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ntroducing
the ssue



From the very beginning of church 
history, false teachers arose and 
attacked biblical truth.

This required Bible-believing 
Christians to stand up and 
defend key areas of doctrine.

In the fourth-century, the 
primary area of attack was the 
deity of Christ.

Introducing the Issue



Leading the fight for orthodoxy was a 
pastor from Egypt named Athanasius.

Athanasius helped write the 
Nicene Creed, which was ratified 
in 325 under Emperor 
Constantine. It was a clear 
defense of the deity of Christ and 
of the Trinity.

He has been called the “Saint of 
Stubbornness” because of his 
unwillingness to compromise.

Introducing the Issue



Introducing the Issue

Latin depiction 
of  Trinitarian

doctrine

The doctrine of the Trinity is 
built on two fundamental 
truths:

Reality 1: There is only one 
God.

Reality 2: The one God has 
eternally existed as three 
distinct Persons, each of 
whom is equally and fully God.



Introducing the Issue

Wayne Grudem (Systematic Theology):

“The word trinity is never found in the Bible, 
though the idea represented by the word is 
taught in many places. The word trinity 
means ‘tri-unity’ or ‘three-in-oneness.’ It is 
used to summarize the teaching of Scripture 
that God is three persons yet one God.”



Introducing the Issue
• Because the word Trinity does not appear in 
Scripture, opponents of this doctrine often claim 
that it was the invention of church history. 

• Most often, these opponents point to historical 
developments in the fourth century—contending 
that belief in the doctrine of the Trinity (along with 
its corollary affirmation of the deity of Christ) were 
introduced at the Council of Nicaea.



Introducing the Issue

Dennis A. Beard 
(The Errors of the Trinity):

“The Doctrine of the Trinity did not exist 
until 325 A.D.”



Introducing the Issue

Robert Spears
(The Unitarian Handbook):

“It is an unquestionable historical fact that 
the doctrine of the Trinity is a false doctrine 
foisted into the Church during the third and 
fourth centuries; which finally triumphed by 
the aid of persecuting emperors.”



Introducing the Issue

Dan Brown
(The Da Vinci Code):

Through the mouth of one of
his characters: 

“Jesus’ establishment as ‘the 
Son of God’ was officially proposed and voted 
on by the Council of Nicaea. . . .  [It was] a 
relatively close vote at that.” 



Introducing the Issue

Jehovah’s Witnesses
(Should You Believe in the Trinity?):

“The testimony of the Bible and of history 
makes clear that the Trinity was unknown 
throughout Biblical times and for several 
centuries thereafter.”



Introducing the Issue
Jehovah’s Witnesses

(Should You Believe in the Trinity?):

“For many years, there had been much opposition 
on Biblical grounds to the developing idea that Jesus 
was God. To try to solve the dispute, Roman 
emperor Constantine summoned all bishops to 
Nicaea. . . . Constantine’s role was crucial. After two 
months of furious religious debate, this pagan 
politician intervened and decided in favor of those 
who said that Jesus was God. . . . 



Introducing the Issue
(JWs continued) “After Nicaea, debates on the 
subject continued for decades. Those who believed 
that Jesus was not equal to God even came back into 
favor for a time. But later Emperor Theodosius 
decided against them. He established the creed of 
the Council of Nicaea as the standard for his realm 
and convened the Council of Constantinople in 381 
C.E. to clarify the formula. That council agreed to 
place the holy spirit on the same level as God and 
Christ. For the first time, Christendom’s Trinity 
began to come into focus.”



Introducing the Issue
The Jehovah’s Witnesses list several early church fathers 
in support of their assertions, including:

• Justin Martyr
• Irenaeus of Lyons
• Tertullian of Carthage
• Hippolytus of Rome
• Origen of Alexandria

In so doing, the JWs completely distort what 
these men taught (as we will see).



Introducing the Issue

Key Question:

Was the doctrine of Christ’s deity (along with 
the doctrine of the Trinity) invented in the 
fourth century?

