
FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 

SHREWSBURY, MASSACHUSETTS 

Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost  

 INDOOR WORSHIP 

September 13, 2020 

 

Welcome 

Prelude      "Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing" by E. Butler  

 

Call to Worship 

Leader:  Come, all that are weary, all that are carrying burdens so heavy 

People:  Jesus will give us rest 
Leader: Come, take what Jesus has to offer: love, forgiveness, and grace 

People:  Christ will give us peace 
Leader:  Come, find rest, and learn from Jesus 

People:  For our Savior will give us rest in our souls 
Leader:  Come, let us worship our God 

People:  Let us follow our Savior, who leads us into life. 

 

Hymn “What A Friend We Have In Jesus” 

1 What a friend we have in Jesus, 

all our sins and griefs to bear! 

What a privilege to carry 

everything to God in prayer! 

O what peace we often forfeit, 

O what needless pain we bear, 

all because we do not carry 

everything to God in prayer! 

2 Have we trials and temptations? 

Is there trouble anywhere? 

We should never be discouraged; 

take it to the Lord in prayer! 

Can we find a friend so faithful 

who will all our sorrows share? 

Jesus knows our every weakness; 

take it to the Lord in prayer! 

 

 

 



Invitation to Confession 

All we are called to do is to love - everyone.  Yet, as simple as it sounds, by our actions and our 

words, we show how difficult a task it is.  Let us confess our failings as we pray together, saying, 

Unison Prayer of Confession 

You do not ask much of us, Guardian of hope but to love, to serve, to welcome.  Yet, too 

often, we speak words of bitterness to friends and family.  It is our stiff-with-judgment 

backs we offer to those looking for help.  It is our hardened hearts people find, when they 

reach out, hoping to touch grace. 

Compassionate One, forgive us.  We are broken, make us whole through the life of 

Christ.  We are empty of peace, fill us with the reconciling Spirit of Christ.  We are alone, 

take us by the hand and lead us into your kingdom of joy and grace, brought to us through 

Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior. 

Silence  

Assurance of Pardon 

Leader: Gathered as God's people, we hear the good news:  God has forgiven us, God has made 

us whole, God sends us to serve. 

People:  We will not wear jealousy or resentment but put on the garments of peace and 

hope.  We are forgiven by our God.  Amen. 

 

Time with Children 

 

Lesson:  Galatians 3: 23-29, Matthew 11: 25-30 

 

Sermon “An Imaginary Sermon”   Rev. Larry Iannetti 

Brief Musical Interlude 

Pastoral Prayer 

Invitation to Offering  

Offertory Music      "Just a Closer Walk with Thee" by L. Larson 

Doxology Sung by all 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 

Praise Christ the Word made flesh born low 

Praise Holy Spirit evermore 

One God, triune, whom we adore. Amen. 

 

 



Prayer of Dedication 

May our gifts go forth into our world, so that where people hunger, they may be fed; where 

there is war, peace might be welcomed; where families are broken, they may be made 

whole.  Then others will be as blessed as we have been by your love, grace, and 

compassion.  In Jesus' name, we offer our gifts and this prayer of gratitude.  Amen. 
 

Hymn “In Christ There Is No East or West” 
 

1 In Christ there is no east or west, 

In him no south or north, 

But one great fam'ly bound by love 

Throughout the whole wide earth. 
 

2 In him shall true hearts ev'rywhere 

Their high communion find; 

His service is the golden cord 

Close binding humankind. 
 

3 Join hands, disciples in the faith, 

Whate'er your race may be! 

Who serve each other in Christ's love 

Are surely kin to me. 

 

Benediction 

 

Postlude "Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee" by L. V. Beethoven (arr. L. Bergquist) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

The Ministers are the Rev. Lynne Dolan and Rev. Dr. James Matarazzo. 

Our guest preacher this morning is Rev. Larry Iannetti 

Our Music Director is Mr. Curtis Smith.  

 

The flowers on the altar are given by Linda and Stanley Holden with thanksgiving  

and a warm welcome to our new members. 

 

Please Hold in Your Prayers…  
 

Nolan Schloemer, Bonnie & Bill Gibbs, Donald & Trudy Desfosse, Bob Hallock, 

Jay Dev Chandra, Joie Hodge, Anna M. Kane, Linda Mitrano, Charles Monroe,  

Chris Laurson, Gary & Barb Sampson, Sandy Wilson, Bill Siegmann, Florence Stowe,  

Donna and Beau Meyer and family. 
 

… also, all military personnel, first responders, health care workers and all  

who protect and care for us. 
  


