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JOIN US! The First Congregational Church of Shrewsbury brings something meaningful 
to our lives. It is why we come back again and again. This community has strengths that 
feed our hearts, minds and souls. Now is a time of opportunity to share your strengths 
with the community that you love. A balance of give and take builds a healthy 
community. There are boards, committees and ministries that need new members to 
continue this good work. If you are curious to know more, feel a resonance with any of 
the ministries/committees, or want to become a Deacon, the nominating committee 
would love to hear from you. Please email Jean Feldkamp (jeanfeldkamp@hotmail.com) 
for general information, or email the chairperson below if you have questions about a 
specific committee.

BOARDS~COMMITTEES~MINISTRIES

Arts on the Green Ministry
Ann Cairns, chair, cairns@townisp.com
FCCSM Membership Not Required
Current Nomination Openings: TBD

Arts on the Green provides cultural events in the central Massachusetts 
community. The Committee works with the Music Director to host performing 
artists for concerts. Our mission is to serve the community with diverse cultural 
offerings.

Auditors
Jean Feldkamp, acting chair, jeanfeldkamp@hotmail.com
FCCSM Membership Required
Openings by nomination are available. 

The Auditors shall examine and audit the books and accounts of the Treasurer and 
Assistant Treasurer, and report at the annual meeting.

Budget and Finance (Board of)
Frank Jelinch, chair, jelinchlaw1@gmail.com
FCCSM Membership Required
Current Nomination Openings: TBD

The Board of Budget and Finance is a fiduciary board which executes all 
financial policies approved by the Council as follows: Holds hearings and 
supervises the preparation of an annual budget; meets monthly to approve the 
financial reports of the Treasurer; plans for adequate liquidity of funds for 
proposed expenditures; helps the Council select the financial advisor for the 
endowment and antenna funds of the church; helps the Council develop an 

mailto:jeanfeldkamp@hotmail.com
mailto:jelinchlaw1@gmail.com


investment policy; consults with the investment advisor and monitors its 
compliance with the church investment policy; and monitors all expenditures 
within the congregation-approved annual budget.  We are composed of six 
members, two to be elected annually for a term of three years. We need 
members with established financial skills and/leadership skills. 

Buildings and Grounds (Board of)
John Ambra, co-chair, jambra@morganti.com
Chris Williams, co-chair, cwilliams@townisp.com
FCCSM Membership Required
Openings by nomination are available. 

The Board of Buildings and Grounds oversees and cares for our Church 
property, which includes our Church building, the parsonage, and our 
landscaping. To this end, Buildings and Grounds coordinates repairs, contracts 
for snow removal, and all things maintenance. We are searching for more 
members to care for our Church. The Board of Buildings and Grounds is 
composed of six members, two to be elected each year. If you love to tinker and 
tackle hands-on work that will benefit everyone in the community, Buildings and 
Grounds might be just the thing for you.
 

Care Teams
Sue Russell chair, dasrusl@charter.net
FCCSM Membership Not Required
Membership open to all

The Care Teams are a beloved ministry in our Church and continue to provide 
support and encouragement to members of the congregation who are temporarily 
or permanently separated from the life of the Church. The Care Teams are there 
to provide cards of sympathy, support, get well wishes and “thinking of you” 
sentiments.  The Care Teams are also ready to provide calls or visits if someone 
is lonely or in need of some company. Members of the Care Teams make soups, 
casseroles, quick breads, and cookies to replenish the Care Team’s freezer in 
case there is a need for meals to be provided.  We also, occasionally, provide 
transportation to doctor’s appointments or to Sunday morning services. The Care 
Teams are activated after receiving notifications from members, the Pastor, or 
the Church Office.
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Christian Education Committee
Alana Dros, co-chair, drosfamily2004@gmail.com
Ken Ward, co-chair, kenandjoan@townisp.com
FCCSM Membership Not Required
Current Nomination Openings: TBD

Christian Education is working to grow and enhance our programs for children 
and youth. To this end, we are reviewing the structure and curriculum of our 
church school programs, continuing to explore ways in which to include children 
and youth in the life of the Church outside the classroom, engaging families in 
these activities, and investigating alternative sources of funding to support our 
growing Christian Education program. We hope to create a robust program which 
aligns and supports the mission of our Church in order to teach our children not 
only about the Christian faith, but about being active members of, and 
participants in, our Church community, our wider local community, and the world.
Christian Education also helps with the day-to-day operations of the children’s 
programming, helps plan special events for our children, recruits teachers when 
needed, works closely with the Director of Christian Education to shape our 
ministry. All are welcome!

