
 CHURCH ON THE GREEN 
 First Congregational Church of Shrewsbury         October 2018 

Wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here. 
  

A Message from the Pastor… 
 It’s that time of year again, when the church is abuzz with activity, 
when children rush forward to share a story in worship before they head 
off to their Sunday school classrooms, when we look forward to our new 
tradition of Family worship on the first Sunday of the month where all 
people, ALL PEOPLE, will learn and grow and celebrate together at God’s 
table.  
 I look forward all summer to getting acquainted with old friends and 
new at the church picnic and then anticipate our Recovenanting Sunday 
together.  What will the year bring?   What does God have in store for us 
this year?  I invite you to spend time pondering that question as we gather 
this fall.  What is God’s plan for you and for this church?  Why does the First 
Congregational Church of Shrewsbury remain an important part of your 
life?  What do I have to share with the church that would be a blessing to 
others? 
 This is the Stewardship season of the church. Every fall we invite 
members and friends of First Congregational Church, you who consider 
this your church home, to consider what gifts you could bring to this 
beloved community. That in fact is the theme of this year’s campaign, 
“What Shall I Bring?”  To be clear, your gift to the church is much more 
than the monetary commitment you make in the form of a pledge or the 
offering you make whenever we gather to worship.  Your gifts are freely 
shared in the classroom or in the choir room or when you cook a meal to 
be served at the Mustard Seed Ministry or when you travel to far off 
destinations to accompany our youth in mission field.  Your gifts are shared 
when you send a card to a bereaved family on behalf of the church as a 
member of the care team or when you join us after church to learn about 
another person’s faith traditions.  Your gifts are shared when you welcome 
and embrace a young musician or artist or lay reader to honor and 
celebrate the richness of this community. 
 Each one of us has something unique and special to share.  Bring your 
gift to the altar and leave it there.  It may not always seem like much, but 
God will bless each gift and each giver.  God promises to bless each of us so 
that we may then be a blessing to others. I invite you to spend some time 
prayerfully considering where and how you might be a blessing to this 
community.  We welcome your creativity.  We welcome your ingenuity.  We 
welcome your patience and care for each other.   

 We continue to journey through the wilderness.  I have found that those are the times in my life when I have 
felt both distant and closer to God.  It can often depend on which side of the bed I happen to get up on that morning.  
That is how it is. Yet, I never give up hope.  I never stop believing that God has a plan and we are all part of that rich, 
enigmatic, mysterious glorious plan God has for us. God continues to send us companions for the journey, young, old 
and everything in between. We bring a willing spirit and an open heart.  That is perhaps the most important gift we 
bring to the church, no matter the season or the circumstance.  
 These are challenging times to be the church.  They are also perhaps the most exhilarating times.  God calls us 
to be creative and alive to the Spirit and each other.  God calls us to see what wonderful things we can create with  
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A Message from the Pastor… (continued) 
 

limited resources.  Remember those meals that your Momma made when the cupboard was nearly bare.  She learned 
to be creative and stretch what she had and no one knew the difference?  It was a feast because it was always more 
than what she put on the table for folks to eat.  It was the sacred gift of love and community with which we were fed. 
May it be so for the church? Come and bring whatever you have to share and God will make of it a feast.  I look forward 
to sharing with you in the greatest of hope!   
 
 In Christ’s love,  
 Lynne 

 
 

 

 

     
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A MESSAGE FROM STEWARDSHIP 

In the first two weeks of this year’s Stewardship campaign, members have pledged just under $40,000.  This is an 
excellent start to this year’s campaign that will culminate on November 11, Stewardship Sunday.  
 

Of all the many Bible references to giving, Jesus’ message boils down to this:  The multitude of blessings we have 
received in this life -- including the love of family, fellowship of friendship, material rewards for our labors, and life 
itself – come from God, and it’s our responsibilities to share those blessings with those around us who are less 
fortunate. 
 

Through its many missions and ministries, our Church enables that sharing each year.  Stewardship thanks those 
early bird pledgers and asks that members who have not done so yet, please review the materials sent to you right 
after Labor Day and complete and return your pledge cards as well.   
 

