilization.  Ex. of Abortion—Roe v. Wade 
defeated? 
 
“For a long time now, I’ve been convinced that what happens in New York (finance), Hollywood (entertainment), 
Silicon Valley (technology), and Miami (fashion) has a far greater impact on how our culture thinks about reality than 
what happens in D.C. (politics).  It’s superimportant for us to understand that politics are reflective, not directive.  That 
is, the political arena is the place where policies are made that reflect the values of our culture—the habits of heart and 
mind—that are being shaped by these other, more strategic arenas.”  (Tullian Tchividjian, Unfashionable) 
 



Where is our confidence of redemption and where have we invested our resources?   
 

B. CULTURAL RELEVANCE—Other churches and groups responded by seeking to be “relevant” to the 
culture at large, engaging in missions, charity, poverty relief, alleviating suffering, and doing 
everything possible to speak the language of those outside the church.  If the first group thought 
Christians were too assimilated into culture this second group believed that Christians had become 
too separate.  Churches like WillowCreek and Saddleback have led the way in pioneering 
evangelism, slick publications, Christian leadership growth, and mercy ministries across the world.  
We see the church’s engagement with culture here to largely be imitative (Things Xians like—
looking for other Christians on reality shows).  Ex. of Christian products—Abreadcrumb & 
Fish, Testamints, Xian board games, and Xian music.  Many Christians are chiefly content to 
copy the world around us to prove that Christians can be cool too. But, does the church’s cultural 
significance depend exclusively on its ability to keep up with the latest fashions and fads?  In fact, 
despite the above stats on the weakening of Christian faith in America, Os Guinness writes, 
“Eternal questions and yearnings are thrusting their way up between the cracks in the sterile world 
of secular disenchantment.” 

 
“New generations are thirsting for truthfulness, not trendiness.  They long for someone to speak to them truthfully 
about a time and a place other than their own, about something and someone other than themselves.  They want 
desperately to invest their lives in something worth dying for, not some here-today-gone-tomorrow fad.  Yet just when 
our culture is yearning fro something different, many churches are developing creative ways to be the same….Contrary 
to what we’ve been hearing, our gratest need as twenty-first century churches is not structural but spiritual.  Our main 
problem is not that we’re culturally out of touch; it’s that we’re theologically out of tune.”  (Tullian Tchividjian)   
 
“The ultimate factor in a church’s engagement with society is the church’s engagement with God.” (Guinness)  
 
“We can’t engineer God’s transcendent presence; we can only fall on our faces and beg for it.  in fact, we rob this world 
of the opportunity to see God high and lifted up—above and beyond us—when we try to program him and fit him into 
contemporary categories of “cool.”  When the size of God grips us more than the size of our churches and leadership 
conferences, and when we become obsessed with surrendering our lives to God’s sovereign presence, only then will we 
be redemptively different and serve as God’s cosmic change agents in a world yearning for change.   
 
Rather than an idolatry of relevance or political victories, our church today needs the reality of God, and yet it seems 
that God rests too lightly, too inconsequentially, on the modern church.  “His truth is too distant, his grace is too 
ordinary, his judgment is too benign, his Gospel is too easy, and his Christ is too common…I want the church to be the 
church.  I want it to embody a vibrant spirituality.  I want the church to be an alternative to post-modern culture, not a 
mere echo of it.  I want a church that is bold to be different and unafraid to be faithful…a church that reflects an 
integral and undiminished confidence in the power of God’s Word, a church that can find in the midst of our present 
cultural breakdown the opportunity to be God’s people in a world that has abandoned God.”  (David Wells) 
 
“Men are God’s method.  The church is looking for better methods; God is looking for better men.”  (E.M. Bounds) I 
Corinthians 14.24-25 
 

IV. DANIEL WILL SHOW US THE WAY FORWARD 
 
Most people use Daniel, like Revelation, as some kind of code to be unlocked in order to solve the mysteries of 
eschatology and Jesus’ return.  But in reality Daniel can help us unlock the questions posed above; this book will show 
us what it means to live faithfully in a non-Xian culture.  
 

A. THE END OF JUDAH AND EXILE—BABYLON AND NEBUCHADNEZZAR 
B. JERUSALEM VS. BABYLON 
C. DANIEL AND HIS FRIENDS 
D. PRACTICAL QUESTIONS—BUSINESS, EDUCATION, MONEY, POLITICS, TOLERANCE, SUFFERING, 

SACRIFICE, GOD’S PURPOSE, AND INFLUENCE. 