Church Council
Jean Feldkamp, Moderator/Chair, jeanfeldkamp@hotmail.com
FCCSM Membership Required
Current Nomination Openings: None

Officers are the Church Moderator, Vice-moderator, Treasurer, Assistant 
Treasurer, Clerk, Counter, Head Usher, Librarian, and Auditor. The Nominating 
team nominates new people to serve the Church’s Officer positions when 
openings occur. 
 

Communication and Marketing Committee
Amanda Durkin, co-chair, durkin.amanda@gmail.com
Kathleen Rocheleau, co-chair, kathleen.rocheleau@gmail.com
FCCSM Membership Required
Current Nomination Openings: TBD
 
This committee is responsible for developing a coordinated, structured, and 
consistent plan for helping church members communicate our mission, vision, 
and values within our church and with the outside world. Among other things, 
we’re writing articles for church publications and press releases for local 
newspapers, regularly adding content to the church’s website and Facebook 
page, increasing visibility on social media, working with various committees to 
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help spread the word about their activities, developing and expanding consistent 
messaging and branding across all communication channels. The members of 
our ministry come from many different backgrounds and have very 
complementary skills and talents. If you have communication skills such as 
graphic arts, writing, social media or technology and would like to help shape 
how our church is perceived, we’d like to talk to you.
 

Counters
Don Robinson, chair, derobinson47@gmail.com
FCCSM Membership Required
Current Nomination Openings: TBD

This team counts the weekly offering and completes the deposit slips for the 
Treasurer. If you can stay after the Church service and help, let us know.

Deacons (Board of)
Deb Del Dotto, chair, d.deldotto@verizon.net
FCCSM Membership Required
Openings by nomination are available. 

Deacons promote the spiritual and moral interests of the Church. Deacons are 
responsible for supporting the spiritual life of our community by approving the use 
of the sanctuary and chapel, and assisting the Pastor during worship including 
the Sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation and Communion. When discerning who 
might serve as a Deacon, we look for Church members who are respectful of our 
Church, willing to strive to walk in the way of Jesus, and have the maturity to 
represent the fellowship of the Church. One must be a formal member of the 
congregation to serve as a Deacon. We meet on the first Tuesday of every 
month. Deacons are nominated to serve a three year term, shall be duly 
ordained, and receive the status of Honorary Deacon in the Church after serving 
one full term. 

Earth Stewardship Ministry
Paul Dobner chair, pdobner@gmail.com
FCCSM Membership Not Required
Membership open to all

As we are all caretakers of God’s earth, the mission of the Earth Stewardship 
Ministry is to promote awareness of environmental issues. We participate in efforts 
to address these issues and provide educational opportunities that advance 
understanding of sound environmental practices.  These efforts have included 
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several large tree planting events, seminars and films on environmental issues, a 
church recycling program, energy efficiency upgrades to the church, and a myriad 
of other related activities.  This work has resulted in our recognition as a level 2 
Green Congregation by the MACUUC.

Golf League
Don Alger, chair, donwalger@gmail.com
FCCSM Membership Not Required
Membership open to all
 
Weather permitting, the FCC Golf League plays 9 holes at one of seven different 
local courses on Saturday mornings from May until late fall. We are very informal 
- we start at 8am and are done by 10:30, at a cost of around $20. Men and 
women of all ages and levels of expertise are welcome. You don't need to play 
every week; join us when you can. We let you know during the week which 
course we will be going to on Saturday and you just have to email your 
reservation to Don by noon on Friday for the next day. It's fun, a good way to get 
some exercise and fresh air, and meet new people. 

Hands for Hope
Nancy Burnett, co-chair, pnea@townisp.com 
Carol Baker, co-chair, cbaker6120@gmail.com
FCCSM Membership Not Required
Membership open to all

The Hands for Hope Ministry meets on the fourth Monday of each month in the 
Parlor from 10:00 a.m. and 11:30 a.m. The group is open to all. We sew, knit, 
crochet and create prayer shawls, lap robes, and baby blankets for our 
congregation and others in our community.  Some members make tiny hats for 
premature babies which are donated to local hospitals.  We also make dresses, 
sweaters, shorts, kerchiefs, hats, Izzy dolls and hygiene kits which are sent to the 
over 200,000 orphans in Tanzania. Our group has participated in the Welcome 
Blanket Project for two seasons. We make hats and mittens for the FCC mitten 
tree each Christmas. Recently, we have begun making “fidget” lap robes for 
dementia patients. Our group has made stoles for our Pastor’s use with the youth 
and the conference. We participate at the Church Fair and occasionally we have 
a Sew-A Thon for all sewers, ironers and assemblers who would like to join us. 
We are happy to provide patterns, fabric, yarn and help to anyone who wishes to 
create at home.  Come join us!
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Keepers Ministry
Sherrie Robertson, chair, slrobertson47@icloud.com
FCCSM Membership Not Required
Membership open to all

