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Wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.
A Message from the Interim Minister…
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Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell into the hands of robbers, who stripped him, beat
him, and went away, leaving him half dead. Now by chance a priest was going
down that road; and when he saw him, he passed by on the other side. So
likewise a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other
side. But a Samaritan while traveling came near him; and when he saw him, he
was moved with pity. He went to him and bandaged his wounds, having poured
oil and wine on them. Then he put him on his own animal, brought him to an inn,
and took care of him. The next day he took out two denarii, gave them to the
innkeeper, and said, ‘Take care of him; and when I come back, I will repay you
whatever more you spend.’ Which of these three, do you think, was a neighbor to
the man who fell into the hands of the robbers?” He said, “The one who showed
him mercy.” Jesus said to him, “Go and do likewise.” Luke 10:28-37

This gospel story is the well-known parable of the Good Samaritan. The story
tells of a Samaritan who engages in an act of love for a total stranger on the
roadside. He expects nothing in return. He does not know this person who has
been beaten, robbed, and left for dead. There is no indication that when that
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person recovered, he ever met the Samaritan to thank him. The Samaritan
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remains anonymous. But did the Samaritan do the thing he did to gain any
earthly or heavenly reward? No. He did it because he was moved by
 Caregiver Support
compassion. The word “Samaritan” comes from the Hebrew word Samer
Schedule
which means ‘guardian’ or ‘keeper.’ The Samaritans thought of themselves as
the true guardians or keepers of the laws of God. However, Jewish society at
the time of Jesus did not accept the Samaritans. Centuries earlier, the
Samaritans were Jews who had intermarried with the Assyrians when they
invaded the Kingdom of Israel. They were often despised because they were
deemed to be “half-breeds” (not fully Jewish) whose religion and customs
differed from mainstream Judaism. Yet, they make frequent appearances in the
gospels. Jesus implies that these outcastes are righteous people who are
favored by God. Many of his listeners would have found this a scandalous
claim.
But this is what Jesus wants. He wants his church, the assembly of his
followers, to reject any ideas that certain people are outcastes. In fact, the
Jesus of the gospels prefers the company of the marginalized over that of the
elite in society. He wants the church doors open to all – even those we may
wish to avoid. His invitation is to be uncomfortable, insecure, risky – to go out
into the world and minister to those whom no one else wants. This isn’t easy.
In our society that worships security, the call to be insecure is for most very unwelcome.


Living Our Ministry:
Fellowship

How then can we at First Congregational Church of Shrewsbury be a place of open doors that welcomes the outsiders? How
do we make alliances with those society deems undesirable? How do we become a church of good Samaritans? In other
words, what sort of church do we want to be? Christ calls us to be outward-facing, doors open, embracing the “others.” This
isn’t easy, but it is the path of transforming grace. As Paul reminds us: “Do not forget to show hospitality to strangers, for by
so doing some people have shown hospitality to angels without knowing it.” (Hebrews 13:2)
See you in church,
Jim

Update from the New Parsonage Building Committee
Over the past summer months, the Parsonage Building Committee has been preparing for the construction of the new
parsonage. Initially, we were able to get the utilities brought into the lot before the sidewalk installation and paving of Main
St. was completed. Had we not done this, we would have had to wait 3-5 years due to the town putting a new moratorium
on digging up the new pavement.
We have interviewed a number of builders and have narrowed it down to 3 local builders. The new Parsonage will have 4
bedrooms, living room, dining room, family room, 2 bathrooms on the second floor, a half bath with a shower, washer /dryer
area on the first floor, fireplace, a two car garage, and unfinished basement. It will be an energy efficient home that will
save the Church money on maintenance in the years to come.
Taking into consideration our budget, the builders have proposed different floor plans which we have reviewed and made
changes to. At the present time, we have delayed making a final selection until the builders get back to us with revisions
and the cost involved. We are hopeful for a start date for construction in Spring 2020.
A special thanks to the committee for their time and dedication.
Sherri Robertson
Jennifer Shaw
Bill Whitehead
Dile Holton
Paul Dobner
Darren Del Dotto
Peace,
John Ambra, Chair

