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Please join us Sunday Mornings at 

9:30 for Worship & Sunday School! 
Coffee Hour after the service – Don’t 

Miss the warm fellowship of friends 
This Sunday! 
 

Our Mission:  
The purpose of this Church is to come together as Christians to 
Serve God by studying and listening to the Word and living by  
Christ’s teachings.  We are committed to reaching out through prayer, 
caring, sharing and fellowship. 
 

Senior Minister:  Rev. Lynne Dolan 
ldolan@fccsm.org 
 

Minister of Congregational Life:  Rev. Robert Henry Hyde 
rhyde@fccsm.org  
 

Director of Music:  Curtis Smith 
musicdirector@fccsm.org 
 

Christian Education Director:  Leo Biocchi 
cedirector@fccsm.org  
 

Financial Administrator:  Lauren Morse 

finance@fccsm.org  
 

Office Administrator:  Ellen Jones 
office@fccsm.org  
 

Sexton:  Brian Scott 
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Thank you to our office volunteers!! 
Sandy Regnier, Ray Harlow 

Stanley Holden, Linda Holden 
Sue Phyfe, Janet Pike 

Louise Russell, Elaine Shaw, 
Mary Pelletier and Doris Woodfin 

 

CHURCH ON THE GREEN 
First Congregational Church of Shrewsbury       September 2018 

Wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here. 
  

JOIN US IN WELCOMING CURTIS SMITH, OUR NEW 
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC! 

Curtis is an accomplished musician with more 
than ten years experience working in church 
music programs. Most recently, he has served 
as the organist and handbell choir director at 
Saint Paul’s United Methodist Church in 
Tallahassee, Florida. Prior to St. Paul’s, Curtis 
was the organist and choir director at First 
Congregational Church of Greenfield, 
Massachusetts, and before that, he served as 
pianist and choir director at Stafford Baptist 
Church in Connecticut. In addition, Curtis has many years 
experience as a piano teacher and music educator. Locally, Curtis 
taught piano at the Packachoag School of Greater Worcester for 
five years, and also served as the Music Director for the Summer 
Theater program at the Bancroft School in Worcester for five years.    
 
Curtis received his organ training at Stetson University in Deland, 
Florida and at the Pädagogische, Hochschule in Freiburg, Germany. 
Curtis received his Masters of Music in piano performance from 
West Chester University of Pennsylvania. Besides maintaining a 
busy piano teaching schedule, Curtis enjoys teaching the Alexander 
Technique and freelance accompanying. He is also an avid swimmer 
and sailor, especially in salt water. 
 
Please join us in showing Curtis the extravagant welcome that we 
at First Congregational Church are known for! 
 
 
 
A Message from the Pastor… 

 
 On the last Sunday of June, our congrega on gathered to commission our youth as they set off on their annual 
mission trip – this year in rural Farmington, Maine. During worship, Isaiah was read from the pulpit, where the prophet 
called us to be a light to the na ons. I’m happy to report that our youth served the prophet’s call faithfully!  
            (Con nued on Page 2) 
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I AM THE LORD, I HAVE CALLED YOU IN RIGHTEOUSNESS, I HAVE 
TAKEN YOU BY THE HAND AND KEPT YOU; I HAVE GIVEN YOU AS A 
COVENANT TO THE PEOPLE, A LIGHT TO THE NATIONS…  ISAIAH 
42:6A 
 

A Message from the Pastor… (con nued) 
    In Maine, we worked with Mission at the Eastward 
(M.A.T.E.), whose slogan is “reaching the last house on the last 
road.” M.A.T.E.’s goal is to provide crucial home repairs to 
members of the community who are unable to perform 
and/or afford these repairs on their own, thereby serving 
every house on every road. Our youth group served three 
separate families, performing everything from window 
repairs, rebuilding an entry staircase, removing a 

deteriora ng floor, to sheet rocking a new ceiling, among other things.  
 Upon their return, many of the youth bore witness to their experiences in worship. It was a powerful me of 
tes mony, where each tes fied to how the mission trip helped them deepen their faith, develop new rela onships and 
strengthen old ones, and serve God’s children. Truly, such experiences allow us to be a light to the na ons, serving our 
neighbor and one another.  
 An overwhelming amount of thanks and gra tude is deserved to all of the adult leaders, parents, youth, and 
members of the congrega on who make these moments possible. Together, as God’s people, may we con nue to 
answer the prophet’s call. 
 

