
 CHURCH ON THE GREEN 
 First Congregational Church of Shrewsbury         November 2019 

Wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here. 
  

A Message from the Interim Minister… 
I have nothing to say at the finish except that if one wants a permanent rock 
in life and goes deep enough for it, it is difficult for historical events to shake it. 
There are times when we can never meet the future with sufficient elasticity of 
mind, especially if we are locked in the contemporary systems of thought. We 
can do worse than remember a principle which both gives us a firm Rock and 
leaves us the maximum elasticity for our minds: the principle: ‘Hold to Christ 
and for the rest be totally uncommitted’. – Herbert Butterfield (1900-1979) 

Sir Hebert Butterfield, Regius Professor of History and Vice Chancellor 
of the University of Cambridge, once gave a series of six popular lectures 
on Christianity’s relationship to history in 1948. Butterfield, a devout 
Methodist layman, was invited to give the lectures by the Faculty of 
Divinity, but he was at first reluctant as he was not a theologian. The 
lectures proved wildly popular and were attended by a thousand 
students. Butterfield was asked to give them again over the radio by the 
BBC. These later became a book, Christianity and History, published in 
1949. Butterfield, argues that history teaches us that the world is always 
changing and that, although perhaps tempting, we should refrain from 
attributing historical events to divine intervention. It is tempting to say, 
for example, that we won a war because God is on our side. However, 
for Butterfield, God is the deep anchor in the midst of the storm of a 
changing world. Rather than hold onto various fundamentalisms 
(thought systems that refuse any change), we should feel free to be 
entirely flexible as we adapt to the future. For Butterfield, the Christian 
must “Hold to Christ” but is free to embrace the future with a 
“maximum elasticity of mind.”  

Our world, our country, our neighborhoods, and our churches are 
changing rapidly. The social norms of the 1950s that many churches 
clung to (and many still do) are no longer relevant to younger 
generations. There is a reason that so many young people find church to 
be irrelevant, backward, or out of touch. Change is hard for churches, 
and yet some of the most radical changes in our society had their origins 
in churches, in particular among Congregationalists. These include the 
abolition of slavery, women’s suffrage, and the civil rights movement. 

Our own United Church of Christ and its predecessor denominations were at the forefront of progressive causes. 
Antoinette Brown was ordained in 1853, the first woman to be ordained since New Testament times. The first 
openly gay minister in a Protestant denomination was ordained by the UCC in 1972 in San Francisco. These actions 
required a “maximum elasticity of mind” at the time, but that also reflect Butterfield’s motto: no matter what, hold 
to Christ. So, my message is that we try to embrace the future as flexibly as possible always remembering to hold 
to Christ – who is always holding onto us. 

See you in church, 

Jim 
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Keepers of the House - Update 
 

The Keepers of the House, Restoration Ministry, has been accepted and approved as a new ministry at 
the First Congregational Church of Shrewsbury! 

This group has been working for some time, quietly renovating and updating the Youth Room, the Study Hall and the 
Theater.  The same people who rejuvenated those areas are currently members of the Keepers. 
 

The strongest motivation is to refresh and update our church building in anticipation of the 300th Anniversary 
Celebration, coming in 2023.  Another purpose is to provide support for our Buildings and Grounds Committee.  Our 
group will repair, repurpose, restore, clean, paint, design, and generally perform whatever task needs doing. 
 

Our group is excited about some of the upcoming plans.  If you are interested in helping in any way, please consider 
joining our team.  There are no meetings to attend.  If there is a project to be done and you can come to help, please do 
so.  If not, perhaps you can come the next time. 
 

Additionally, if you see a project that needs doing or a repair that needs to be made, please let one of us know. For further 
information or to join our group, please contact Sherry Robertson at slrobertson47@icloud.com. 
 

The Keepers: 

Sherrie Robertson, Chairperson; Scotty Robertson, Buildings & Grounds liaison; Carol Baker, Secretary; Don Alger, Dile Holton, Bill 
Whitehead, Kathleen Rocheleau, Nancy Burnett, Deb DelDotto, Dave DelDotto, Marie Murphy, Pete Murphy, Paul Dobner, Suzanne 
Moriondo, Janet Pike, Dave McRae, Ann Cairns, Jennifer Shaw, Linda Divris, April Mullens, Tom Porter. 
 