The Stewardship Committee 
 

Arts on the 
Green 

Presents 

Folk Meets the 
Classics 

Featuring: Virginia 
Sindelar, flute and Phil 

Goldenberg, guitar 

Sunday, October 21st, 
4pm 

FCC, Shrewsbury 
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Super Saturday Cometh! 
You are invited to join nearly 700 of your fellow beloved UCC church 
members at the biannual Super Saturday event.  This is a day-long learning 
extravaganza open to clergy and lay folk of the United Church of Christ in 
the Tri-conference area.  We will gather on Saturday, October 20 from 8:30-
3:30 at the Keefe Regional Technical High School in Framingham.  The 
keynote speaker Dr. David Csinos will help us consider the changing 
landscape of faith formation, formerly known as Christian Education.  Great 
Day, Great Price! Cost includes morning worship, 2 workshops, an optional 
lunch activity, continental breakfast, lunch, marketplace and closing 
worship.  The cost for the event is $45.  You can find more information on 
the conference website www.macucc.org.  If you are interested in 
attending please contact Rev. Lynne Dolan by October 2 in order to 
submit a church registration.  If we get 5 participants the 5th registration 
is free! 

Classic Cinema Returns 

200 years ago, 19-year-old Mary Wollstonecraft Shelley dreamed up her 
Gothic novel “Frankenstein, or the Modern Prometheus” in response to a 
parlor game challenge. To celebrate this literary milestone and the season, 
we will be showing the 1931 classic film “Frankenstein” on Sunday, October 
28 at 4:00pm in the Youth Room Movie Theatre. This version of the film 
features a relatively unknown Boris Karloff, whose portrayal of the Creature 
really set the stage for the whole Frankenstein genre that followed. 
 

Social Circle Wine Tasting 
On Saturday, October 20 from 6-8pm, experts from Total Wine and More 
will be providing FCC with a private, fun, informal and educational wine 
tasting at the store at 87 Boston Turnpike. The theme is wines crafted in the 
Southern Hemisphere. Featured wines may include Argentine Malbec, 
Australian Shiraz and New Zealand Sauvignon Blanc. According to the 
experts, the Southern Hemisphere offers some of the most delicious and 
affordable wines in the world. With its range of grapes and climates, the 
variety of wines produced south of the Equator is unparalleled. This 
region is fast becoming the hottest source of delicious and affordable wine. 
 

 This event is open to anyone over 21. Bring some friends – they don’t have 
to be church members. Maybe you’ll find a new favorite wine, and you’ll 
have fun searching for it! The cost is only $20/person and includes pizza and 
snacks. The Social Circle Committee will be selling tickets (you must pay in 
advance!) in Gifford Hall during coffee hour. Space is limited, so reserve 
your spot early! 
 

What Do You Do on Your Own Time? 
Some church members have been displaying their hobby or craft during 
coffee hour in Gifford Hall.  If you are willing to share your hobby or craft 
with the congregation, please contact Tom Porter (tlporter@townisp.com) 
or another member of Social Circle. On Sunday, November 4, Ann Cairns 
and Bonnie Gibbs are going to host tables during coffee hour to display 
their hobbies.  Ann will display rug hooking and Bonnie will display 
woodcarving.   

 

 

 

Flower Power Fundraiser 10/7 

Last day to place order! 
 

Super Saturday 10/20 

Inspiring UCC event! Let Rev. Dolan know 
by October 2 if you want to participate. 

 

Social Circle Wine Tasting 10/20 

Fun gathering at Total Wine and More.  
Reserve your spot early! 

 

Arts on the Green 10/21 

Folk Meets the Classics! 
 

Spooktacular 10/27 

Potluck followed by a “scary” organ 
concert! 

 

Classic Cinema Returns 10/28 
1931 classic “Frankenstein” 

 

Church Fair 11/3 
Come shopping while helping to raise 

money for our church groups! 
 