 Many blessings, 
 

 ✝ Reverend Hyde 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

The Hands For Hope Ministry Will Be Making Izzy Dolls 
Back in June, Jean Stuart sent our group a link to “You-tube” video and shared with 
us “The Story of the Izzy Doll.”  It is a very touching story about a Canadian Soldier, 
Master Corporal Mark Isfield, who served in the Army and was deployed to several 
countries where he saw many children ravaged by war.  He asked his mother if she 
could make a little doll that he could give to some of these children.  She got busy 
and soon he received a shipment of these dolls from her.  He would put a couple in 
his pocket and give them to the children he met along his way.  They brought joy, 
smiles and comfort to these little children and their trust in him to help them was 
increased.   Sadly, Mark lost his life serving his country.  But, the Izzy Doll lives on in 

his memory.  Over one million dolls have been made and distributed around the world to bring comfort to children.  
Please, if you will, take the time to view this incredible story on You-tube.  It will touch your heart. Our little Ministry 
has added the Izzy Doll to our list of projects!  We intend to pack them in with our sweaters, dresses, shorts and 
kerchiefs, and send them off to Kagera, Tanzania!  This will bring joy to the orphans that we support.   

A MESSAGE FROM STEWARDSHIP 
Keep an eye on your mailboxes right after Labor Day for our first Stewardship letter with campaign details and 
this year’s messages of hope, forgiveness and service. 
 

Jesus invites us to bring all that we are when we become his disciples. It is a sojourn that’s meant both to form 
us more into the image of Christ through the disciplines of study, worship, prayer, service, and generosity, and to 
strengthen us in becoming powerful agents for the good that God is doing in our world.  
 
Stay tuned for more details! 
 

The Stewardship Committee 
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Serve God and Our Neighbor… 
 

Mustard Seed volunteers are needed for Wednesday September 5 in our church’s kitchen to cook a meal from 
2:30pm to 4:45pm.  On average we serve 200 children and adults from local shelters or those living on the street.  
September can also be a difficult month for many families to make ends meet after buying school supplies.  Please 
consider volunteering for this wonderful ministry to help feed those in need of a meal. 
  
Mustard Seed has a small food pantry open on Wednesdays for those who are homeless or short on food. They are 
currently asking for peanut butter and cereal donations as these foods are high in nutrition and do not require 
refrigeration.  Donations can be placed in the marked box by the Mustard Seed’s signup sheet which is located in Gifford 
Hall.  Please contact Janet Pike with questions at (508) 842-0533 or email mrsbear8@msn.com. 
 
Interfaith Hospitality Network (IHN) Volunteers needed September 16 to 22.  Our Church will be hosting at 
IHN from September 16 through 22.  Could you give a few hours of your time if it meant six families would not be 
homeless?  IHN provides shelter for homeless families residing at 91 June St. in Worcester with the support of this and 
other congregations in the Worcester area.  The families are screened and are working toward more stable housing.  
Both evening and overnight hosts are needed.  Evening hosts need to be at the IHN House from 5:30 to 7 pm and 
overnight hosts from 7 pm to 6:30 am (8:30 am on Saturday and Sunday mornings).   
  
Mandatory Training:  If you are not one of the people who attended the IHN training in June, you can still be trained and 
volunteer.  If you are interested in volunteering and need training, please contact Jean Feldkamp at 508-450-0404 or 
jeanfeldkamp@hotmail.com.  To be an evening host, please contact Lyn Tozeski at ltozeski@gmail.com or call 508-340-
8892.  To be an overnight host, please contact Jean Feldkamp at 508-450-0404 or jeanfeldkamp@hotmail.com.   
  
IHN has been in Worcester for twenty years operating with the support of volunteers. Our congregation was one of the 
first to join the network and we have served hundreds of homeless families and helped them to find stable housing. 
 
