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Coordinator: Welcome and thank you for standing by.  Just as a reminder, these lines are 

being recorded.  If you have any objections you may disconnect at this time.  

This call will be listen-only until we queue up for comments.  I would now 

like to introduce you to your host, Kristy Beard, you may begin.  

 

Kristy Beard: Thank you very much.  Welcome and thank you all for joining us tonight.  

This is the first of four public listening sessions on our Request for 

Information about Aquaculture Opportunity Areas, which you'll also hear us 

refer to as AOAs.   

 

 We're accepting comments until December 22.  We will not be using video 

tonight but we have a slide presentation through the WebEx platform, that will 

take about 30 minutes.  All audio is through the phone.  And I will give you 

instructions at the end of the presentation for how to get in the queue to 

provide oral comments, which will be limited to two minutes each.   

 

 Our meeting tonight is being recorded and we'll have a transcript of the 

meeting as a record of your comments.  I'm Kristy Beard, a policy analyst 

with the NOAA Fisheries Office of Aquaculture in Silver Spring, Maryland.  
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I'm the national lead as we start the process of identifying Aquaculture 

Opportunity Areas, which I'll explain more later.  

 

 With me is Dr. James Morris, from the NOAA National Ocean Services 

National Centers for Coastal Ocean Science.  James leads the team of people 

working on planning and siting tools which they'll use to provide the science 

that helps us identify Aquaculture Opportunity Areas.  And he'll tell you more 

about that process.  

 

 So I'll spend about 15 minutes explaining AOAs and James will spend about 

15 minutes explaining the science piece.  Then I'll summarize the questions 

we're asking in the request for information, before we turn it over to you to 

provide us your comments.  

 

 The purpose for our meeting tonight is to provide an introduction to 

Aquaculture Opportunity Areas required by the May 7, 2020 executive order 

on promoting American seafood competitiveness and economic growth or EO 

13-921.  We published a request for information on October 23 as an early 

part of the AOA process.   

 

 In that request for information we asked questions related to what areas of the 

country we should consider for future AOAs.  We also asked questions about 

areas within federal waters of the Gulf of Mexico and Southern California, 

where we're focusing our efforts to identify the first two of ten AOAs.   

 

 Tonight we're accepting oral public comments about those questions.  We 

scheduled our four public meetings so that each has a specific focus. The 

national questions which are our focus tonight; the Gulf of Mexico or 

Southern California, which are both the focus of future meetings.  
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 Even though each meeting has a focus we'll accept comments on any of the 

questions at each meeting. You don't need to attend multiple meetings. We'll 

not have a question-and-answer session tonight.  We've incorporated answers 

to the common questions we've been hearing, into our presentation.  We also 

(won't) be accepting comments about any specific permit applications.   

 

 So all of that said, what's an Aquaculture Opportunity Area and why are we 

identifying them?  That executive order I mentioned, requires that the 

Secretary of Commerce which NOAA falls under, identify at least two 

geographic areas containing locations suitable for commercial aquaculture 

within one year of the date the executive order was signed.   

 

 Then within two years of identifying each of those geographic areas, we need 

to complete a programmatic environmental impact statement, or PEIS, for 

each area, to assess the impact of siting aquaculture facilities there.  For each 

of the following four years, we then need to repeat that process until we have 

a total of ten Aquaculture Opportunity Areas.  

 

 And they'll be referred to as AOAs once the programmatic EIS is complete.  

So as we identify two geographic areas per year and spend the following two 

years on a programmatic environmental impact statement, you can see that 

we'll be busy with multiple overlapping projects over seven years.  

 

 We're in year one now, but in years three, four and five, we'll have six 

overlapping AOA processes going at the same time - four in some stage of the 

programmatic EIS and two in the stage of identifying geographic areas.  At 

the end of the seven year process in May of 2027, we expect to have identified 

ten areas and completed the programmatic EIS for each one.   
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 The three year process to identify and complete a programmatic EIS for each 

Aquaculture Opportunity Area, will result in the identification of areas that 

through a science and community based approach, is determined to be 

environmentally, socially, and economically suitable for aquaculture.   

 

 The areas identified as AOAs will have characteristics that are expected to 

support multiple aquaculture farm sites of varying types, but all portions of 

the AOA may not be appropriate for aquaculture or for all types of 

aquaculture.  Individual aquaculture operations within AOAs could be for 

shellfish, macro-algae or (fin) fish for a combination of species within an 

operation or within an AOA.   

 

 Also of note is that in the future, AOAs could be identified in federal or state 

waters or a combination of the two.  If states expressed interest in AOAs in 

state waters we'll take that into consideration as we compile the information 

we receive about what areas we should focus on for future AOAs.  