The answer to that question requires looking 
at both the biblical and historical evidence.



Introducing the Issue

Apostolic
Age (30–100)

Ante-Nicene
Period (100–325)

Council of
Nicaea (325)

Day of 
Pentecost 

What did the church believe about the deity of 
Christ before the Council of Nicaea?





Biblical Authority

Doctrine is established in Scripture, not 
in church history.

Thus, we believe in the deity of Christ 
and the Trinity because those are 
biblical truths.

In Scripture, God Himself has revealed 
to us the mystery of His Triune nature.



Biblical Authority

Reality 1: There is one true God.

Isaiah 46:9— “Remember the former things 
long past, For I am God, and there is no other; I 
am God, and there is no one like Me.”

Cf. Deuteronomy 4:35; 6:4; Isaiah 43:10–11; 45:5, 18, 21–
22; Joel 2:27; Zechariah 14:9; Malachi 2:10; Mark 12:29; 
James 2:19; 1 Timothy 2:5.



Biblical Authority

Reality 2: In His very being, God exists as three 
distinct Persons, each of whom is equally and 
fully God.

The Father is God.

2 Corinthians 1:3—“Blessed be the God and Father of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and God 
of all comfort.”

Cf. Matthew  6:9, 14; John 17:1–3; 1 Corinthians 8:6; 
Philippians 2:11; Colossians 1:3; 1 Peter 1:2; et. al.



Biblical Authority
The Son is God.

Titus 2:13—“looking for the blessed hope and 
the appearing of the glory of our great God and 
Savior, Christ Jesus.”

Cf. Isaiah 9:6; Matthew 1:23; John 1:1, 14, 18; 20:28; 
Acts 20:28; Romans 9:5; 1 Corinthians 1:24; 2 
Corinthians 4:4; Philippians 2:6; Colossians 1:15–
16; 2:9; Titus 2:13; Hebrews 1:3, 8; 2 Peter 1:1; 1 John 
5:20.



Biblical Authority
1. Jesus claimed to have a divine, heavenly origin (John 6:62; 

8:23; 16:28; 17:5)

2. Jesus claimed to possess divine authority:

a. Over people’s eternal destinies (John 8:24; cf. Luke 
12:8–9; John 5:22, 27–29)

b. Over the Sabbath (Matt. 12:8; Mark 2:28; Luke 6:5)

c. Over demons, disease, and the natural world

3. Jesus claimed the right to receive worship and the ability 
to answer prayer (John 14:13–14; cf. Acts 7:59; 9:10–17)

4. Jesus claimed the authority to forgive sins (Mark 2:5–11)



Biblical Authority
5. Jesus called Himself the Son of Man, a title with divine 

implications from the Old Testament (cf. Dan. 7:13–14)

6. Jesus also called Himself the Son of God, a title His 
opponents understood as a claim to deity (Matt. 27:43; John 
10:46; 19:7)

John 5:18 — “The Jews sought all the more to kill Him, 
because He not only broke the Sabbath, but also said that God 
was His Father, making Himself equal with God.”

7. Jesus called Himself “I Am,” thereby applying the Old 
Testament name Yahweh to Himself (John 8:58).



Biblical Authority
8. Jesus claimed absolute unity with the Father, such that He 

could tell His disciples, “If you’ve seen Me, you’ve seen the 
Father” (John 14:9–10; cf. 10:30; 12:45).

9. Jesus claimed to possess that which belongs only to God:

a. God’s kingdom (Matt. 13:41; 16:28; cf. Luke 1:33)

b. God’s elect (Matt. 24:30–31)

c. God’s angels (Matt. 13:41; 24:30–31)

10. The rest of the New Testament affirms that Jesus is God 
(John 1:1; Acts 20:28; Romans 9:5; 1 Corinthians 1:24; 2 
Corinthians 4:4; Philippians 2:6; Colossians 1:15–16; 2:9; 
Titus 2:13; Hebrews 1:3, 8; 2 Peter 1:1; 1 John 5:20).