SERRV Sale 

 It's almost that time of year again when the much anticipated SERRV sale begins!  Starting Sunday November 24 
through Sunday December 22, the unique and wonderful hand crafted items from SERRV will be on sale after the 
service in Gifford Hall. Your purchases help alleviate poverty in developing regions of the world and encourage 
economic independence and fair trade, providing hope and making the world a better place. Additional proceeds 
benefit programs determined by the Mission and Outreach Ministry. We hope you will help make this another successful 
year for SERRV and the other ministries it helps support. 
Thank you!  Kathi Buzzell and Sue Russell 

 

Can you identify and connect two cousins from the four pictures above?  Two of them are descended from members of this 
church, whose ancestors date back to the 1600's!  Please see this space next month to discover the answer! 

mailto:slrobertson47@icloud.com
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Meetinghouse Minute 

This is the second in a series of short COG articles about our building.   

Construction of our first Meetinghouse began in 1721 on what was called the 
“rocky plain.”  We know that the structure was largely completed by November 
1722 when a meeting to call a minister was held in the building.  The new 
meetinghouse cost 210 pounds and measured 32 by 40 feet with 18-foot posts.  
Records say that two sawmills were set up to prepare the lumber.  Like other 
churches of the period, the main entrance would have faced the pulpit and been 
on the long-side of the boxy building.  As was common, the meetinghouse had no 
steeple.  

No detailed descriptions or sketches of Shrewsbury’s first meetinghouse have 
been found.  Most “frontier” meetinghouses of this period were plain, rustic 
buildings with little paint, stain or finish carpentry.  The main feature of the 
interior would have been an elevated pulpit crowned by a sounding board, which 
enabled worshippers to better hear the lengthy sermons.  Windows provided the 
needed light including one window behind the pulpit. 

Seating would have been on benches, divided by sex, or in box pews constructed 
by wealthier families. It is probable that there was a gallery (balcony) around 
three sides which provided additional seating.  There was no heat in winter, and in 
summer, ventilation often resulted in the intrusion of dogs, birds and other 
animals. 

Town records say that when our present meetinghouse was built in 1766, the old 
building was “puled down in order to have bords to Enclose the new Meeting 
house.”  So it is likely that our church building includes wood from old-growth 
trees that were felled nearby, sawed on the spot, and used by the settlers to build 
their first meetinghouse.  

Comments or questions about this piece should be directed to Sue Baker 
(Bkr0000@townisp.com)  Sue is part of the Our Story Ministry team. 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

November 1-2 
Youth Group Lock-In 

 

 
 

November 3 
Listening Session with Rev. Jim 

 
 

  
 
 

November 6 
Mustard Seed 

 
 

 
 

November 11 
Caregiver Support 

 

 
 
 

November 17 
New Member Ceremony 

 

 
 

November 24 
Ecumenical Thanksgiving Service 

 

 
 

November 25 
Caregiver Support 

 
 
 

December COG Deadline:  
November 11 

Publication:  November 20 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Being of Service:  If you are looking for volunteers for one of your 

activities or if you have time and energy to donate to First Congregational 
Church, the Communication and Marketing Committee has launched an 
easy-to-use Volunteer Portal. Whether you are looking for a one-time 
project or a longer commitment, you can see all the opportunities available 
at this website. It can be found on the church website’s (fccsm.org) first 
page under “Service Opportunities.” Check it out! If you need help or would 
like more information, contact Leo Biocchi at cedirector@fccsm.org. 
 

http://fccsm.org/
mailto:cedirector@fccsm.org
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Gather as Christians… 
 

Leah Circle is open to all women of the church.  We meet on the second Wednesday of each month unless 

otherwise noted.  Come when you can.  We will continue collecting “Blanche’s Pennies” to support Abbey’s 
Home, Sage Place, Mustard Seed, pans for Care Team meals, kitchen equipment, special church activities and 
other outreach projects.  Please contact Sue Bourget at 508-842-2323 if you have any questions. 
 