Progressive Dinner 11/17 
Starting at Westbrook Crossing 
Clubhouse.  More info to follow. 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

COG Deadlines 
 

November COG:   
 Monday, October 15 
 

December COG:   
 Monday, November 19 
 

January COG:   
 Monday, December 10 
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4 | P a g e  
 

 Gathering… 

 

 
 

 

Leah Circle  is meeting on October 10 at 7:00 for our annual “Blanche’s Birthday Bash”!  Come celebrate Jen’s birthday as 

well with an evening of fun and delicious snacks.  We are requesting that you bring a birthday bag.  It should include a cake 
mix, frosting, candles, and a small child’s gift/toy.  These bags will be brought to St. Ann’s for distribution to families with 
children having a birthday. Leah Circle meets on the second Wednesday of each month at 7:00 p.m. in the Parlor unless 
otherwise noted. Leah Circle is open to all women of the church.  Come when you can.  Join us for fellowship and fun. Please 
contact Sherri Clark at 508-842-8595. Leaders Jenn Shaw and Nancy Samia. 
 

FCCSM Golf League plays 9 holes at one of 6 local courses on Saturday mornings from late April until late fall, weather 

permitting. We start at 8 a.m. and are done by 10:30 at a cost of around $20. Guys and gals of all ages and levels of expertise 
are welcome. You don't need to play every week, simply join us when you can. Contact Don Alger at  
thealgers@gmail.com if you would like to be added to the e-mail list, then he will let you know each week which course we 
will be playing. Let him know by noon on Friday if you can play that week. We hope you can join us! 
 

Martha’s Circle meets on the third Wednesday of each month at 11:30 a.m. in the Adkins Room unless otherwise noted.  

Martha’s Circle is open to all women of the church and is involved in a variety of activities promoting fellowship and 
camaraderie. We bring in educational speakers. We are engaged in many goodwill projects and fundraising to benefit the 
church and community. For example, each year we donate 12 “Birthday Bags” to Cottage Hill Academy filled with all the 
ingredients and decorations for a monthly birthday party for the kids.  For more information, please contact Roberta Jelinch 
at (508) 845-6421. 

     ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Church Fair 2018 is Saturday, November 3.  If your team, committee or ministry would like to raise money for your 

projects, please call Sandy Reignier, “chair of the fair”, at (508) 842-4141. 
 

White Elephant Sale:  If you are cleaning out, moving out, or downsizing and have some “treasures” that you 
don’t need, we’re happy to take them off your hands as the success of our sale depends entirely upon your 
donations.  If you are unable to store your items until the week before the church fair in November, please 
contact Kathi Buzzell or Sue Russell and we will try to accommodate your needs. Please keep in mind that we 
cannot accept clothing, stuffed animals, electronics, large furniture, exercise equipment, infant car seats and     

                         books. Thank you!  Kathi : (774) 258-1178, kabuzzell11@gmail.com  or Sue:  (508) 735-7291, davrusl@aol.com 
 

 I’m In a Jam Once Again!  With the church fair coming up in the fall, I can use all of the jams, jellies and pickles I 
can get. All of my proceeds will go towards the upkeep of our church hand bells. Let me know if you can 
contribute. Thank you! Sue Phyfe (508) 842-2414 

 

  Silent Auction:  The Scholarship Committee could use your help at the Silent Auction table at the Church Fair.               
  Can you donate a craft item, small antique collectible, a gift card for services, or perhaps an interesting theme  
  basket?  Start thinking/planning now so we will have an excellent array of items on which folks may make their  
  bids.  Contact Elaine Shaw with any questions or donations: (508) 842-4401, eshaw@townisp.com  

 

Jewelry Sale:  It’s not too early to go through your old jewelry for the Church Fair.  Please bring your treasures to 
the church office.  Thank you so much!  If you have questions please call Letty Ridinger : (508)869-6053 or Lucy 
Cogswell at (508) 869-6209. 
 

Botanical Table:  The Botanical Table needs your plants.  Please call Rene Mayberry at (508) 845-6722 for details.  
Thank you. 
 