Biblical Authority

The Son is not the Father. 

John 1:1–2—“In the beginning was the Word, 
and the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God. He was in the beginning with God.” 

Cf. Matthew 11:27; John 3:35; 4:34; 5:30–32, 37; 6:38; 
10:36; 12:49; 14:8–11; 17:20–24; Galatians 4:41 John 2:1; 
Hebrews 7:25.



Biblical Authority

The Holy Spirit is God.

Acts 5:3–4—“But Peter said, ‘Ananias, why has Satan 
filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit and to keep 
back some of the price of the land? While it remained 
unsold, did it not remain your own? And after it was 
sold, was it not under your control? Why is it that you 
have conceived this deed in your heart? You have not 
lied to men but to God.’”



Biblical Authority
The Spirit possesses all of the attributes of deity. 
(Genesis 1:2; 6:3; Job 33:4; Psalm 139:7–8; John 3:3–8; 14:23; 1 
Corinthians 2:10–11; 6:16,19;  2 Corinthians 3:18; Hebrews 
9:14; 10:15–16; 2 Thessalonians 2:13; 1 Peter 1:10–11; 2 Peter 
1:21)

Moreover, He is a Person who possesses the 
attributes of personhood. (Mark 3:29; John 14:26; 16:8; 
Acts 8:29; 13:2; 16:6; Romans 8:26; 15:30; 1 Corinthians 12:11; 
Ephesians 4:30; 1 Timothy 4:1; Hebrews 10:29; Revelation 
2:7)



Biblical Authority

The Spirit is not the Father nor the Son. 
Thus, each Member of the Trinity is a distinct Person.

John 14:16–17—“I will ask the Father, and He will give 
you another Helper, that He may be with you forever; 
that is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot 
receive, because it does not see Him or know Him, but 
you know Him because He abides with you and will be 
in you.”

Cf. Isaiah 48:16; Matthew 28:19; Luke 3:21; John 14:26; 
16:13–14; Romans 8:27; Hebrews 9:8.



Biblical Authority

On this basis, the Bible often refers to God in ways 
that emphasize all three Members of the Trinity. 

2 Corinthians 13:14—“The grace of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of 
the Holy Spirit, be with you all.”

Cf. Matthew 28:19; Romans 14:17–18; 15:13–17; 15:30; 1 
Corinthians 6:11, 17–19; 12:4–6; 2 Corinthians 1:21–22; 3:4–6; 
Galatians 2:21–3:2; Ephesians 2:18; 21–22;  3:11–17; 4:4–6; 
5:18–20; Philippians 2:1, 6; Colossians 1:6–8;                          
1 Thessalonians 1:1–5; 4:2, 8; 5:18–19; 2 Thessalonians 2:13, 
14; 3:5; Titus 3:4–6; Hebrews 9:14; 1 John 3:23–24; Jude 20–
21.



Biblical Authority
The actual word “Trinity” may not be found in 
Scripture; but the concept is inherently biblical.

Trinitarian doctrine is revealed implicitly in the 
Old Testament and explicitly in the New 
Testament.

Thus, any discussion about the history of 
Trinitarianism must begin with the fact that this 
is a truth established in the Word of God, and 
not in the minds of men who lived centuries after 
the apostolic age.





Patristic Affirmation
NOTE: Early Christian leaders understood the 
Scriptures alone to be their authority. 

Gregory of Nyssa: “Let the inspired Scripture, then, 
be our umpire, and the vote of truth will surely be 
given to those whose dogmas are found to agree with 
the Divine words.” 