Martha Circle  meets on the third Wednesday of each month at 11:30am in the Adkins Room, unless 

otherwise noted.  It is open to all women of the church and is involved in a variety of activities promoting 
fellowship and camaraderie. We bring in educational speakers and are engaged in many goodwill projects and 
fundraising to benefit the church and community.  For information, contact Roberta Jelinch at (508) 845-6421. 
 

*************************************************************** 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Communications and Marketing Update 
The Communication and Marketing Committee has been working on several projects since coming into 
existence at the beginning of 2019. One of our priorities has been to help people in the congregation know 
about the many wonderful things happening in our church. It’s become clear to us that some guidelines would 
be helpful when you want to publicize your events, needs, or news. We are in the process of developing a 
comprehensive manual for communicating within the church and the community, but in the meantime we 
have developed some broad guidelines that will help the office help you get the word out about your 
activities. 
If you would like a copy of the guidelines, contact Kathleen Rocheleau at Kathleen.rocheleau@gmail.com. 
The document is also available on the church website: fccsm.org. 
 
 

Pictures from Christian Education 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you! 
A BIG thank you to the Keepers for supporting Building & Grounds with painting, closet clean-out, and 

general all around help! 

mailto:Kathleen.rocheleau@gmail.com
http://fccsm.org/


5 | P a g e  
 

Study and Learn… 
 

High School Youth Group 
 

Care packages***If you have a college student who would like to receive a Youth Group care package, 
please send the student's name & COMPLETE college address to the 
fccshrewsburyygleaders@gmail.com  Deadline for addresses is Nov. 20, 2019. Thank you*** 
 

November 
November 1-2 – (Fri-Sat) YG LOCK-IN…7:00pm to 7:30am 

 

November 10 – Veteran’s Day Weekend; no YG     
 

November 17  – Youth Group Meeting at 7:00pm 
 

November 24 – Create Care Packages for Youth Alumni in college at 7:00pm  
 
 

SAVE THE DATE: Youth Group Alumni Bowling Night, Friday, Dec. 27, 2019...more details to follow. 
 

 

Christian Education 

 

 
 
 

mailto:fccshrewsburyygleaders@gmail.com
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Pray, Care, Share… 
 

Thank You from Stewardship 
As of October 17, we are blessed to have received 

 pledges of $137,344 so far!  Thank you!! 
 

Mr. & Mrs. Donald Alger  Ms. Blair LaBelle 
Mrs. Carol Baker  Ms. Jean Feldkamp 
Mr. & Mrs. Fritz Bauer  Mr. & Mrs. Marty Leroux 
Mr. & Mrs. Roy Benson, Jr.  Mr. & Mrs. Paul Lindsay 
Dr. Dana DelDotto & John Paul Bordage  Mr. Alexander Macdonald 
Mr. & Mrs. John Bowles  Mr. & Mrs. David Maidrand 
Mr. Brian Burhoe  Rev. Cynthia Maybeck 
Mrs. Connie Burr  Mr. & Mrs. John McGrail 
Mr. & Mrs. James Buss  Mr. & Mrs. David McRae 
Ms. Kathi Buzzell  Mrs. Shirley Midgley 
Mrs. Elizabeth Cheney  Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Nemsick 
Mr. & Mrs. H. Alan Daniels  Mr. & Mrs. Ralph Perkins, Jr. 
Ms. Jessica Deglialberti  Ms. Sandra Regnier 
Ms. Darcy Del Dotto  Mr. & Mrs. David Richardson 
Mr. Darren Del Dotto, Esq.  Mr. & Mrs. David Rocheleau 
Mr. P. Dobner & Dr. A. Pereira  Mr. & Mrs. David Russell 
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Durkin  Ms. Linda Russell 
Shawn Durkin  Mr. & Mrs. Roy Russell 
Dr. S. Erban & Dr. C. Phillips  Mr. & Mrs. Arthur Ryall 
Mr. & Mrs. Chris Evasius  Ms. Linda Ryan 
Mr. & Mrs. Henry Fitzgerald  Mr. & Mrs. John Salsgiver, Jr. 
Ms. Beverly Fletcher  Dr. N. & Dr. J. Samant 
Mr. Kevin Gabbett & Ms. Albanese-Gabbett  Mrs. Janice Smith 
Mr. & Ms. William Garcia  Mr. & Mrs. Nick Smith 
Mr. & Mrs. Edwin Giles, Jr.  Mrs. Gail St. Pierre 
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Gray  Dr. & Mrs. Harold Stuart 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Haller  Ms. Gloria Symonds 
Mr. & Mrs. Raymond Harlow  Mr. & Mrs. Dean Tipple 
Ms. Marion Harnois  Mrs. Lyn Tozeski 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Hepp  Mr. & Mrs. Anthony Trippi 
Dr. Mei-sheng Tai-Hsu  Mr. & Mrs. Bruce Wagner 
Rev. Lawrence Iannetti  Ms. Mary Jane Wignot 
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Jelinch  Mr. C. Williams & Dr. M. Kern 
Mrs. Alice Jones  Mrs. Ivon Woolner 
Mr. & Mrs. James Kane  Mr. & Mrs. Ronald Yablonski 
Mr. John Knipe   