Hands for Hope Ministry in our church, made up of me and of you, has so many projects that we don’t know what to 
do!  We AREN’T old ladies and we don’t live in a shoe and we don’t have that many children.  But we are a busy lot!  This 
past year, we once again made stoles for the confirmands and soon we will begin working on next year’s class.  Some of 
us made stoles for Lynne to take with her to the conference.  She was able to gift some of them to several “special” 
people.  We are planning another sew-a-thon to assemble dresses, shorts and kerchiefs.  Our prayer shawls and baby 
blankets are under way and we are keeping a close eye on our inventory. Our 
sweaters for Tanzania keep pouring in!  The new Izzy Doll projects are a quick 
and easy task and provide much entertainment for their creators as each is 
unique.  Please come and join in our efforts and engage with us in the warm 
conversations and laughter we share at each meeting.  We meet on the fourth 
Monday of the month, in the Parlor from 10 am until 11:30 am starting in 
September. 
 
Hope for Housing Food Cards is a program of the Central Massachusetts 
Housing Alliance that works to prevent family homelessness.  It does this by 
helping families stay in their homes by helping with back rent and paying past 
due utility bills.  It also helps families who need to transition into a different 
apartment (think fires and floods) with first month’s rent, last month’s rent, and 
security deposit.  The average amount of assistance is $526.  If you shop at any of 
the participating retailers, you can buy a gift card after the service on Sundays.  
You get the full value of the gift card, but 5% of the purchase price goes to Hope 
for Housing.   
  
  

 
FLOWER POWER FUNDRAISER! 
Do you need some colorful flower 
bulbs for next year’s garden? The 
Avis Kemp Scholarship Committee 
will be holding our annual 
fundraiser on September 9, 16, 23, 
30 and October 7.  Stop by the 
piano in Gifford Hall to review our 
catalogue and place an order.  
Next spring’s garden will look 
great and many students will 
benefit from the scholarships we 
award.  Contact is Elaine Shaw at 
(508) 842-4401. 
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Pray, Care, Share… 
 

Angel Awakenings… 
 Blessings for the faithful folk who never miss a beat, even through the dog 

days of summer, continuing to seek God’s will and do God’s work. 
 Blessings for folks who bring us together with innovative ways to get to 

know each other.  Popcorn anyone? 
 Blessings for new beginnings and the folks who have worked diligently and 

faithfully to call and support our new director of music.  

Two Special Thank You Messages 
 

Thank you from Rev. Bachelder… “What a joy it was to worship with you 
and be part of “Mission Trip Commissioning Sunday.”  It certainly was a treat 
to meet the young mission trippers and to have a chance to learn more 
about their plans and wish them well before they traveled to Farmington. 
 I’ve loved my work and ministry with WAMS and as you might 
expect, have had some mixed feelings as retirement approaches.  The liturgy 
of ‘release’ you conducted gave me a sense of closure and peace about my 
decision that I don’t believe could have been accomplished as thoroughly by 
any other means. 
 I’m grateful, too, for how the liturgy cleared the path for a new 
chapter in the long and fruitful partnership between WAMS and the First 
Congregational Church.  I have every confidence the relationship will grow in 
depth and scope in the coming years…. 
 Robert – Bev and I were inspired by your moving sermon…you 
encouraged us and enlarged our understanding of the role we can play right 
now while filling us with gratitute for the past and solid hope for the 
future… 
 Blessed be the ties that have bound us together for nearly four 
decades.  And thank you for everything. ” 
 
Thank you from Lincoln Gaye… “I’m very pleased to extend my thanks 
and appreciation to you, the members of our church, for all your donations 
for my people back in Africa.  Thank you to all my friends, my pastors, and 
the Outreach Committee.  From day one living here in America you have 
always been here for me.  Being a member of this church has been such a 
blessing for me.  Getting to know you and have you as my friends has 
brought happiness to me.  For all of these years of support and generosity, I 
want to thank you!  And for helping other people around the world with 
your generosity, I say THANK YOU! Please know that you are all God’s 
children and doing the work of the living God.  May God be with you always.  

R 

 
Pastoral Care 
If you are sick or in the hospital, 
please let us know so that we 
can check in on you.  Please 
email the church office 
(office@fccsm.org) or leave a 
message for the pastor(s) at  
(508) 845-7286. 
 

