
 

Easter Sunrise Service 

Led by our Confirmation Class 

6:30 a.m. April 01, 2018 

Mountain View Cemetery, Shrewsbury, MA 

 

Gathering Music  

Welcome          Rev. Robert Henry Hyde 

Call to Worship        Joseph Evasius 

Leader:  Early on the first day of the week,  
People:   the disciples of Jesus went to the tomb where he had been buried 
Leader:   only to find that the stone had been rolled away 
People:  and the tomb was empty. 
Leader:   Friends, we gather here as Christ’s disciples, 
People:  on the first day of the week,  
Leader:  to celebrate the good news of the gospel: 
All:    Jesus Christ has risen from the dead! 

Passing of the Peace       Owen Batchelder 
 

Leader: The peace of Christ be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 
Opening Hymn   “Christ the Lord Is Risen Today” 
 
 1. Christ the Lord is risen today, Alleluia! 
  Sons of men and angels say: Alleluia! 
  Raise your joys and triumphs high, Alleluia! 
  Sing, ye heavens, and earth reply: Alleluia! 
 

 2. Lives again our glorious King, Alleluia! 
  Where, O death, is now thy sting? Alleluia! 
  Dying once, he all doth save, Alleluia! 
  Where thy victory, O grave? Alleluia! 
 

 3. Love’s redeeming work is done, Alleluia! 
  Fought the fight, the battle won, Alleluia! 
  Death in vain forbids him rise, Alleluia! 
  Christ has opened Paradise, Alleluia! 
   
 



Call to Confession       Owen Batchelder 

 
Since sin and death came through a human being,  
the resurrection of the dead has also come through a human being. 
For as all die in Adam, 
all will be made alive in Christ. 
Trusting in that promise of God, 
let us confess our sin. 

Prayer of Confession                                                                    Hope Long 

Leader:  Gracious God, we have heard the good news: 
how on the third day, Christ rose again. 

People:  Still, we look for the living among the dead. 
Leader: You rolled away the stone from the tomb. 
People:  Still, we look for the living among the dead. 
Leader: You sent messengers to proclaim the gospel. 
People:  Still, we look for the living among the dead. 
Leader: You were faithful to your promise; 

you have done wonderful things! 
People:  Still, we look for the living among the dead. 

Declaration of Forgiveness                                                          Yannick Plasse  

Leader:  When Christ comes to reign,  
   he will put an end to every ruler, every power, every authority; 

he will put every enemy under his feet. 
And the last enemy to be destroyed is death. 
As we await that great and glorious day, 
we rejoice in the good news of the gospel: 

People:  In Jesus Christ we are forgiven! 
Thanks be to God. 

Reading of the Easter Gospel   John 20:1-18   Max Brunelle 

Easter Poem  “Easter Joy”       Rev. Robert Henry Hyde 

The Holy Eucharist 

Easter Prayer Andrew Hartelius 

Alleluia! We praise you, O God,  
for the power of your saving love 
revealed in the resurrection of our Lord. 
As you have raised Jesus from the dead 
give to us the gift of everlasting life, 
that we may worship you forever; 
through Christ, our risen Savior. Amen. 



Lord’s Prayer 
 
Our father who art in heaven, hallowed by thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation but deliver us 
from evil for thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory forever.  Amen  
 
Easter Proclamation        

Rejoice, heavenly powers!       Noah Plasse 

Sing, choirs of angels! 

Jesus Christ, our light, is risen! 
Sound the trumpet of salvation! 
 

Rejoice, O earth, in shining splendor,      Madison Knight 

Radiant in the brightness of your Sovereign! 
Christ has conquered!  Glory fills you! 
Night vanishes forever! 
 

Rejoice, O servant church!  Exult in glory!     Shawn Durkin 

The risen Savior shines upon you! 
Let this place resound with joy, 
Echoing the mighty song of all God’s people! 
 
Closing Hymn  “The Day of Resurrection” 
 

1. The day of resurrection!  Earth, tell it out abroad; 
The Passover of gladness, the Passover of God. 
From death to life eternal, from earth unto the sky, 
Our Christ hath brought us over with hymns of victory. 
 

2. Our hearts be pure from evil, that we may see aright 
The Lord in rays eternal of resurrection light; 
And, listening to his accents, may hear so calm and plain 
His own “all hail,” and, hearing, may raise the victor strain. 
 

3. Now let the heavens be joyful, let earth her song begin, 
The round world keep high triumph, and all that is therein; 
Let all things seen and unseen their notes of gladness blend, 
For Christ the Lord is risen, our joy hath no end.  Amen. 

 
Benediction         Dylan Ebers 

 
Leader: You are witnesses to the resurrection; 
People: we are messengers of the gospel. 
Leader: Go forth to tell the good news, 
People: preaching peace by Jesus Christ— 
All:  Christ is risen indeed!  
 



Easter Blessing                                                                            Ryan Flynn 

Grace and peace to all  
who have an undying love 
for our living Lord, Jesus Christ. 

Go now in peace, friends,  
with hearts filled and refilled in the truth of the Gospel – 
Love wins! Amen. 

 

 
 

Easter Joy 
 

Jesus came to earth, 
To show us how to live, 
How to put others first, 

How to love and how to give. 
 

Then He set about His work, 
That God sent Him to do; 

He took our punishment on Himself; 
He made us clean and new. 

 
He could have saved Himself, 

Calling angels from above, 
But He chose to pay our price for sin; 

He paid it out of love. 
 

Our Lord died on Good Friday, 
But the cross did not destroy 

His resurrection on Easter morn 
That fills our hearts with joy. 

 
Now we know our earthly death, 

Like His, is just a rest. 
We'll be forever with Him 

In heaven, where life is best. 
 

So we live our lives for Jesus, 
Think of Him in all we do. 

Thank you Savior; Thank you Lord. 
Help us love like you! 

 
By Joanna Fuchs 


