
 CHURCH ON THE GREEN 
First Congregational Church of Shrewsbury      October/November 2020 

Wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here. 
  

A Message from the Senior Pastor 

Friends, it is with many differing emotions that I write my final message 
to you as your Senior Pastor.  I am so grateful for the time that I have 
been blessed to serve you.  Together we have listened to the Holy 
Spirit’s prodding and nudging us forward seeking to be open and 
flexible, loving and welcoming in all that we do.  We have made changes 
that allow us to more easily recognize the needs of the community and 
call forth your gifts to fulfill those needs.   

The world is changing and the church changes as well. I have 
appreciated your openness to explore new things, to find the balance 
between honoring the past and moving into the future.  I have been 
blessed to serve with wonderful staff who have brought competence, 
compassion and thoughtfulness to their work. All that we do is ministry 
and you have brought that spirit to the work we do together.  

As I write this we anticipate the church vote to consider becoming an 
open and affirming congregation.  The search committee asked if this 
was one of my goals when I was considered for this position 8 years ago.  
I responded that if it is God’s will then may it be so.   I have been an ally 
of the LGBTQ community and strive to extend the love and justice of 
Jesus to all people.  Making a public and open commitment to affirm the 
many and various gifts of all God’s children changes a community.  I am 
grateful that you have been willing to ask deeper questions and to 
consider the ways God is calling you to embrace a more radical form of 
inclusivity.  

Change has been a constant condition during my tenure and it will 
continue to be so.  The world is changing and the church with it. 
However, I believe that people still long to be in community.  We long for 
our lives to have meaning and purpose. Many people continue to find 
that in the church.  This is a particularly challenging moment in our 
world and in the church.  God is still speaking and calls us to be brave 
and prayerful as we examine our own biases and prejudices and the 
ways in which they impact our personal and communal discipleship. 
Now more than ever we must commit to engage in open and respectful 

dialogue with each other. We will not always agree, but we can strive always to be loving and kind.  We will not be 
able to move forward without a significant level of trust and respect for each other.  I invite you to cultivate this 
loving, open, caring spirit and to trust the Holy Spirit to be your guide.  

Thank you all for the love and support you have offered me and my family.  Thank you for your generosity to the 
wider community and the care you have for each other. I will remember you fondly as together we seek to do 
God’s will and usher in the kin-dom.   

In Christ’s love,  

Lynne 
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FCCSM Welcomes Ten New Members! 
 

Ginny Aikens:  A lifelong resident of Shrewsbury, Ginny was a founding member of Mount Olivet Lutheran Church where she was 
active in many ministries.  She taught school in the Shrewsbury school system and also volunteered as a math tutor. She and her 
husband enjoy traveling when they can, and spending time with their young granddaughter. 
 

Suzanne Crosby:  Suzanne belonged to the First Congregational Church of Shrewsbury under the name of Suzanne Gagnier.  One 
of her sons, Brian Huggins, was confirmed in this church.  She moved away and then returned to Shrewsbury about 20 years later.  
Upon returning to church, she participated with a wonderful group of ladies in the Can We Talk? group at FCC.  She felt welcomed 
and was sure she was making the right decision to transfer her membership from Boothbay Harbor Congregational Church to 
Shrewsbury. 
 

Beth Hansen:  Born and raised in Iowa, and spending most of her career in Chicago, Beth moved to New England eight years ago to 
be near her sister.  She moved to Shrewsbury six years ago where her many musical interests lead her to FCC Shrewsbury. Beth has 
been active in the hand bell choir, served on Music Ministry, and intends to serve on the Budget & Finance Committee.  Beth enjoys 
gardening and spending time with her husband, his four-year-old grandson and her three dogs! 
 
Haniyah Kafel:  Haniyah lives in Boylston with her son, Jacob who attends Boylston Elementary School as a third grader. She works 
for Keurig-Dr. Pepper as an Account Manager within the Creative Team. She loves being outside and staying active and was 
training for her 4th marathon before the pandemic. Haniyah is thrilled to be part of this warm, welcoming church community and 
looks forward to getting to know more members of the congregation.    
 

