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We live in an age and culture full of misconceptions about 
Christianity. As a result, many people are left with negative 
impressions of Christians and the church. At Fellowship 
Greenville, we want to live in such a way that others see 
and experience authentic Christianity. Our hope is that the 
misconceptions people might have will begin to fade away 
as we seek to become a community of grace, passionately 
pursuing life and mission with Jesus. We long for people to be 
introduced, or reintroduced, to Jesus, seeing him and the life 
he offers in a fresh, new way.
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This edition of Life in Fellowship contains the 
2018-2019 Ministry Plan. 
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“Jesus said, Therefore go 
and make disciples…”

HERE’S WHERE OVER A HUNDRED OF YOU ARE GOING
 THROUGH FG’S SUMMER 2018 GO JOURNEYS:

To learn more about how you can carry the message of Jesus outside the walls 
of the church, visit fellowshipgreenville.org/outreach

LOCAL/NATIONAL
• Middle School Global Experiential Day 
 June 14
• Middle School Local Experiential Day
 June 28
• Lexington, SC (community transformation)
 July 15-21 with Next Step  

GLOBAL
• Athens, Greece (refugees)
 June 14 - 24 with AMG 
• Mexico (orphan care)
 June 15-21 with Back2Back 
• DR (local church children’s ministry)
 June 15-23 with TEARS 
• Cali, Colombia (churchplanting)
 June 16-23 with e3 Partners 
• Pereira, Colombia (churchplanting)
 June 30 - July 7 with e3 Partners 
• Bogota, Colombia (churchplanting)
 Aug. 4-11 with e3 Partners
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PURPOSE

This year’s plan focuses on three priorities. We 
want to be a church that is Worship-Centered, 

Community-Oriented, and Mission-Driven. 

In the last issue of Life in Fellowship, we articulated our church’s vision to increasingly 
become a community of grace passionately pursuing life and mission with Jesus. 

In this issue, we’d like to talk about the practical ways in which we hope to fulfill 
that vision in the coming year—how we can do more ministry more effectively as 
we join God in his work at Fellowship Greenville.

For those of you who are new, we call this our MINISTRY PLAN, which simply 
means it highlights the major categories we’d like to focus on and outlines the 
corresponding budget for our new fiscal year, which begins July 1. 

This year’s Ministry Plan focuses on three priorities. We want to be a church that is 
Worship-Centered, Community-Oriented, and Mission-Driven.
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PRIORITIES
WORSHIP–CENTERED
COMMUNITY–ORIENTED
MISSION–DRIVEN



LIFE IN FELLOWSHIP | MINISTRY PLAN 2018-2019 8LIFE IN FELLOWSHIP | MINISTRY PLAN 2018-20197

At Fellowship Greenville, we believe worship is simply 
our response to God’s revelation.

The Psalms are full of this pattern, as is the entire Bible. 
We see who God has revealed himself to be, and we 
respond with worship.

And that’s not just an emotional feeling during our 
favorite song. We worship God by singing, reading his 
word, giving, serving, and living a life of obedience. 

In other words, worshipers are not merely spectators; 
they’re heartfelt participants.

And we show this reverence for God in private and in 
public, as worship is just beginning when we leave a 
Sunday gathering. 

We want to be a church full of people who pursue 
God and delight in his presence all the time—in the 
everyday stuff of life.

Present To His Presence
Each day we awake with countless opportunities to 
worship God. Sunday morning is simply the time each 
week that we worship him together, and doing so is 
essential to the life of the believer. By gathering in 
this way we’re “present to his presence,” and it quickly 
becomes evident that something mysterious and 
special happens when we gather with fellow believers 
in corporate worship.

WORSHIP-
CENTERED
BY MATT REXFORD, Worship Pastor & JONNY BRUSH, Worship Leader

FG’s Core Values for Worship
As we lead you in worship, three core values drive everything we do.

• First, we value hearts of service, and that means drawing 
attention to God, not the worship team. Psalm 115 says: “Not 
to us, O Lord, not to us, but to your name be the glory.”

• Second, we value musical excellence. Psalm 33 calls us to 
sing a new song to God, to play skillfully, and to shout for joy.

• Finally, we value passion that shows—which simply means 
worshiping in a way that reflects God’s worth. Whether that’s 
through singing joyfully, lifting your hands, clapping, or 
shouting to the Lord, we believe you should enjoy the freedom 
to express the passion that God has ignited in your heart.

PRIORITIES

A Culture of Worship
In fostering a culture of worship at Fellowship Greenville, we’re 
planning some special events that give us unique opportunities to 
celebrate God outside the Sunday morning setting. Plans for the 
coming year include: 

• Four on-campus worship nights beginning on select Friday 
evenings this summer

• Our annual downtown worship night in October  

• At least one special concert in the coming year

We’re also excited about the ability to record some of our music 
and create resources that will be with you throughout the week. 
Stay tuned!

