The Sheppards in Liberia

Loading our Land Cruiser after being dropped off in Voinjama
In early June after the state of emergency expired in Liberia, we were given the goahead to return to our home in Voinjama. The timing was providential, as just a few
days after we returned the MAF flights were grounded again for various reasons.
Our friends and neighbors were very happy to see us again and we found things to
be in good order, so we set to work on various projects; including a renovation of our
‘palaver house’ with a new floor and cement benches, as well as an adobe rocket
oven for a neighbor lady who wants to start a baking business.

Placing mud and straw around a sand mold for the rocket oven

The finished product. Now we're waiting for it to dry before firing it up
With the government schools open again, the volunteer teachers of the Manya
literacy program decided to restart their classes and we’re working towards opening
classes in new communities. We’ve also made good progress with the Manya Bible
translation in the last two months, doing the first round of checking for Romans, 1&2
Thessalonians, 1&2 Timothy, 1&2 Peter, Jude and we’re currently working through
Revelation. The next steps are to revise these books with two Manya-speaking
pastors from Guinea, and then review them again with a Bible translation consultant.
John-Mark is also moving forward with the Liberian English translation, completing
the second draft of Romans and working through Luke now with some Liberian
friends.
A few weeks ago our Manya friends celebrated Tabaski, where they commemorate
the willingness of Abraham to sacrifice his son by sacrificing animals and offering
special prayers. It’s a festive day with everybody dressed up and plenty of food to go
around. Our family took this opportunity to visit friends in various villages, and we
were warmly welcomed wherever we went. The following week, John-Mark worked
through the story of Abraham’s sacrifice in Genesis 22 with his Bible study group,
talking about our need for redemption through a substitutionary sacrifice. They also
discussed a wonderful ‘redemptive analogy’ that took place some 500 years ago
during the time of a famous Manya king named Fonigama. The king was a strong
ruler and he set in place a body of laws to govern his people, with the penalty of
death for breaking them. When several of his own sons violated of of these laws by

stealing a cow, he did not hesitate to have them executed. Then shortly afterwards
another of his sons broke the law. But as he was being led away to be executed,
some of the king’s priests pleaded with him to be merciful in order that his royal
lineage would not disappear. They then brought a cow and tied it to the pole where
the son was about to be executed, and the king agreed to accept the blood of the
cow in place of his son. Thus the king was able to be both just and merciful.
During the last few weeks we’ve clearly seen the need for mercy after experiencing
firsthand two instances of mob justice. The first happened on a Sunday after church,
where we saw a crowd of several hundred people gathered and John-Mark went and
pulled the convulsing body of an alleged thief out of a muddy pond. Apparently after
catching him in the act of breaking and entering, angry vigilantes hacked him with
machetes and stoned him, leaving him to die in the water. There was a rather jovial
atmosphere to the whole thing that we found quite disturbing. Still feeling rather
shook up about this, the next day we heard a loud commotion in our neighborhood
and found out that people were chasing another “rogue”. After catching this young
man, who had stolen a $10 phone from a nearby village, they beat him bloody and
began to march him down to a river to finish him off. Thankfully our kids did not
witness any of the violence, we were able to intervene in time, and the police came
and carried him away. We’ve seen God working in an amazing way through this
situation. We look forward to seeing how all this plays out and sharing more with you
one day.
.

James' birthday party in our 'palaver house'

Praise:
Praise for God’s protection in these scary situations.
Praise for the progress on the Manya New Testament.
Prayer:
Pray for Sara as she has begun a trauma healing group for some very
people who were involved in the vigilante justice in our neighborhood.
Pray that those who have heard the gospel from us would understand,
repent, and believe
Pray for all the steps involved in producing a quality Bible translation in these
languages.
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