Candice and Tara McRae:  Tara and Candice live in Shrewsbury with their two children, Lyla and Gavin, and their labradoodle Rocco. 
They have been married for 16 years. Tara is a Chief Marketing Officer and Candice is a yoga teacher and fitness instructor. As a 
family, they love traveling, going to Celtics games, and spending the day at the beach in the summer. They are a really active family 
- Lyla is a competitive dancer, Gavin loves soccer, and everyone loves going for long bike rides on the rail trail. 
 

Curtis and Rachel Smith:  Curtis has served as Music Director of FCCSM for 2 years. Before that he served as organist for a 
Methodist Church in Tallahassee, FL. That is where he met his wife Rachel. They were married here at the Church in March, the day 
before the Church had to shut-down and go online because of COVID-19. 
 

Rachel is a Methodist pastor's kid originally from Ohio. After getting involved with her graduate student union in Florida, she 
became a higher ed union organizer in the Boston area rather than pursuing work related to her doctorate in Classical archaeology. 
She has an inordinate love of knitting, writing, and all things geeky and/or British. She is now happily married to Curtis, with whom 
she shares an affinity for music, good coffee, and Lindt truffles, and who makes sure she also spends time outside. 
 

Stephanie Yuen:  Stephanie grew up in Shrewsbury with her family since she was 3-years-old. While she does not still live in 
Shrewsbury anymore, she is still close by, now living in Boylston. Stephanie works as an Assistant Director of Digital Strategy at a 
digital advertising agency called Carnegie Dartlet, and enjoys spending time with friends and family and playing with her dog Sadie. 
 

Judy Yuen:  Judy has been a long-time resident of Shrewsbury since 1996, but originally grew up in Brookline. She works as a 
Mortgage Processor at Webster First Federal Credit Union in Worcester. Judy enjoys spending time with her husband Andy and 4 
daughters Stephanie, Megan, Christina, and Lauren.  
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Hands for Hope  
 

Our Hands for Hope team hopes that you are all surviving 
this shelter in place new way of life!  We are well and still 
creating our various projects!  On September 20th, we 
celebrated the “Blessing” of the dresses, shorts, sweaters, 
Izzy dolls, sewing kits and Days for Girls kits.  These will be 
sent out this fall, on the first leg of their journey to Kagera, 
Tanzania! 

Our church has been gifted with several beautiful baby 
blankets hand created by the Schoolhouse Quilters, who 
meet monthly in our church.  Previously, our newly baptized 
babies received a hand crocheted or knitted baby blanket.  
Going forward, some of our babies may become the proud 
owner of one of these lovely quilts.  We are very grateful for 
this gift. 

Over the past year, we have discovered that the people 
living in Kagera, have been learning to sew.   They are 
working on the old treadle sewing machines that are set up 
in a “manufacturing” room.  There are one or two 
supervisors who help the workers as needed.  As a result, 
we have put together little sewing kits for the workers.  

These will be sent along with the soon to go out shipment. 

Our mask makers worked very hard during this pandemic, creating masks for hospitals, an autism school, nursing 
homes, as well as for individuals, friends and families.  We also provided them for a bride and her wedding party.  We 
have a small inventory left, if there are some of you in need of another one. 

We hope that we will be able to resume our monthly meetings soon.  We meet on the fourth Monday morning of the 
month, at 10 am in the Parlor.  We may relocate to Gifford Hall, but will take direction from our reopening committee.  
Please come and join us! 
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#seminarylife 
 

Hello beloved church, 

I wanted to write to let ya’ll know what’s been happening in the life of this seminarian in 
2020.  I graduated from Hartford Seminary in May.  Due to the pandemic we could not have 
a physical graduation ceremony and did the best we could with a virtual one.  I was blessed 
by my education and community at Hartford and will miss them.  It is a good thing that as 
an alumnus, I am welcome back any time. 

