
 CHURCH ON THE GREEN 
 First Congregational Church of Shrewsbury         September, 2019 

Wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here. 
  

A Message from the Interim Minister… 
This life, therefore, is not righteousness, but growth in righteousness; not 
health, but healing; not being, but becoming; not rest, but exercise. We are 
not yet what we shall be, but we are growing toward it. The process is not yet 
finished, but it is going on.  This is not the end, but it is the road. All does not 
yet gleam in glory, but everything is being purified. -Martin Luther, 1521 

Luther wrote these words after he learned that he had been 
excommunicated by Pope Leo X. This status made him an outlaw in the 
Holy Roman Empire, an area that included what we know today as 
Germany. He assumed that he would likely be put to death for heresy. And 
yet, he wrote these serene words, words that understand life on earth as a 
process that leads to something higher. The German Lutheran theologian 
Markus Mühling writes that we are not so much human beings as human 
becomings. For Luther and Mühling, our full humanity is only given when we 
become like the resurrected Christ in the life to come. Right now, we are 
pilgrims who are wandering, growing, changing, sometimes joyful and 
sometimes in sorrow. The promise of the gospel is that while this life can be 
difficult, even horrendous, our ultimate future is entirely good.  We are 
therefore on a journey, a pilgrimage through this earthly life. From the 
Christian perspective, our true citizenship is with the Realm of God and our 
destiny is to be transformed into beings of glory, just as Christ rose from 
the dead in glorious form.  

While this life is fragile and changeable, we are promised that there will be 
times of rest. This is the Hebrew idea of Sabbath (Hebrew Shabbat). In 
Jewish theology, the weekly observance of the Sabbath is of utmost 
importance. Work of any kind is forbidden. Orthodox Jews have very strict 
rules to avoid anything that might constitute work, such as turning on 
electric lights or driving a car. There is only one exception: when a human 
life is in danger, an observant Jew is not only permitted but commanded to 
break the Sabbath rules to assist that person. The Sabbath is above all for 
the purpose of enhancing human wellbeing.    

This is a time of Sabbath, of transformation, and of enhancing wellbeing for 
the senior minister and for the congregation. As Lynne takes her sabbath 
rest to be refreshed and to discover new ways of ministry, so too will we at 
First Congregational Church of Shrewsbury seek to find new ways to 

minister to one another and to our community. My task as your sabbatical pastor will be, above all, to listen to you, both 
members and staff, and to help you discover new possibilities of being the church together. This process will continue 
when Lynne returns. The hope is that one year from now when I depart as your interim minister, the congregation will 
have developed a new blueprint for the future. 

I look forward to being part of this journey with you.  

See you in church, 

Jim 
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Marketing and Communications Ministry by Kathleen Rocheleau 
 

The single biggest problem in communication is the illusion that it has taken place.” George Bernard Shaw 

For the past several years, church leadership and members have talked about the real need our church has for 
improved communication both within our church family and with the outside world. A new ministry at First 
Congregational Church is trying to “be the change we want to see.” 

Begun as a project to clean up the email database late last fall, the group has transformed into what is now known 
as the Marketing and Communication (M&C) ministry. Co-chaired by Amanda Durkin and Kathleen Rocheleau, the 
“marketeers” have taken on the challenge of letting the church and wider community know about our church and 
the many good things happening here. Among many other things, we’re writing articles for the COG and press 
releases for local newspapers, updating the church website, regularly adding content to the church’s Facebook 
page and increasing visibility on social media.   

When we first started working on the database, we asked Leo Biocchi, our part-time Director of Christian 
Education, to help us because of his knowledge of technology and social media. Church Council agreed to 
compensate him for 4 hours/week to help us and to serve as the liaison between our ministry and church staff. It 
soon became apparent that he is very knowledgeable and passionate about communication and that the job far 
exceeded the 4 hours for which he was being compensated. In late May, Church Council agreed to hire him as 
Communications Assistant for 15 hours/week until the end of 2019, when the position will be re-evaluated. 

