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Welcome 

Wherever you are on Life’s journey, you are welcome here at  

First Congregational Church of Shrewsbury, United Church of Christ! 

  

Name Tags - please greet new and old friends by wearing your name tag. Visitors are 

encouraged to write your own name tag, available in our Book of Friendship, a black folder in 

each pew. Inside the black folder, you may also sign up for our mailing list, and ask to have 

someone contact you. 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Sacrament of Holy Communion is celebrated on the first Sunday of each month. All are 

welcome. 

  

Please join us for fellowship and refreshments in Gifford Hall after the service. Our Welcome 

Center in Gifford Hall is the place to learn about church programs, ministries, and opportunities 

to volunteer and make a difference. Find out more about this church and our faith at an 

Information Session led by Rev. Dolan. Details at the Welcome Center. 

  

Deacon  Deb Del Dotto 

Lay Reader  Sophie Bergmann 

Refreshments  Provided by the Social Circles 

Flowers this Week Given by the Samants in memory of Joanne’s parents, 

Mary Elizabeth and Frank Brown 

  

Gathered in 1723, we treasure our history. Nearly 300 years later, we invite you to… 

 Experience a place where God is still speaking 

 Experience a place of prayer where we can be refreshed by God 

 Experience a place where mercy and justice are practiced 

 Experience a place of great music, great youth programs, great community 

 Experience a place of joy 

We’ve got your kids covered during 

worship! 

 Activity baskets are available in the far 

right corner of the Sanctuary. 

 Children’s bulletins are available from an 

usher. 

 Childcare is provided  

For all children birth through three years 

old in our staffed Nursery.  Ushers will 

show you the way.   
  

 

 

Units for the hearing impaired  

Available on the back table. 
  

 

Large Print bulletins with hymns are 

available. 
  

Blue Prayer Cards 

Are available in each pew. Members pray 

during the week over your sorrows or joys. 

Please place the cards in the offering plate, 

or in the Prayer Request Box on the table in 

the rear of the Sanctuary. 
  

A gentle reminder 

Please silence your cell phone at the start of 

the service. 
  

Please recycle your bulletin 
There is a basket on the back table or in the 

basket by the name tag racks. 
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The First Congregational Church of 

Shrewsbury 
United Church of Christ 

 
 

Third Sunday of Easter 

Service of Confirmation 
 

May 5, 2019 

9:30 a.m. 

 
 

Welcome to First Congregational Church of Shrewsbury. 

We are glad you are here!  Childcare is available for nursery aged children. 

Preschool and kindergarten meet at 9:15 a.m. on the top floor. 
 

Gathering     
  

Welcome & Announcements  

 

Prelude  “Sinfonia from Partita No. 2”         J. S. Bach 

Isabelle Zhao 

 
 

Centering 
 

Call to Worship  
Leader: A life without love would be no life at all! 

People: I worship, in love, today! 

Leader: A church without love would be no church at all! 

People: We worship, in love, today! 

Leader: A world without love would be no world at all! 

People: We shall pray for more love, today and every day! 
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*Hymn #351, NCH “I Was There to Hear Your Borning Cry” 
 

Gathering Invocation and Prayer 
Leader: Dear friends, let us practice loving each other, for love comes from 

God and those who are loving and kind show that they are the 

children of God, and that they are getting to know God better.  But if a 

person isn’t loving and kind, it shows that he or she doesn’t know God 

– for God is love. Let us pray. 

All: Dear God, you have showed your love for us by sending Jesus into 

the world to give us life.  Remind us every day that real love isn’t 

our love for God, but God’s love for us.  We thank you for 

sending Jesus to be the sacrifice by which our sins are forgiven.  

Give us the courage to love others, our family and friends, our 

neighbors in need, and especially those so different from 

ourselves.  In Jesus’ name we practice love. Amen. 
 

Youth Singers/Training Choir   “Let the Sun Shine Down”      P. Johns 

Janet Graeber, flute 

 

All children in grades 1 through 4 will now be guided downstairs for Sunday School.   

Middle School students are encouraged to remain in worship to experience the  

Confirmation process. 
 

Word 
Reading John 21: 15-19 Page 884, Pew Bible 

Homily  “Do You Love Me?”  

