
 CHURCH ON THE GREEN 
 First Congregational Church of Shrewsbury         March 2020 

Wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here. 
  

A Message from the Senior Minister… 
     Perhaps you heard.  At the annual meeting of the church in January we 
moved to initiate a process to explore becoming an Open and Affirming 
congregation.  You may have questions about what this means.  Perhaps you 
thought we were already open and affirming.  The church went through a 
discernment process about 15 years ago.  At that time the church voted to 
celebrate same sex weddings. The church however did not adopt a covenant to 
be open and affirming.  
     The open and affirming movement began in 1985 when the General Synod of 
the UCC urged congregations to engage in a process of discernment to become 
open and affirming to gay, lesbian and bisexual members. Since then the 
movement to welcome all people has transformed to encompass more than 
one’s sexual orientation.  Many covenants include being open and affirming of 
all people regardless of race, gender, physical or cognitive abilities, language, 
socioeconomic status, family configuration or country of origin.  Today more 
than 1500 congregations and organizations supported by the UCC have 
declared themselves to be open and affirming.  These are some characteristics 
of an open and affirming congregation:  

 a safe space for open and honest conversation about human sexuality and 
gender identity. 

 encourages LGBTQ members to serve in lay and ordained leadership. 

 celebrates same-sex weddings. 

 celebrates the anniversaries of LGBTQ married and partnered couples and 
offers rites to honor gender transitions. 

 advocates for LGBTQ civil rights, and defends their LGBTQ neighbors 
when their dignity or safety are threatened. 

 is willing to host meetings of support groups like PFLAG (Parents and 
Friends of Lesbians and Gays). 

 advertises that it is a safe space for LGBTQ and questioning youth. 

 participates as a group in the local LGBTQ Pride Parade. 

 celebrates ONA Sunday once a year and annually renews its ONA 
covenant. 

     We invite you to participate in this season of discernment.  During Lent 
please join us in our Wednesday evening discovery series. The theme is 
“ Behold I set before The an Open Door…” We’ll meet on March 4, 18, 25 and 
April 1 from 7:00 to 8:30 in the Youth Room to explore what it means to be 

more welcoming. A light soup supper will be served at 6:30. In addition we will welcome guest preachers to lift up the theme 
of inclusion and offer a talk back session after church in the chapel.  Our first session will be held on March 22 with Rev. Larry 
Ianetti.  A task force has been formed to direct the process and to develop a draft statement that will be presented to the 
church for a vote at a meeting to be announced later in the Spring. 

     We encourage you to participate in as many aspects of the process as possible.  Our intention is to offer a safe space for 
dialogue, questions, storytelling and prayer.  If you would like to talk one on one to one of our ministers, please let  
Rev. Lynne Dolan or Rev. Jim Matarazzo know.  We are anxious to hear from you. 
 

In Christ’s love, 

Lynne 
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Church Road Coffeehouse 
 

“If I had my life to live over again, I would have made a rule to read some poetry and listen to some music at least 
once every week.”― Charles Darwin 

On Saturday evening, February 8th, the Social Circles committee helped close to 100 people follow Darwin’s 
suggestion when they transformed Gifford Hall into a Valentine’s Day-themed coffeehouse. The evening 
began with Paul Dobner and David Rocheleau on guitars playing a medley of songs from the 60s onward, with 
Tom Porter helping with vocals.  

After an intermission that included lots of delicious pastries and desserts, the second half began with a 
recitation of 2 poems by our music director, Curtis Smith. He was followed by Paul and David’s 8 beginner 
guitar students, accompanied by Ann Cairns and Dennis Pike on vocals.  

The evening finished with David and his sister, Mud (of popular folk duo, Chuck and Mud), playing and singing 
some of her original music as well as more well-known songs. The enthusiastic audience showed their 
approval of the entire evening with a standing ovation at the end! 

A year ago, Tom suggested cleaning up the stage to make it usable. That suggestion energized people and 
over the past year, many volunteers have had a hand in the transformation. The Keepers, led by Sherry 
Robertson and Carol Baker began the process by clearing the stage of years of accumulated “stuff.” Things 
were re-homed or thrown away. They recruited other volunteers and the curtains were rehung and repaired; 
the stage floor was repaired and refinished; the rear and side walls were painted and a new curtain for the rear 
wall will be coming soon. 