Wear your spookiest costume and come hear the scariest organ music in Shrewsbury. 
Featuring organists Curtis Smith and Isabelle Zhao. Saturday October 27 at 7pm in the 
Sanctuary. Church potluck preceding at 6pm in Gifford Hall. As part of the decorations, 
we are planning a Jack O’Lantern Spectacular! More details to come!  
 

mailto:thealgers@gmail.com
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Study and Learn… 
Confirmation Program 

The FCCSM Confirmation Program is called Confirm not Conform (CnC). Our curriculum will focus on helping our youth ask 
tough questions about their faith. Through innovative sessions, field trips, mentor relationships, and the challenge to do a 
whole lot more than simply learn a few facts, CnC lets our youth take real responsibility for understanding their faith and its 
power. When they do - when they see the church and their faith as something that truly belongs to them - it will help them 
build a bond that will last throughout their Christian lives. At the end of our confirmation journey, each youth will choose 
whether or not to be confirmed as a sign of their ability to take charge of their own spiritual lives. All participants, whatever 
their decision, are honored in a special service dedicated to their work, exploration, and discoveries.  
 

High School Youth Group 
Our high school youth group is an opportunity for teens from the surrounding area to form community and fellowship 
together. Whether youth are members of our church or friends of church members, all are invited to participate in our youth 
group. Throughout the year, we practice a healthy mix of service work and play: everything from playing laser tag, jumping 
at Skyzone, baking and delivering apple pies to a food shelter, serving the homeless in Boston, fundraising for our annual 
mission trip, to hanging out together in our newly renovated youth room; there is bound to be something for everyone in our 
youth group! Participating in youth group and serving our youth is a special ministry of our church that you will truly not 
regret being a part of. Please do reach out if you are interested. 
 

Christian Education 

“Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever." - Hebrews 13:8 

The church is changing, the world is changing, and sometimes that means the people in it change. We say goodbye to 
some and hello to others at a seemingly faster pace, trying to keep up with this unpredictable society. Change can be 
good or bad but one thing is certain - that when it comes to God's love and commitment to us - there is no change. 
Hebrews 13 reminds us that Jesus Christ loved us before we were born, will love us our whole lives long and long after 
we've died. As I look ahead to this new year as DCE, a goal of mine will be to remind the children that God comes first 
in all things. I fear that often times people in this world forget why and how they are here on this earth. We know they 
are here solely because God chose to put them here and that the purpose of life is to serve God and love God’s children 
as your own. Children have the best chance of discerning this truth for themselves if they are taught so in a church and 
that is why I strongly believe in the necessity of Christian Education. CE has never been more important than it is 
today.” 
 

Onward in humility, kindness and love! 

- Leo Biocchi, Director of Christian Education 

 
 

 
             Please join us for Friday morning play group for ages birth to five years       
                                                               old!  We will have crafts, games, stories, snacks and fun! 
Dates:  The 2nd and 4th Friday of the month, Time:  9:00am to 12:00pm, Location: Preschool Classroom 
If the weather is nice, we may meet at Dean Park Playground some weeks. Please let us know if you 
plan to join us by sending us a quick email so that we can add you to our email list!  
Hosted by FCC moms 
Heather Simpson htrippi8530@hotmail.com  
and Laura Kenney laurashufelt@gmail.com  

mailto:htrippi8530@hotmail.com
mailto:laurashufelt@gmail.com
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Pray, Care, Share… 
 

Angel Awakenings… 
 Blessings for folks who exhibit extraordinary grace and kindness in the 

face of challenging moments. 

 Blessings to everyone who continues to call us to Be the Church! in 
every time and every place. 

 Blessings to church traditions that bind us together and for new 
traditions that emerge as we welcome new leaders and friends into 
the beloved community.  

 
Thank You Messages 
 
Thank you from Gail St. Pierre 
 “I have loved all the prayers I have felt.  Thank you to Colleen Tipple 
for her prayers and much more and our congregation for prayers and well 
wishes.  They have helped so much!” 
 
