
The Blue Laws of 1838 
 

“No one shall hold any office, who is not sound in the faith; and whoever gives a vote to such a 
person shall pay a fine of one pound.” 
 
“No one shall run on the Sabbath-day, or walk in his garden, or elsewhere, except reverently to 
and from meeting.” 
 
“No one shall travel, cook victuals, make beds, sweep house, cut hair, or shave on the Sabbath-
day.” 
 
“The Sabbath-day shall begin at sunset on Saturday.” 
 
“No woman shall kiss her child, wife her husband, or husband his wife, on the Sabbath or 
fasting day.” 
 
“No minister shall keep a school.” 
 
“A debtor in prison, swearing he has no estate, shall be let out and sold to make satisfaction.” 
 
“No one shall read common prayer, keep Christmas or saints days, make mince pies, dance, 
play cards, or play on any instrument of music, except the drum, trumpet and jewsharp” 
 
“No gospel minister shall join people in marriage.  The magistrates only shall join in marriage, as 
they may do it with less scandal to Christ’s church.”  (Prohibition taken off in 1694.) 
 
“A wife shall be deemed good evidence against her husband.” 
 
“Married persons must live together or be imprisoned.” 
 
“Every male shall have his hair cut round according to a cap.” (“A cap to go round the head was used, 

drawn close to the head, and the hair then cut by the cap.  A pumpkin, severed in the middle, and placed on the head, was used 
as a substitute for the cap, in the season of them.”) 
 
“All capital causes, concerning life or banishment, if there is no express law, shall be judged, 
according to the word and law of God, by the General Court.” 
 
(These blue laws were taken from Peter’s, and also Barber’s compilation of them, and re-published at Hartford in 1838.) 