 

FCC Caregiver Support Group Schedule  
In November, we will continue to meet 2x per month on the 2nd and 4th Mondays of each 
month.  On the 2nd Monday, we will be having informational meetings facilitated by 
Beth Anne Doan and guest speakers.  On the 4th Monday, we will hold informal 
caregiver support meetings. In December, Beth Anne will lead a service of Loving Care.  
 FCCS Caregiver Support Schedule Fall 2019: 
 November 11:  Dr. Harvey Clermont/ Beth Anne Doan 

Topic: Communication Skills for Caregivers                 
                Video: Teepa Snow 
 November 25:   Caregiver Support Group 

TBD 
 Sunday, December 15:  A Holiday Service of Loving Care.  

For caregivers, allies and those who support them. 6:00pm  

R 

 
Pastoral Care 

If you are sick or in the hospital, 
please let us know so that we can 
check in on you.  Please email the 
church office (office@fccsm.org) 
or leave a message for the pastor 
at (508) 845-7286. 
 

Prayer Requests 
We are happy to hold you or 
someone you know in our 
prayers, please let us know if you 
need our assistance. 
 

Shrewsbury Channel 28 
Local access broadcast of Sunday 
services are on: 

Thursdays at 9:00 AM 
Fridays at 10:30 PM 
Mondays at 9:30 PM 

For those not in town, please 
check Shrewsbury Media 
Connection Video Library and 
search for “FCC” or SPAC 
Facebook page. 
 

Heroes Needed! 
The Care Team outreach program 
called “Carpool Heroes” is 
looking for volunteers to help 
with rides to Sunday worship or 
any church activities.  Your 
commitment could only be once 
every other month.  If you would 
like to volunteer … or need a ride 
to church or a church activity … 
please call Janet Fotiadis at (508) 
873-1346. 
  

Facebook 

https://www.facebook.com/FCCShrewsbury  

 

NEED TO KNOW 

mailto:office@fccsm.org
https://www.facebook.com/FCCShrewsbury
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Serve God and Our Neighbor… 
 

Mustard Seed You can help make a difference in the lives of those in our community with a few hours of your time.  Our 

Church has partnered with Mustard Seed to provide, make, and serve a meatloaf meal on the first Wednesday of the following 
months: January, March, April, May, September, November, and December. This meal helps to provide 225 dinners for families and 
individuals who come from local shelters or are living on the streets. This is a wonderful way to work in fellowship to help those who 
have fallen on hard times. 
Volunteers can help by: 
 * Being part of a team of 5-6 Cooks who work in our church’s kitchen from 2:30 pm to 5pm preparing the Meat Loaf ~ Baked Beans 
~ Mashed Potatoes ~ Green Beans Casserole ~ dinner.  
 

* Being one of the six Bakers each making 3 dozen cookies at home and delivering them to the church’s kitchen before 4:30 pm on  
the day of the scheduled meal. You can also bring your cookies the night before from 6pm – 8:30pm. Please label your yummy 
cookies “For Mustard Seed”.  
 

*Being part of a team of 4 Servers who at 4:45 pm pick up the hot meatloaf dinner from our Church’s kitchen and transport it to 
Mustard Seed at 93 Piedmont Street, Worcester and serve the diners. (Completion time is about 7pm).  
 

