
Be Water 

The Hong Kong Protests of 2019 have been a daily reminder of the spiritual
world, a real life David and Goliath story playing out all around us.  The
protesters theme "Be Water" is a meaningful allegory of how the Bride of Christ
ought to function.  God is not linear, one dimensional, or time bound. God is
timeless and changeless yet always calling us to stretch, change, and join
in the flow of His Kingdom work - even as He transforms us to be more
like Him.  He rarely does something in the same way twice and He calls us to
be adaptable and fluid, to rise to each occasion in new and different ways.  

We are reminded that exploration, adaptation, and preparation are not wasted
time. In fact, it is slowly dawning on us what a strategic time this is!  A time of a
significant pivot, perhaps? We feel our hearts aligning with new possibilities as
we continue to run with the long-held passion that God has given for the
forgotten leaders and see new possibilities to meet the need. A few thoughts
from both of us about 2019 thus far . . .

1. Cary:  I have continued to have new opportunities to do things I
haven’t done before and meet people I previously would not have met
including asylum seekers, local and international young adults, and
leaders of other ministries.

2. Reny: My long desire to start a community group in our village has
happened and they’ve already hugely blessed our day-to-day life.

3. Cary:  This year my trainings are widely varied. I traveled to
train about 40 pastors in an East Asian megacity, trained young
professionals in Hong Kong (read below), and will train jungle pastors
in Myanmar (Burma) for the first time in early October. This will be an
intensive, one-day, introductory seminar.  I will also remain additional
days to meet and interact with local church leaders to discuss future
training options. 

4. Reny: I’ve been tracking with the tumultuous events of the Hong Kong
Protests. Living at the epicenter in this historic season has been
spiritually encouraging and enlightening. 

5. Cary:  While researching, I’ve enjoyed gathering insights from renowned
experts - giants in their field! I continue to “let the cream rise” as I
prepare my OCMS reflection writing on my 20+ years of training
experience. Interestingly, this process has given significant insight and
influence toward future trainings!  As a result of research and reflection,
a potentially good “second-generation” curriculum has evolved.



6. Reny: Precious relationships with talented, kingdom-hearted women
have continued to grow as we grieve and celebrate life together. I feel
SO BLESSED!

7. Whether in our village, on our church worship team, or “chance"
encounters in the city, we have found ourselves surprised by
opportunities for community, mentoring, and unexpected friendships.
Ironically, we serve in a Hong Kong church in which our ages place us
in the oldest 1% of the church! (Is this even possible??) Actually, we
love it and believe this is part of the preparation God planned for
us.

As our partners, please pray that we cooperate with this very special thing that
God is doing in our lives. Pray that we flow in the direction and at the pace that
He has for us. Pray for us to remain united and courageous as we explore,
adapt, and prepare, learning to Be Water in God's Kingdom.
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Training Updates from Cary
June
The students looked at me with slightly quizzical looks as I started my lesson
entitled, “Expanding Your Bandwidth.” I began with the question, “How do
you have a Bible study with someone who can’t read?” 
Silence.
So I continued, “We don’t know, because we have been educated in traditional
ways, and therefore our bandwidth to teach the lower educated is very limited."
With wide eyes, they shook their heads in agreement.  “Would you like to widen
your bandwidth?” Thus started a fun adventure in helping these educated, city-
church leaders to be more effective and confident in teaching both highly
educated believers and underserved minimally educated leaders.
 
July
“God on a Mission” was the theme of a missions course I taught
collaboratively in Hong Kong. The first two weeks I had the task to go through
the entire Bible and show God’s heart for the nations in two lessons. I did this
by creating a 16-step overview of the OT using the Sign and Say method for
the first class, and an 18-step overview of the NT for the second. At the
beginning of the first lesson and again at the end of the second, the class read
together:



“Missions is not a category. It is not a department of the church. It is not a special activity that people go on

for a week, or something done by professionals. It is a story of everything. It is God’s mammoth epic about

what God has been and is doing among the billions of humans He created. It is their story. It is now your

story. Therefore, the massive question that you need to ask yourself, that is at the core of lasting

significance of your life on this earth, is this: How do I align my life—my priorities, values, focus, center,

relationships, money, time, energy and all the opportunities God gives me on this earth—with His Great

Epic which is way bigger than I am, but of which I now play a part?” 

If we can all grasp and act on that understanding of missions - we will all be
world changers!

 

Photo:  Velvet Ashes 2019 Retreat Theme - Shaloam

Velvet Ashes - Twice!
At the beginning of the summer, before any of us anticipated the chaos that
was about to descend on our city, I had the honor over two different weekends
of hosting a few women who are serving cross-culturally in Hong Kong.  As
always, the Velvet Ashes team put together a fabulous retreat making it
incredibly easy to come together in an intimate home environment to focus on
and better understand Shalom as God intends it for us and especially when we
are far from our home countries. Both weekends were life-giving and I am
reminded God meets us wherever we are - sometimes even before we realize
what we need!

If you’d like to better understand and support the women and families you know
who serve cross-culturally, I encourage you to check out Velvet Ashes

Shaloam,  reny

https://mapglobal.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2dadef17fb6152b5be5832af4&id=544e29d104&e=3dc205677e


Current Prayer
Requests & Praises

PRAY FOR HONG KONG!  We

absolutely believe God is at work

in the city, yet there is currently

unspeakable strife, pain,

sadness, anger, fear and danger

in the city.  We need the healing

love of Jesus to conquer the

darkness!

PRAY spiritual warfare
prayersfor our individual

soul health, marriage, safety,

family and our involvement in our

church as we continue to

discover God’s role for us at The

Vine in Hong Kong and beyond.

PRAY for our 2019 third and
fourth quarter finances.  If you

have been following our work for

some time and have not yet

committed financially, please

pray and consider whether this

may be the time to begin?

PRAY for our new Community
Group - we currently have a

strong core of six and are

building relationships.

PRAY for the planning of our
ministry and fundraising times
in the US.  We are currently
working out details in the
midst of significant variables.

PRAISE for a successful
pastor training in

June. PRAYthey will apply the

teaching to better serve minimally

educated church members and

leaders.

PRAISE for the young
professionals taught in Hong
Kong.  PRAY that the seeds

planted will inspire them to use

and share what they’ve learned.

PRAISE for the October pastor
training in Myanmar (Burma)
PRAY for Cary as he prepares
to train and for Isaac planning
the trip.
PRAISE for new soulmates. 
Cary continues to develop more

friendships with Godly men -

complete with some adventures!

Reny has loved getting together

weekly to talk and pray with a

neighbor who has recently

moved to serve in Hong Kong.

PRAY for MAP Global as they

work hard to grow well and to

serve us and you in this

ministry.  

PRAISE for ALL the people
who have particularly prayed
for us during Hong Kong's
violence - we appreciate you
so much!
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