This September, I began my studies at Boston University School of Theology.  This is the 
final half of my academic journey towards the completion of the Co-operative Master of 
Divinity degree. As our kids are older now and much more independent, I have begun full-

time study this year.  I hope to graduate by spring 2022.  It could happen sooner, but who knows when and where I will 
complete my in-service hours or CPE (Clinical Pastoral Elective) in chaplaincy? The pandemic has impacted these 
schedules. 

This fall, I have chosen to study 100% from home.  The lectures, meetings, break-out groups, and exams are all held via 
zoom.  Zoom is a video conferencing App where we can all listen as well as see each other “live” on the computer 
instead of in-person in a classroom.   

My classes are in 1) First-year Formation, 2) Spiritual Companioning, 3) Introduction to Christian Worship, and 4) 
Varieties of Early Christianity.   

I will be studying our church liturgy very closely for a 3-week project in writing my own worship service.  Pastor Jim says 
he will be glad to help.  If it works out, perhaps our congregation would be receptive for me to try it out one Sunday? I 
would love it if after, we could have a talk-back session to provide feedback.  I welcome the opportunity for fielding 
questions and thoughts for improvement. 

This past summer, I have had opportunities for volunteer chaplaincy.  Some have been in person, and some have been 
via phone and video conferencing.  Providing comfort and spiritual care to those experiencing the pandemic first-hand 
has been an experience that I will cherish.  Patients, families, and medical professionals are suffering.  I found that I 
relied upon my training in the spirituality of Psychological Trauma.  I feel that we will be experiencing the effects of a 
prolonged traumatic pandemic for years to come.  The church as the body of Christ will need to ready ourselves for how 
Covid 19 has and will continue to impact the Church and the world. 

I am looking forward to being a voting delegate for the SNEUCC annual meeting on September 26, 2020.  We will be 
voting on the confirmation of Rev. Darrell Goodwin as Executive Conference Minister.   

Dearest church family, please know that I hold you all in my prayers. I pray for all of God’s creation in this time of 
pandemic and climate change.  I pray for our church in transition as we seek to call a new Senior Pastor.  I find that I pray 
while in my home garden. I’m already on my knees weeding, so every movement becomes an active prayer.  Please 
keep me in your prayers as I grow and transform into the Pastor that God is calling me to be. 

Peace, 

Beth Anne Doan 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

Please Hold in Your Prayers…  
 

Nolan Schloemer, Bonnie & Bill Gibbs, Donald & Trudy Desfosse,  
Jay Dev Chandra, Joie Hodge, Anna M. Kane, Linda Mitrano, Charles Monroe, Chris Laurson, Gary & Barb 

Sampson, Sandy Wilson, Bill Siegmann, Florence Stowe,  Donna and Beau Meyer and family. 
 

… also, all military personnel, first responders, health care workers and all who protect and care for us. 
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IHN New Normal  – Why We Hope You’ll Serve 
We hope you and your families are safe and healthy amid the unprecedented COVID-19 pandemic. As we are 
adjusting to the new normal of our lives, we wanted to update you on how IHN is responding to the crisis and, if 
you’ve been feeling uncomfortable volunteering at the house, we want to invite you back to serve. 
 

What’s going on at the House? 
 

1. We have had no illnesses or positive COVID-19 test results for anyone who works for or resides at IHN. 
 

2. The house is presently 50% full with only three families, one on each floor. There are no plans to move to 100% 
capacity unless it can be done safely. 
 

3. Friendly House has installed two air purifiers and will be installing a third one – one on each floor – to enhance 
safety for guests, staff and volunteers. 
 

4. Please read the protocols below to see how we are keeping guests, staff and volunteers safe. 
 

5. The guests are no longer allowed to have visitors come to the house until this health crisis has passed. 
 

What does serving look like today? 
 

1. We ask that volunteers wear a mask at all times when interacting with anyone at the house. Guests and staff will 
do the same. 
 

2. The fewer the number of volunteers that come at any one time, the better for everyone. It is okay to have 1 or 2 
volunteers per shift, but we are discouraging more than 2 at any given time. 
 