We have many ideas that we hope to implement in the next few months to help powerfully communicate our 
church's vision and mission: making sermons available online, developing a tool for matching potential volunteers 
with specific needs within the church, working with various committees to help spread the word about their 
activities, developing and expanding consistent messaging and branding across all communication channels, 
setting up and maintaining Instagram and or/ blog accounts, making use of YouTube as a communication tool, and 
continuing to increase our web presence through various social media tools.  

We are developing a structure, mission and goals for our ministry and are excited to help improve communications 
through all channels. The members of our ministry come from many different backgrounds and have very 
complementary skills and talents. They are (in alphabetical order): Leo Biocchi, Amanda Durkin, James Garvin, 
Larry Ianetti, Suzanne Moriondo, Kathleen Rocheleau, and Paul Sainsbury.  

 

Message from the Director of Music 

As Summer vacations wind down we look forward to the fall season and some cooler temperatures. Join us for 
singing and ringing at the following times: 

Senior Choir (ages 16+) in the Halliday Music Room from 7:15-8:45 PM Thursdays beginning September 5. 
 

Shrewsbury Ringers in the Sanctuary from 6:00-7:30 PM Wednesdays beginning September 4. 
 

Parish Pealers in the Sanctuary from 7:30-8:30 PM Wednesdays beginning September 4. 
 

Youth Singers (grades 5-12) in the Halliday Music Room from 4:00-5:15 PM Fridays beginning September 13. 
 

Training Choir (grades 2-4) with Jennifer Shaw in the Halliday Music Room from 11:00-11:45 AM Sundays 
beginning September 15. 
 

Chimers (grades 1-5) with Elaine Shaw in the Chapel from 3:45-4:30 PM Fridays beginning September 13. 
 

Youth Ringers (grades 5-12) with Susie Amos in the Sanctuary from 11:00-11:45 Sundays beginning September 15. 
 

See you there! 

Curtis Smith 
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Deacons Deliberations  by Amanda Durkin 

What is Family Worship Sunday you ask? It is a regular service that is 
geared toward children and includes the children as greeters, ushers, lay 
readers, and other roles with assistance from adults in our congregation. 
This is a wonderful opportunity to see our young people rise and shine! 
Feel free to bring friends and relatives to these light-hearted Sundays and 
feel young at heart again!  
     The deacons have thoughtfully and prayerfully met throughout 2019 
and discussed our family worship service many times. Did you know that 
the deacons are gladly responsible for ushering on the fifth Sundays as 
well as serving Communion every first Sunday? After careful deliberation, 
the deacons have decided to modify the family services and try something 
different for the 2019-2020 school year. Instead of having family worship 
Sundays on the first Sunday of each month, it will be held on the fifth 
Sundays when many deacons are serving as ushers to assist the children. 
We will continue to dedicate the entire service to a younger style of 
worship, and the balcony will be closed so that we may all worship more 
closely with our neighbor. We hope that everyone will be pleased. 
     The first Sunday of each month will be an adult centered worship 
service including communion. Of course you are always welcome to keep 
your children, grandchildren, nieces and nephews with you on the first 
Sundays for Communion, or any Sunday, to share the entire worshipping 
experience with you. Wherever you are on life’s journey, you are always 
welcome here at FCCSM! 
     Mark your calendar for Fifth Sunday Family Worship Services: 

 Sunday, September 29, 2019 
 Sunday, December 29, 2019 
 Sunday, March 29, 2020 
 Sunday, May 31, 2020 

 

Spirit of Shrewsbury 
Experience Spirit of 
Shrewsbury! Enjoy 
food, fun and 
games at Oak 
Middle School on 
Saturday, 
September 28 from 
10 AM - 4 PM. Look 
for our display with 
the model of the 
Church, interactive 
chimes, and a bell 
tree. We are also 
looking for 
volunteers to help 
make this event 

happen. Contact Curtis Smith at musicdirector@fccsm.org for more 
details. 