The Son is God
Ignatius of Antioch (c. 50–117): 

“For our God, Jesus Christ, was, according 
to the appointment of God, conceived . . . 
by the Holy Ghost.”  (Ephesians, 18)

(Again): “Every kind of magic was destroyed, and every bond of 
wickedness disappeared; ignorance was removed, and the old 
kingdom abolished, God Himself being manifested in human 
form for the renewal of eternal life.” (Ephesians, 19)

(Again): “We have also as a Physician the Lord our God Jesus the 
Christ the only-begotten Son and Word, before time began, but 
who afterwards became also man, of Mary the virgin. For ‘the 
Word was made flesh.’” (Ephesians, 7)



The Son is God
Polycarp of Smyrna (c. 69–155): 

“Now may the God and Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the 
eternal High Priest himself, the 
Son of God Jesus Christ, build 
you up in faith and truth . . . , 
and to us with you, and to all 
those under heaven who will yet believe in our 
Lord and God Jesus Christ and in his Father who 
raised him from the dead. (Philippians, 12.2)



The Son is God
Justin Martyr (100–165): 

“And that Christ being Lord, and God 
the Son of God, . . . has been 
demonstrated fully by what has been said.”  

(Again): “The Father of the universe has 
a Son; who also, being the first-begotten Word of God, 
is even God.” 

(Again): “For if you had understood what has been 
written by the prophets [about Christ], you would not 
have denied that He was God, Son of the only, 
unbegotten, unutterable God.”   (Dialogue, 63, 126, 128)



The Son is God
Tatian the Syrian (110–172): 

“We do not act as fools, O Greeks, 
nor utter idle tales when we 
announce that God was born in
the form of man.”

(Address to the Greeks, 21)



The Son is God
Melito of Sardis (d. c. 180):

“He that hung up the earth in space was Himself hanged 
up; He that fixed the heavens was fixed with nails; He 
that bore up the earth was born up on a tree; the Lord of 
all was subjected to ignominy in a naked body—God put 
to death!  . . . 

In order that He might not be seen, the luminaries 
turned away, and the day became darkened—because 
they slew God, who hung naked on the tree. . . . This is 
He who made the heaven and the earth, and in the 
beginning, together with the Father, fashioned man. 

(The Philosopher, 5)



The Son is God
Irenaeus of Lyons (d. c. 202): 

“That He is Himself in His own right, beyond all 
men who ever lived, God, and Lord, and King 
Eternal, and the Incarnate  Word, proclaimed by 
all the prophets, the apostles, and by the Spirit 
Himself, may be seen by all who have attained 
to even a small portion of the truth. Now, 
the Scriptures would not have testified these things of Him, if, 
like others, He had been a mere man.” (Against Heresies, 3.19.2)

(Again): “He received testimony from all that He was very man, 
and that He was very God, from the Father, from the Spirit, 
from angels, from the creation itself, from men, from apostate 
spirits and demons.” (Against Heresies, 4.6.7)



The Son is God
Tertullian of Carthage (c. 160–225):

“Christ is also God” because 
“that which has come forth from 
God [in the virgin birth] is at 
once God and the Son of God, 
and the two are one. . . . In His
birth, God and man united.”

(On the Soul, 41; Apology, 21)



The Son is God
Hippolytus of Rome (c. 170–235):

“The Logos alone of this God is from God 
himself; wherefore also the Logos is God, 
being the substance of God.”

(Refutation of All Heresies, 10.29)



The Son is God
Caius of Milan (180–217): 

[In response to those who denied the deity of Christ]: 
“The Holy Scriptures, in the first place, contradict them. 
And then, besides, there are writings of . . . Justin and 
Miltiades, and Tatian and Clement, and many others, in 
all [of] which divinity is ascribed to Christ. For who is 
ignorant of the books of Irenaeus and Melito, and the 
rest, which declare Christ to be God and man? All the 
psalms, too, and hymns of brethren, which have been 
written from the beginning by the faithful, celebrate 
Christ the Word of God, ascribing divinity to Him.”   

(Against the Heresy of Artemon, 2.1)



The Son is God
Origen of Alexandria (c. 185–254): 

“Jesus Christ . . . while He was 
God, and though made man, 
remained God as He was
before.”