Pastoral Prayer 
 

 

Confirmation 
 

Members of the confirmation class 2018-2019:  Stacy Allen, Sophie Bergmann, 

Hailey Borys, Matthew Manos Clark, Benjamin Scott Hartelius, Emma Krause, 

Charlie Miles, Isabella Montalvo, Ashley Mudd, Meredith Sainsbury 
 

Invitation to the Covenant 
 

We invite to stand those who desire to affirm their baptism by being confirmed:   
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Questions to the Confirmands 
Rev. Lynne Dolan: 

Do you affirm your faith in God as known in Jesus Christ, and as God comes to us 

today through the power of the Holy Spirit? 

Confirmands:  I do, with the help of God 

Rev. Larry Ianetti, co-leader: 

As one of your teachers I have been honored to share my faith and help to create a 

community where you could ask questions and grow as disciples. Therefore I ask; 

Do you promise to participate in the life and mission of this family of God’s 

people, sharing in the worship of God and joining in the work of this congregation 

as it seeks to serve the community and the world in faithfulness to Christ? 

Confirmands:  I do, with the help of God. 
 

 

All Mentors: 

As Mentors, we have been honored to work alongside you, doing works of justice 

and outreach to others in the name of Jesus. Therefore we ask; Do you promise to 

resist oppression and evil, to show love, justice and mercy and to witness to the 

work and word of Jesus Christ as best you are able? 

Confirmands:  I do, with the help of God. 
 

A New Creed          from United Church of Canada, 1980 

Deacon: We are not alone, we live in God’s world. 

People:   We believe in God: 

     who has created and is creating, 

    who has come in Jesus, 

     the Word made flesh, 

     to reconcile and make new, 

     who works in us and others by the Spirit. 

  We trust in God. 

  We are called to be the Church: 

     to celebrate God’s presence, 

     to love and serve others, 

     to seek justice and resist evil, 

     to proclaim Jesus, 

     crucified and risen, 

     our judge and our hope. 

  In life, in death, in life beyond death, 

     God is with us. 

  We are not alone.  Thanks be to God. 
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Laying on of Hands and Confirming Prayer 
 

 

Prayer of Confirmation (after all have been confirmed) 

 

Welcome 
Deacon: (to those confirmed)  By your baptism you were made one with us in the 

body of Christ, the church.  Today we rejoice in your journey of faith that has 

brought you to this time and place.  We celebrate your presence in this household 

of faith.   
 

(to the congregation)  Let us, the members of First Congregational Church of 

Shrewsbury, express our welcome and affirm our mutual ministry in Christ. 
 

Congregation:  

We promise you our continuing friendship and prayers as we share the hopes 

and work of the church of Jesus Christ.  By the power of the Holy Spirit may 

we continue to grow together in God’s knowledge and love and be witnesses of 

our risen Savior. 
 

Deacon: 

In the name of Jesus Christ, and on behalf of First Congregational Church of 

Shrewsbury, we extend to you the hand of Christian love, welcoming you into the 

company of the world wide body of Christ, and, as you desire, into this 

congregation. 
 

Blessing 

Response 
Invitation to Offering 

Offertory “Come I Pray Thee”          C. Callahan 

 

*Doxology    (Sung to the tune “Old Hundredth”) 

  Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

  Praise Christ the Word in flesh born low; 

  Praise Holy Spirit evermore; 

  One God, Triune, whom we adore. Amen 

Dedication 
We bring you our gifts:  we bring you our hearts; we bring you our love. 

Take it all we pray, use it all, use us, to share your love in the world. 

Amen. 



7 

Holy Communion 
Invitation 

The Story of the Lord’s Supper 

The Lord’s Prayer  (unison) 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come,  

 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily  

 bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass  

 against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For  

 thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen.  

The Sharing of Bread and Cup 
  

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
We give thanks, almighty God that you have refreshed us at your table 

by granting us the presence of Jesus Christ. Strengthen our faith, 

increase our love for one another, and send us forth into the world in 

courage and peace, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit, through 

Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 

 

Sending Forth 
 

*Hymn #4, NCH                            “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore You” 

Benediction 

Postlude  “Gigue”           G. P. Telemann 
 

 
 

*Those who are able, please stand. 
 

CONFIRMATION:  We give thanks for all our adults who gave of themselves in witnessing to our 

youth throughout this confirmation process. 