 

 In August we announced that we had selected federal waters off of Southern 

California and the Gulf of Mexico, for science based evaluation and 

identification of the first two AOAs.  The US exclusive economic zone is over 

3.4 million square nautical miles which is just too much space for us to 

consider at one time to identify AOAs.   

 

 For the past several years, the Gulf of Mexico and Southern California, have 

been areas of interest for domestic aquaculture producers.  This is because of 

ideal ocean conditions, access to markets, and established (shortage) 

infrastructure.  There's also a lot of existing spatial analysis data in the Gulf of 

Mexico and Southern California which makes them a good place for us to 

start.   
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 To be clear, because we've heard a lot of confusion around this point, all of 

Southern California and the Gulf of Mexico are not Aquaculture Opportunity 

Areas.  They're a starting point for NOAA to focus our resources.  We'll, use a 

combination of spatial analysis, scientific review, and public input to find 

more specific locations that have the potential to support multiple commercial 

aquaculture operations.  

 

 So focusing just on year one and our process to identify these first two 

geographic areas, we announced in August that we're starting in federal waters 

off of Southern California and the Gulf of Mexico.  The National Centers for 

Coastal Ocean Science or NCCOS, has been collecting data to use in their 

siting analysis, to find areas that may support sustainable aquaculture 

development.  

 

 In doing so, they'll account for important environmental, economic, social and 

cultural considerations.  We published the request for information in October 

which is what brings you here today.   

 

 And moving forward NCCOS will draft an aquaculture opportunity atlas 

based on the results of their siting analysis. We'll combine those results with 

the public input we receive through this request for information and with input 

from other federal agencies, fishery management councils, marine fisheries 

commissions and (facing) tribes, to develop some preliminary location 

alternatives.  

 

 In May of 2021 we expect to announce those preliminary alternatives which 

are the geographic areas required by the executive order, and publish the 

notice of intent to develop each programmatic environmental impact 

statement, to consider those preliminary alternatives in more depth.   
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 So there are three points of public input for each Aquaculture Opportunity 

Area. These are the initial requests for information which is where we are now 

for the first two AOAs, the notice of intent to prepare a programmatic EIS and 

the draft programmatic EIS.   

 

 We'll use the information we receive from this request for information in two 

ways.  The first is to help us determine' what regions of the country we should 

consider as we go through the process to identify two more geographic areas 

per year.  The second is to help us identify specific locations within federal 

waters, of the Gulf of Mexico and Southern California, which we'll then 

consider in more depth through the programmatic EIS process.  

 

 Once we've identified those specific locations, we'll develop preliminary 

alternatives and publish a notice of intent to prepare a programmatic EIS for 

each, the Gulf of Mexico and Southern California, and we'll solicit public 

comment.  We'll consider those comments as we draft the two programmatic 

EIS's.  There will then be a third opportunity for public input when we publish 

each draft programmatic EIS.   

 

 We expect that once we've determined what two regions of the country to 

focus on for AOAs three and four, we'll publish a new request for information 

similar to this one.  In it we'll ask questions to help us identify specific 

locations within those regions and ask again, what regions of the country we 

should consider for additional AOAs.  

 

 The entire process to identify AOAs and complete a programmatic EIS for 

each, is about planning and finding spaces that may be appropriate for 

multiple aquaculture operations.  It's not a regulatory process and it doesn't 

include an authorization or permit from NOAA Fisheries for aquaculture 

operations.   
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 Proposal for specific operations within an AOA would need to be submitted 

separately to the appropriate permitting agencies in the future.  Aquaculture 

operations are not required to be within an AOA. Projects can be proposed 

within or outside of AOAs and the identification of AOAs would not prohibit 

other legal activities within an AOA.   

 

 Once aquaculture operations are proposed within an AOA, the federal and 

state permitting and authorization requirements will be the same as they are 

anywhere else. NOAA will coordinate with the federal permitting agencies 

like the Army Corps of Engineers and Environmental Protection Agency, 

throughout the AOA process.  

 

 Each programmatic EIS will include information to inform future permitting 

and environmental consultations for those aquaculture operations.  The 

potential impact to protected species and habitats, will be considered at 

multiple points in this process.  

 

 This will create permitting efficiencies by reducing the need for duplicative 

efforts by federal and state agencies but it won't replace the need for farms to 

apply for appropriate permits.  There may also be additional NEPA analysis 

that's required during the permitting process.   