Prayer Requests 
We are happy to hold you or 
someone you know in our 
prayers, please let us know if 
you need our assistance. 
 

Shrewsbury Channel 28 
Local access broadcast of 
Sunday services are on: 

Thursdays at 9:00 AM 
Fridays at 10:30 PM 

Mondays at 9:30 PM 
For those not in town, please 

check Shrewsbury Media 
Connection Video Library and 

search for “FCC” or SPAC 
Facebook page. 

 

Heroes Needed! 
The Care Team outreach 
program called “Carpool 
Heroes” is looking for 
volunteers to help with rides to 
Sunday worship or any church 
activities.  Your commitment 
could only be once every other 
month.  If you would like to 
volunteer … or need a ride to 
church or a church activity … 
please call Janet Fotiadis at 
(508) 873-1346. 
  

 

NEED TO KNOW 

Please Hold in Your Prayers 
Jeff Bishop, Jennifer Bryant, Jay Dev Chandra,  
Joie Hodge, Sr. Anna M. Kane, Linda Mitrano,  

Charles Monroe, Mary Ramachandra, Phyllis Rich,  
 and Gary Sampson. 

  

… also all military personnel, Coast Guard, firefighters, police, EMT’s, first 
responders, doctors and medical personnel and all who protect and care for us.  
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Join the Fun at Spirit of Shrewsbury 2018! 
 The annual Spirit of 
Shrewsbury Festival, held the last 
weekend of September, is a 
wonderful celebration of the many 
groups, organizations and 
businesses that make Shrewsbury a 
great community. 
 First Congregational Church 
has participated for the majority of 
its 21-year history.  Our first 
appearance was our biggest!  In 
1998, FCC was celebrating our 275th anniversary.  It was the first year the 
festival organizers arranged for a parade and our parade entry was 
spectacular!  You may remember seeing a scaled replica of our church, 
complete with gold weathervane, atop a horse-drawn wagon and over 
thirty parishoners in colonial garb walking along side greeting parade 
watchers.  At the Town Common we stopped at the reviewing stand and 
sang hymns.  
 Subsequent SoS festivals found the MacRae family staffing a 
booth at the Oak Street Fair.  In 2013, Tony Trippi drove one of his classic 
cars in the parade with Janet Trippi, Mr. and Mrs. Artemis Ward (Jim and 
Marcia Smith) and Rev. Lynne Dolan, as passengers. In recent years 
Suzanne Moriondo has organized the participation in the Oak Street Fair 
and one very special year Janet Trippi was the Grand Marshall of the 
parade! 
 This year we are planning both a booth at the Fair (Saturday, 
9/29) and an entry in the parade (Sunday, 9/30)!  We invite you to 
participate in one or both of these fun activities.  If you would like to 
volunteer at the fair on Saturday, please contact Suzanne Moriondo 
(moriondo@townisp.com).  If you would like to march in the parade, 
please contact Diane Sainsbury (dgsainsbury@gmail.com). 
 The Spirit of Shrewsbury is a fun and joyous event and a great 
opportunity to get our message out.  Please help us grow the church and 
share our good news with the community! 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Fall House Cleaning?  
If you find unwanted household items made of silver, 
please save them for the Silver Drive.  This fall, the Our story 
Ministry team is collecting unwanted sterling silver 

teaspoons, teapots, and other items.  Dented or damaged objects are 
happily accepted as long as they are marked “sterling.”  The donations will 
be sold at auction or for the metal, depending on condition and market 
value; proceeds will be used for the preservation and storage of church 
archives as well as programs related to FCCSM history.  Your old treasures 
will find a new use and help preserve the church’s historical records. 
Questions about donations may be directed to Sue Baker at 
Bkr0000@townisp.com 

Collection dates are: 
Sunday, September 23 and September 30 

   

 

 

Church Picnic 9/9 at Dean Park 
There will be a brief 9:30 service in the 

chapel and worship at the park will be at 

11:00 at the North Pavilion.  Please 

follow this link to RSVP, volunteer or 

sign up for the potluck! 

https://tinyurl.com/y7qskr34 
 

Recovenanting Sunday 9/16 
Please join us for worship, Sunday 
School and fantastic fellowship as we 
bless the beginning of our new year 
together.  Worship at 9:30. Coffee hour 
to follow.  Hope to see you there! 