 

CONFIRMATION CO-LEADER:  for all his commitment, love, grace and good humor but most 

especially for his deep faith shared freely throughout this journey, Rev. Larry Ianetti  

 
 

CONFIRMATION ASSISTANT:  Present whenever he was called upon to support the class, 

modeling prayer and community, Paul Mullins.  
 

CONFIRMATION MENTORS:  Walking with our students, working together on service and 

outreach projects:  Suzanne Moriondo, Andrea Pereira, Vicky Batchelder, Kevin Nemsick, 

George Horesta, Karen Daukas, Doug Moriondo, Linda Ryan, Deb DelDotto, Elizabeth McRae. 
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LOOKING AHEAD  
 

May 11 Stamp Out Hunger Food Drive 

May 12 Guest Preacher Rev. Susan Tarantino 

  Mother’s Day Carnation Youth Group Fundraiser 

May 19 Walk for the Homeless 
 

Today – Confirmation Sunday: This service will mark the culmination of the year long process of 

faith exploration and service for 10 youth in our congregation.  A collection of their faith statements 

will be available to the congregation.  Each student will share a portion of their statement and 

receiving the laying on of hands from mentors, deacon and parents.  We welcome your participation 

and prayers for these wonderful youth.  
 

Today - Hobby Hour: Mark Miller will demonstrate his bike hobby, including bike safety. 
 

United States Postal Service Stamp Out Hunger Food Drive:  Volunteers are needed at the 

Shrewsbury Postal Distribution Center at 194 Main Street, Shrewsbury between the hours of 2:00-

6:00pm on Saturday, May 11.  Bags of food need to be taken off the mail trucks and placed in large 

containers, which will then be transported to the Worcester County Food Bank for sorting.  There is 

no sign-up genius this year to choose a shift.  Just show up if you have some extra time on that 

Saturday.  Your help will be greatly appreciated. Please remember to leave your bags of 

nonperishable food items on your front steps the morning of May 11th for your mailman to pick up.  

This will mark the 27th year that food has been collected nationwide by the United States Postal 

Service on the second Saturday of May. Please help to STAMP OUT HUNGER.   
 

Youth News:  

May 5:  Youth Group:  Meeting at 7:00pm 

May 12: Mother’s Day Carnation Fundraiser, no evening meeting 

 Mother’s Day Carnation Fundraiser for Youth Group Mission Trip! 

$10 will get you a beautiful bouquet of flowers to give that special woman in your life. Card 

included!  Note: Pre-order your Mother’s Day bouquets Sunday, May 5 following the 

service, pick up and pay on May 12. 
 

Walk for the Homeless: The 34th annual Central Mass Housing Alliance Walk for the Homeless 

takes place on Sunday afternoon, May 19 at Elm Park in Worcester.  This important fundraising 

effort supports programs such as the Hope for Housing Program, the Interfaith Hospitality Network 

& Friendly House, CMHA Homeless Prevention Services and more.   

Several members of the First Congregational Church will be taking part in this event but there is 

always room for more !   If you are interested in walking, there are informational pamphlets/pledge 

forms at the Hope for Housing table in Gifford Hall or on the Mission & Outreach bulletin board.  If 

you are interested in sponsoring an FCC walker, please see Kathi Buzzell or Jean Feldkamp at coffee 

hour. Please join us in helping to prevent homelessness. Thank you ! 

    PLEASE PRAY WITH US  
 

God, ground us and grow us in love.     Love for the earth and the world.     Love for our 

neighbor and one another.     Love for you, the author of love.     Amen. 
  

 

Nolan Schloemer, Bill Gibbs, Betty Gibb, Jay Dev Chandra, Joie Hodge, Sr. Anna M. Kane, Linda 

Mitrano, Charles Monroe, Mary Ramachandra, Phyllis Rich, Chris Laurson and Gary Sampson.  

 … also all military personnel, Coast Guard, firefighters, police, EMT’s, first responders, counselors, 

therapists, doctors and medical personnel and all who protect and care for us. 
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Walk in God's Creation: Sunday May 19 at 11:00 (After coffee hour) After hearing the "Music 

of the Spheres" during Music Sunday, join Sue Moore, Teacher Naturalist at Audubon, on a 

Family Nature Walk in the cemetery next to the church and learn about the gifts of God's 

Creation." 
 