The coffeehouse was the inaugural event celebrating this beautiful transformation. Because of the 
enthusiasm of the evening’s crowd, more events like this one will be planned in the future. Stay tuned!  
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Meetinghouse Minute 

 

     Our ongoing search for objects used in Shrewsbury’s first meetinghouse 
leads us to an ancient handwritten record book.  With entries from 1723 to 
1824, this manuscript includes membership records, proceedings of 
meetings, reports, copies of letters, and commentary. In the hand of 
Pastor Job Cushing, the first portion of the book records information 
about the founding of the church, lists of original members, and the 
lengthy church covenant.  Then in the next fifty plus pages, it details a 
long-running controversy within our fledgling church.   
     The controversy began in 1731 when Simon Goddard (formerly of 
Framingham) expressed interest in joining the church but first had some 
questions.  Goddard wanted to know if the Shrewsbury church abided by 
the “church discipline” (governance) detailed in The Cambridge Platform of 
1648.  This was a way of asking if the church was governed solely by the 
pastor or if there were also lay leaders (called “Ruling Elders”) as The 
Platform recommended.  There were no Ruling Elders in Shrewsbury, and 
dealing with this lay leadership issue went on for 20 years. 

     After the death of Pastor Cushing, the church engaged in a two-year 
search that resulted in the call of Joseph Sumner in 1762.  The manuscript 
specifies the terms of the Sumner’s call and notes that he has agreed to 
abide by The Platform.  The first item of the call says “The pastor is not to 
proceed in any act of discipline without the vote of the church….”  This 
acquiescence to the growing role of the laity reflects a common trend in 
early Congregational churches. 

     The manuscript is very difficult for modern eyes to read. Conveniently, 
much of it appears printed in Andrew H. Ward’s History of the Town of 
Shrewsbury, Massachusetts.  Written in 1847, this book is available in a free 
electronic version at  

https://archive.org/details/historyoftownofs01ward/page/n10/mode/2up 

Comments or questions about this piece should be directed to Sue Baker. 

Sue Baker (Bkr0000@townisp.com).  Sue is part of the Our Story Ministry 
team. 

 
 

Join the Movement to Retire Medical Debt 
 

The Southern New England Conference, the coming together of the 
Massachusetts, Connecticut and Rhode Island conferences launched in 

January.  As a way to honor this new beginning we are invited to 
participate in a new mission project.  The conference is partnering with RIP 
Medical Debt, a nonprofit group that abolishes the medical debt of those 
living at or below the poverty level.  We will take a collection on April 5 to 
support this endeavor.  If you wish to make a personal donation you may 

do so online (SNEUCC.org) or mail gifts to SNEUCC Framingham Office, 1 
Badger Road, Framingham, MA  01702.  Please note Retiring Medical Debt 

Initiative. The deadline for contributions is Friday, April 17.  

 

 

 

March 2 
Bible Study Begins 

 

 
 
 

March 4 
Lenten Series Begins 

 
 
 

 
 

March 14 
Curtis & Rachel’s Wedding 

 

 

 
 

March 21 
Boy Scout Pasta Supper 

 

 

 
 

March 22 
Labyrinth Available 

 

 
 

April 4 
Easter Story Time 

 

 
 

April COG Deadline:  
Monday, March 9 

Publication:  March 18 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

https://archive.org/details/historyoftownofs01ward/page/n10/mode/2up
mailto:Bkr0000@townisp.com
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Gather as Christians… 
 

Leah Circle is open to all women of the church.  We meet on the second Wednesday of each month at 

7:00pm in the Parlor unless otherwise noted.  Come when you can.  We continue collecting “Blanche’s 
Pennies” to support Abbey’s House, Sage Place, Mustard Seed, as well as other needs and activities of the 
church. Join us this year for evenings of fellowship and fun. As we look forward to Spring, Sue Bourget and 
Beth Cullen will surprise us with new ideas! 
 