 

 

 

September 4 
Mustard Seed 

 
 

 
 

September 8 
Annual Church Picnic 

 
 

 
 
 

September 9 
Caregiver Support Group Starts 

 
 

 
 

September 15 
Recovenanting Sunday 

First Day of Sunday School 
 

 
 
 

June 28 
Spirit of Shrewsbury 

 

 
 
 
 

*October COG Deadline:  
September 16* 

Publication:  September 25 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

mailto:musicdirector@fccsm.org
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Gather as Christians… 
 

 

Leah Circle will meet on Wednesday, September 11, at 7:00pm in Gifford Hall as we welcome old and new members, 

and enjoy an evening of fellowship and fun.  We would love to have you join us.  Please bring either an appetizer or 
dessert to share if you like.  Leaders are Ann Cairns and Sue Bourget. 
 

Our circle is open to all women of the church.  We meet on the second Wednesday of each month unless otherwise 
noted.  Come when you can.  We will continue collecting “Blanche’s Pennies” to support Abbey’s Home, Sage Place, 
Mustard Seed, pans for Care Team meals, kitchen equipment, special church activities and other outreach projects.  
Please contact Sue Bourget at 508-842-2323 if you have any questions. 
 
 

Martha Circle Speaker, BE-LIKE-BRIT, October 16, 11:30am The Martha Circle would like to invite all 

women, men, and friends to our October 16th meeting, at 11:30 in the chapel.  Our speaker will be Cherylann Gengel, 
mother of Britney Gengel.  Britney Gengel was the 19 year old college student who traveled to Haiti with Lynn 
University on a college mission trip in 2010.  Shortly after their arrival, a catastrophic 7.0 magnitude earthquake struck 
killing an estimated 300,000 people including Britney.  In memory of their daughter, Cherylann and her husband, Len, 
started the Be-Like-Brit foundation and began building a 19,000 square foot orphanage in Haiti.  Please plan to attend 
our meeting and hear how a local Rutland family took an unspeakable tragedy and turned it into a blessing for the 
people of Haiti. If you would like more information about the orphanage, the Be-Like-Brit foundation and the tireless 
work that the Gengel family is doing on behalf of the children of Haiti, please visit their website at www.belikebrit.org.  
We are hoping that you will join us at our October meeting. Martha Circle meets on the third Wednesday of each month 
at 11:30am in the Adkins Room, unless otherwise noted.  It is open to all women of the church and is involved in a 
variety of activities promoting fellowship and camaraderie. We bring in educational speakers and are engaged in many 
goodwill projects and fundraising to benefit the church and community.  For information, contact Roberta Jelinch at 
(508) 845-6421. 

******************************************************** 
Stewardship 

We have been a beacon to the community since 1723. “Blessed. Grateful. Willing.” is our Stewardship campaign theme 
for 2020. Pledge cards were mailed in mid-September and we hope you will consider making a pledge. No gift is too big 
or too small. With the financial support of people like you, our church can effectively budget for the coming year. We 
will also collect pledge cards at a special table in Gifford Hall before and after the worship service on the following 
Sundays: 

10/20/19  Mission Fair 
10/27/19  Stewardship Sunday 

Please help us reach our goal of 100% FCCSM participation by mailing your pledge card or placing it in the offering 
plate.  
 

In faithful service from your Stewardship Team, 
Darren DelDotto, Rev. Lynne Dolan, Amanda Durkin, Jean Feldkamp,  
Rebecca Krause, Rev. Dr. James Matarazzo and Dave Russell  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Annual Church Picnic   
Come join us at the FCC’s annual church picnic at Dean Park on Sunday, September 8. A brief church service 

will be held at 11:00 and the picnic will follow immediately after at 11:30. 

http://www.belikebrit.org/
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Study and Learn… 
Confirmation Program 

Do you have a child in 9th grade or above who has not been confirmed, but would like to explore his or her confirmation 
with our church community?  The FCCSM Confirmation Program curriculum will focus on helping our youth ask tough 
questions about their faith. Through innovative sessions, field trips, mentor relationships, and the challenge to do a 
whole lot more than simply learn a few facts, our youth take real responsibility for understanding their faith and its 
power. When they do - when they see the church and their faith as something that truly belongs to them helping them 
build a bond that will last throughout their Christian lives. At the end of our confirmation journey, each youth will 
choose whether or not to be confirmed as a sign of their ability to take charge of their own spiritual lives. All 
participants, whatever their decision, are honored in a special service dedicated to their work, exploration, and 
discoveries on May 3, 2020. 