3. We recommend that volunteers stay on the first floor in the office and be available to guests on an as needed 
basis. It is important to have volunteers here in the event that they are needed, but it is not necessary to spend 
your shift in close contact with anyone. We have told the families that volunteers will stay on the first floor and will 
be available if needed. 
 

4. We do not expect volunteers to engage the guests as in the past. The volunteers are present to provide safety 
and security to the families. 
 

5. Volunteers are not expected to eat with the families. We have told the families they should spread out when 
eating dinner and that it is OK if they choose to eat in the kitchen (upstairs or downstairs) or dining room. 
 

What is our need? 
 

As we have all learned to manage in the era of COVID-19, we hope you will consider continuing or coming back to 
serve at IHN. Your volunteerism helps provide 90 hours of coverage each week to ensure the safety and security of 
the families. This gift of commitment and time is invaluable to our success. If you have any questions, please call 
Michelle Beaver Telephone:  508-755-2212 mbeaver@ihnworcester.org Thank you. 

 

Foot Warmers for Worship Again? 
 

Those participating in autumn worship services on the Shrewsbury Common may 
wish for a way to keep their toes warm.  Perhaps an 18th century foot warmer 
would be the solution.  

Foot warmers were normal items to bring to church in the 17th, 18th and early 19th 
century.  Long services in frigid meetinghouses typified winter Sundays for our 
forbearers in faith.  Our church building did not have any heat source until two 
iron stoves were installed in 1827.  Central heating was not available until 1891 
when a furnace room was added to the lower level of the building.  

Below is an image of a mid-18th century foot warmer from the Artemas Ward House.  The wood-framed, perforated-tin 
box would have been filled with hot coals and used at home or during outings.  Perhaps General Ward used this one to 
warm his feet during services in our meetinghouse. Written by Sue Baker of Our Story Ministry team. 

mailto:mbeaver@ihnworcester.org
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Neighbors in Need Special Mission Offering 2020 
 

Neighbors in Need (NIN) is a special mission offering of the United Church 
of Christ that supports ministries of justice and compassion throughout the 
United States. One-third of NIN funds support the Council for American 
Indian Ministry (CAIM). Two-thirds of this offering is used by the UCC's 
Justice and Witness Ministries (JWM) to support a variety of justice 
initiatives, advocacy efforts, and direct service projects through grants. 
Neighbors in Need grants are awarded to UCC churches and organizations 
doing justice work in their communities. These grants fund projects whose 

work ranges from direct service to community organizing and advocacy to address systemic injustice. This 
year, special consideration will be given to projects focusing on serving our immigrant neighbors and 
communities.   The theme of this year’s offering is “all children have the right to simply be children”. 
 

This year’s annual collection will take place on October 4.   Unlike previous years, there will not be specific 
envelopes provided for this collection, but you may place your check (please indicate NIN in comment section 
of check) in the offering basket at the indoor or outdoor service, mail your donation to the church office or 
make an online donation through the church website where a specific section for Neighbors in Need has been 
created. 
 

Please consider donating, especially in a year where justice issues from disability to race to health disparities 
have been laid bare, making the Neighbors in Need offering more critical than ever.  

Thank you from the Mission and Outreach Ministry. 

 
Stewardship 2020 

We wish to thank all of those who have pledged so far to support the ministries of our church in 2021. As of 
9/17/20, we have received $56,200 in pledges.  We encourage everyone to have pledges returned by Oct 25 for 
Stewardship Sunday. 