“Keepers of the House,” a group of volunteers who, since early 2019, have been 
cleaning, sorting, painting, consolidating, hauling, designing, sewing, decorating, 
scraping, sanding and repairing various items throughout the building. This 
hardworking group is a subset of the Building and Grounds committee doing 
various housekeeping tasks to enable the B&G people to concentrate on the big 
picture projects. As you can probably imagine, the Keepers could use more 
hands and help! Please join the group and lend your energy, enthusiasm, 
muscles, and ideas. There are no fixed meetings to attend and the tasks are 
varied. Communication occurs via email and when a date is chosen to do a 
project, whoever can come, shows up.

Leah Circle
Ann Cairns, co-chair, cairns@townisp.com
Sue Bourget, co-chair, rsbourget@townisp.com
FCCSM Membership Not Required
Membership open to all

The Leah Circle is open to all women of the church. Come when you can. 
Meetings are held on the second Wednesday of the month at 7:00 PM in the 
Church Parlor, unless noted otherwise. We collect “Blanche’s Pennies” to 
support Abbey’s House, Sage Place, Mustard Seed, kitchen equipment, special 
Church activities and other outreach projects. Join us for evenings of fellowship 
and fun.

Martha Circle
Roberta Jelinch, chair, jelinchlaw2@gmail.com
FCCSM Membership Not Required
Membership open to all

Each year, Martha Circle sponsors many church and community projects. The 
group usually meets on the third Wednesday of every month at 11:30am. Our 
meetings usually include luncheon - sometimes a bring-your-own-sandwich-and-
beverage luncheon, sometimes a festive pot-luck, or sometimes we go to a 
nearby restaurant. The Martha Circle extends a warm welcome to all women in 
our church family. Join us for fellowship and service!



Mass Conference Delegates and Central Association Delegates
Transitioning to Southern New England Conference during 2019-2020
Contact: Jim Matarazzo, jim@fccsm.org
FCCSM Membership Required
Openings by nomination are available. 

The delegates represent our Church at the Massachusetts Conference and the 
Central Association.

Mission and Outreach Ministry
Contact: Kathi Buzzell chair, kabuzell11@gmail.com
FCCSM Membership Not Required
Membership open to all

The Mission and Outreach Ministry creates volunteer opportunities for the 
congregation and supports direct-serve organizations locally and globally. The 
team makes specific recommendations for contributions from the Church’s 
annual budget for outreach organizations and oversees the distribution of those 
contributions. This ministry oversees opportunities for direct involvement through 
Mustard Seed, hosting for IHN, Community Harvest, the Giving Tree, toiletries 
collection for St. Anne’s Human Services, and Hope for Housing. All are 
welcome!

Music Ministry
Linda Ryan, chair, LindaRyan@townisp.com
FCCSM Membership Not Required
Membership open to all

The Music ministry has two main goals: provide music at services and other 
events, and to engage members of the congregation in the music program to 
“make a joyful noise.” To this end, the ministry works with the Music Director, and 
serves as a conduit between the congregation and the Music Director.  The 
music committee considers feedback from the congregation regarding the music 
program and works to grow the types of music and the number of people 
involved in our various music groups (senior choir, bell groups, youth singers, 
training choir, and chimers).  In addition, the music committee helps to plan and 
promote, in conjunction with the Music Director, special music-centered 
happenings, including some that are targeted to include members of the 
community. All are welcome to help us make music!
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Nominating Committee
Jean Feldkamp, acting chair, jeanfeldkamp@hotmail.com
FCCSM Membership Required
Openings by nomination are available. 

The Nominating Committee is tasked with finding people from our congregation 
to carry out important Church volunteer work, and putting them forward for a 
formal vote at the Annual Meeting. We look for people to serve on specific 
committees and ministries and we nominate Church officers. We nominate 
Church representatives to the wider UCC (Massachusetts Conference, which is 
transitioning to the Southern New England Conference in 2019). To discern who 
might fit open positions, we discuss potential nominees, reach out to committee 
chairs and members as well as other lay leaders for advice and ideas, and make 
appeals via the Church communication channels. This is fun work that involves 
getting to know a lot of people in the congregation, what they love about our 
Church, what their strengths and passions are, and how they can use their 
strengths to make our community more vibrant.

We’re looking for someone who can reach out and engage others in discerning 
their gifts and how they might serve the church. If you feel called to do this work, 
please let us know.