 

 Aquaculture operations that are proposed outside of AOAs wouldn't have the 

benefit of the scientific analysis or public engagement that went into 

identifying locations and completing a programmatic EIS for the AOAs.  So 

proposing aquaculture operations outside of AOAs may result in additional 

time and effort on the part of the applicants.   
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 But the AOA process isn't just about creating permitting efficiencies.  It's a 

proactive approach that combines spatial analysis, scientific review, and 

public input.  Using that, we can consider important environmental, economic, 

social, and cultural resources and identify areas that may support sustainable 

aquaculture development.  

 

 That lets us maximize the computability of AOAs with other ocean uses while 

maintaining our commitment to ocean stewardship.  So some of the common 

questions we've heard and the key points that we want you to take away from 

tonight is the selection of federal waters of the Gulf of Mexico and Southern 

California does not mean that the entire regions are Aquaculture Opportunity 

Areas.  

 

 AOAs are about spatial analysis and environmental planning.  They're not 

regulatory and this is not permitting or authorizing aquaculture through 

AOAs.  The federal and state permitting and authorization requirements are 

the same within AOAs, as anywhere else.  The identification of AOAs would 

not prohibit other legal activities from occurring within AOAs.  And AOAs 

are not related to any specific permit application.   

 

 So with that, I'll turn it over to Dr. James Morris with the Centers for Coastal 

Ocean Sciences, to explain the spatial analysis process.   

 

Dr. James Morris: Thank you, Kristy.  Tonight I would like to share with you some information 

around the marine spatial planning process that we have begun for the 

Aquaculture Opportunity Areas analysis.  But before we get into that I'd like 

to share a little bit of background about the infrastructure that NOAA has 

developed to be able to conduct marine spatial analysis and analytics 

regarding pioneering the ocean industry (block) aquaculture.   
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 We have worked to address planning requirements and science tools and 

siting analyses.  And environmental science to support aquaculture 

development and to understand what is the sustainable aquaculture 

development in the US.  We have studied international industries, we have 

worked to understand lessons learned here in our own waters.  

 

 And we've really focused on these four areas here - planning, tools, siting and 

environmental science.  Over the last decade we have been gaining 

experience.  We have worked in a number of planning and siting projects 

around the US.  If you look at the map on the right you will see that we now 

have - in offshore waters of the US we have clusters of activity that are 

happening.  

 

 We are starting to see industry interest moving into offshore waters and you'll 

notice that there is clusters of activity happening in Southern California, the 

Gulf of Mexico and in the Northeast.  We have worked on nearly all of these 

projects in working to help understand their requirements and the - providing 

the spatial planning and environmental science infrastructure to support the 

coastal management process.  

 

 We have also worked with ports and harbors in understanding their spatial 

planning needs and working on things like opportunity analyses to inform 

aquaculture development int eh most sustainable and environmentally sound 

way.  This experience now is in - encompasses dozens of projects around the 

US and we have learned a lot during those projects.   

 

 I want to point out that the federal agency in NOAA and in the Department of 

Commerce, we work to support coastal management.  We work to understand 

what the questions that are being asked of the regulatory agencies and those 

that consult with the regulatory agencies during the permitting process.  We 
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work to provide services during that permitting process to help navigate 

through those challenging science questions and spatial planning questions.  

 

 And we primarily work to provide spatial planning support to the Army Corps 

of Engineers and the EPA and others that (consult) in the permitting process, 

as well as environmental modeling and science and engineering support as 

well.  Over the last several years, we've rolled out some fairly high level 

spatial planning tools.  

 

 Some of these include tools like ocean reports which is now unquestionably 

the most sophisticated marine spatial planning tool in the US and possibly on 

the planet.  With this tool you can, and any that's available to the public, you 

can go anywhere in the US (EEZ) in federal or state waters, in the coastal 

ocean - of the coastal ocean, and draw a box, and within one second receive a 

spatial analysis of that ocean space that tells you all kinds of information 

about the ocean neighborhood of that area that you have just selected.  

 

 It tells you about the waves, it tells you about the oceanography.  It tells you 

about current.  It tells you about shipping industries and other types of 

infrastructure that might exist there in that coastal ocean.  It tells you about the 

biology and ecology of the ocean region.   

 

 And is a very powerful tool.  It's bringing literally hundreds of data layers and 

analytics to the fingertips of the American public.  We've also worked to 

release special tools like the National Aqua Map and work on issues and bring 

technology to challenges such as (well) interactions and dispersion, 

understanding of nutrients and ecosystem services around aquaculture.  

 

 We've worked to develop some tools that are really being used to help inform 

the spatial planning process.  This is largely now a big data process.  We are 
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very privileged in the US to have the opportunity to analyze lots of data 

around our coastal ocean neighborhoods.  There is all - there is data relating to 

how we use coastal oceans, the kinds of life that exists there and the types of 

industries that work there.   