Thank you from Andover Newton Seminary 
 “…You are inspiring and supporting an academic curiculum that 
allows us to hold true to a rich history of being ‘The School of the 
Church.’… ” 
 
Thank you from The Barton Center for Diabetes Education 
 “…We strive to provide safe, educational, and fun programs for our 
campers.  And with your help, we are able to continue to do that…” 
 
Thank you from St. Anne’s Human Services 
 “…Shrewsbury Human Services Food Pantry at St. Anne’s 
appreciate your donation to help with the purchase of gift cards and 
school supplies for our Back to School Campaign…” 
 
Thank you from You, Inc. 
 “…Thank you for your thoughtful donation for the Cottage Hill 
Acadamy.  For more that 47 years, our agency has offered vital and 
innovative programs which serve the most at-risk populations in our 
community…” 
 

R 

 
Pastoral Care 
If you are sick or in the hospital, 
please let us know so that we 
can check in on you.  Please 
email the church office 
(office@fccsm.org) or leave a 
message for the pastor(s) at  
(508) 845-7286. 
 

Prayer Requests 
We are happy to hold you or 
someone you know in our 
prayers, please let us know if 
you need our assistance. 
 

Shrewsbury Channel 28 
Local access broadcast of 
Sunday services are on: 

Thursdays at 9:00 AM 
Fridays at 10:30 PM 

Mondays at 9:30 PM 
For those not in town, please 

check Shrewsbury Media 
Connection Video Library and 

search for “FCC” or SPAC 
Facebook page. 

 

Heroes Needed! 
The Care Team outreach 
program called “Carpool 
Heroes” is looking for 
volunteers to help with rides to 
Sunday worship or any church 
activities.  Your commitment 
could only be once every other 
month.  If you would like to 
volunteer … or need a ride to 
church or a church activity … 
please call Janet Fotiadis at 
(508) 873-1346. 
  

 

NEED TO KNOW 

Please Hold in Your Prayers 
Jeff Bishop, Jennifer Bryant, Jay Dev Chandra,  
Joie Hodge, Sr. Anna M. Kane, Linda Mitrano,  

Charles Monroe, Mary Ramachandra, Phyllis Rich,  
 and Gary Sampson. 

  

… also all military personnel, Coast Guard, firefighters, police, EMT’s, first 
responders, doctors and medical personnel and all who protect and care for us.  
 

mailto:office@fccsm.org
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Serve God and Our Neighbor… 
The Care Team Ministry Have you ever wondered how you could touch someone’s life with a simple gesture of 

kindness----something as ordinary as sending a card to let someone know that the Church is thinking of them, a brief 
telephone call to see if someone who is temporarily or permanently homebound has any needs, occasionally making a 
simple meal, or cookies, muffins or breads to stock the shelves of our Care Team freezer, or visiting someone who is alone 
and feeling isolated.  If you can do any of the above once a month, please consider joining the Care Team.  It is an invisible, 
silent ministry that is going on strong behind the scenes at First Congregational Church right here in Shrewsbury. There are 
no meetings.  All our communication is done by email.  YOU will always choose what YOU would like to do. I am constantly 
getting feedback from those who are on the receiving end of the kindness of the Care Team, about how much it means to be 
remembered and thought of at perhaps difficult times in their lives.  If you would like more information on the Care Team 
and what it does, please call me at 508-753-1660, email me at dasrusl@charter.net or stop and chat with me at coffee hour 
some Sunday.  I would love to talk with you about this wonderful ministry.  Thank you.  Sue Russell 
 

Mustard Seed September 5th dinner was a wonderful success!  Thank you to volunteers: Ann Adams, Hugh Adams, 

Kathi Buzzell, The Connors & Del Dotto Family, Susanne Ekberg, Don Robinson, Peggy Robinson, Jean Feldkamp, Paul 
LaBelle, Jane LaPointa, Dennis Pike, Mariah Pike, Kathleen Rochleau, Ellen Jones and Leah Circle. Thank you to the 
Congregation for your time and your financial support in this ministry.  Please know that the diners are most grateful to you 
for providing this enjoyable meal and delicious desserts. 
 

Mustard Seed also has a small food pantry open on Wednesdays that serves many families and individuals in need of 
supplemental foods. They are currently asking for peanut butter and cereal donations as these foods are high in nutrition 
and do not require refrigeration.  Donations can be placed in the marked box by the Mustard Seed’s signup sheet in Gifford 
Hall.   
 