A letter is has been sent to those families that we know of with a confirmation age student.  If you have not received 
such a letter by August 17th and have a student of high school age who would like to participate please email Rev. Larry 
Iannetti LarryIannetti@yahoo.com. Thank you for your consideration!   

 

High School Youth Group 
September 8 - Church picnic, no meeting - available YG can help w/ games  
September 15 - YG ice cream social @ 7PM, parents & youth are invited 
September 22 - Apple picking at Tougas Farms, (time to be determined) 
September 29 - Apple pie baking, (time to be determined)  

 

Christian Education 
Welcome back!  
A new school year has arrived and lots of excitement is in store this year. CE is happy to welcome several new families 
and children for their first full year of Sunday School and rekindle relationships with our returning families. 
 

Much to be thankful for: 
There have been some amazing people helping to restore the building & grounds of the church in light of contagious 
energy and a 300 year anniversary a few years off.  
 

The Keepers, a mighty group of 20 people, headed by long time members, Sherry Robertson and Carol Baker, have 
redesigned, renovated and restored many areas of the church, with plans for more in the years ahead. Suzanne 
Moriondo has put in overtime helping them as she continues to welcome families and children in new and vibrant 
ways.  
 

Ava Puntillo and her grandmother, Sue Russell worked tirelessly in the Sunday School closet to organize and clean. 
Miya Vaillancourt tested hundreds of markers and sharpened colored pencils to get Sunday School ready for a new 
year. Chayce, Lyla, Drea, Gavin & Dylan have spent much of the summer redesigning the many CE bulletin boards 
from scratch. The passion and talents of these children always impresses me.  
 

Happenings in September 

 September 8 is the Church Picnic at Dean Park starting at 11am. The kids have fields and playgrounds to play on 
in this outdoor service. 

 Teacher trainings will be held on September 11 and 17 in Gifford Hall from 7p-8p. Both options are the same 
session.  

 September 15 is the first day of church and Sunday School. Bring your backpacks and we will bless them as is 
FCC’s tradition.  

 September 22 is full class and September 29 is our first family worship service. We have four family services this 
year instead of the usual nine as Deacons have changed these services to the fifth Sundays when there is one. 

 

 Full year CE calendars are available in Gifford Hall or by going to our website at www.fccsm.org/children-and-youth. 

mailto:LarryIannetti@yahoo.com
http://www.fccsm.org/children-and-youth
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Pray, Care, Share… 
 

FCC Caregiver Support Group 
Based upon the response received from the previous Lenten series, FCCS would like 
to announce the expanded Fall Caregiver Support Group Schedule.  In the months 
of September, October and November, we will now be meeting 2x per month on 
the 2nd and 4th Mondays of each month.  On the 2nd Monday, we will be having 
informational meetings facilitated by Beth Anne Doan and guest speakers.  On the 
4th Monday, we will be holding informal caregiver support meetings.  Be on the 
lookout for short surveys which will be distributed via email and church bulletins 
beginning the last week of August.  We would like to receive your thoughts on how 
you feel an informal support group would provide fulfillment for you. i.e. prayer 
meeting? Story sharing? Grief support? Respite? 
Finally, in December, Beth Anne Doan will lead a service of Loving Care for 
Christmas. Date/ TBD 
FCCS Caregiver Support Schedule Fall 2019: 
Second and Fourth Mondays of the Month 6:30pm to approximately 8:30pm  

The second Mondays are for educational meetings. 
The fourth Mondays are for caregiver support group time. 