Martha Circle  meets on the third Wednesday of each month at 11:30am in the Adkins Room, unless 

otherwise noted.  It is open to all women of the church and is involved in a variety of activities promoting 
fellowship and camaraderie. We bring in educational speakers and are engaged in many goodwill projects and 
fundraising to benefit the church and community.  For information, contact Roberta Jelinch at (508) 845-6421. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Deacons Deliberations 
The deacons are pleased to present this year’s Lenten season  

 

Sunday, March 1: Worship and Communion at 9:30am 
Sunday, March 8: Worship at 9:30am guest preacher, Rev. Cindy Maybeck  
Saturday, March 14: Curtis & Rachel’s Wedding, 10:00am ,Sanctuary (all invited) 
Sunday, March 15: Worship at 9:30am (Girl Scout Sunday) 
Sunday, March 22: Worship at 9:30am, Rev. Larry Iannetti  
Sunday, March 22 to Friday, April 10: labyrinth available in the chapel 
Sunday, March 29: Worship, Family Service at 9:30am 
Saturday, April 4: Easter Story Time at 2:00pm in the Sanctuary 
Sunday, April 5: Worship, Palm Sunday, and Communion at 9:30am 
Thursday, April 9: Maundy Thursday Service at 7:30pm in the Sanctuary 
Thursday, April 9: 9pm - Friday 11am: Prayer Vigil in the Sanctuary 
Friday, April 10: Good Friday Ecumenical Service at 12:00 noon in the Sanctuary 

Easter Sunday Services 
Sunday, April 12: Easter Sunrise Service at 6:30am at Mountain view Cemetery 
Sunday, April 12: Easter Service at 9:00am 
Sunday, April 12: Easter Service at 11:00am 
 

16th Annual Boy Scout Pasta Supper 

Saturday, March 21, 5:00 to 7:00 

Gifford Hall, First Congregational Church 

$10 at the door; children under 5 free 

Raising funds for Boy Scout Troop 114 
 

Labyrinth 

The labyrinth will 
be set up in the 

chapel from 
March 22 through 
April 10 thanks to 

the generous 
support of the 

Leah Circle.  Take 
time to meditate 

as you silently 
follow the path 
to the center. 
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Study and Learn… 
High School Youth Group 

March 

March 1 - Youth Group Meeting at 7:00pm 

March 6-7 – (Fri.-Sat.) Lock-in 7:00pm Fri. to 7:30am Sat. (no YG meeting 3/8) 

March 15 – Youth Group Meeting at 7:00pm…bring a green food/beverage to share 

March 22 – Mission Trip Info Meeting at 7:00pm, new parents invited 

March 29 – Youth Group Meeting at 7:00pm 

 Middle School Youth Group 
 

All youth and their friends in grades 5-8 are welcome to join us on Friday March 27 from 5:30 to 7:00.  We will 
share dinner, discussion and fun together.  We will meet the 4th Friday of the month through May. In June we 
will plan a special end of the year celebration.  Please let Rev. Lynne Dolan ldolan@fccsm.org or Jenn Shaw 
jiffer2@townisp.com know if you have any questions.   
  

Children’s Education 
 

Save the Date: 
Family Sunday is scheduled for March 29.  Children are 

encouraged to sign up to be greeters, read, or help with the 
offering.  More details to come. 

 
 

Sunday School grades 1-4 learned about how Jesus calmed a great storm 
and made their own ‘storm in a bottle’. 

 
 
Lenten Bible Study with Rev. Jim Matarazzo 
The Book of JOB 
 

Mondays, March 2, 9, 16, 30 and April 6 
12:30pm in the Adkins Room 
BYO brown bag lunch 
Sign up at https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/LBNFKHS  
For more information, contact Jim jim@fccsm.org  
 
 

The Real Meaning of Easter Storytime 
Spread the word! All children ages 3-7 and their caregivers are invited to the Easter Story Time on Saturday, 
April 4th from 2:00-3:00pm. Children will learn why we celebrate Jesus' life at Easter. Activities will include a 
story time, an Easter religious symbol egg hunt, craft and refreshments. For more information contact 
Suzanne Moriondo, moriondo@townisp.com or Rev. Lynne Dolan, ldolan@fccsm.org. 

 

Avis Kemp / Olson Scholarship 
Avis Kemp/ Olson Scholarship applications are 
available beginning March 1 for those who are 

planning to continue their education. The forms 
can be obtained by contacting the church office 

(office@fccsm.org) or found on our church 
website. Applications MUST be returned to the 
office on or before 2PM on Thursday, April 23. 

