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The following slides present an early draft outline and 
strategic recommendations for  an aquaculture 
economic development plan.  They are presented to 
encourage discussion and solicit feedback prior to 
publication of a draft outline for public comment. 

SOLICITING EARLY INPUT 



OVERARCHING CONSIDERATIONS 

▶ Scope - The plan will focus particular attention on how 
federal programs can support economic development.  
However, it will addresses broader issues that may be 
more appropriate for industry to consider implementing 
(e.g. marketing, private investment). 

▶ Federal roles - The plan will consider federal roles in 
public-private partnerships as part of this plan.  For 
example, identifying as appropriate hand off points from 
government to industry for specific strategies. 

▶ Targets - The plan will include targets with timelines for 
various actions called for in this plan, as appropriate. 



GOALS 

Overarching goal - A robust and resilient 
domestic aquaculture sector 

Goals 
1. Incentivize Industry Investment 
2. Support Infrastructure and Workforce Development 
3. Expand Market Opportunities for U.S. Aquaculture Products 
4. Increase Public Awareness and Acceptance 
5. Maximize Effectiveness of Federal Programs 



Goal 1 - Incentivize Industry Investment 

➢ Reduce barriers to entry
○ efficient and predictable permitting processes 

➢ Access to capital
○  encourage investor awareness and interest 
○ facilitate access to federal loan programs 

➢ Risk management
○ loan guarantee programs 
○ risk insurance 

➢ Incentives 
○ tax credits for ecosystem services 

➢ Economic data improvement 
➢ Support state or regional initiatives 



Goal 2 - Support Infrastructure and  
Workforce Development 

➢ Hatchery capacity/juvenile supply 
➢ Educate and train a skilled aquaculture workforce 

○ worker training 
○ business planning and training 

➢ Technical assistance 
○ technology transfer and extension 

➢ Physical infrastructure 
○ processing capacity, ports, transportation 

➢ Test bed/pilots 



Goal 3 - Expand Market Opportunities for U.S. 
Aquaculture Products 

➢ Product development 
○ equipment, feeds 
○ value added and shelf-stable products 

➢ Marketing of US seafood 
○ sustainability and human health messages 
○ traceability 

➢ Species diversification
○ greater variety of species in markets 
○ more species available for cultivation 

➢ International trade matters 



Goal 4 - Increase Public Awareness and 
Acceptance 

➢ Integration with fishing and recreational communities 
and interests 
○ aquaculture as an opportunity for working 

waterfronts and coastal communities 
○ addressing user conflicts 

➢ Public education and outreach programs 
○ health benefits of seafood 
○ sustainability, environmental performance of US 

aquaculture 



GOAL 5 - Maximize Effectiveness of Federal 
Programs 

➢ Catalog of federal programs -Create a “front door” 
to quickly access the system of government 
programs that do or could support aquaculture 
○ USDA loan programs,, risk management tools, 

disaster assistance 
○ DOC: EDA, NIST, Sea Grant 
○ Tax incentives and disincentives 

➢ Explore opportunities to modify or add programs 
➢ Encourage dialog 

○ Engage industry leader across value chain 
○ Engage staff and leadership at federal offices 



Overarching Strategies 

Clustering - Prioritize or incentivizing economic development actions 
in geographic clusters.  Synergistic benefits and build a critical mass 
of public and private investments. . 

USDA’s Agriculture Innovation Agenda (AIA) - USDA recently 
launched the Agriculture Innovation Agenda (AIA) with the “... goal 
of increasing agricultural production by 40 percent to meet global 
population needs in 2050 while cutting U.S. agriculture’s 
environmental footprint in half.”  efficiency standards. 
▶ On September 10, 2020 published a Request for Information (RFI) 

that closes November 9. www.usda.gov/aia 

www.usda.gov/aia


AquacultureEcoDev@usda.gov 

To Send Comments or Suggestions 

mailto:AquacultureEcoDev@usda.gov



