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Genesis 12:1-3

TNow the LORD said to Abram, “Go from
your country and your kindred and your
father's house to the land that | will show
you. 2 And | will make of you a great
nation, and | will bless you and make your
name great, so that you will be a

blessing. 31 will bless those who bless you,
and him who dishonors you | will curse,

and in you all the families of the earth shall
be blessed.”



Genesis 12:1-3, 7

TNow the LORD said to Abram, “Go from
your country and your kindred and your
father's house to the land that | will show
you. 2 And | will make of you a great
nation, and | will bless you and make your
name great, so that you will be a

blessing. 31 will bless those who bless you,
and him who dishonors you | will curse,

and in you all the families of the earth shall
be blessed.”

M



God
Promises

Land
Children







s s

R

L A

%S & :

; \‘.&’A}r" N %

| ?.‘.‘..:;";Pi’f'g .,\ .,"‘\P
: -\:‘i’.'ﬁ":“\' 3

e ‘._C:":}"'.:"'}'

- VN L .




Genesis 12:10-13

10 Now there was a famine in the land. So
Abram went down to Egypt to sojourn
there, for the famine was severe in the
land. ' When he was about to enter Egypt,
he said to Sarai his wife, “l know that you
are a woman beautiful in appearance, ' and
when the Egyptians see you, they will say,
‘This is his wife.” Then they will kill me, but
they will let you live-13 Say you are my
sister, that it may go well with me because
of you, and that my life may be spared for



Genesis 12:14-16

14 When Abram entered Egypt, the
Egyptians saw that the woman was very
beautiful. > And when the princes of
Pharaoh saw her, they praised her to
Pharaoh. And the woman was taken into
Pharaoh's house- '° And for her sake he dealt
well with Abram; and he had sheep, oxen,
donkeys, servants, and camels.
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God Abraham’s
Promises Reaction

Land Leaves Land
Children Leaves Wife




Evidence of a Pattern of Behavior:

Exhibit A: The Offer to Lot (Ch. 13)
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Exhibit B: The Hagar Affair (Ch. 16)
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Exhibit C: The Trip to Gerar (Ch. 20)
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Why this pattern of behavior?
(self — centeredness)

“God makes the promises ...
... | keep the promises”



Why this pattern of behavior?
* Pride (self — centeredness)
(anxiety)

“l simply cannot rely on the person
| have put in charge (me)”



How Does God Respond?



How Do | Respond?

Stage 1: You Are Dead To Me

Stage 3: Forgiveness




How Does God Respond?

Stage—+—You-AreDeadTo-Me-

Stage 3: Forgiveness




Genesis 12:17-20

17 But the LORD afflicted Pharaoh and his
house with great plagues because of Sarai,
Abram's wife. '8 So Pharaoh called Abram
and said, “What is this you have done to
me? Why did you not tell me that she was
your wife? 1 Why did you say, ‘She is my
sister,’ so that | took her for my wife? Now
then, here is your wife; take her, and go.”

20 And Pharaoh gave men orders
concerning him, and they sent him away



Genesis 12-22

is not about the twists and turns in the
life of Abraham...

... it is about the steady hand of God.




The God of Abraham is:



The God of Abraham is:

(continually involved)
* Powerful
* Patient
Exhibit A: The Offer to Lot (Ch. 13)
Exhibit B: The Hagar Affair (Ch. 16)
Exhibit C: The Trip to Gerar (Ch. 20)



The God of Abraham is:

(continually involved)
 Powerful

 Patient

God may accept our invitation...
... but he does not wait for our permission.



The God of Abraham is:

* Present (continually involved)
(large and in charge)

 Patient



The God of Abraham is:

* Present (continually involved)

(large and in charge)

 Patient

His Chosen People go down into Egypt

Descend into captivity

Promise threatened, God takes action
Using plagues, God induces Pharaoh to
free his people

They leave, heavy with spoil,



The God of Abraham is:

* Present (continually mvolved)
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(large and in charge)

 Patient

His Chosen People go down into Egypt

Descend into captivity

Promise threatened, God takes action
Using plagues, God induces Pharaoh to
free his people

They leave, heavy with spoil,

And return to the land He promised them.



The God of Abraham is:

* Present (continually involved)

« Powerful (large and in charge)

(forgiving)

—Stage—t-—You-AreDeadToMe

Stage 3: Forgiveness




Abraham trusted a God
who he believed

would raise his son
from the dead

in order to fulfill the
Promises He had made.










