
 

 

October 29, 2020 
 
 
MEMORANDUM FOR: Members of the Marine Fisheries Advisory Committee (MAFAC)  
    and the Columbia Basin Partnership Task Force (Task Force) 
 
FROM:   Chris Oliver 
    Assistant Administrator 

  for Fisheries  
 
SUBJECT: Phase 2 Report of the Columbia Basin Partnership Task Force 
 
 
On behalf of NOAA Fisheries, I accept the Phase 2 Report, A Vision for Salmon and Steelhead; 
Goals to Restore Thriving Salmon and Steelhead to the Columbia River Basin, as approved by 
the Marine Fisheries Advisory Committee on October 20, 2020 and recommended by its 
Columbia Basin Partnership Task Force.  I congratulate you for this work, which has for the first 
time, developed comprehensive qualitative and numerical Goals for all salmon and steelhead in 
the Columbia Basin. This includes a full accounting of Columbia River salmon and steelhead 
numbers at the stock level, from the ocean to the spawning grounds, for natural and hatchery-
origin fish. These goals provide all partners a common and coherent path for restoring salmon 
and steelhead throughout the entire Columbia Basin.   
 
These goals have broader implications for all federal, sovereign, and stakeholder interests. To 
achieve the goals of healthy and harvestable levels of salmon and steelhead, NOAA Fisheries 
recognizes that it will take all regional interests working together in an integrated and efficient 
manner. No individual federal agency, state, tribe, or stakeholder group can do this work alone, 
especially in the timeframes urged in the report. We appreciate the sense of urgency you relayed 
in the report. 
 
The different scenarios, biological and other strategies, and the relevant social, cultural, 
economic, and ecological topics laid out in this report provide important tools to address 
challenges that lay ahead.  They can help inform decision-makers in the Columbia Basin as all 
consider how to achieve the goals over time. Your collaborative approach to problem-solving 
will serve you well.  
 
NOAA Fisheries and I appreciate the participatory and mutually-established process you 
embarked on and your dedication to constructive engagement over the course of the past four 
years.  Thank you. 
 