We’ve seen God grow this church in tremendous ways, and we still 
have so much more to discover and enjoy about God. 

One of our favorite quotes on worship is from a book called Sing! 
by the Gettys. It simply reads: “Sing truth, and sing it like it’s true.” 
Let’s do that every week together. Let’s do that in our homes and in 
our cars. Sing truth, and sing it like it’s true.

Hearts of service
            Musical excellence
                        Passion that shows
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You don’t have to be around Fellowship Greenville 
long to hear us talk about the importance of living 
“in biblical community.” Being in community means 
more than simply gathering to have a good time. It 
means pointing one another to Jesus, with the same 
love and grace that we understood when we first 
trusted him with our lives.

Authentic Community 
As the Bible says, we must love one another, forgive 
one another, regard one another more highly than 
ourselves. We must teach and correct each other, 
encourage each other, pray for each other, and 
bear each other’s burdens. We must be friends with 
one another, kind, compassionate, and generous in 

hospitality. We must serve one another and submit 
to one another out of reverence for Christ.

This list just scratches the surface, but it is enough 
to remind us that we need the community of faith to 
grow up in Christ. 

We’re taught how to do so in the Book of Acts, where 
those in the early church devoted themselves to four 
things:

• The apostles’ teaching

• The fellowship of believers

• Breaking bread together

• And prayer

Everyone Belongs
We want this biblical model to be the norm for every 
man, woman, and child in our church. From young to 
old, from married to single, from healthy to sick, we 
wholeheartedly believe in the transforming power of 
living in a biblical community, and we want it to be 
available to everyone in our church body.

To that end, two of the priorities we plan to focus 
on in the coming year are revitalizing marriages and 
equipping parents to disciple their children. 

Inspiring Marriages Marked by Love
Regarding marriage, we want every couple in our 
church to honor God in their relationships with one 
another—to give those whose marriages are merely 
surviving the support and tools they need to thrive. 

One of the vehicles we’re offering to inspire our 
marriages in this way is called re|engage. This fall-
2018 event starts in late August after the kids are 
back in school and meets each week through early 
December. Whether you’d rate your marriage a “two” 
or a “ten,” we believe there’s always room to grow; 
and re|engage provides a safe place to invest in your 
marriage, not only for your benefit, but also for the 
benefit others you might encourage in seasons of 
marital stress. 

Understanding Your Parenting
FG Family Ministry will continue its popular 
Understanding Your Parenting series in the coming 
year. This offering is designed to equip parents in our 
church to effectively disciple their children, with two-
day events scheduled for a Friday night/Saturday 
morning this coming fall and next spring.

COMMUNITY–
ORIENTED

PRIORITIES

BY ROB MARKS, Executive Pastor of Ministry

In the fall, Parenting Through the Phases© will 
guide parents through all 936 weeks their children 
are typically in the home—from birth through 12th 
grade. In this small group study, parents will learn 
how their children change each year, and they’ll be 
given practical tools to apply that knowledge, like 
“The Six Things Your Kids Need Most” and “Four 
Conversations to Have with Your Children in Every 
Stage of Life.”

Next Spring, Understanding Your Parenting will offer 
an event on Different Children, Different Needs—
based on the book of the same title by our pastor, 
Charlie Boyd. This insightful personality profile will 
take the mystery out of how parents interact with their 
children. With these insights, parents can help their 
kids grow in confidence and a sense of belonging, 
by helping them see how God uniquely designed 
and gifted each child.  

Points of Connection 
In the coming year, Fellowship Greenville will 
also continue serving our people at virtually 
every life–stage through meaningful discipleship 
opportunities. With the theme Together in Christ–
Together in Life, FG Singles is just one such group, 
while others include college/young adults and 
senior adults. Moreover, FG Women’s Ministry will 
continue its robust programming in the coming year 
with its weekly Bible Studies, an annual retreat, and 
a host of other engaging offerings. In the same way, 
FG Men’s Ministry will continue its weekly study and 
annual retreat, while adding a 16-week exploration 
of authentic biblical manhood that will inspire our 
men to experience all God intends for them at home, 
at church, and in the workplace.

We need the 
  community of faith 
    to grow up in Christ
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At Fellowship Greenville, when we say we want to become 

a church full of people who are “on mission,” we mean we 

want to help you give your life away by serving and sharing 

like Jesus... and that you do so with no expectation of return.

How FG Is Fulfilling the Great Commission 
From the Upstate to the ends of the earth, Fellowship 
Greenville strives to inspire and empower you to fulfill 
the Great Commission. But that requires that all of us as 
church members participate in the work of the gospel. So, 
below are a few practical examples of how you can be on 
mission this coming year. 