 

Spirit of Shrewsbury 9/29 & 9/30 
Join us or volunteer as we represent our 

church at the booth and the parade! 
 

Church Fair 11/3 
A great opportunity to raise money for 

your ministry or committee! 
 

 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

CHOIR & HANDBELL 
START DATES 

 
Handbell Choirs resume: 
Wednesday, 9/5 at 6:15 & 7:30pm 
 
Senior Choir resumes: 
Thursday, 9/6 from 7:30 to 9:00pm 
 
Chime Kids resume: 
Friday, 9/14 at 3:45 
 
Youth Singers resume: 
Friday, 9/14 from 4:00 to 5:15pm 
 
Training Choir resumes: 
Sunday, 9/16 at 11:00am 
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 Gathering… 
FCCSM Golf League plays 9 holes at one of 6 local courses on Saturday mornings from late April until late fall, 
weather permitting. We start at 8 a.m. and are done by 10:30 at a cost of around $20. Guys and gals of all ages and 
levels of expertise are welcome. You don't need to play every week, simply join us when you can. Contact Don Alger at  
thealgers@gmail.com if you would like to be added to the e-mail list, then he will let you know each week which 
course we will be playing. Let him know by noon on Friday if you can play that week. We have an enjoyable time and 
it’s an excellent way to get exercise and enjoy the outdoors. Feel free to bring a friend, we hope you can join us! 
 
Leah Circle meets on the second Wednesday of each month at 7:00 p.m. in the Parlor unless otherwise noted. 
Leah Circle is open to all women of the church.  Come when you can.  We will continue collecting “Blanche’s 
Pennies” to support Abbey’s House, Sage Place, Mustard Seed, pans for Care Team meals, kitchen equipment, 
special church activities and other outreach projects.  Join us for fellowship and fun.  For more information, please 
contact Sherri Clark at 508-842-8595. Leaders Jenn Shaw and Nancy Samia 
  

Martha’s Circle meets on the third Wednesday of each month at 11:30 a.m. in the Adkins Room unless otherwise 
noted.  Martha’s Circle is open to all women of the church and is involved in a variety of activities promoting 
fellowship and camaraderie. We bring in educational speakers including community leaders. We are engaged in 
many goodwill projects and fundraising to benefit the church and community. For example, each year we donate 12 
“Birthday Bags” to Cottage Hill Academy filled with all the ingredients and decorations for a monthly birthday party 
for the kids.  For more information, please contact Roberta Jelinch at (508) 845-6421. 
 
     ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

Church Fair 2018 is Saturday, November 3.  If your team, committee or ministry would like to raise money for 
your projects, please call Sandy Reignier, “chair of the fair”, at (508) 842-4141. 

 

White Elephant Sale:  Please keep those white elephants in mind if you are cleaning out, moving out, or 
downsizing and have some “treasures” that you don’t need but can’t bear to throw away.  We’re happy 
to take those treasures off your hands as the success of our sale depends entirely upon your donations.  
If you are unable to store your items until the week before the church fair in November, please contact 

Kathi Buzzell or Sue Russell and we will try to accommodate your needs. Please keep in mind that we cannot accept 
clothing, stuffed animals, electronics, large furniture, exercise equipment, infant car seats and books. Thank 
you!  Kathi : (774) 258-1178, kabuzzell11@gmail.com  or Sue:  (508) 735-7291, davrusl@aol.com 
 

I’m In a Jam Once Again!  With the church fair coming up in the fall, I can use all of the jams, jellies and pickles I 
can get. All of my proceeds will go towards the upkeep of our church hand bells. Let me know if you can 
contribute.  
Thank you! Sue Phyfe (508) 842-2414 

 

Silent Auction:  The Scholarship Committee could use your help at the Silent Auction table at the Church Fair.    
Can you donate a craft item, small antique collectible, a gift card for services, or perhaps an interesting 
theme basket?  Start thinking/planning now so we will have an excellent array of items on which folks 
may make their bids.  Contact Elaine Shaw with any questions or donations: (508) 842-4401, 
eshaw@townisp.com  

 

 Jewelry Sale:  It’s not too early to go through your old jewelry for the Church Fair.  Please bring your treasures to 
the church office.  Thank you so much!   
If you have questions please call Elaine Shaw  (508) 842-4401 
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Study and Learn… 
Confirmation Program 
Do you have a child in 9th grade or above who has not been confirmed, but would like to explore his or her confirmation 
with our church community?  
 
