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OneLife Trek

God did some amazing work in the lives of OneLife students during our backpacking
trip last month!

  
During our first night with the students, we spoke about some items you leave behind
when you're backpacking - things like deodorant, hair gel, makeup, and cell phones.
We framed it as an invitation for the students to leave behind things that they tend
to hide behind and find their identity in.

  
The Spirit moved in profound ways in some of the students that night.

  
What followed became a week where many students were able to truly live into the
reality that their identity, their true identity, can only be found in Christ. Only then are
we able to experience the kind of authentic community God desires for us. When we



are free from those distractions, we see ourselves as we truly are (a beloved son or
daughter of the King!) and we are able to see others as they truly are (sons and
daughters of the King)!
 
 
I was able to reflect a lot on my own leadership and the ways that I depend too often
on myself and not enough on the Lord for wisdom. I saw relationships deepen
through the vulnerability that was shared by all of the members on our yellow team.

-Maria
 
I was not only pushed physically, but also emotionally and mentally and yet it was ok.
There were times when I was crying on a mountain in the rain or making dinner at
10:30 pm or leading the whole group down the wrong trail, in spite of these
frustrating and difficult moments, God’s grace was sufficient and my community
came around me and loved me in a way I wouldn’t have been loved if I wasn’t
suffering. I wish I could say that I didn’t experience the hard things, but I can’t
because through them I grew so much.

                              -Elwyn
 
Over the trip I expected for the LORD to mend relationships with other people in my
trek group, but instead he showed me what true love is and what it looks like in a
community setting.

                              -Ashley

Williamson College of
the Trades

 
This weekend, XD staff are wrapping
up a 9-day rock climbing and canoeing
expedition with juniors from Williamson.
After spending an intense week of
learning about biblical leadership
through being the Leaders of the Day
and receiving feedback from their peers
and instructors, these young men will



come back to campus for their last year
of trade school - and to put what
they've learned into practice.

XD Staff during one of our freshman orientation events, August 2018
  

Looking Back
 
This morning, I finished my sixth end-of-year supervision meeting with the XD staff I
supervise (only 1 more to go!). It's a time to reflect on the year, celebrate the work
God has done in the lives of so many college students, and identify areas where we
can improve next year.

  
Oh how I wish I could share every single highlight from this past year - students
learning how to read and understand Scripture for the first time, students
experiencing true community in a wilderness environment because they realize the
nature of their true identity, students giving their lives to Christ and/or making deeper
commitments to follow Him with their lives, etc.

  
THANK YOU for being part of this work that God is doing through the CCO through
partnering with us in prayer and/or financially. We literally could not do it alone.

How to Pray
Our pace of life will change a bit during the summer. We have some vacation time
coming up, and our 3 kids will each spend a week at summer camp.

  



Please pray that April, Grace, Abigail, Gabe and I enjoy some quality family time
over the next 2 months and make some great memories together.

  
August is one of XD's busiest seasons and will be here soon!

  
 
To the King!

 Patrick
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