 

September 9:  Denise Thomas from the Alzheimer’s Association/ Beth Anne Doan 
Topic:  "Ok, We have a diagnosis… What now?  Where can we go for help?" 

 

September 23:  Caregiver Support Group 
TBD: Group support and organizational meeting.  

 

October 14:    Dr. Harvey Claremont/ Beth Anne Doan 
Topic:  Care for the Caregiver:  Physical, Mental, Spiritual & Respite 

 

October 28:  Caregiver Support Group 
TBD- Agenda and format to be announced from September meeting. 

 

November 11:  Dr. Harvey Claremont/ Beth Anne Doan 
Topic: Communication Skills for Caregivers                 

                Video: Teepa Snow 
 

November 25:   Caregiver Support Group 
TBD 

 

December (Date TBD):  A Christmas Service of "Loving Care” For caregivers, allies 
and those who support them. 

 

************************************** 

 

R 

 
Pastoral Care 

If you are sick or in the hospital, 
please let us know so that we can 
check in on you.  Please email the 
church office (office@fccsm.org) 
or leave a message for the pastor 
at (508) 845-7286. 
 

Prayer Requests 
We are happy to hold you or 
someone you know in our 
prayers, please let us know if you 
need our assistance. 
 

Shrewsbury Channel 28 
Local access broadcast of Sunday 
services are on: 

Thursdays at 9:00 AM 
Fridays at 10:30 PM 
Mondays at 9:30 PM 

For those not in town, please 
check Shrewsbury Media 
Connection Video Library and 
search for “FCC” or SPAC 
Facebook page. 
 

Heroes Needed! 
The Care Team outreach program 
called “Carpool Heroes” is 
looking for volunteers to help 
with rides to Sunday worship or 
any church activities.  Your 
commitment could only be once 
every other month.  If you would 
like to volunteer … or need a ride 
to church or a church activity … 
please call Janet Fotiadis at (508) 
873-1346. 
  

Facebook 

https://www.facebook.com/FCCShrewsbury  

 

NEED TO KNOW 

mailto:office@fccsm.org
https://www.facebook.com/FCCShrewsbury
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Serve God and Our Neighbor… 
 

Mustard *New Sign up for Mustard Seed online!  
Mustard Seed is a soup kitchen providing evening meals on weekdays to feed the hungry, located at 93 Piedmont Street, 
Worcester. Members of our church family prepare and serve dinner for Mustard Seed on the first Wednesday of the following 
months: January, March, April, May, September, November and December. Volunteers can either cook the meal in our 
church kitchen, or bake 3 dozen cookies at home, or deliver and serve the prepared meal at Mustard Seed. Please consider 
volunteering to help feed those in need. 
 

Our next scheduled Mustard Seed meals are September 4th and November 6th.  
Mustard Seed also has a small food pantry open on Wednesdays that serves many local families and individuals in need 
of supplemental foods. They are currently asking for peanut butter and cereal donations as these foods are high in 
nutrition and do not require refrigeration.  Donations can be placed in the marked box in Gifford Hall.   

Sign up online to volunteer at https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0B4FAFAF2C7-mustard or you can sign up on the 
Mustard Seed's  sign-up sheet located in Gifford Hall. Questions about volunteering for Mustard Seed please contact Janet 
Pike (508) 842-0533 or email mrsbear8@msn.com. 
 

The Care Team Ministry  On behalf of the Care Teams,  I  would like to reiterate to the congregation that the purpose 

of this ministry is to provide care, support, thoughts and deeds of kindness, and many other forms of encouragement such as 
cards, calls, meals, transportation to Church on Sunday or to any other Church related function,  and possibly to a doctor’s 
appointment if needed.  We are ready to help, but don’t always know when help is needed. I hope that you will feel comfortable 
contacting me directly (by email at dasrusl@charter.net or phone at 508-753-1660) or calling the Church at 508-845-7286 and 
Ellen will relay your information. If you feel more comfortable, please have a friend call.  Our Care Teams are made up of many 
people who do various forms of “caring”.  If you need anything, please do not hesitate to contact me or the church. Thank you.  
Sue Russell 
 