Neighbors in Need (NIN) 2019 Special Mission Offering
The annual Neighbors in Need collection will take place on Sunday
October 6. Neighbors in Need (NIN) is a special mission offering of the
United Church of Christ that supports ministries of justice and
compassion throughout the United States. One-third of NIN funds
support the Council for American Indian Ministry(CAIM). Two-thirds of
this offering is used by the UCC's Justice and Witness Ministries (JWM) to
support a variety of justice initiatives, advocacy efforts, and direct service
projects through grants. Neighbors in Need grants are awarded to UCC
churches and organizations doing justice work in their communities.
These grants fund projects whose work ranges from direct service to
community organizing and advocacy to address systemic injustice. This
year, special consideration will be given to projects focusing on serving our immigrant neighbors and communities.
There will be envelopes in your Sunday bulletin on October 6. You may place your donation in the offering plate at that time
or return it to the church office within the next two weeks. Please consider giving generously to make a just world possible for
all. Thank you- the First Congregational Church Mission and Outreach Ministry

Neighbors FCCSM Volunteers at the Community Harvest Project Farm
A diverse group from our church joined together to
spend a few hours at the Community Harvest Project
Farm in Grafton last Saturday. Recognizing how many
folks struggle with hunger and food insecurity, members
of our church rolled up their sleeves and donned work
gloves, to help harvest, wash and pack fresh produce to
be distributed to food panties around Central Mass.
During our time at the farm we harvested over 150 lbs.
of leeks, trimmed, washed and packaged them and got
them ready to be sent to the Worcester County Food
Bank. We also packed tomatoes which had already been
harvested, and tended a field where crops had
previously been harvested to get it ready for the next season’s plantings. All those who participated were excited by their
time at the farm and are anxious for additional opportunities to participate in this very worthy cause.
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Meetinghouse Minute
This is the first in a series of short COG articles about our building. We will begin
by looking at the antique term “meetinghouse.”
In early New England, a community that wanted official recognition as a town
had to satisfy three requirements: (1) build a meetinghouse; (2) call a pastor; and
(3) engage a teacher.
Meetinghouses were the only public buildings in most towns. Aside from being
the site for public worship, they served multiple functions including: schoolhouse,
town hall, jail, courthouse, gun powder store and meeting room. Initially
meetinghouses were built and maintained with public funds.
Our Puritan forbearers used the term “church” to refer to a congregation,
distinguishing the faithful from the buildings in which they worshipped. Puritans
did not hold with the concept of holy time or sacred space. Holy days, including
Christmas, were not celebrated and meetinghouses and cemeteries were not
specially consecrated. Puritans believed that all days were holy and all creation
sacred.
Our first meetinghouse was erected in 1721-2. A replacement, constructed in
1766, is the building (with many alterations) where we worship today.
Comments or questions about this piece should be directed to Sue Baker
(Bkr0000@townisp.com) Sue is part of the Our Story Ministry team.

UPCOMING EVENTS
October 6
Neighbors in Need
Newcomers Brunch

October 13
Listening Session with Rev. Jim

October 16
Martha Circle Guest Speaker

Help Needed:

The Security Task Force is looking for assistance. We need
someone to design our updated church evacuation plan signs. A plan/sign is
needed for each room in the church building. If you have or know someone
who has experience in graphic arts please send an email to Deb DelDotto at
d.deldotto@verizon.net or call at 508-641-7892.

Deacons Deliberations

by Amanda Durkin

What is Family Worship Sunday? It is a regular service that is geared toward
children and includes the children as greeters, ushers, lay readers, and other roles
with assistance from adults in our congregation. This is a wonderful opportunity
to see our young people rise and shine! Feel free to bring friends and relatives to
these light-hearted Sundays and feel young at heart again!
The deacons have thoughtfully and prayerfully met throughout 2019 and
discussed our family worship service. Did you know that the deacons are gladly
responsible for ushering on the fifth Sundays as well as serving Communion every
first Sunday? After careful deliberation, the deacons have decided to modify the
family services and try something different for the 2019-2020 school year.
Instead of having family worship on the first Sunday of each month, it will be held
on the fifth Sundays when many deacons are serving as ushers to assist the
children. We will continue to dedicate the entire service to a younger style of
worship, and the balcony will be closed so that we may all worship more closely
with our neighbor. We hope that everyone will be pleased.
The first Sunday of each month will be an adult centered worship service
including communion. You are always welcome to keep your children,
grandchildren, nieces and nephews with you on the first Sundays for
Communion, or any Sunday, to share the entire worshipping experience with you.
Mark your calendar for Fifth Sunday Family Worship Services:
 Sunday, September 29, 2019
 Sunday, December 29, 2019
 Sunday, March 29, 2020
 Sunday, May 31, 2020
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October 19
Arts on the Green Spooktacular