(De Principiis. Cited from E. Calvin 
Beisner, God in Three Persons, 80)



The Son is God
Novatian of Rome (c. 200–258): 

“Scripture has as much described Jesus 
Christ to be man, as moreover it has also 
described Christ the Lord to be God. . . . 
This same Jesus is called also God and the 
Son of God.” 

(On the Trinity, 11)



Patristic Affirmation

From their reading of Scripture, early 
Christian leaders recognized that Jesus is 
God, and also that the Holy Spirit is God.

Consequently, they affirmed the concept of 
the Trinity long before the Council of Nicaea 
in the fourth century.



Patristic Affirmation
Polycarp (c. 69–160): 

“Lord God Almighty, the Father of thy 
beloved and blessed Son Jesus Christ
. . . I praise Thee for all things, I bless 
Thee, I glorify Thee, along with the 
everlasting and heavenly Jesus Christ, 
Thy beloved Son, with whom, to Thee, 

and the Holy Ghost, be glory both now and to all 
coming ages. Amen.” 

(Martyrdom of Polycarp, 15)



Patristic Affirmation
Justin Martyr (c. 100–165):

“ The most true God, the Father of 
righteousness and temperance and other 
virtues, who is free from all impurity. But both 
Him, and the Son . . .  and the prophetic Spirit, 
we worship and adore, knowing them in 
reason and truth.” 

(First Apology, 6, 61)



Patristic Affirmation
Tertullian of Carthage (c. 160–225):

“Thus the connection of the Father in 
the Son, and of the Son in the 
Paraclete, produces three coherent 
Persons, who are yet distinct One 
from Another. These Three are one 
essence, not one Person, as it is said, ‘I 
and my Father are One,’ in respect of 
unity of substance not singularity of 
number.”  (Against Praxeas, 25)



Patristic Affirmation
Hippolytus of Rome (170–235): 

“[It is] the Father who is above all, the Son who is 
through all, and the Holy Spirit who is in all. And we 
cannot otherwise think of one God, but by believing in 
truth in Father and Son and Holy Spirit. . . . For it is 
through this Trinity that the Father is glorified. . . . The 

whole Scriptures, then, proclaim this truth.” (Against 

Noetus, 14)



Patristic Affirmation
Origen (again): “Moreover, nothing in 
the Trinity can be called greater or less, 
since the fountain of divinity alone 
contains all things by His word and 
reason, and by the Spirit of His mouth 
sanctifies all things which are worthy of 
sanctification.”  (De Principiis, 1.3.7)

(Again): “But in our desire to show the divine benefits 
bestowed upon us by Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
which Trinity is the fountain of all holiness.” (DP, 1.4.2)





Creedal Articulation
All of the early church evidence we have considered so 
far was from before the fourth century of church 
history. 

It thus becomes obvious that the councils, creeds, and 
Christian leaders of the fourth century did not invent 
anything new, they simply affirmed and articulated
that which had been established in the Scripture and 
taught by those who had come before them.



Creedal Articulation
At the Council of Nicaea in 325—when the deity of Christ 
came under attack—the true church arose to defend it from 
Arian attack.

KEY POINT: The Council of Nicaea did not determine or 
establish the doctrine of Christ’s deity. It rather affirmed and 
defended the doctrine that had always been taught by the 
church going back to the time of the apostles and being 
established in the Scriptures.

Modern sources like The Da Vinci Code might claim that the 
deity of Christ was determined by a relatively close vote at 
the Council of Nicaea, but that is simply not true. 



Creedal Articulation
First of all, the doctrine of the deity of Christ is 
established in the Word of Christ. 

Second, that doctrine was clearly affirmed by 
Christians in the generations prior to Nicaea. 

Third, the affirmation of His deity at Nicaea was 
overwhelmingly recognized by those who participated 
in the Council. Of the 318 bishops who attended, 316 
signed the Nicene Creed. The two who did not were 
diehard supporters of Arius.