Volunteer Openings: 
November 6. 2019           (4) Cooks, (2) Bakers  
December 4, 2019 (4) Cooks, (2) Bakers, (3) Servers  
January 1, 2020  (5) Cooks, (4) Bakers, (4) Servers 
 You can sign-up either online to volunteer at https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0B4FAFAF2C7-mustard or on the Mustard 
Seed's sign-up sheet located in Gifford Hall. For more information, please contact Janet Pike at 508-842-0533 or Email 
mrsbear8@msn.com. 
 

Mustard Seed also has a small food pantry open on Wednesdays that serves many local families and homeless individuals 

in need of supplemental food. Donations of non-perishable food items can be placed in the marked box by the Mustard Seed’s 
signup sheet in Gifford Hall.  Please consider volunteering or donating. 
 

The Care Team Ministry  On behalf of the Care Teams,  I  would like to reiterate to the congregation that the purpose of 

this ministry is to provide care, support, thoughts and deeds of kindness, and many other forms of encouragement such as cards, 
calls, meals, transportation to Church on Sunday or to any other Church related function,  and possibly to a doctor’s appointment if 
needed.  We are ready to help, but don’t always know when help is needed. I hope that you will feel comfortable contacting me  
directly (by email at dasrusl@charter.net or phone at 508-753-1660) or calling the Church at 508-845-7286 and Ellen will relay your 
information. If you feel more comfortable, please have a friend call.  Our Care Teams are made up of many people who do various 
forms of “caring”.  If you need anything, please do not hesitate to contact me or the church. Thank you.  Sue Russell 
 

Hands for Hope Have you begun your Fall cleaning 

yet?  Do you find that your home has some extra sewing 
supplies that you’d like to donate to the orphans in 
Tanzania?  Why?  They are learning to sew and are 
beginning to make their own clothing and uniforms for 
school! Our team will be putting together some sewing kits 
that will be sent along with our next shipment of dresses 
and sweaters.  Each kit is contained in a small zippered 
cosmetic bag and consists of the following: 

 Small pair of scissors  Straight pins 

Tool for corners    Seam ripper 

Magnetic pin box    Tape Measure 

Large darning needle 

If you find that you have any of these items that you are 
willing to part with, or, if you’d like to contribute any of 
these items to help with this mission, we would be truly 
grateful! You will find a bin on the stage that is labeled 
“Sewing Kits for Tanzania. Please join us any fourth 
Monday of the month, from 10 am until 11:30 am in the Parlor. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0B4FAFAF2C7-mustard
mailto:mrsbear8@msn.com
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FIRST CONGREGATIONAL  CHURCH 

19 Church Road 
Shrewsbury, MA  01545                   
 
(508) 845-7286   
www.fccsm.org 
 
Join us on Facebook! 
www.facebook.com/FCCShrewsbury 
                               

 

 

 

 

  
Please join us Sunday mornings at 

9:30 for Worship & Sunday School! 

Coffee Hour after the service – Don’t 

miss the warm fellowship of friends 

this Sunday! 

 

Our Mission:  
The purpose of this Church is to come together as Christians to 
Serve God by studying and listening to the Word and living by  
Christ’s teachings.  We are committed to reaching out through prayer, 
caring, sharing and fellowship. 
 

Senior Minister:  Rev. Lynne Dolan 
ldolan@fccsm.org 
 

Interim Minister:  Rev. Dr. James Matarazzo 
jim@fccsm.org 
 

Director of Music:  Curtis Smith 
musicdirector@fccsm.org 
 

Christian Education Director:  Leo Biocchi 
cedirector@fccsm.org  
 

Financial Administrator:  Lauren Morse 

finance@fccsm.org  
 

Office Administrator:  Ellen Jones 

office@fccsm.org  
 

Sexton:  Brian Scott 

  

November 2019 

Thank you to our office volunteers!! 
Sandy Regnier, Ray Harlow 

Stanley Holden, Linda Holden 
Sue Phyfe, Janet Pike 

Louise Russell, Elaine Shaw, 
Mary Pelletier and Doris Woodfin 
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