October 20
Mission Fair

October 27
Stewardship Sunday
Listening Session with Rev. Jim

November COG Deadline:
October 14
Publication: October 23

Gather as Christians…
Leah Circle will be celebrating “Blanche’s Birthday” on Wednesday, October 9 at 7:00pm. Please bring a birthday bag (or
2) including a cake mix, frosting, candles, and a small gift. These will be brought to St. Anne’s to give to children during the
year who are celebrating a birthday. Join us for games, conversation, and birthday cake. We will also be collecting for
“Blanche’s Pennies” with coins that are equal to your own age (or more). Help us continue this valuable ministry. Hostesses
are Elaine Shaw (508-842-4401) and Doris Woodfin.
Our circle is open to all women of the church. We meet on the second Wednesday of each month unless otherwise noted.
Come when you can. We will continue collecting “Blanche’s Pennies” to support Abbey’s Home, Sage Place, Mustard Seed,
pans for Care Team meals, kitchen equipment, special church activities and other outreach projects. Please contact Sue
Bourget at 508-842-2323 if you have any questions.

Martha Circle Speaker, BE-LIKE-BRIT, October 16, 11:30am The Martha Circle would like to invite all
women, men, and friends to our October 16th meeting, at 11:30 in the chapel. Our speaker will be Cherylann Gengel, mother
of Britney Gengel. Britney Gengel was the 19 year old college student who traveled to Haiti with Lynn University on a college
mission trip in 2010. Shortly after their arrival, a catastrophic 7.0 magnitude earthquake struck killing an estimated 300,000
people including Britney. In memory of their daughter, Cherylann and her husband, Len, started the Be-Like-Brit foundation
and began building a 19,000 square foot orphanage in Haiti. Please plan to attend our meeting and hear how a local Rutland
family took an unspeakable tragedy and turned it into a blessing for the people of Haiti. If you would like more information
about the orphanage, the Be-Like-Brit foundation and the tireless work that the Gengel family is doing on behalf of the
children of Haiti, please visit their website at www.belikebrit.org. We are hoping that you will join us at our October meeting.
Martha Circle meets on the third Wednesday of each month at 11:30am in the Adkins Room, unless otherwise noted. It is
open to all women of the church and is involved in a variety of activities promoting fellowship and camaraderie. We bring in
educational speakers and are engaged in many goodwill projects and fundraising to benefit the church and community. For
information, contact Roberta Jelinch at (508) 845-6421.

***************************************************************
Living Our Ministry: Fellowship
The FCC "golf guys" play 9 holes of golf every Saturday morning from April until October.
They rotate between 6 local courses, tee off around 8am and finish with coffee and
conversation at a local coffee shop. They're usually home by 11 am or so. Cost is under $20
each week.You don't have to be a good golfer, go every week or be a member of our
church to join. The goal is to have fun, get some exercise and especially to make new
friends. Some people go almost every week, others go occasionally. Consider joining and
feel free to bring a friend - it's not too late in the season! If you're interested, contact Don
Alger at thealgers@gmail.com.

***************************************************************
Stewardship
We have been a beacon to the community since 1723. “Blessed. Grateful. Willing.” is our Stewardship campaign theme for
2020. Pledge cards were mailed in mid-September and we hope you will consider making a pledge. No gift is too big or too
small. With the financial support of people like you, our church can effectively budget for the coming year. We will also collect
pledge cards at a special table in Gifford Hall before and after the worship service on the following Sundays:
10/20/19 Mission Fair
10/27/19 Stewardship Sunday
Please help us reach our goal of 100% FCCSM participation by mailing your pledge card or placing it in the offering plate.
In faithful service from your Stewardship Team,
Darren DelDotto, Rev. Lynne Dolan, Amanda Durkin, Jean Feldkamp,
Rebecca Krause, Rev. Dr. James Matarazzo and Dave Russell

Mission Fair
Come join us at the FCCSM Mission Fair on Sunday, October 20, in Gifford Hall during coffee hour. Do you know
what the different Committees and Ministries have been up to this year? Come and find out!
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Study and Learn…
Confirmation Program
Do you have a child in 9th grade or above who has not been confirmed, but would like to explore his or her
confirmation with our church community? The FCCSM Confirmation Program curriculum will focus on
helping our youth ask tough questions about their faith. Through innovative sessions, field trips, mentor
relationships, and the challenge to do a whole lot more than simply learn a few facts, our youth take real
responsibility for understanding their faith and its power. When they do - when they see the church and their
faith as something that truly belongs to them helping them build a bond that will last throughout their
Christian lives. At the end of our confirmation journey, each youth will choose whether or not to be confirmed
as a sign of their ability to take charge of their own spiritual lives. All participants, whatever their decision, are
honored in a special service dedicated to their work, exploration, and discoveries on May 3, 2020.
A letter is has been sent to those families that we know of with a confirmation age student. If you have not
received such a letter and have a student of high school age who would like to participate please email Rev.
Larry Iannetti LarryIannetti@yahoo.com. Thank you for your consideration!