Creedal Articulation
The Nicene Creed (325): 

“We believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of all things, 
visible and invisible; and in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of 
God, begotten from the Father, only-begotten, that is, from the 
essence of the Father, God from God, light from light, true God 
from true God, begotten not made, of one essence with the 
Father, through Whom all things came into being, things in 
heaven and things on earth, Who because of us men and because 
of our salvation came down and became incarnate, becoming 
man, suffered and rose again on the third day, ascended to the 
heavens, and will come again to judge the living and the dead; 
and in the Holy Spirit.



Creedal Articulation

Roger Olson: 

“A few groups flatly deny the doctrine of the Trinity as 
false and perhaps an invention of certain church 
fathers unduly influenced by the Roman emperor 
Constantine. But church history proves these groups 
wrong. The very earliest church fathers believed in 
the Trinity, and the Trinity is strongly implied in 
Scripture. In fact, there’s no way to make sense of 
Scripture without it!” 



Creedal Articulation
Though the victory at Nicaea had been overwhelming, 
the controversy with Arianism still raged in the Roman 
Empire for another 50 years. 

In 381, at the Council of Constantinople, Arianism was 
fully and finally defeated within the Roman empire. A 
modified version of the Nicene Creed was also adopted, 
one in which more detail was given regarding the Person 
and work of the Holy Spirit.





Though he was only a deacon at the 
time of the Council of Nicea (325), 
Athanasius spent most of the fourth 
century fighting against Arianism.  

He became the bishop of 
Alexandria just a few years after 
the Council (in 328).

Coming Full Circle



John Piper: 

“Within two years after taking office as Bishop of 
Alexandria, Athanasius became the flash point of 
controversy. Most of the bishops who had signed the 
Creed of Nicaea did not like calling people heretics, 
even if they agreed with this basic affirmation of 
Christ’s deity. They wanted to get rid of Athanasius and 
his passion for this cause. Athanasius was accused of 
levying illegal taxes. 

Coming Full Circle



John Piper: 

(continued) There were accusations that he was too 
young when ordained, that he used magic, that he 
subsidized treasonable persons, and more. 
Constantine did not like Athanasius’s hard line either 
and called him to Rome in 331 to face the charges the 
bishops were bringing. The facts acquitted him, but his 
defense of the Nicene formulation of Christ’s deity was 
increasingly in the minority.”

Contending for Our All, p. 50.

Coming Full Circle



Athanasius was banished from his 
church no less than five times (for a 
total of 17 years) during his ministry 
career.

At times, it seemed like he was 
all alone. He became known by 
the famous motto, Contra 
Mundum (“Against the world.”)

Coming Full Circle



First Exile (336–338)

Athanasius was accused of 
kidnapping another bishop 
(named Arsenius) and cutting off 
his hand for use in magical 
incantations.

Coming Full Circle



John Piper: 

“[Athanasius’s enemies] bribed Arsenius, a bishop in 
Hypsele (on the Nile in southern Egypt), to disappear 
so that the rumor could be started that Athanasius had 
arranged his murder and cut off one of his hands to use 
for magic. Constantine was told and asked for a trial to 
be held in Tyre. Meanwhile one of Athanasius’s trusted 
deacons had found Arsenius hiding in a monastery and 
hand taken him captive and brought him secretly to 
Tyre. At the trial the accusers produced a human hand 
to confirm the indictment.

Coming Full Circle



(continued) But Athanasius was ready. ‘Did you know 
Arsenius personally?’ he asked. ‘Yes’ was the eager 
reply from many sides. So Arsenius was ushered in 
alive, wrapped up in a cloak. When he was revealed to 
them, they were surprised but demanded an 
explanation of how he had lost his hand. Athanasius 
turned up his cloak and showed that one hand at least 
was there. There was a moment of suspense, artfully 
managed by Athanasius. Then the other hand was 
exposed, and the accusers were requested to point out 
whence the third hand had been cut off”      
(Contending for Our All, 50–51).

Coming Full Circle



In spite of his innocence being 
proven, he was still sent into exile 
when his opponents accused him 
of interfering with wheat 
shipments from Alexandria to 
Rome.  He was sent to Treveri
(near modern-day Luxembourg). 