 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/LBNFKHS
mailto:jim@fccsm.org
mailto:moriondo@townisp.com
mailto:ldolan@fccsm.org
mailto:office@fccsm.org
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Pray, Care, Share… 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Thank you from Sherry Robertson  
Dear Congregation, 
Please accept our sincere thank you for your prayers and thoughtful 
cards, flowers, and cake we received regarding my mother’s passing.  It is 
nice to know that the Robertson family was not alone during this time.  
Sherry Robertson & Family     

 

Thank you from Susan Mitchell 
 

Dear Friends, 
I want to thank you all for the support given to me over the past several 
months. Your cards and notes after the passing of Chris was such a 
comfort to Larry and me. And the flowers I received last week after 
church before my surgery was such a blessing. Thank you. 
Gratefully yours, Susan Mitchell 
 

Tub of Toiletries 
The Mission and Outreach Ministry is holding their annual toiletries, etc 
collection for St. Anne’s Church.   For many years, First Congregational 
Church, in conjunction with the Boy Scouts, has helped provide certain 
items that are in high demand but difficult for St. Anne’s to obtain.  With 
your help, we hope to continue this tradition.  Please see the list below 
for items needed. 

We request that all items be brought to FCC & placed in the “tub” on the 
stage by Friday March 20 as the Boy Scouts will be delivering the items 
donated to St. Anne’s on Saturday March 21.   

Thank you so much for your continued support! 

Bar Soap, Shampoo & Conditioner, Baby Shampoo, Laundry 
Detergent, Toothbrushes, Toothpaste, Dental Floss, Deodorant, 
Toilet Paper, Tissues, Paper Towels, Pape Napkins, Diapers, Sanitary 
Napkins, Shaving Razors, Shaving Cream, Dish Soap, Flour, Sugar, 
Sugar Substitute, Mayonnaise, Mustard, Ketchup, Relish, Cooking 
Oils, Coffee (regular & decaf), Crackers (including Goldfish) 

R 

 
Pastoral Care 

If you are sick or in the hospital, 
please let us know so that we can 
check in on you.  Please email the 
church office (office@fccsm.org) 
or leave a message for the pastor 

at (508) 845-7286. 
 

Prayer Requests 

We are happy to hold you or 
someone you know in our prayers, 
please let us know if you need our 

assistance. 
 

Heroes Needed! 

The Care Team outreach program 
called “Carpool Heroes” is looking 
for volunteers to help with rides to 

Sunday worship or any church 
activities.  Your commitment 

could only be once every other 
month.  If you would like to 

volunteer … or need a ride to 
church or a church activity … 

please call Janet Fotiadis at 

(508) 873-1346. 
 

Facebook 
https://www.facebook.com/FCCShrewsbury 

 

Weekly  
Shrewsbury Ringers–Wednesdays 6:30pm 

Parish Pealers-Wednesdays 7:30pm 

Senior Choir–Thursdays 7:15pm 

Chimers-Fridays 3:45pm 

Youth Choir-Fridays 4:00pm 

 

Monthly 
Deacons-1st Tuesdays 7pm 

Prayer Group-3rd Sundays 10:30am  

 

NEED TO KNOW 
Please Hold in Your Prayers…  

 

Nolan Schloemer, Bonnie & Bill Gibbs, Donald & Trudy Desfosse, 
 Jay Dev Chandra, Joie Hodge, Anna M. Kane, Linda Mitrano, Charles Monroe, 

Phyllis Rich, Chris Laurson, Gary & Barb Sampson, Nedra Billouris, Sandy 
Wilson, Bill Siegmann,  

Richie & Diane Pelletier as well as his sister Anne and his medical team,  
Helen Stuart, Donna and Beau Meyer and family.  

  

 … also all military personnel, first responders, and all who protect  
and  care for us. 

  

mailto:office@fccsm.org
https://www.facebook.com/FCCShrewsbury
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Serve God and Our Neighbor… 
 

The Care Team Ministry  On behalf of the Care Teams,  I  would like to reiterate to the congregation that the 

purpose of this ministry is to provide care, support, thoughts and deeds of kindness, and many other forms of 
encouragement such as cards, calls, meals, transportation to Church on Sunday or to any other Church related function,  
and possibly to a doctor’s appointment if needed.  We are ready to help, but don’t always know when help is needed. I 
hope that you will feel comfortable contacting me directly (by email at dasrusl@charter.net or phone at 508-753-1660) 
or calling the Church at 508-845-7286 and Ellen will relay your information. If you feel more comfortable, please have a 
friend call.  Our Care Teams are made up of many people who do various forms of “caring”.  If you need anything, please 
do not hesitate to contact me or the church. Thank you.  Sue Russell 
 

Hands for Hope Our fun and friendly group meets on the fourth Monday of the month, in the Parlor from 10 am 

until 11:30.Please join us for knitting, sewing and fellowship!  
 