 

 And all of these data have been collected over several decades and we are now 

able to utilize that data to mine that data available to make good decisions 

about future industry and use of that ocean space.  I'd like to share with you 

just in a real brief and high level way, the spatial planning process that we will 

go through for identifying the areas that are the most suitable for aquaculture 

development in the coastal oceans.  

 

 The first thing that we do is we collect in the processes, we collect 

information about the project goal.  We collect information such as what are 

the boundaries, what are the types of aquaculture, what are the environmental 

requirements and the maximum distance to or from shore report?   

 

 Here you see on the bottom right, an example of some of the answers that we 

might receive.  And these answers actually relate to an existing project that is 

being - a research project that is being done - being funded by the Department 

of Energy in California.  Here is this project that's looking for around 100 

acres available to evaluate the ability to grow a type of kelp species.  

 

 And here you see there's different (year) depth requirements and temperature 

and current velocity and wave height requirements that come with this project.  

When it comes to Aquaculture Opportunity Areas, we of course are doing the 

same thing.  We ask this question in terms of what kind of environments are 

needed.  
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 The next step that we do is we map where those environments exist that would 

allow that type of use and based on the requirements that - by the purpose and 

need of the project.  And here you can see with the map on the left, this 

represents the area that - where the project could occur.  This project for 

example, could occur both in state or federal waters and it could - and you see 

the maximum distance from port and the symmetry that is required there.  

 

 The next thing that we do is we overlay a grid over that study area.  In this 

case we're able to use a one (hex hare) grid cell.  But this grid can be a 

different size but what the grid does is it allows us to compartmentalize or to 

subdivide the study area so that we can analyze each small packet of space 

and compare that packet of space ultimately producing a heat map that will 

allow us to compare the relative suitability of all of the packets of space.  

 

 The next thing that we do is we go and we gather data and we sort and mine 

through all of our data to look for relevant data that is important for that 

specific study area.  Here you can see with this particular project, we've 

mapped things like oil and gas infrastructure that exist, and active oil leases 

and wells and pipelines that are moving through, that are going through the 

study area.  

 

 And we worked to familiarize ourselves with that study area.  And to select 

data that is the most important and the most relevant to that study area.  The 

next step is that we will build a mathematical model, a GS spatial model from 

all of the data that is deemed to be important to that study area.  And this 

mathematical model, the way that we build it is we looked at each one of the 

data layers and then in a typical siting analysis or planning analysis, we will 

be working with sometimes hundreds of data layers.  
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 We will go through each data layer and we will assess the compatibility of 

that data layer to aquaculture development.  Some data layers for example, 

have no compatibility with aquaculture developments.  Some of these would 

be things like submarine cables or other types of industry that work there that 

is (fixed).   

 

 We have some very sensitive habitats for example, and other types of areas 

that may not be compatible with aquaculture development.  But then again, we 

have other types of data which have some computability or uncertain 

compatibility.  Those data layers we score at a different level of compatibility.  

  

 And typically, we're using a - like a three score approach where data that is 

incompatible would get a zero score and data that has a - some compatibility 

or uncertain compatibility, may get a .5.  And then everything else would get a 

one for being compatible.  That allows us then to summarize and calculate a 

mean for each one of those grid cells of the overall compatibility score or 

suitability score for that small packet of space.   

 

 That allows us then of course, to develop a heat map where we are able to see 

where exactly the highest suitability cells exist within that ocean space.  And 

here you can see with the map on the right, you see the areas that are in the 

dark reddish color, those areas represent areas that have no compatibility for 

aquaculture development.  

 

 But however, we have other areas that have a higher compatibility and those 

are the areas that we want to look at further.  We then pull those areas out by 

doing a cluster analysis that we can assess the highest of the high 

compatibility scores, and assess the amount of area that might be relevant for 

that particular planning objective.  

 



NWX-DOC CONFERENCING 

Moderator: Cynthia Sandoval 

11-05-20/4:31 pm 

Confirmation # 1747690 

Page 14 

 The map on the right shows for example, how we might develop a series of 

alternatives that we then can summarize and characterize all those different 

alternatives that we could fit within that particular ocean space that is deemed 

to be the most suitable for that project study area.  

 

 So the goal of this project or the goal of this planning exercise is to develop a 

series of alternatives that we can then rank and characterize according to the 

ocean neighborhood that they are in.  And those alternatives can ultimately be 

published in an atlas so to speak, an opportunity atlas in which we would plan 

to do for this aquaculture opportunity analysis here.   