He was able to return to 
Alexandria after Constantine died 
and his sons came to the throne

Coming Full Circle



Second & Third Exiles
(339–346 & 356–362)

One of Arius’s supporters was 
able to convince Constantine’s 
son (Constantius II) that 
Athanasius was dangerous.

On multiple occasions, 
Constantius II sent troops to 
expel Athanasius from 
Alexandria.

Coming Full Circle



Stephen Nichols:

“Whenever Athanasius’s crusade against Arianism was 
gaining traction, Constantius II stepped in. He would 
dispatch some troops to have Athanasius exiled – one 
time Athanasius was carried away during a 
Communion service. When the public and clerical 
outcry grew too large for Constantius II to ignore, he 
would reluctantly let Athanasius return to his post as 
bishop.”

For Us and for Our Salvation, 64

Coming Full Circle



Fourth Exile
(362–364)

The fourth exile took place under 
Emperor Julian who attempted 
to take the Roman Empire back 
into paganism. When it became 
obvious that Athanasius was 
resolute in his Christian 
conviction, Julian drove him out 
of Alexandria. The exile ended 
when Julian died.

Coming Full Circle



Fifth Exile
(365–366)

The fifth and final exile occurred 
under Emperor Valens who 
simply evicted Athanasius 
because he had been earlier 
exiled by Julian. When Valens 
realized that the people of 
Alexandria loved Athanasius, he 
had him restored to his office.

Coming Full Circle



Stephen Nichols:

“One has to ask why Athanasius endured so much for 
so long.  . . . The person of Christ, Athanasius believed, 
had everything to do with the work of Christ. If the 
church got it wrong on the person of Christ, the church 
would be wrong on the work of Christ. Athanasius 
spent six decades contending for a letter and 
contending against the world for the sake of the 
gospel.” 

For Us and for Our Salvation, 66=67

Coming Full Circle



Steve Lawson:
“When the cardinal doctrines of the faith were under siege, 
Athanasius held tenaciously to biblical fidelity in his day. 
This African Father faithfully guarded the high ground of 
Christian truth at a time when others retreated amid rising 
persecution. No matter what, the bishop of Alexandria was 
willing to stand firm upon Scripture and, whenever 
necessary, defend Scripture with Scripture.

The need is the same in this hour of history. Nothing 
has changed. The truth is always under ruthless assault and 
the stakes are always high. 

Coming Full Circle



Steve Lawson:
(continued) In every generation, men of God must follow in 
the footsteps of this magnificent Church Father, remaining 
faithful to the text of Scripture.

We must not shy away from doctrinal disputes that 
strike against the very heart of the gospel. We must not 
flinch in the face of divisive attacks. The ever-changing 
tides of popular fads that are sweeping through the church 
today must not prevail over God-authored doctrines. We 
must lift high the person and work of the Lord Jesus 
Christ.” (Pillars of Grace, 156)

Coming Full Circle





Five points I hope you take from today’s seminar:

1. Fundamental doctrines are worth fighting for, even if it 
means being unpopular, because eternity is at stake. 
The deity of Christ is one of those doctrines.

2. The authority for why we believe in the deity of Christ 
and the Trinity is the Word of God. We believe those 
truths because they are taught in Scripture. 

3. Though it is not authoritative, church history 
overwhelmingly affirms the truth of Christ’s deity. 

The Takeaway



4. In spite of their claims, the Jehovah’s Witnesses and 
Dan Brown’s The DaVinci Code are totally wrong. They 
prey on Christians’ ignorance about church history to 
distort the truth.

5. Our prayers and worship are rightly directed to the Lord 
Jesus Christ, because He is God, the glorious second 
member of the Trinity.

The Takeaway



You can find the substance of this 
presentation in my Master’s Seminary 

Journal article at this link:

“Did Constantine Invent the Trinity?”

www.tms.edu/msj/msj24-2-5

The Takeaway