Hope for Housing Your Support Can Make a Difference: John and Terri are the parents of a young child and have 

lived in Webster for the last 10 years in the same apartment.   Both were working fulltime and making a good living 
when life changed.   In 2017, John had a stroke.  His recovery has been slow and he has had many complications. Terri 
lost her job in 2018 due to taking too much time off to care for her husband. John has applied for SSI and is waiting for 
approval. Once this is approved, it will lift a big weight off the family.    John and Terri have been able to pay the rent but 
after that there is no money left for other monthly expenses. They owed National Grid $298.00 and if not resolved the 
utilities would be shut off. Terri came to CMHA to meet with a Housing Counselor.  CMHA was able to able to use HFH 
funds to avoid the shut off.  Hope for Housing assisted with $150.00 and Terri and John paid the rest. 

 

We are able to help people like John and Terri by selling Gift Cards. Last year we sold over $18,000 in gift cards which 
provided more than $900 to the HFH fund. Each gift card we sell provides a 5 % to 10% return to the HFH fund for just 
selling the gift card.  

 

Gift Cards available for purchase: 

Stop & Shop---$50 or $100  Shaw’s---$50 or $100   Hannaford---$50   

Big Y---$50    CVS---$20    Dunkin' Donuts ---$10 or $25 

Panera---$10 or $25 
 

 *We will now be selling gift cards on the 1st and 3rd Sunday of each month beginning March 1st unless otherwise 
noted. Please consider purchasing gift cards if you normally shop at these places. Thank you.  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Eat Like Christ  The tradition of abstaining from something we like during the 40 days of Lent is hopefully 

accompanied by our own reflection on what Jesus gave up for us and His call to take action on the problems that 
confront us. 
     This year, Earth Stewardship encourages you to reflect on God’s Creation. We have some important choices to make 
regarding our use of energy and the way that energy is produced. Even our food choices enter into the picture, because 
modern agriculture, food processing, and food transportation, use huge amounts of energy.  Remarkably, we can 
reduce this energy burden substantially by eating like Christ. 
     This year for Lent, why not start on the path toward this approach to energy conservation by exploring what Jesus 
gave up during his fast in the desert?  In other words, ask yourself the question: what would Jesus eat? 
     The answer is relatively simple.  Jesus must have eaten a lot less meat and more vegetables than we do, and these 
vegetables would have been locally grown and organic. His food would also have been carried and stored in reusable 
containers, minimizing the amount of waste.  Today, these steps can add up to enormous energy savings with 
widespread adoption. 
     Jesus would also have thought of the less fortunate.  So please consider sharing a meal with the marginalized during 
Lent, perhaps by volunteering to prepare or serve the Mustard Seed meal, or hosting an evening at the Interfaith 
Hospitality Network (IHN).  
     For more details, please visit the Earth Stewardship bulletin board in the corridor across from the kitchen. 
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FIRST CONGREGATIONAL  CHURCH 

19 Church Road 
Shrewsbury, MA  01545                   
 
(508) 845-7286   
www.fccsm.org 
 
Join us on Facebook! 
www.facebook.com/FCCShrewsbury 
                               

 

 

 

 

  
Please join us Sunday mornings at 

9:30 for Worship & Sunday School! 

Coffee Hour after the service – Don’t 

miss the warm fellowship of friends 

this Sunday! 

 

Our Mission:  
The purpose of this Church is to come together as Christians to 
Serve God by studying and listening to the Word and living by  
Christ’s teachings.  We are committed to reaching out through prayer, 
caring, sharing and fellowship. 
 

Senior Minister:  Rev. Lynne Dolan 
ldolan@fccsm.org 
 

Interim Minister:  Rev. Dr. James Matarazzo 
jim@fccsm.org 
 

Director of Music:  Curtis Smith 
musicdirector@fccsm.org 
 

Financial Administrator:  Lauren Morse 
finance@fccsm.org  
 

Office Administrator:  Ellen Jones 
office@fccsm.org  
 

Sexton:  Brian Scott 

  

March 2020 

Thank you to our office volunteers!! 
Sandy Regnier, Ray Harlow 

Stanley Holden, Linda Holden 
Sue Phyfe, Janet Pike 

Louise Russell, Elaine Shaw, 
Mary Pelletier and Doris Woodfin 
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