 

 We have met with industry and we have heard from them in terms of the 

project requirements or the development requirements that would be needed 

for Southern California and the Gulf of Mexico. And through that process we 

were able to determine that the depth from 10 to 150 meters is the 

approximately depth range the industry would need to develop in the Southern 

California region.  

 

 And the distance from shore of 25 nautical miles is the maximum working 

distance set for the (simple) aquaculture facility.  When we map where the 

conditions exist in federal waters of Southern California we see here that we 

have essentially four study areas.  So our goal is to look across the study areas 

and develop suitability of models for all four of those with a goal of 

identifying approximately about a dozen or less potential Aquaculture 

Opportunity Areas that would then be provided into the EIS process for 

further evaluation.  

 

 I want to make sure it's very clear that those alternatives are just alternatives, 

that the EIS process will evaluate those alternatives and select the - a 

representative area that would become the Aquaculture Opportunity Area.  
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Similarly, in the Gulf of Mexico, here you see that we met with industry and 

the project - and the needs would be from 50 to 150 meters in depth.   

 

 And we're able to use the - a delineation of eco-(reaches) along the Gulf of 

Mexico to divide into four study areas - a Western, a Central, an Eastern and a 

Southeastern study area.  And we are building suitability models for those 

areas now.  I'm pleased to say that we have been working over the last several 

weeks and we will through this public comment period, collect information on 

all of the different types of data that are relevant to the study area.  

 

 So we look forward to receiving your public comments as we work to build 

this spatial planning process.  So with that, I'll turn it back over to Kristy.   

 

Kristy Beard: Thanks, James.  I will run through the questions that we're asking in the 

request for information now.  And James if you can give me back presenter 

control I would appreciate it.  So just a reminder, the comments that we 

received through this request for information, will help in two ways - it'll help 

us determine what regions of the country we should consider for future 

Aquaculture Opportunity Areas.   

 

 And to identify specific locations within federal waters of the Gulf of Mexico 

and Southern California.  We'll then consider those areas in more depth to the 

programmatic EIS process resulting in the first two Aquaculture Opportunity 

Areas.  I'll be summarizing the questions here for brevity.  If you'd like to see 

the full list of questions or you want to provide more in depth written 

comments, you can find the request for information at www.Regulations.gov, 

by searching for NOAA-NMF-2020-0118 or by searching for the phrase 

Aquaculture Opportunity Areas.  
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 And you can always find this information on our Web site too.  So I'll be 

going through the national questions first because that's the focus of our 

listening session tonight.  And if you're following along with the questions in 

the request for information, the national questions start with number 7.  And 

just a reminder, you're welcome to provide comments on all of our questions 

tonight.  You don't need to attend multiple listening sessions.  

 

 James, I think you still have control over the slides.  Would you mind passing 

that back to me?   

 

Dr. James Morris: Kristy how… 

 

Kristy Beard: Thank you.   

 

Dr. James Morris: There you go.  Yes.   

 

Kristy Beard: So first, we want to know what regions of the country we should consider for 

future Aquaculture Opportunity Areas.  And we've broken out a list of regions 

in the request for information.  So within those regions, are there specific 

locations that we should consider for future AOAs?  Are there resource use 

conflicts in those locations that we can - we should consider?  And is there 

ongoing environmental economic or social science research that would help us 

in identification and implementation of future AOAs?   

 

 As James said, we're also looking for information on siting requirements for 

aquaculture operations to inform that spatial analysis.  So information like 

minimum and maximum depth needed to operate aquaculture firms and the 

minimum and maximum current conditions or wave climates that could 

impact farm operations and the proximity to shore.  
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 Also if states express interest should we consider state waters as areas for 

future Aquaculture Opportunity Areas?  Specific to the Gulf of Mexico and 

Southern California, James told you that we're looking at areas that are within 

the depth range of 50 to 150 meters with no specified maximum distance from 

shore.  

 

 And in Southern California, we're looking at areas in the depth range of 10 to 

150 meters with a maximum distance of 10 to 25 nautical miles from shore.  

So within those areas are there types of aquaculture that may or may not be 

supported for (other water)  depths and maximum distances from shore, that 

we should consider?   

 

 Are there specific locations or habitats that we should consider for AOAs or 

avoid within federal waters of the Gulf of Mexico or Southern California?  

Are there locations where the presence of aquaculture gear may overlap with 

areas used by protected species like large whales or sea turtles or that should 

be avoided because of concerns about harmful (algo) blooms or impaired 

water quality.  