Globally, we partner with organizations like Kinship 
Network, which serves oppressed Christians in the Middle 
East, and the American Leprosy Mission, which provides 
medical assistance and the hope of Christ to those who 
suffer from leprosy. Through these partnerships, there 
are a number of ways you can get involved. Simply visit 
fellowshipgreenville.org/partners to learn more.

Here at home, we can provide you with opportunities to 
serve and share like Jesus through groups like Switch, 
which fights human trafficking and sexual exploitation; the 
Julie Valentine Center, which provides free, confidential 
services to sexual assault and child abuse survivors and 
their families; and Piedmont Women’s Center, a pregnancy 
medical clinic that offers free tests and pro-life counseling 
to women across the Upstate. 

In all these endeavors, we are leveraging our influence for 
the gospel. As Todd DeVaney explained during our recent 

MISSION-
DRIVEN

Safe Harbor

Good News Club

Greenville Chamber

Harvest Hope       
Food Bank

Julie Valentine Center

Miracle Hill Ministries

Piedmont Women’s 
Center

Center for  
Community Services

Rebuild Upstate

Triune Mercy Center

Switch

“If Fellowship Greenville didn’t exist, 
how would we be missed?” How are 
we serving and sharing like Jesus, 
with a passion that shows, as we 
show the love of Jesus to the world?

Outreach Sunday, we call this model “Friends,” 
“Neighbors,” and “Residents.” Fellowship 
Greenville is the “Friend” who shares resources 
with those we call “Neighbors” who are on the 
ground working alongside “Residents” whose 
lives are being transformed with the gospel.

And this short list represents a small sampling of 
the more than 25 organizations with whom we 
partner. Through these partnerships, you can 
be the hands of Jesus at home and abroad—not 
to mention all the opportunities to serve and 
minister right here at Fellowship Greenville.  

BY JONATHAN PARKER, Director of City Involvement

PRIORITIES
LOCAL PARTNERS:

American Leprosy 
Mission

Back 2 Back Ministries

Berlin Community 
Church

Christian Revival 
Church Association, 
Liberia

e3 Partners

Frontline Missions

The Gideons 
International

One Collective

Josiah Venture

Kinship Network

Set Free Alliance

Spread Truth

T.E.A.R.S.

Water of Life

GLOBAL PARTNERS:

Deacons Serving Like Jesus 
From our deacons who manage the Benevolence Fund 
and care for widows and orphans to our First Impressions 
Team, who makes new visitors feel welcome, and FG Kids 
and FG Students ministries, opportunities abound for you 
to be “on mission” and “in community” within the walls of 
our church.

As we plan for the next year, the question we’re asking 
ourselves is “If Fellowship Greenville didn’t exist, how 
would we be missed?” How are we serving and sharing 
like Jesus, with a passion that shows, as we show the 
love of Jesus to the world? Can we, as a church body, 
collectively serve up to 100,000 hours inside and outside 
the walls of the church? This goal isn’t as far-fetched as 
we may think. That’s why our commitment for the coming 
year is to continually ask one another how the people of 
Fellowship Greenville can join God in the work he’s doing 
to bring hope to the hopeless and light to the darkness.
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As we prayerfully plan for the coming year, we 
first pause to consider how God has worked at 
Fellowship Greenville in the past. And while life 
change is always our strategy—not numbers—
recent growth can be a tangible measurement of 
God’s movement, so here are just a few metrics 
you may find encouraging:

FG’s Distinctive Values
We’ve also enjoyed a seamless transition to a dual–
leadership role, with Rob Marks serving as executive 
pastor of ministry, while I’ve had the honor to serve 
as executive pastor of operations. From long-
standing ministries like Libby Handford’s 6:00 am 
women’s study and AM-2-PM, to new initiatives like 
helping parents survive in a social media-driven 
world, we remain committed to distinctive values 
like...

• More expository teaching than topical 
teaching

• More team leadership than senior pastor 
leadership

• More emphasis on equipping than events

• More participatory worship than spectator 
worship

• More Spirit-led ministry than pragmatic 
ministry                            

Your passionate participation in this ministry tells 
us that God is at work today just as he was 70 years 
ago, 20 years ago, and one year ago—producing a 
vibrant local church in Fellowship Greenville. And 
that church is full of committed Christ-followers 
who are growing in their relationship with Jesus, 
who are on mission, and who are experiencing 
the kind of authentic, Christ-centered community 
we’re biblically called to enjoy.

