
Place the stand 
inside the 18-in. 

container and fill 
with potting mix. 

Settle the second 
container into the 

soil of the first. 

The two top 
containers sit 
on the lip of 

the ones below.

ASSEMBLY
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Here’s how you can make a tipping pot stand 
just like the one in the photo at right. You 

may have seen it in our Container Challenge 2007 
story in issue 81, too. 

The stand used for the containers in the photo 
at right was made of rebar and steel plates. Here’s 
an alternative that uses treated wood and a 
threaded rod. Check the materials and tools list 
below before you go to the hardware store.

STEP 1 MEASURE AND CUT Terra-cotta containers 
come in a variety of shapes and sizes. If your con-
tainer is a different size or shape than the ones 
here, you’ll need to adjust the measurements for 
the wooden “wings” based on what you have.  

Follow the directions in “Wing pattern,” upper 
right. Cut angles at each end of one board. These 
angles help the bottom wing fit snugly inside the 
tapered sides of the container. 

STEP 2 DRILL THE HOLES Find and mark the center 
on the long edges of each 2x6 by measuring the 
halfway point of both the length and width.  Using 
a ½-in. bit, drill a hole through each piece of 
wood, as the pattern shows. You’ll be threading 
the rod through this hole later. 

If your bit isn’t long enough to drill all the way 
through, don’t worry. Just start at the mark on the 
top edge and go as deep as you can. Complete the 

hole by turning the board over 
and drilling from the center 
mark on the bottom until the bit 
breaks through to the already 
drilled hole.

STEP 3 PUT IT ALL TOGETHER Once 
the holes are drilled, you can 
put the stand together. Thread a 
nut onto the rod and twist it to 
about 13 inches from the end. 
Slip a washer onto the rod and then put on the 
wooden wing with straight ends. Twist it up until 
there’s enough room for the next wing. Now add 
the bottom wing with the tapered ends and the 
remaining washer and nut. Tighten the top nut 
so the two boards fit together snugly. 

With that all done, the stand is ready to go in 
the 18-inch container. Check out the “Assembly” 
illustration to see how it all fits together. Once 
the stand is in place, fill the largest container 
with potting mix to about 2 inches below the 
rim of the pot. As you’re filling, make sure the 
rod stays straight. Now slip the 12-inch con-
tainer over the rod and fill it with soil. Do this 
with the other two containers, too. When all the 
containers are filled with soil, you’re ready to 
add your plants!

2 12-in. lengths of 2x6 
  treated lumber
1 4-ft.-long ½-in. threaded rod  
2 ½-in. washers 
2 ½-in. nuts 
1 8-in. terra-cotta container

2 12-in. terra-cotta containers
1 18-in. terra-cotta container
Tape measure
Saw for cutting lumber
Drill and ½-in. drill bit
Potting mix

MATERIALS AND TOOLS

Wooden 
wings

TIPPING CONTAINER STAND

Washer and nut

Washer and nut

Threaded rod

12-in. pot

12-in. pot

8-in. pot

18-in. pot

Cut away part of 
the bottom wing to make 
it fit in your pot better. 

Drill a 1⁄2-in. 
hole through 
the center of 

each 2x6.

WING PATTERN

1 in. 

1 in. 

1 in. 

1 in. 
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