Movies and More will again be presenting a summer movie series in the Youth Room Movie 

Theatre! On most Wednesdays, beginning May 29 at 7:00 pm, we’ll be featuring a film from 

a variety of genres and eras: screwball comedies, action-packed adventures, romantic pairings, 

mystery thrillers, and musicals. The average length of our films will be 2 hours. 

Most of our films are acceptable for viewing by children as young as 3rd grade, although some 

subject matter may not be of interest to them. As school starts to wind down for the year, the 

schedule will begin to include specifically family-friendly films that will appeal to younger 

children.  Please feel free to ask if you have any questions about film ratings or content. 
 

5/29      Our series kicks off with the 1955 romantic mystery ‘To Catch a Thief’, starring 

Cary Grant and Grace Kelly.  

6/5 Thoroughly Modern Millie (‘67) – Julie Andrews, Mary Tyler Moore 

6/19 E.T.: The Extraterrestrial (‘82) – Henry Thomas, Drew Barrymore 
 

Future selection line-up will be made with input from viewers…we have a list, and also welcome 

suggestions for movies that were produced in 1995 or before. Keep your calendar open on 

Wednesdays and plan to join us for the fun! 
 

Sharing Sunday, Sunday, June 2:  What is ‘Sharing Sunday’? (Children’s Sunday) It’s the 

same as Children’s Sunday! Every year, the church celebrates children and families in June as a 

way to put an exclamation point on the year. This is also the time the church awards scholarships 

to graduates. We are calling it “Sharing Sunday” this year because our Sunday School children 

will be sharing their talents with the congregation in original fashion in the form of artwork, song 

and unlimited talents on lessons they’ve learned throughout the year. 
 

Graduation Recognition, Sunday, June 2:  We would like to hear about graduates of high 

school, vocational school and college (both undergraduate and graduate degrees).  They will be 

honored during the service.  In order that all graduates may be appropriately recognized, we need 

the following information:  Name, Parent/Guardian, School, Degree and any Future Plans.  If 

you are a graduate or know of a graduate who is a member of this church, please supply this 

information to the church office by noon on Monday, May 20 by email to office@fccsm.org.  

Please tell us if you will be able to attend the service on June 2.  

 

 Help the Church Plan for the coming year! 

It’s that time again when the church plans for the amazing ministry opportunities that will 

happen in the coming program year.  In preparation for the staff planning retreat on June 5, we 

invite members of our standing committees and ministries to submit your proposed events to the 

church office by Friday, May 31. With that information we will create a master calendar.   Please 

include all meeting dates and events that you anticipate sponsoring from September 2019- June 

2020.  Submit your plans to Ellen Jones at office@fccsm.org or send it to her attention in the 

church office.   

mailto:office@fccsm.org
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CALENDAR 

A: Adkins Room~C: Chapel~CH: Cushing Hall~DR: Drama Room~ 

GH: Gifford Hall~K: Kitchen~MR: Music Room~O: Office~P: Parlor~ 

S: Sanctuary~ST: Storytelling Room~SR: Sumner Room~Y: Youth Room    

  

Sunday 05/05    9:30 am  Worship-Confirmation 

    10:30 am Hobby Hour-Mark Miller - GH 

    11:00 am Training Choir 

      7:00 pm Youth Group Meeting 

     

Monday 05/06  10:30 am Parkinson’s Group-GH 

      7:00 pm Music Committee Meeting-P 

     

Tuesday 05/07    7:00 pm Deacons Meeting-A 

         

Wednesday 05/08    9:30 am Staff Meeting 

      6:15 pm Shrewsbury Ringers-S 

      7:00 pm CLT-A 

      7:00 pm Leah Circle-P 

      7:30 pm Parish Pealers-S 

  

Thursday 05/09    7:15 pm Senior Choir-MR 

  

Friday  05/10   9:00 am  Play Group-Preschool Rm 

 3:45 pm Chimers-Chapel 

      4:00 pm Youth Singers-MR 

 

Sunday 05/12    9:30 am  Worship /Guest Preacher Rev. Susan Tarantino 

    10:30 am Youth Mother’s Day Carnation Fundraiser 

    11:00 am Training Choir-MR 

     
 

 