Progress
As we prayerfully seek God in all he’s doing 
here, we’d like to share our proposed 
budget for the 2018-2019 fiscal year for 
the following areas:

• Worship: Sunday Services,  Worship 
Nights, Concerts, and Special Events 

• Community: Family, Singles, Seniors, 
and NextGen Ministries

• Missions: Supporting Partnering 
Organizations Locally and Globally        

• Ministry Services: Accounting, IT, 
Communications, Facilities, and HR

These priorities are reflected in our 
proposed budget for the coming year, 
which is highlighted on the next page.

PROGRESS

BY TODD DEVANEY, Executive Pastor of Operations

With the notable growth in the past year, 
now over half of you are volunteering 
to serve in some capacity on Sunday 
mornings or throughout the week

Since we changed service times to 9:00 
am and 11:00 am a little over a year ago, 
we’ve seen a 4.6% increase in attendance

In eight short months, the number of 
people in community groups has grown 
from 799 to 904

In that same eight-month time frame, 
more than 150 of you have started giving 
to the work of this church, broadening 
our reach in advancing the gospel
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This plan represents a 5.90%
increase over last year’s budget.

On Sunday, June 24,
we’ll ask you to affirm this plan in both 

worship services, as we normally do. 
Thank you in advance for prayerfully 

considering how we can join God in the 
work he’s doing at Fellowship Greenville.

MINISTRY
SERVICES

42.50%

WORSHIP
12.01%

COMMUNITY
15.86%

MISSIONS
14.71%

NEXT GEN
14.92%

FELLOWSHIP GREENVILLE BUDGET 
FOR FISCAL YEAR 2018-2019 

$6,398,558
B
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WORSHIP
Sunday Morning Services

AV/Tech

Connections Ministry

Worship Nights

COMMUNITY
Discipleship

Community Groups

Adult Ministries

Care & Benevolence Ministries

MISSIONS
Local Outreach

Global Outreach

NEXT GEN
Children’s Ministry

Student Ministry

Family Ministry

MINISTRY SERVICES
Information Technologies

Accounting

Human Resources

Communications

Facilities & Mortgages
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We believe God commands every 
one of us to participate in the work 
of the church...to further the gospel 
by investing our lives in a biblical 
and missional local church.

Why Not Me? 
Some of you are reluctant to 
get involved beyond attending 
Sunday services because you may 
feel you have nothing to offer. 
I Peter 4:10 says that everyone 
should use whatever gift they’ve 
received from God to serve others 
as a faithful steward of the grace 
God has given us.  And Peter didn’t 
qualify that by asking believers to 
submit spiritual resumés. He calls 
us all to serve in the grace God 
extends.

As we’re told in the Gospels of 
Matthew and Mark, even Jesus 
didn’t come to earth to be served 
but to serve. And so must we 
serve and share like Jesus, that the 
world might find the hope of the 
gospel in the everyday stuff of life.

GOD’S CALL 
TO US ALL

I was raised in rural Indiana with no Christian 
foundation. Church services made no sense to 
me—they were like a foreign language.

Through adolescence and into early adulthood, I 
suffered several severe blows that caused a lot of 
damage to me physically and emotionally. My trust 
level for adults was zero, and I became convinced 
that I needed to control all aspects of my life. 

Despite business successes, marriage, and 
children, nothing in my life filled the God-shaped 
hole in my heart. 

That began to change in 2012 when I was invited 
to a Christian men’s group. I left stunned. These 
men were sharing their faith in Christ in a way that 
was very honest and real, and I wanted more. 

One man in particular—David Orders, from 
Fellowship Greenville—was a shining light to me 
in those days. On August 13, 2014, I trusted Christ 
with my life, and it was a dramatic conversion. 
After decades of searching to fill that void in my 
life, I was finally able to rest.

As David recently shared with me, “Dean, you 
were the epitome of hungry...You were hungry to 
know God’s Word and what having a relationship 
with Jesus really meant. When you trusted Jesus, 
you became a spiritual sponge... always reading 
God’s word, writing about it, and talking to others 
about Jesus. And you continue to display a great 
deal of growth and maturity in your new life with 
Christ.”

IN CHRIST

PROGRESS

BY CHARLIE BOYD, Directional Leader & Teaching Pastor

As I’ve grown into a deep and abiding faith in Christ, 
like most of us, I have really good days and some really 
bad days; but thankfully I now live every day with a deep 
conviction that I can trust my loving Father. 

Fellowship Greenville has played a huge role in this 
journey. I see the Holy Spirit moving so dramatically 
in this church and I am thankful for people like FG’s 
discipleship pastor, Jonathan North, who’s not only a 
great fly fisherman, but also a lifelong friend.

Dean Sinatra (left) on a recent trip to the North Carolina 
mountains with Discipleship Pastor Johnathan North (right)

By Fellowship Greenville 
Member Dean Sinatra

A New Life 

PROGRESS