Our Story Ministry
Carol Baker, co-chair, cbaker6120@gmail.com
Elaine Shaw, co-chair, eshaw@townisp.com
FCCSM Membership Not Required
Membership open to all

The Our Story Team, aka “The Historians,” are a group of people who have 
gathered together to discover the history of our church.  We are having fun 
digging through old documents, pictures and stories and are truly getting a 
picture of the life of our church over the last, almost 300 years!  Treasures have 
been discovered and we are deciding how to display them. Posted on our bulletin 
board in the hallway outside the kitchen, are various pieces of information that 
we think our congregation would like to know about.  The display cabinet outside 
the chapel contains a rotating collection of artifacts that have belonged to our 
church through the years.  We have connected “cousins “in our congregation 
whose ancestry dates back to the very early years in our church, and have 
compiled their family trees.

We do not have formal meetings.  We have scheduled gatherings during which 
we sort, study, discuss, catalog, document, transcribe, organize, laugh, 
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speculate, and generally oversee the incredible historic records belonging to our 
church.  Our immediate goal is to organize all of these records. Our long term 
goal is to make many documents and data available through our church website.
If you love history and like hearing, discovering and telling stories about our 
congregation, our church, or its past members, please join us! 

Personnel Committee
Christine Manos, co-chair, manosclark@verizon.net
Helen Porter, co-chair, hvporter@townisp.com
FCCSM Membership Required
Openings by nomination are available. 

The Personnel Committee helps the First Congregational Church be a great 
place to work by supporting our leaders in hiring, supervising, and evaluating 
employees, as well as managing employee benefits. If you are well organized, 
good with detail, have some human resources experience, and are interested in 
helping to shape a good working life for our staff, join us and help oversee the 
yearly employee evaluation process, onboard new employees, and more. All 
Personnel Committee meetings are closed and confidential.

Social Circles Ministry
Sandi Leroux, co-chair, sanditl@icloud.com
Kathleen Rocheleau, co-chair, kathleen.rocheleau@gmail.com
FCCSM Membership Not Required
Current Nomination Openings: TBD

Social Circles plans fellowship activities for our congregation - families, kids, and 
adults, with or without partners. Our goal is to make connections and help people 
meet other members of the congregation that they might not otherwise meet. We 
welcome suggestions for fun activities and will work to make them happen.

Stewardship Committee
Jean Feldkamp, acting chair, jeanfeldkamp@hotmail.com
FCCSM Membership Required
Openings by nomination are available. 

Stewardship plans and carries out the annual appeal for people to pledge their 
financial support of the Church’s mission. Members emphasize the joy that 
comes from giving.
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Ushers
Dile Holton chair, odholton@gmail.com
FCCSM Membership Required
Membership open to all

Ushers are instrumental in setting the tone of our worship services and making 
everyone feel welcome as they enter the Sanctuary. Ushers assist the Board of 
Deacons on most Sundays. If you enjoy being a welcoming presence, greeting 
members and visitors on Sundays, making sure everyone can find a seat, and 
participating in the offertory during the service, being an usher is the perfect 
volunteer opportunity for you. 

Welcoming Ministry
Suzanne Moriondo, chair, moriondo@townisp.com
FCCSM Membership Not Required
Membership open to all

This group welcomes visitors and tries to make them feel like instant members of 
our church community. They greet visitors during coffee hour and provide them 
with information on the various ministries and activities that take place. 
"Welcoming" offers tours of the Church and hosts information sessions over 
brunch to provide other opportunities for people to meet others and learn about our 
congregation. Introducing visitors to current members is an important part of 
making connections. If you like to meet new people and foster a friendly and 
welcoming atmosphere at church, the Welcoming Group wants you!

Youth Ministry
April Mullins, themullins@msn.com
Heidi Ebers, heidiebers@yahoo.com
Vicky Batchelder, batchelder@townisp.com
FCCSM Membership Not Required
Openings by nomination are available. 
 
Youth Ministry works with the youth (high schoolers and young adults) of our 
Church to encourage fellowship, develop mission opportunities within and 
beyond the Church, involve youth in the life of the Church, organize fun activities 
and encourage spirituality. If you like participating in activities with our youth, 
please contact us.
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Visit us on the web at www.fccsm.org for information about all of 
our programs and opportunities to deepen your relationship with God

and Jesus Christ, make friends, and do justice in the world.

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
19 Church Road

Shrewsbury, MA 01545
508-845-7286 or office@fccsm.org

www.fccsm.org

Join us on Facebook!
www.facebook.com/FCCShrewsbury
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