 

 And again, is there in the Gulf of Mexico or Southern California, ongoing 

environmental economic or social science research that would help us identify 

and implement AOAs.  We're also looking for spatial data or GIS layers that 

represent environmental and socioeconomic considerations, patricianly that 

data that's not readily publicly available that we may not have access to.  

 

 So with all of that, we want to hear from you.  A few reminders before we 

begin, you can press star 1 to join the queue to provide your comments.  

There's a two minute limit per comment and I'll pull up a warning slide when 

15 seconds remain on your time.  After two minutes the operator will mute 

you.   
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 To maximize the time we have to gather your comments, we will not be 

responding to comments tonight.  And we're only accepting comments on the 

questions we asked in the request for information on Aquaculture Opportunity 

Areas.  If there's time at the end, once everyone has had a chance to provide 

their comments, you're welcome to rejoin the queue if you have additional 

comments.  

 

 And with that, we can let you queue up to provide your comments.   

 

Coordinator: So we have begun our queue for comments. If you would like to add a 

comment, as a reminder, please press star 1.  Okay.  We have our first 

comment from (Jose). Your line is open.  

 

(Jose): Yes.  I would like to suggest the US Virgin Islands and Puerto Rico be 

considered as future areas of aquaculture, areas of opportunity areas. Excuse 

me.   

 

Kristy Beard: Thank you.  

 

Coordinator: Up next we have… 

 

(Jose): You're welcome.   

 

Coordinator: …James Fletcher.  Your line is open.  

 

James Fletcher: I don't understand why you're only going to the Gulf of Mexico and Southern 

California.  (Unintelligible) cost of the United States we have the possibility 

of raising (unintelligible) scallops and sea scallops.  And that depends 

(unintelligible).  We also have the ability to pan bluefin tuna. But the problem 
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is the way that you all use the data is like a drunk uses a light post, as a crutch 

to prevent not as illumination has to proceed.   

 

 And nowhere in this do I see where you have been to the major aquaculture 

companies of the world or the major aquaculture producers like Japan and 

brought forward.  We're reinventing the wheel that they have been running for 

40 years.  So my problem is that NOAA and National Marine Fisheries, is 

using this as a way to support the Nixon/Kissinger process and stop the 

production of seafood in the United States. 

 

 And this should be - I started in 1960 trying to get aquaculture project through 

and have never been successful.  And with the agencies that you have listed 

you will not be successful.  We have got to change.  What you need to do is so 

you can get a permit for $10 and for five years you can do anything you want 

to.  But because you are starting in California and the Gulf of Mexico, I’m 70 

years old, I stand no chance of being able to see it done on the East Coast.   

 

 So I'd like to comment more after it comes back.  But we have got to change 

this if we're going to produce seafood because we're now importing 92 to 93% 

of our seafood and we should be producing… 

 

Coordinator: Okay.  Sorry about that James… 

 

Kristy Beard: Thank you.  

 

Coordinator: …your time has come up.  If you would like to queue for a comment please 

press star 1.  Up next we have (Lance Mason).  Your line is open.  

 

(Lance Mason): Hi.  Thank you.  Can you hear me okay?  Well thank you for the opportunity 

to comment.  I'm a commercial fisherman based on Santa Barbara, California 
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and specifically, I've bene diving for sea urchins for the last 30 odd years.  

And I just wanted - I haven't - I'm new to the process so I may not be 

commenting directly in response to your questions with regard to areas that 

are in - we're interested in or any of the other questions.  

 

 But I just wanted to raise the concern and the interest of NOAA and to 

encourage you to support local community fisheries and local communities in 

supporting aquaculture futures.  

 

 You know, we're aware of venture capital that may come in and purchase 

large tracts and you may be more inclined to work with a venture capital or 

investment aquaculture interest, and what I wanted to do was to just to let you 

know that you could do a lot by supporting community based fisheries to 

enable those commercial fisheries to expand into - and to be able to evolve as 

the climate evolves and to enable us to be able to continue to provide local 

sustainable food, be it aquaculture or local commercial fisheries to the 

community and to our regions where we live.  

 

 The previous gentleman was suggesting that we're importing over 90% of our 

seafood which is true and the aquaculture that is - tends to be espoused is 

factories, farms of catfish on land.  But, you know, there is obviously some 

vast ocean availability to grow shellfish and live fish.  And I just wanted to 

encourage you to… 

 

Coordinator: Time is up.  Up next we have (Elizabeth Walker).  Your line is open.  

 

(Elizabeth Walker): Hi there.  Can you hear me?  Hello?   