 Please consider volunteering for this wonderful ministry to help feed those in need of a meal. There are opportunities for 
volunteers to Cook, Bake or Serve on the following Wednesdays: 
 • November 7. 2018                 (4) Cooks, (4) Bakers 
• December 5, 2018              (5) Cooks, (4) Bakers, (4) Servers 
• January 2, 2019              (5) Cooks, (4) Bakers, (2) Servers 
 

Mustard Seed’s volunteer signup sheet is located in Gifford Hall. For questions about volunteering for Mustard Seed please 
call Janet Pike (508) 842-0533 or email mrsbear8@msn.com. 
 

Hands for Hope Ministry in our church, made up of me and of you, has so many projects that we don’t know what to 

do!  We are a busy lot!  This past year, we once again made stoles for the confirmands and soon we will begin working on 
next year’s class.  Some of us made stoles for Lynne to take with her to the conference.  She was able to gift some of them to 
several “special” people.  We are planning another sew-a-thon to assemble dresses, shorts and kerchiefs.  Our prayer shawls 

and baby blankets are under way and we are keeping a close eye on our inventory. Our 
sweaters for Tanzania keep pouring in!  The new Izzy Doll projects are a quick and easy 
task and provide much entertainment for their creators as each is unique.  Please 
come and join in our efforts and engage with us in the warm conversations and 
laughter we share at each meeting.  We meet on the fourth Monday of the month, in 
the Parlor from 10 am until 11:30 am starting in September. 
 

Hope for Housing Food Cards is a program of the Central Massachusetts 

Housing Alliance that works to prevent family homelessness.  It does this by helping 
families stay in their homes by helping with back rent and paying past due utility bills.  
It also helps families who need to transition into a different apartment (think fires 
and floods) with first and last month’s rent, and security deposit.  The average 
amount of assistance is $526.  If you shop at any of the participating retailers, you 
can buy a gift card after the service on Sundays.  You get the full value of the gift 
card, but 5% of the purchase price goes to Hope for Housing.   
  
  

 
FLOWER POWER FUNDRAISER! 

The last day to order for our 
annual fundraiser for The Avis 
Kemp Scholarship Committee 
We will be holding is October 7.  
Stop by the piano in Gifford Hall 
to review our catalogue and 
place an order.  Next spring’s 
garden will look great and many 
students will benefit from the 
scholarships we award.  Contact 
is Elaine Shaw at (508) 842-4401. 

 

 

mailto:dasrusl@charter.net
mailto:mrsbear8@msn.com
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FIRST CONGREGATIONAL  CHURCH 

19 Church Road 
Shrewsbury, MA  01545                   
 
(508) 845-7286   
www.fccsm.org 
Join us on Facebook! 
                               

 

 

 

 

 

  
Please join us Sunday Mornings at 

9:30 for Worship & Sunday School! 

Coffee Hour after the service – Don’t 

Miss the warm fellowship of friends 

This Sunday! 

 

Our Mission:  
The purpose of this Church is to come together as Christians to 
Serve God by studying and listening to the Word and living by  
Christ’s teachings.  We are committed to reaching out through prayer, 
caring, sharing and fellowship. 
 

Senior Minister:  Rev. Lynne Dolan 
ldolan@fccsm.org 
 

Minister of Congregational Life:  Rev. Robert Henry Hyde 
rhyde@fccsm.org  
 

Director of Music:  Curtis Smith 
musicdirector@fccsm.org 
 

Christian Education Director:  Leo Biocchi 
cedirector@fccsm.org  
 

Financial Administrator:  Lauren Morse 

finance@fccsm.org  
 

Office Administrator:  Ellen Jones 

office@fccsm.org  
 

Sexton:  Brian Scott 

  

October 2018 
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Thank you to our office volunteers!! 
Sandy Regnier, Ray Harlow 

Stanley Holden, Linda Holden 
Sue Phyfe, Janet Pike 

Louise Russell, Elaine Shaw, 
Mary Pelletier and Doris Woodfin 

 
 

mailto:ldolan@fccsm.org
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