High School Youth Group
October
October 6 – Youth Group Meeting at 7:00pm
October 13 – Columbus Day Weekend; no YG
October 20 – Davis Farmland Corn Maze, (time to be determined)
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70A0549AAA92EA0F94-davis
October 27 – Youth Group Meeting at 7:00pm

Christian Education
Christian Education October Happenings:
October 6 - Full Sunday School
October 8 - CE Meeting
October 13 - No Sunday School; Columbus Day
October 19 - ‘Organ Spooktacular!’ Presented by Music Ministry
October 20 - Full Sunday School
October 27 - Full Sunday School

FCC Newcomer Information Session and Brunch
On Sunday, October 6 come to the Chapel at 11:00am to learn about our Outreach Ministry, Christian Education, Music
Ministry, Youth Group, Fellowship Opportunities, Care Team Ministry, Prayer Ministry, Earth Stewardship Ministry, Church
Membership and the United Church of Christ. For more information or to RSVP, contact Suzanne Moriondo
(moriondo@townisp.com), Rev. Jim Matarazzo (jim@fccsm.org) or Ellen Jones (office@fccsm.org).
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Pray, Care, Share…
Thank You from Jan Hibson and Sue Saunders

R

NEED TO KNOW

Pastoral Care
If you are sick or in the hospital,
please let us know so that we can
check in on you. Please email the
church office (office@fccsm.org)
or leave a message for the pastor
at (508) 845-7286.

Prayer Requests

******************************************
FCC Caregiver Support Group Schedule
In the months of September, October and November, we will now be meeting 2x
per month on the 2nd and 4th Mondays of each month. On the 2nd Monday, we will
be having informational meetings facilitated by Beth Anne Doan and guest
speakers. On the 4th Monday, we will hold informal caregiver support meetings. In
December, Beth Anne will lead a service of Loving Care.
FCCS Caregiver Support Schedule Fall 2019:
Second and Fourth Mondays of the Month 6:30pm to approximately 8:30pm
The second Mondays are for educational meetings.
The fourth Mondays are for caregiver support group time.
September 23: Caregiver Support Group
TBD: Group support and organizational meeting.
October 14: Dr. Harvey Clermont/ Beth Anne Doan
Topic: Care for the Caregiver: Physical, Mental, Spiritual & Respite
October 28: Caregiver Support Group
TBD- Agenda and format to be announced from September meeting.
November 11: Dr. Harvey Clermont/ Beth Anne Doan
Topic: Communication Skills for Caregivers
Video: Teepa Snow
November 25: Caregiver Support Group
TBD
Sunday, December 15: A Holiday Service of Loving Care.
For caregivers, allies and those who support them. 6:00pm

******************************************
Saturday, October 19 at 7:00pm
Wear your spookiest
costume and come
hear the spookiest
organ music in
Shrewsbury.
6|Page

We are happy to hold you or
someone you know in our
prayers, please let us know if you
need our assistance.

Shrewsbury Channel 28
Local access broadcast of Sunday
services are on:
Thursdays at 9:00 AM
Fridays at 10:30 PM
Mondays at 9:30 PM
For those not in town, please
check Shrewsbury Media
Connection Video Library and
search for “FCC” or SPAC
Facebook page.

Heroes Needed!
The Care Team outreach program
called “Carpool Heroes” is
looking for volunteers to help
with rides to Sunday worship or
any church activities. Your
commitment could only be once
every other month. If you would
like to volunteer … or need a ride
to church or a church activity …
please call Janet Fotiadis at (508)
873-1346.

Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/FCCShrewsbury

Serve God and Our Neighbor…
Mustard Seed *New Sign up for Mustard Seed online!
To everyone who helped to make September 4th Mustard Seeds dinner a great success Thank you!
* Cooks: Hugh Adams, Marie Murphy, Pete Murphy, Norma Garica & Karis Ray
* Bakers: Darcy Connors & Mom Deb DelDotto, Jean Feldkamp, Kathi Buzzell, Sue Russell, Jane Lapointe & Karis Ray
* Servers: Marie Murphy, Pete Murphy & Kristine Martineau
* Leah Circle for providing the aluminum baking pans
Our next scheduled Mustard Seed meal will be November 6th. You can sign-up either online to volunteer at
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0B4FAFAF2C7-mustard or on the Mustard Seed's sign-up sheet located in Gifford
Hall. For more information, please contact Janet Pike at 508-842-0533 or Email mrsbear8@msn.com. Mustard Seed also has
a small food pantry open on Wednesdays that serves many local families and homeless individuals in need of supplemental
foods. Donations of non-perishable food items such as : Breakfast cereal, Tuna, pasta, tomato sauce, Peanut Butter, canned
vegetables, canned soup, "Mac and Cheese". Donations can be placed in the marked box by the Mustard Seed’s signup sheet
in Gifford Hall. Please consider volunteering to help feed those in need.