 

Kristy Beard: Yes, we can.  
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(Elizabeth Walker): Okay.  Thank you.  I was just calling to comment on the last caller.  Say 

that I totally agree.  I think that - I know it's a lot more work to go with more 

of a community based approach than going in with a big person that's already, 

you know, a huge part of the industry, big business.  But I think that it would 

be great if you guys could really focus on the community aspect of it too and 

work with the local people that are already in the business.  That's all I had.  

 

Kristy Beard: Thank you.   

 

Coordinator: Our next coming is from (Marianne).  Your line is open.  

 

(Marianne Cafone): Hey there.  This is (Marianne Cafone).  I live in the Gulf of Mexico.  I 

work with an organization called Recirculating Farms.  We’re a nonprofit that 

works with land based aqua products and aquaculture.  And so I just - I 

wanted to mention that I'd really like to see NOAA and NMF doing more to 

support research and leading land based aquaculture and aquaponics.   

 

 I know you all have come around to that a bit in recent years.  But it has been 

successful globally and it is becoming more successful and mainstream in the 

United States.  And so I'd like to see more of that.  And then the second part is 

I am very concerned about designating AOAs in the Gulf of Mexico because 

we have consistent violent storms.  

 

 I have been in multiple hurricanes over the years.  We have seven times in the 

cone in New Orleans and Louisiana this year, in coastal Louisiana.  So it 

seems very concerning to be encouraging people to do aquaculture in the 

Gulf.   

 

 And then my last bit on this is that I’m confused as to why we are doing these 

designations at all.  Because based on the information I just saw it looks like 



NWX-DOC CONFERENCING 

Moderator: Cynthia Sandoval 

11-05-20/4:31 pm 

Confirmation # 1747690 

Page 22 

it's just simply a name, the Aquaculture Opportunity Area.  It's not linked to 

any permitting benefits or speeding up aquaculture or anything related to 

permitting.  It just - it seems like we're just naming areas and I'm not sure why 

we're spending so much time and money to do that if there's no benefit.  

Thank you.   

 

Kristy Beard: Thank you.   

 

Coordinator: We have no comments in the queue at the moment.  And as a reminder, if you 

would like to add a comment please press star 1.  Our next comment is from 

(Alex Buentello).  Your line is open.   

 

(Alex Buentello): Yes.  Thank you.  So we have a very small company in San Diego, that is 

dedicated to the production of sustainable bluefin tuna.  We have (patch) 

reproduction as well as (speed).  And we have been waiting for about ten 

years for this to open up.  I concur with the comments by James, the first 

person and also (Elizabeth), in terms of our small businesses needing more 

support at the local level.  

 

 And right now all our market is export because the conditions do not exist 

here.  And whereas I'm all for considering science and the analyzed carefully 

how you open up aquaculture, it seems to me that this is an overkill; that there 

is a lot of information that is already available elsewhere.  So we don't need to 

be reinventing things.  Thank you.   

 

Kristy Beard: Thank you.   

 

Coordinator: Up next we have Brett Veerhusen.  Your line is open.  
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Brett Veerhusen: Yes.  Thank you everybody for your really helpful presentation.  My name is 

Brett Veerhusen.  I run the public affairs firm called Ocean Strategies, 

working with commercial fishermen and the secret supply chain nationwide.  

Just a couple of quick comments for the record.   

 

 I really support the idea of looking at, you know, within each region as we try 

and define these kind of specific sightings on AOAs, really utilizing the 

fishery management councils within each region and the science available 

there.  I didn't hear the mention of working with commercial fishermen I don't 

think once, in today's presentation.  

 

 And I think it's vitally important that you work with the existing harvesters 

using the ocean today for its natural resources.  And really understanding the 

science available to those user groups to help define current and future AOAs 

and really trying to understand the different impacts of where current 

commercial fishing exists and where it could exist in the future, such as 

rebuilding plans, such as climate change and shifting stocks.  

 

 And so I'd like the agency to really dig in with the fishery management 

councils, the AP, the SFC and really try and pull out as much information as 

possible of current and future potential existing fishing opportunities.  And 

really get the message out that you are taking comments to the commercial 

fishing industry because it has been frankly, very little I've seen right now, 

that these comment periods are open.  Thank you.   

 

Kristy Beard: Thank you.  

 

Coordinator: Okay.  There are no new comments in the queue.  Kristy, are we doing rejoin 

comments for now?   
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Kristy Beard: Yes.  Thank you.   

 

Coordinator: Okay.  Once again, we have James with a comment.  Your line is open.   