The FCCSM Confirmation Program is called Confirm not Conform (CnC). Our curriculum will focus on helping our youth ask 
tough questions about their faith. Through innovative sessions, field trips, mentor relationships, and the challenge to do 
a whole lot more than simply learn a few facts, CnC lets our youth take real responsibility for understanding their faith 
and its power. When they do - when they see the church and their faith as something that truly belongs to them - it will 
help them build a bond that will last throughout their Christian lives. At the end of our confirmation journey, each youth 
will choose whether or not to be confirmed as a sign of their ability to take charge of their own spiritual lives. All 
participants, whatever their decision, are honored in a special service dedicated to their work, exploration, and 
discoveries on May 5, 2019. If your youth is interested, and for further information about the program, please email Rev. 
Hyde (rhyde@fccsm.org). Thank you for your consideration!   
 

High School Youth Group 
Do you have a high school aged youth who would like to continue shaping his or her Christian faith with other liked-
minded teens? Or are you an adult who is interested in youth work?  
 
Our high school youth group is an opportunity for teens from the surrounding area to form community and fellowship 
together. Whether youth are members of our church or friends of church members, all are invited to participate in our 
youth group. Throughout the year, we practice a healthy mix of service work and play: everything from playing laser tag, 
jumping at Skyzone, baking and delivering apple pies to a food shelter, serving the homeless in Boston, fundraising for 
our annual mission trip, to hanging out together in our newly renovated youth room; there is bound to be something for 
everyone in our youth group! If you, your youth, and/or their friends are interested in joining, please email Rev. Hyde 
(rhyde@fccsm.org). Participating in youth group and serving our youth is a special ministry of our church that you will 
truly not regret being a part of. Please do reach out if you are interested. 
 

Adult Bible Study 
Would you like to gain a deeper understanding of the Scriptures? Want to connect your weekly rhythm more intimately 
with your spiritual life? Do the demands of the secular world leave you feeling disconnected from your relationship with 
God? Fear not, for Jesus taught us not to worry about the distractions of the world, but instead to first “seek ye the 
kingdom of God; and all these things shall be added unto you (Luke 12:31 KJV).” To seek the kingdom properly, one must 
first learn the Word through the study of the sacred Scriptures. This fall, you are invited to participate in a weekly 
contemplative Bible study group, where we will read the narrative lectionary Bible passage of the week, meditate on its 
meaning, pray together, and then engage in the spiritual practice of contemplation. Please stay tuned for the weekly 
study timeslot. 
 

Christian Education 
Welcome back to Sunday School! I am thrilled to enter my first full school year as your DCE and have learned just how 
lovely a Church FCC is in the last ten months. A Church is only as strong as the quality of the people inside of it and what 
makes First Congregational Church so special is that the people actively participate, particularly with the children. I 
believe it is challenging to raise kids in this day and age in a way humanity has not seen before, with doubt, fear and an 
over- abundance of technology all around us. What does that mean for you? Whether you are a parent, a Church-goer, or 
volunteer – you have a significant role to play in the life of each child in our Sunday School. Children need God in a more 
personal way now and as time goes on, this need will only grow larger and larger. My job is to make sure that as that 
need grows, children allow God to fill those needs and that each child in our Sunday School, whether they come one 
Sunday a year or thirty Sundays a year has the opportunity to live up to his or her God-given potential. Sunday School will 
officially begin the new year with classes held on September 16th. Enrollment, calendar dates, volunteer sign ups and any 
other information you need can be found on the main church website, FCCSM.org 24/7. If you are not subscribed to my 
Sunday School email list or unsure if you are, please email me – Cedirector@fccsm.org and I will be sure to add you. Leo 