The Care Team Ministry

On behalf of the Care Teams, I would like to reiterate to the congregation that the purpose
of this ministry is to provide care, support, thoughts and deeds of kindness, and many other forms of encouragement such as
cards, calls, meals, transportation to Church on Sunday or to any other Church related function, and possibly to a doctor’s
appointment if needed. We are ready to help, but don’t always know when help is needed. I hope that you will feel comfortable
contacting me directly (by email at dasrusl@charter.net or phone at 508-753-1660) or calling the Church at 508-845-7286 and
Ellen will relay your information. If you feel more comfortable, please have a friend call. Our Care Teams are made up of many
people who do various forms of “caring”. If you need anything, please do not hesitate to contact me or the church. Thank you.
Sue Russell

Hands for Hope Our fun and friendly group meets on the fourth Monday of the month, in the Parlor from 10 am until
11:30. Fall is here! Our team kicked off our season on September 23 with a fabulous guest speaker! Judy Hall (from
Westboro), our liaison to Sewing For Hope and the Tumaini Fund, USA, started our meeting off with an update on the
orphans in Tanzania. We had many questions for her! For example, how many of the 200,000 have we clothed? Are any
more of them getting to go to school? Are they still being raised by the village? And what about those hats? Do they love
the Issy dolls? Stay tuned for the answers! Please come and join the fun!

Calling all Teens!
First Congregational Church Shrewsbury needs you! The Board of Deacons is looking for interested teens to serve as
Junior Deacons. Junior Deacons have the opportunity to play a key role in church worship services by assisting the
Deacons with preparing and serving Communion, ushering, and occasionally helping out with special holiday services.
Your level of involvement as a Junior Deacon does not require a major time commitment and can be flexible according to
your schedule. For further information, please contact Deacon Donna Kafel at 508-769-5128 or email Donna at
dmkafel@yahoo.com.

Church Wide Listening Sessions with Rev. Dr. Jim Matarazzo
During the sabbatical period at First Congregational Church, I will be conducting listening sessions after Sunday worship and
coffee hour in the Chapel at 11:00 AM. All members and friends of the church are very welcome. This is an opportunity for
you to express your views on the present state of the congregation and what you want to see for the future. It is meant to be
a safe space for sharing. I will not be recording comments or associating names with what is said. I want to hear your honest
views. You also have the option to meet with me one on one if you are not comfortable with the group process. Jim
Upcoming Sunday Dates:
October 13
October 27
November 3
There will also be an evening weekday session for those who cannot attend after church at a date and time to be
announced. For the sessions that follow Worship,children's care will be provided. Children's care means that both nursery
care and activities for older children (Preschool, Elementary and Middle School) provided. Contact Leo Biocchi, Director of
CE, 508-887-3007 with questions about children’s care.
7|Page

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
Non-Profit Org.
U.S. POSTAGE
PAID
Worcester, MA
Permit No. 157

19 Church Road
Shrewsbury, MA 01545
(508) 845-7286
www.fccsm.org

Return Service
Requested

Join us on Facebook!
www.facebook.com/FCCShrewsbury

October 2019

Our Mission:
The purpose of this Church is to come together as Christians to
Serve God by studying and listening to the Word and living by
Christ’s teachings. We are committed to reaching out through prayer,
caring, sharing and fellowship.
Senior Minister: Rev. Lynne Dolan
ldolan@fccsm.org

Please join us Sunday mornings at
9:30 for Worship & Sunday School!
Coffee Hour after the service – Don’t
miss the warm fellowship of friends
this Sunday!
Thank you to our office volunteers!!
Sandy Regnier, Ray Harlow
Stanley Holden, Linda Holden
Sue Phyfe, Janet Pike
Louise Russell, Elaine Shaw,
Mary Pelletier and Doris Woodfin
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Interim Minister: Rev. Dr. James Matarazzo
jim@fccsm.org
Director of Music: Curtis Smith
musicdirector@fccsm.org
Christian Education Director: Leo Biocchi
cedirector@fccsm.org
Financial Administrator: Lauren Morse
finance@fccsm.org

Office Administrator: Ellen Jones
office@fccsm.org

Sexton: Brian Scott