 

James Fletcher: I have a question.  In 1970, the US Congress put aquaculture under the 

Department of Agriculture.  Now executive order 13-921 says that we will 

increase aquaculture.  But how did NOAA and National Marine Fisheries take 

on aquaculture?  Because under the Congressional law if I am correct, 

aquaculture is under agriculture.  So can you take a minute or two to explain 

to me how NOAA and National Marine Fisheries have taken over 

aquaculture?   

 

 Because as I said earlier, in the '60s I tried to do it and NOAA and National 

Marine Fisheries were the agency that were blocking it.  So my question is 

how does NOAA and National Marine Fisheries even under executive order 

13-921, take over aquaculture from the Department of Agriculture.  James 

Fletcher, United National Fisherman's Association.   

 

Kristy Beard: Thank you.  Just a reminder that we are not having a Q&A session tonight, or 

responding to comments.   

 

Coordinator: James, I believe this queue is only for comments.  There are no questions 

being answered at this time.  If you would like to queue for a comment please 

press star 1.  And we do have a second comment from (Lance).  Your line is 

open.   

 

(Lance Mason): Thank you, sir.  I just wanted to continue on with a couple of comments 

seeing as though we have time and an opportunity.  I wanted to talk about 

coastal resiliency in the face of climate change.  And out here on the West 

Coast we're experiencing increases, drastic increases and fluctuations in ocean 
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temperature.  And that's causing a loss in algae, the macrocystis which is one 

of the strong building blocks of resilient fisheries on the West Coast.   

 

 And consequently, we're experiencing explosions in purple sea urchins which 

are keeping the ecosystem at - hindered, you know, for a healthy near shore 

commercial fisheries.  So I think maybe I would really like you to consider in 

the context of this on how you can help - NOAA Fisheries can help ensure 

resilient coastal communities in the face of climate change.  

 

 And how would these aquaculture opportunities can ensure a stable, reliable 

food supply to our communities which has a low carbon footprint, and how 

you can help with issues in streamlining regulatory challenges such as from 

the FDA and the National Shellfish Sanitation Protocol which I personal have 

had some dealings with, to try to permit the harvest of mussels and test and 

certify the mussels off of offshore oil platforms.   

 

 Which segues into another opportunity that we're looking at and that would be 

the repurposing of those offshore platforms for aquaculture possibilities and 

aquaculture futures for shellfish as well as fin fish perhaps.  And so there's this 

myriad of opportunities and a lot of people are interested in participating.  But 

we're sensing this hindrance in this lack of pass forward.  

 

 And it's great for, you know, to identify areas.  But with the uncertainty of 

climate and the uncertainty of the ability to be able to produce in an easy way 

who's going to take advantage of this opportunity… 

 

Kristy Beard: Thank you.  And just a reminder, you can keep an eye on the screen for a 15 

second warning in your two minutes.  If for some reason you can't see the 

screen you can let me know and I will give you a verbal warning.   
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Coordinator: …additional comments at this time.  Back to you Kristy.  

 

Kristy Beard: Thank you.  Just a reminder, while you guys think about if you have 

additional comments, the public comment period ends on December 22 and if 

you can see the screen there are instructions on there on how you can provide 

written comments by going to www.Regulations.gov.  You can search for 

NOAA-(unintelligible)-2020-0118 or you can search for the phrase 

Aquaculture Opportunity Areas and click the comment now icon to enter your 

comments.  

 

 And we can give people another minute or two to think about if there's 

anything else that they'd like to provide as comments tonight, otherwise we 

can wrap up here in a few minutes.  Thank you all so much for joining us 

tonight.  Do you have someone in the queue?   

 

Coordinator: We actually have a third comment from James.  James, your line is open.  

 

James Fletcher: Could you put the Congressional committee that is responsible for this 

somewhere on the screen so that we will have somewhere to go to try to 

straighten this - get it where it will be productive?  I am frustrated that we're 

going down the path as I've seen so much fisheries do, that won't be 

successful.  And I'd like to know what Congressional committee does this 

section of NOAA answer to. Thank you.   

 

Coordinator: Thank you for your comment, James.  No additional comments at this time.   

 

Kristy Beard: Thank you.  And I just wanted to remind everyone you can find more 

information on our Web page for Aquaculture Opportunity Areas. I've put it 

up on the screen for you if you can see that.  If you can't, it's 

www.Fisheries.NOAA.gov/aquaculture-opportunity-areas.  And that Web site 
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provides frequently asked questions, links to the request for information and 

more information on how you can provide written public comments.   

 

 And if no one else has any last-minute comments, I really do want to thank 

you all for joining us tonight.  We really appreciate your input into this 

process.   

 

Coordinator: Okay.  We will now conclude this conference.  Thank you for participating.   

 

 

END 