  

Ms. Janice Benicek Mr. & Mrs. James Kane 
Mr. J-P Bordage &  D. Del Dotto, Ph.D Mr. & Mrs. Paul Lindsay 
Mr. & Mrs. John Bowles Mr. & Mrs. David Maidrand 
Mr. & Mrs. James Buss Mrs. Helen McLaughlin 
Ms. Kathi Buzzell Mr. & Mrs. David McRae 
Mr. & Mrs. Harold Colby, Jr. Mrs. Linda Phillips 
Mr. & Mrs. H. Alan Daniels Ms. Sandra Regnier 
Mr. & Mrs. David Del Dotto Mr. & Mrs. David Richardson 
Mrs. Darcy Del Dotto Connors Mr. & Mrs. Arthur Ryall 
Mr. Darren Del Dotto, Esq. Mr. & Mrs. Paul Sainsbury 
Dr. S. Erban & Dr. C. Phillips Dr. D. & Dr. R. Snook 
Geoffrey & Janet Graeber Osvaldo Torres 

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Hepp Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Wark 
Dr. Mei-sheng Tai-Hsu Mr. & Mrs. William Whitehead 
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High School Youth Group Schedule 

October 
Oct 4 – Apple Crisp Baking at 7:00pm 
Oct 11 – Columbus Day Weekend; no YG     
Oct 18 – Youth Group Meeting at 7:00pm 
Oct 25 – Davis Farmland Corn Maze & Pumpkin Picking, TBA 
 

November     
Nov 1 – Youth Group Meeting at 7:00pm  
Nov 8 – Youth Group Meeting at 7:00pm 
Nov 15 – Youth Group Meeting at 7:00pm, Care Packages/Cards for Youth Alumni in college  
Nov 22 – Youth Group Meeting at 7:00pm, Mission Trip 
Fundraising Letters 
Nov 29 - Thanksgiving weekend, no YG  
 
 

SPOOKTAKUCAR!         October 17 
A limited number of parking spots are available for 

this year's Drive-in Spooktakular. Sign-up required in 

advance. See the Looking Ahead email newsletter for 

details on how to sign up electronically. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

Update Leah Circle 2020/2021 Schedule 
 

The Circle will meet on the third Monday of each month at 7:00pm via Zoom 

October 19  Soup for the Soul     Lisa Wark 
November 16  Thoughts for Thanksgiving    Louise Russell 
December 21  Christmas Celebration     Louise and Linda Russell 
January 18  Quarantine Binge List of TV Shows and Movies Elaine and Jen Shaw  
February 15  The Perfect Snow Day     Sue Bourget 
March 15  What’s Your Good Luck Charm?   Everyone 
April 19  How Does Your Garden Grow? Planting Tips  Sue Phyffe 
May 17   What Did You Read During Quarantine  Jane Farina 
June 21   Bon Appetite      Sue Phyffe 

Upcoming Events 

Blessing of the Animals  10/4 
 

Neighbors in Need Collection 10/4 
 

Spooktakucar    10/17 
 

Lynne’s Last Service 
 & Goodbye Celebration 10/18 
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FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 

19 Church Road 
Shrewsbury, MA  01545                   
(508) 845-7286   
www.fccsm.org 
 
Join us on Facebook and Instagram! 
www.facebook.com/FCCShrewsbury 
Instagram: FCCShrewsbury 
                               

 

 

 

 

  
 

Please join us Sunday mornings at 
11:00 for outdoor Worship on the 
Common! After this service, we safely 
gather for a brief time of fellowship.  
We also have a limited indoor service  
at 9:30. 
 

Our Mission:  
The purpose of this Church is to come together as Christians to 
Serve God by studying and listening to the Word and living by  
Christ’s teachings.  We are committed to reaching out through prayer, 
caring, sharing and fellowship. 
 

 

Senior Minister:  Rev. Lynne Dolan 
ldolan@fccsm.org 
 

Interim Minister:  Rev. Dr. James Matarazzo 
jim@fccsm.org 
 

Director of Music:  Curtis Smith 
musicdirector@fccsm.org 
 

Financial Administrator:  Lauren Morse 
finance@fccsm.org  
 

Office Administrator:  Ellen Jones 
office@fccsm.org  
 

 

  

October/November 2020 

Thank you to our office 
volunteers!! 

Sandy Regnier, Doris Woodfin, 
Stanley Holden, Linda Holden 

Sue Phyfe, Janet Pike 
Louise Russell and Elaine Shaw. 
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