Hands for Hope Our fun and friendly group meets on the fourth Monday of the month, in the Parlor from 10 am until 

11:30. This past year, we once again made prayer shawls and lap robes for local shut-ins, baby blankets for babies baptized in our 
church, little hats for preemies born at UMass Memorial Hospital, and dresses, shorts, sweaters and head scarves for AIDS orphans 
in Tanzania. In addition, this year, we added Izzy dolls to be shipped to Tanzania with the clothing and Fidget Blankets for people 

with dementia in local nursing homes.  Please come and join us!   
 

IHN Seeking Volunteers to Host at IHN for the week of September 15th - 21st 

IHN works in partnership with the interfaith community to provide temporary shelter to homeless families with children 
enabling families to remain intact. Members of our church family can help by being an Evening or Overnight Host 
thereby reducing the operational cost so more critical support services can be provided. The IHN shelter is located in 
Worcester at 91 June Street, a three story house which provides a safe, secure and loving family-oriented environment 
for up to six families. 
Evening Host Volunteer(s) [(Sun-Sat) 5:30 pm to 7:00 pm] 

 Dine with the guest families. You can bring a side dish or dessert or provide dinner for everyone. If you are 
providing dinner please call to let the Director know in advance so the families don't make dinner that night 
[(508) 755-2212]. After dinner you can socialize with the guests or plan activities for the children.  

Overnight Host Volunteer(s) [(Sun-Thurs) 7:00 pm to 6:30 am] & [(Fri & Sat) 7:00 pm to 8:30 am]  

 Stay overnight and sleep on cots located in the Director’s or the Case Manager’s offices. You can socialize with 
the guests but most families with young children retire early to their rooms. 

Sign up online to volunteer at https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0B4FAFAF2C7-interfaith 

For questions on being a Host Volunteer please contact Janet Pike (508-842-0533)  ̶ mrsbear8@msn.com or Jean 
Feldkamp (508-450-0404)  ̶  jeanfeldkamp@hotmail.com 

 

 

 

 

PLEASE NOTE:  Ellen’s hours have changed! Ellen is now working Monday through Thursday. Office 

hours remain the same.  Please conduct all business with Ellen between Monday and Thursday. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0B4FAFAF2C7-mustard
mailto:mrsbear8@msn.com
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0B4FAFAF2C7-interfaith
mailto:mrsbear8@msn.com
mailto:jeanfeldkamp@hotmail.com
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FIRST CONGREGATIONAL  CHURCH 

19 Church Road 
Shrewsbury, MA  01545                   
 
(508) 845-7286   
www.fccsm.org 
 
Join us on Facebook! 
www.facebook.com/FCCShrewsbury 
                               

 

 

 

 

  
Please join us Sunday mornings at 

9:30 for Worship & Sunday School! 

Coffee Hour after the service – Don’t 

miss the warm fellowship of friends 

this Sunday! 

 

Our Mission:  
The purpose of this Church is to come together as Christians to 
Serve God by studying and listening to the Word and living by  
Christ’s teachings.  We are committed to reaching out through prayer, 
caring, sharing and fellowship. 
 

Senior Minister:  Rev. Lynne Dolan 
ldolan@fccsm.org 
 

Interim Minister:  Rev. Dr. James Matarazzo 
jim@fccsm.org 
 

Director of Music:  Curtis Smith 
musicdirector@fccsm.org 
 

Christian Education Director:  Leo Biocchi 
cedirector@fccsm.org  
 

Financial Administrator:  Lauren Morse 

finance@fccsm.org  
 

Office Administrator:  Ellen Jones 

office@fccsm.org  
 

Sexton:  Brian Scott 

  

September 2019 

Thank you to our office volunteers!! 
Sandy Regnier, Ray Harlow 

Stanley Holden, Linda Holden 
Sue Phyfe, Janet Pike 

Louise Russell, Elaine Shaw, 
Mary Pelletier and Doris Woodfin 
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